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of apostasy mjmillionsI1 lions were led astray
and millionsmil liona more were sacrificed on
the altar of intolerance but not-
withstanding all this the church
existed in what john the revelator
calls the wilderness where she had a
placelace prepared of godgoal that they should
feedfeed her a thousand two hundred and
sixty days J or years whatever this
may mean in detail it certainly con-
vey the general idea that the
church notdot only existed during
all those years of vain Rtattempts
at her destruction but that the time olof

her hiding was limited to a certain
period after which sheehe would againagain
appear it is ahertthereforefore not true that
tuetoe gates of hades gained the vic-
tory

to better understand the question
itic must be remembered that the pur-
poseso for which the primitive church
was organized on earth waswag accom-
plished in every particular this
purpose was to prepare mankind for

the final establishment of the kingdom
of heaven on earth towards this
end all the dealings of god with man-
kind in his various dispensations have
been directed in the patriarchal
dispensation the lord dealt with tami
lies educating them for a higher dis-
pensationleationpensaneation this was consummated
when itIL the mosaic era the families
were united into a nation the lord
huldina the 2affairs of the peo-

ple and developing them for a
higher purpose this plan was
fartherlurther advanced when in the new
dispensation the church of christ was
ffoundedbanded and the members scatteredscatter0 d
among the nations of the earth carry
ing with them the principles they hadbad
lemembracedbraced by this means the educa-
tion thus tar obtained in the previous

and the new truths revealed by
christ were offered to all the world
time the church itself was hidden
from view for a long time but much of
theahe truth proclaimed by the church
remained on eartearthh during all this time
alidnd like a leaven it has leavened the
horld to a certain extent a fact im

ble to overcome this was the
wryry purpose for which the church

rasas tounroundedded theTho object our heavenly
father bad in view was to
leparecopare the nations of the

arthrth for the great kingdom
40 come in which all the world shallhall
be noted under one ruler the king
it6 kings and lord of lords hence
the gathering dispensation of our age
preparatory to the millennium the

commencementommen cement of our orsera was the
scattering dispensation as88 this is the
fathering one but both serve theile
samegame great purpose the preparation for
theibe final victory of god and the

mb
the evil one prevailed as little
6dinst the church as against christcariotVhe1 was slainsisin but his death was hishie

victory the members of the church
were also slain but the blood otof
the martyrs waswall the seed of thothe
church

the objection to the view here pre-
sented would probably be this that if
the gates of hell did not prevail against
the church then the roman
denomination would be supported
in its claim to being the true
church as a lineal descendant from
thetee primitive church to which it tois
sufficient to say that the roman
catholicscatholic have no just claim whatever
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to being the church otof christ inthein the
first place it has never been proven
that peter ever was in rome and sub
bitted his authority to the bishop of
that place and in the second
place apostolic succession Is not
the only ground on anich a de-
nomination can rest its claims to being
thelruethe true church purity of doctrine is
equally necessary the scriptures say
that whosoever and
arideth not toin the doctrine of christ
hathbath not god if this be so theroman church forfeited its rights
hundreds aff years ago when it
changed the doctrines of christ and
introduced its own dogmas and ordi-
nances

TROUBLE AHEAD

there isia trouble of a very serious
nature in the kingdom of belgium
luI1 u does not altogether liehs in the fact
that capital and labor long etestranged
are now at war for that occurs every-
where at times and is alwaysalway a overcome
one way or another it does lie in the
situation geographically considered
which belgium occupies aradand what is
likely to result as a consequence itif the
trouble use if the labor demon
strutions and riots become general and
threaten the stability of the govern-
ment then the forces of germany by
reason of a certain agreement arranged
as much on her own account as that of
the smaller monarchy would enter
the latter from the north for the pur
pose ostensibly of maintaining peace
but in reality toco prevent the Belgbelgianiati
masses from overthrowing the mon-
archy and establishing a republic ouon
I1toits ruinsruing

