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ot spostasy milllons were led estray
and millions more were sacrificed on
the nliar of intolerance. But not-
witbstanding all this the Church
existed in what John the Revelator
oalls “'the wilderness, where she had a
place prepnrﬂi of God, that they should
feed het a thousand two hundred and
pixty daye,’’ T years, Whatever this
may mead ID detsil, it certainly con-
veys the geperal ldea that the
Church not obnly existed during
all those years of vain attempts
at her deatruction, but Lhst the time of
her hiding was limited to & certain
period, after whioh =lke would again
appear. It is therefore not true that
the gntes of Hades gained the vie-
tory.

To better understand the question,
ft must be remembered that the pur-
pose for which the primitive Church
was otgapized oD earth wes accom-
plished in every particular. This
purpose was to preépare meankind for
the finnl estatlishment of the kingdom
of heaven on earth, Towards this
l.;rl]:(xj:l in His various dispensations have
been directed. In the patriarchal
dispensation the Lord dealt with tami.
Hes, educating them for 8 higher dis-
peneatiorn. This was consummated
when iL the Mosaic ers the families
were united into 8 natiop, the Lord

guiding the aflaita of the peo-
ple &nd developlng them for a
bigher purpose, Thia plan  was

dvanced when in the new
5';5;23351@ the Church of Christ was
founded and the members scattered
among the nations of the earth, carry-
ing with them the principles they had
embraced. By this means the educa.
tion thus far obtained in- the previous
ages and the new truths revealed by
Christ were offered to all tbe world,
True, the Ohurch ilself wae bildden
from view for a iong time, but much of
the truth proclaimed by the Church
remalned on earth during all this time,
and like a leaven it has leavened the
world to » certain extent, afactim.
pessible to oVvercome. This was the
very purpore for which the Church
was founded. The object our heavenly

Father bad in View was to
prepyare the nations of the
earth for the  great kingdom

to come, in which all the world shall
be united under one ruler, the King
of kings and Lord of lonis, Hence
the gathering dispensation of cur age
preparatory to the millemnium. The
commencement 0f our era Was the
scattering dispensation, a8 thie ls the
gathering one, But both serve the
esme great purpoee, the preparation for

the final viectory of. God and the
Lamb.
The evil one prevailed na little

against the Church as against Chriet,
He was slain, but His death was His
victory. The members of the Church
were also slain, but the blood of
the martyrs was the gesd of the
Chuarch,

The objéction to the view here pre-
sented would probably be this, that if
the gates of hell did not prevail avainat

tbe Church, then the Roman
denomination would be supported
In its e¢lalm to being the true

Cburch as a lineal descondant from
the primitive Church. To which it s
pufficient to sny that the
Catholics bave no just ¢lalm whatever

all the dealings of God with man-;

Roman.

to being the Church of Christ. In the
firet pluge it has never bevn proven
that Peter ever was in Rome and sub-
mitted his aathsrity to the bishop of
that place, Apd In the second
piace, Apostclic succession ia not
the ovnly ground on which a de-
nomipation can rest its claimes to being
thetrue Chutch. Purity of doctrine is
equally necespary, The Scriptures eay
that W hosoever tiansgresseih, and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath pot God,*’ If this he so, the
Romen church foifeited its rights
hundreds o¢f vyears ago, when it
changed the doctrines of Christ and
introduced its own dogmas and ordl-
DB 1Ces.

TROUBLE AHEAD.

There is trouble of a very serlous
pature in the kingdom of Belgium.
Lu does not aitogether lie in the fact
that capital and labor long estranged
are now at war, for that ocours every-
where at times and is alwaysovercome
one way or another; it does lie in the
situation, geographically constdered,
which Belgium oocupies and whst is
likely to result as a consequence if the
trouble covrti. ues, Ifthe Jabor demon-
atrutions and riots become gereral and
thresten the stahllity of the govern-
ment, then the forces of Germany hy
reason of s certaln agreement arranged
B3 much on her own account as that of
the smaller maonarchy, would enter
the latter from the notth, for the pur-
buse oatensibly of muintaining pesace,
but in reality to prevent the Belginu
masses from overthrowing the mon-
arghy and establishing a republic on
1ts rains,

