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IELY TO THE PRESIDENTPRESIDENT

to his excellency JAMES buclBucizANAN president
of the united states

in july last a number of citizens of connecti-
cut addressed to you as chief magistrate of thistilis
iiayianationtion a memorial onoil the of kansas to
this you replied tinderunder date of aug 15 18571657 in
a diannermanner which shows that you misunderstood
to some extent the ground taken by your me
moria lists for we would not impute to you the
intention to misrepresent them As you have
thought proper to lay the memorial and reply
before the public a large part odtheof he Memoria lists
have conferred on thetile subject and have felt tilthem-
selves

em
compelled again to addresaddress you we
iwould r then that the main facts alleged

in that memorial are either parsedpassed overaoveroven withoutphout
denial or are explicitly avowed in your reply

these facts are two first that the funda-
mental principle of the constitution of the united
states and of our political institutions is that thethatiae
people shall make their own laws and elect tltheireifelf
own

4 secondly that gov walker of kansas openly
represents and proclaims that the president of
the united states is employing through him

walker an army oneona purpose 0off which is to
force the people of kansas to obey laws which are
not theirheir own nor of the united states but lawsa Ws
which it is notorious and established upon evievlevi-
dence they never made and rulers they never
elected

As to these two bacs the material facts allealiealleg-
ed by your Memoria lists and which chiefly re-
quire vindication from you they say that they
find lioiiono denial of them iuia your reply they do
not say that you have attempted noD vindicationvindicateionlon
of your acts and doings through gov walker
but only that theytiley callcan find in your reply no
plain or explicit denial of the facts referred to
not even what they consider the shadow of a da-
nial

de-
nial these facts stand in the memorial then

by what you evidently consider
a triumphant reply why is this are these
assertions on which the whole subject at issueiesuelueluo
depends untrue and yet no denial of them
nota word to prove them untrue without
such denial what can you expect your memo
niariarealistslists and befile country to believe and to say
what but that the facts which they allege are

undeniable
emaeesA s to the allegation inspecting the fundament

tal principle of tilethe constitution your memorial
ests hope that the timelime is remote whenwien the en-
lightened citizens of this country willwiil deny that
principle though party zeal infit its infatuation
may one day trample it in the dust when in
sight of the ruin liberty and religion in exile
will together weep over the desecrationyour formal vindicationindication next demands notice

of this your compecompelledllad to say
that in their view it is entirely groundless anuandand
unsatisfactory

resting it solely on what you call the plain-
est and most palpable historical facts you say
thatthatahat the time of your inauguration you found
in fact thehe government of kansas as well es-
tablished as that of any other territory you
then ask was it not my duty to sustain this gov
eminent to prevent it from being overturned by
force in the language of the constitution atoto
take care that thehe laws be faithfully executedtedled 1

youvon then add it was for this purpose that I1 or-
dered a military force to kansas to act as a posse
comitatus in aiding the civil magistrates to carry
the laws into execution here then is the dis

admission and declaration on your part that
youyon ordered a military force to kansasKansas for the
purpose of sustaining its territorial government
and of enforcing lisits territorial laws so far
then in respect to one matter of fact you admit
the assertion of your Memoria lists
1 your vindication therefore rests upon the as-
sertioniser tion that there was in fact a government inhi
Kansas such a government as it was your duty
to sustain the essential question on which thetiie
whole controversy turns is thus raised it is sim-
ply this was there a government or were therehere
laws in kansas in the just properprop 1er and authorized
meaning of the language when you entered upon
the duties of the presidential office on the 4 ii of
marchllarch lasovlast

if this callcan be proved to be true your memorilemorl
alises will know something which they have yet
to learn if it can be proved not to be true it
will present a memorable example of the truth
tlti at political prejudice is blind even to the exist-
ence of the plainest and most palpable of
cal facts nor is this all it will show that you
ordered an army to kalkai sas to sustain a so called i

government which is not a government and laws
whichardchare not laws

here your Memoria lists take the position that
nothing callcan be truly governmental or law which
has no authority and that nothing should be treat i

ra0 1 as government or law which presents no evi I1

dence of authority
can anything which tramplesram plespies under foottoot all hu-

man
hul 1

rightsright and is a known outrage upon our
constitution and our political institutions what
ever be itilie name or fonntonn be justly regarded as

government or law having authority under ofirour
constitution can such allail outrage be
authority by a president senate congress or a
whole iontoncongressgress of presidents cancarl usurpation
beget a valid government or law or impart that
right to govern which implies allan obligation to
obeyogey its might may make it a matter of pru-
dence to avoid its wrath by submission but cancall
usurpation create an obligation to obey whenaheu none
exists