identical in point of time
or as nearly so as prac-
ticableti with the german descent
upon belgium on one side a french
army corps would cross the frostierfrontier
from the other side peace being the
object why should it not be a
peace consistent with republicanism
as wellwt 11 as with the system most strong
ly opposed to it besides two armies
could accomplish very much more in
the matter of overawingover awing the lawless
than could one especially when
the lawlessness is widespread and
growing day by day and thus fortified
with a reason lorfor action the french
governmentt would act instanter and
call upon the nations for justification
in so doing probably some of them
would extend the moral support asked
for russia certainly would and more
too itif necessary germany austria and
italy certainly would not and england
would for a time at least be a doubtful
quantity belgium would hardly ap-
pear as a factor at all unless it should
be such a one asan it WORwas SOMOsome
seven y eight years ago when
napoleon and wellington met at
waterloo

As to the pencepeace which these diver-
gent forces would establish the reader
hereof probablyimprobablyis as capable of divin-
ing as is the writer llorjr any other
man when french and german
soldiers meet in fighting array there isie
about asaa certain to be a fight as when
south country irishmen armed with
shile lahm meet a abdy of orangemenorangemanOran gemen
likewise equipped on a highway
only in the former case the combatants
would not wind up their fracas with a
record of damaged headsbeads more or less

serious injuries and their clothing
reekedflecked with straggling ruby stains
hardly Milli nite and smokeless
powder exploded behind fragments otof
lead and directed by hostile hands do
not lt the patties militant make a
record whose distinguishingng feature is
so much otof comparative mildness
someborne few would escape naturally but
a good many perhaps the ma-
jority would not many would die on
the spot and others be so seriously in
aured that they would rather be dead
this would be a difficulty the accounts
of which would not be soeo hastily
scanned amid the telegraphic dis-
patches they would be read every-
where the following or the same day
and the civilized world would for a
timetim standestand aghast at the spectacle of
two great and enlightened nations
yu ratifyingratify ing hereditary hatred in the old
barbarous inhuman wiyway and then
there would be a european war on a
scale so vast and soeo terrible that no
effort otof the most faithful and capable
imagination can even approximate it
austria and italy pursuant to the
dreibanddrei bund treaty would rush to the
cusport of germany while hundreds
of thousands iff cossacks would swarm
across the german and austrian
borders this would i e a conflict on
a scale which not even the grebgreatestteSt
napoleon ever contemplated N or is it a
fancy sketch by any means it tois a
logical conclusion growing out of
the present trend of events abroad and
when considered in connection with the
unrest existing in ServiaServi anusand regarding
the servian situation becomes well
nigh irresistible germany may not
ttakeke that first fatal step but it laIs by no
meansbi ns impossible that she may

all that is18 necessary to precipitate
such a conflict is for one hostile shot to
be fired it would resound as a call to
arms throughout all europe and make
it eventually a vast battle field

THE CHINESE IN DANGER

on the athor the time
allotted to the chinese within which
ththeyey could secure certificates of pro-
tection will expire after that time
any chinaman found without such
certificate Is liable to arrest imprison-
ment for one year and bernst sent out
of the united states this refers
however only to cowcommonmon 11 chinese
those who have capital invested in the
country as merchants launlaundrymendrymon orof
otherwise to some extent being exempt
from this provision of the law al-
though it is reported that in many casescam
thesetheme have also taken out certificates in
order that assurance may be made
doubly sure while on the other handband
thousands of laborers have not done so
and it is quite Droprobablebable that the greatercreator
part of these will not relying no
doubt upon the advice of the six com-
panies as folfollowslowe

the registration law is not right AUallthe authorities we have consulted agree
tto this we have employed five attor-
neys to go to washington at the supreme
court to fight this unjust law

wait until may ath before you do
anything wait and we will help you
the chinese minister has gone to the
head men of the government to get de-
cisionsci and we hope to getgee them soon in
order that our people may not be arrested
and sent to jjailail

if those decisions are favorable asan
we think they will be you will not be
sent to jail