Identical in poin-t. of time,
or as nearly so as prac-
ticable, with the German dJescent

upon Belgium on one side, a French
army corps would cross the froutier
from the other side, Peace belng the
objeat, why should it onDot be =
peace consistent with republicanism
a8 well as with the system most atrong-
1y onr)Bed to 1?7 Besides, two armies
could accomplish very much more in
the matter of overawing the lawless
than could one, especinlly when
the lawlessness is widespread and
growing day by day; and thas fortifted
with & reason for action the French
government would act instanter and
call upon the nations for justification
in so doing. Probably some of them
would extend the morsl support askeu
for, Russia certeinly woulu and more
too if necessary; Germany, Austris and
Italy certainly would not,and England
would for a time at least be a doubtful
quantity. Belgium would bhardly ap-
pear a8 & factor at atl unless it ahouﬁl
be such n one as it was some
seven y-eight yeurs ago, when
Napoleon and Weilipgton met at
Waterloo,

Asto the ‘“*peace’’ which these diver-
gent forces would establish, the reader
hereot is probably as capable of divin-
ing as is the writer *‘‘uor any other
man.”” When French snd German
soldiers meet in fighting arcay there is
about as certaln to be a fight B8 when
south-country Irisbmen armed with
shilelahs meet a b)dy of Orangemen
likewise equipped on a highway,
Only In the former case the combatants
would not wind up their fracas with a
record of damaged heads, more Or less

serjous injuries and their civlhing
flecked with eiraggling ruby staine;
hardly. Millinite and smokeless
owder exploded behind fragments of
ead and directed hy hostlle hunds do
not let the parties militant make =
record whose distlnguishing festure Ia
#0 much of comparative mildness,
BSome fow would escape oaturaily, but
8 good many, erhaps the ma-
jority, would not. any would die on
the spot and others be 8o seriously in-
jured thet they would rather he dead.
This would be a difficulty the accounts
of which would not be so hastily
scanned amid the tielegraphic dis-
patches. They wouid be read every-
where the following or the same day
and the civilized world would for a
timestand aghaet at the spectacle of
two great and enlightened nations-
pratifying hereditary hatred in the old
barbarous, inhuman way. And then
there would be s European war on a
gcnle so vast and so terrible that no
eflort of the moat faithful and capable
imagioation can even approximate it.
Austria and lItsly, pursuant to the
dreibund treaty, would rush to the
support of Germany, while hundreds
of thousands of Cossacks would swarm
Boross the German and A ustrian
borders, This would | ea conflict on
s scale which Dot even the gre:teat
Napoleon ever contemplated, Noris ita
tancy sketch by sny means; it is a
logical concluslon growing out of
the present trend of events abroad, and
when considered in connection with the
unreet existing in Serviasnd regarding
the Bervian situation, becomes well
nigh irresistible, Germany msy not
take that first fatal step; but it!s by Do
means impossible that she may.

All that {8 nocessary Lo precipitate
such s confiict is for one hostile shot to
be fired; it would resound as a cail to
arms throughout all Europe and make
it eventuslly s vast battle Held,

—

THE CHINESE IN DANGER.

On the 5% 61T WXt "HionTth the time
allotted to the Chinese within which
they could secure certificates of pro-
tection will expire. After that time
any Chinaman found without such
certificate is linble to arrest, imprison-
ment for one year and being sent out
of the United Btates. This refers,
however, only to ‘‘common’® Chineae,
thoss who have capital invested in the
country, sy merchants, laundrymen or
otherwise to some extent,heing exempt
from this provision of the law, al-
though it js reported thatin many casea
these have aleo taken out certiflcates in
order that aseurance may be made
doubly sure; while on ihe other hand
thousands of laborers have not one ao
and it ia quite probable that the greater
patt of these will not, relying no
doubt upon the advice of the 8ix Com.
panies, e follows:

The registration law s not right, All
the authorities we have consulted agrea
to Lhis, We have employed fiveattor-
Deys Lo go to Washington at the Supreme
Court to fight Lthis vnjust law,

Wait until May 5th before you do
anything: wait and we will help you.
The Chiness minister has gone 10 the
bead men of the government to get de-
oleions; and we hope to get them woon in
vrder that our peopiemay not be arrested
and sent to jail,

If those "decleions are favorable, aa
we think they will bo, you will not be

sont to jail.



