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THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC..

AN eichnm;o has this brief para-
graphon the Hquor question:
“THe more respectable saloon
af Chicago making strenu-
c;.;:helbm'w nh.o‘:he price of licen-
ses Lhere from $75 to $250. They
claim that a high license will shut
up mp--t. of the disreputable dog-

geriem

We in-heﬂ.‘ that the maost respec-
table c_ﬁ-.\lera in aleoholie drinks in
this city would prefer a high license
fee, taone low enough Lo come with-
in thereach of persons who would
keep open the lowest kind of driuk-
ing de@is. The ruliug of Judge Hun-
ter thraws down the bar whieh the
municipal guthorities hiive ralsed
and mnintained for some time
againstihe spread of the liquor traf-
flo. 1tis po less strange than de-
plorablé that the authority and
power éstensibly established in Utah

"ragnerate” the “Mormons, and
bring them into harmony with the
“civilstion of the age,”have been o
of.en uled in favor of the mostde-
moraligihg customs of the Lines
Drunkenness and prostitution, \he
former often leading Lo the latter,
have besn fostered by Federal infla-
ence and sustained by anti* Mormon”
sgencied, and the etdorts of the local
authorities to check these evlls have
been refitlered abortive by the very
people ahd authority which declaim
agalnst glleged “Mormon”™ immoral-
ity. The apologist for the prostitule
is always ao enemy of plural mar-
riage, add sois the advocate of gore
stricted liguor tmaffie. We are glad
of it. Wu should be very sorry in-
deed if ‘the vile supporiers of the
worst gcu under Uhe s=un were
friendly- in the least degres to the
sacred ifistitution of celestial mar-
riage, of to those who practice it.
Their andmosity Is ¢ péélerable to
their friehdship.

The liguor question 15 one of“the
most impoctant of the gecigph The
best mea an:l women of the jday
have cousidersd itfrom their variou=
standpoists, and all have deplored
the npmﬂ! of the traific and the in-
crease of drunkenness, and have -
sired to curlail or suppress the one
as a chegk in some degree to the
other. Hut the winest and most ux-
perfenced in dealing with human
nature ave counoceded the point,
that prolibition is not practicable
How bust to restrain and regulate
the liguar traffic rather than at
tempt its suppression has beeu tie
subject of their soflelfude.

A hight rate of license, coupled
with regulstions as to order aud
limited bours of sale, has been
deemed by many wise heads the
best method of dealing with the
difficuity. For, in the first place, a
high license prevents the multipli-
cation of cheap and low drinking-
houses; in the second place it puts
the price of drams above the reach
of a large number; antl in the third
placs it those who will sell or
bay the stimulant coatribute to the
public bedeft by adding to the public
revenue. Luxurht should always be
taxed in preference to necessilies; |
and the great majority of maukind
will not olaim that liquor is abso-
lutely needful.

The policy b.nd'lud has been
adopted in this Perritory. If this
had been or was expected to bea
strictly “Mormon" comumunity, pro-
hibition. I‘h.lght have been made the
Jaw. But with a mixed population,
coutaining persons who had formed
the habil of using inhoxlc.uu, it
was cousiderel impossible to pre-
vent the sale and use of liquor.
Therefore our Legislature, in grant.
ing powet to the County Courts to
reguiate the liquor trafMe, dfl hot
extead it &s far as prohibition. Some
of the municipalities haye' received
this power and bave exercised it to )
advantage where the population is
almost eatirely _ “dormon,’” but
Salt Lake City, for the rensons hére
advanced; has not been s0 endowed.

The question here ari w far
is Salt Lake City witibtiadd by jts
charter to Interfers in “the liquor
bLusiness? | Fromthe ruling of Judge
Hunter iu favor of ths liquer dealur
who sold without & lw m

flance of the ordindnce of tha au,g l

might be supposed that themin
pality only had power to “reg

the traMic. thpchhnllﬂu
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