suppose the great mogul or any other tyrant
had established the same so called government and
laws of kansas by the same means by which as
all tilethe woidworld knows they were established by
invasion and arms wooldwould any citizens of the
united statesslates call them government and laws
except in derision and with loathing Is a bogus
government government are bogusocrus laws
laws Is this government establishestablishedeileti and arearo
these laws enaenactedcled andaud yet known to pospossessess
no other or higher authority than that derived
from border ruffians are we the people of
the united states to be stultified into the belief
of such a dogma forfoi that result wait at least
for the more absolute dominion of a tyrant

your Memoria lists will now present what they
consider1 the fundamental error of your reply jnin
their view iuin recognizing thetile territorial govern-
ment and laws of kansas asasa genuine government
and valid laws you have perverted the general
principle upon which you rest your vindication
and have violated its essential spirit and mean
ing

that general principle mayroay be thus stated
when rules of action claiming to be valid laws
present oilon the first aspect evidence that theytiley pro-
ceed from a rightful lawmakinglaw making power it is thethathel
duty of the people and the executors of law to rec
cognize etem as authol ita tive to thistin s as a gene-
ral principle your subscribe it is
the 0onlyillril y memeansans of giving practical authority to j

law andoe preventing violence and anaianal cli nor
do they yield to any ianlanman or class of men a higher

1

estimate of its importance or a firmer determina-
tion to adopt and defend it than themselves cher-
ish

but to say that all governments and all laws
claiming to be valid must be recognized executed
and obeyedobey edasas such is as preposterous as to deny
the general piprinciple itself to mistake thaiha gen
etal rule for an universal rule the conditional for
an unconditional principle must lead to false rea-
soning andaud to practical conclusions of the most
dangerous character thithis infit the view of your
I1Memorialists who believe that none are totoo0 wie
or good to err is what you they tifiust anad veivel t
antly have doi e

in the territorial government and
laws as authoritative have you not violated lliefile
whole sspiritirliri and meaning of the principle laid
down mehave youyuu not wholly disregarded thehe es-
sential condition that lilellie ohlyonly government which
itisit is your duly to sanction must present some evi
dance of rirightfulbiffl authority you recognize thetire
territorial lawsianis as valid what is this but to act
upon the principle that when the so called novgovgov-
ernment and laws come beffie you without the
shadow of evidence of their proceeding from a
r gotful lawmakinglaw making power but with the most de-
cisive and overwhelming proof that they have orig-
inated in a palpable aldandamtami violent usurpationI1 on that
even then eveneved in a case so flflagrantarant it is your
duty to sustainjuslain and execute thethemcinlin even by the
armies of the united states

your Memoria lists akeaie her anxious to callcali your
attention to anun important distinction which you
appear ellelientirely to overlook they readdy con-
cede that in cases of no occurrence
one government may properly recognize another
as authoritative or esas a government de facto on
a very low degree of evidence without rigidly in-
vestigatingvestigathiegating its authority or even conconsidering itsps
origin for example tilethe gowgovernmentrement of greatreat
britain when louis napoleon was enthroned in
franfrancefiancece by fhethe army of the empire and with tilehe
acquiacqua keence and consent of the people had no
right to interfere with a government thus estab-
lished the british as a foreign government
lladbad no right of question or of control in thefile mat-
ter but does it follow because the govern-
ment of great fortainer tain hadbad no right to interfere
with what was an undeniable usurpation in
a foforeignreloreiopi kingdom that the government of the
united states hadlaid no right and were not bound to
interpose and put down in one of their own territ-
ories a ruffian usurpation from missouri in
respect to france there was reason enough why
0tilerother nations for purposes of national inter-
course should recognize its present government as
an established government butbat is not the
conconstitutionution of the united states the supreme
law of thetiie land has not our government the
fight to authorize and regulate the government of
its own territories callcan cogCoScongressgress or the presi-
dent abandon this right or the duty which arises
fromjiom itlt if thishis government owes any duty
whatever to the country is it not most sacredly
bound to protect both slate audand territory against
the imposition of a gogovernment and laws by a
ruffian and violent invasion from another state

your Memoria lists then strenuously insist that
the only principle on which recognition can ever
be justjustified is that there is some evidence be it
more or less that the government proceeds from
an authorized lawmakinglaw making power and they fur-
ther insist that when such government is within
our0ur own borders tinderunder the supervision and con-
trol of the federal government andarid claiming to
degive allali its sanction from a law of congressCon giess
the evidence of its authority must bobe clear and
decisive but how is it when there is no such
eievidencedence how is it when all the evidence is
strong against its authority how is it when
there is the best evidence the case admits of
even decisive enquest couable proof hatthat the so
called government haghai no other authority than

and outrage Is such a cgoverngovernmentment
to be practically recognized and that too within
the limits of our own republic there surely
may be cases in wirch it is ouid be a gross wrong
to sustain a d government which has no

authority and now we ask what bovein M ent
could youreyou refuefuce to sustain if itnotot one hat hailhatt lis
origin solely in a violent invasion of ruffians from
another state this fact in the present case can
be denied so can god when his sun ebneth in
the heavens

this usurped government cannot be sabetisanction-
ed

on
by the lw of congress authorizing the forma-

tion of a territorial government that law de-
clares thatthatthethe tilledue intent and meaning of this
act is to leave he people of the territory per-
fectly

I1

free to regulateregulatelafe their domesticdome tic institutions 1

in their own way subject only to the 1j

tionlion of the united states to the people and i

them alone it expresslyelpi esslyessiy gives the right to gakemakemake
their own governgovernmentment and laws herenere is no sancsane 1

tion no authority for a government not framed i

by the people buthut foundedfon tided solely oilon invasion i

callcan this law enthrone in rightful sovereignty banbill
aits from a neighboring stateslate AsA well say that
it authorized them to seize every acre of kansas
for their own use and ia can as wellweli de-
prive the people of one right as of another of all
rights as of one it is said thathat congress auanaut i

thorltheorizedzed the establishment of a government 1

yesYs but by the people not by marauders it is
further said that we must adhere to a general
principle what principle why as your I1

whole argument implies hatthat a government es-
tablished is a government to0 o be recognized we
deny such a government n kansas beware how
you stretch a general principle and make it uni-
versal though one may safely pass tilethe nufa
ra river at alalhoallolotheriothertherlher points and placesplates none but i

a madman would attempt the passage oilon thetheve ige
of thetile cataractcafaract

your Memoria lists urge therefore that the so
called government of karisKatiskansasns uancan claim no sanc-
tion from tilethe act of conoonconniesiesles the evidence was
all against it evidence known lo10 the whole civil-
ized world apparent oilon the very face of tilethe
transaction and which must havellave challenged your
attention long before youvou had taken the oath of
office the very fact that the so called govern-
ment required support from thehip federal executive
was the strongestest evidence that it did notilot come
from tilethe people and had no lawful authority
this shows at once that this government was
not ina the lowest senesensesehsen e what you call an es-
tablished government foritfor it shows that it was
not and could not be establishedestablishpd without a unit-
ed states aimyarmy and therefore thetile arav was
sent not ahyou pretendpreteid to slisis Stain allail b j

ed government but for the purpose of establish-
ingin what was lloilonott established a Governgovernmentmen t off
ruffianruffian aufaut

nor could you have ben ignorant that t lie
house of representatives had sent a specialspec al corncom-
mittee of gationgatlonolloil to the eni toryfory and thusthu s
acknowledged and concoiconfirmafirmedfirmeI1 lneinet e proprietypro of a
strictbrict inquiryir into this veryery casecast oion thetl e reportliport
of that committee the house of representatives

declared that the government of
kansas was estestabibushedshed by lleiletilelie terror of bowie
knives and revolvers and thatisthat it hadbad been proved
to have not a shadow 0of anthontyauth onty and heiehele
your Memoria lists ask whether a papinnerliner ce or01
strongerbrongertr evide deppep can welweidellbebe imagined when

if not init such a case ought the president to de-
nounce a government as spurious aidard lo10 refuse
to aid cror sustain I1i

the laws of congress trampled in the ditdust
hethe invaders fi om Aliesmissourimiriniri pi a cavil

to be thetire only authors of thistins government isis it
not an outrageous wrong to hold kansas subject
10lo suchbuchsi ch usurpation by a united states armyearmy
the fires of still burn there smothered
I1liliii the drardrearinesshiess ofoe their own desolation and
ready to lelie rekindled in their fury bybythethe lightestslightest
movement forcor liberty and right on the partparl of
tilefile people while hetile chofecho of their sufferings ever
riggs in the earsbars of our national executive

let it be remembered that this government
comescomes to the people of kansas not with the sanc-
tion of gray antiquity nor yet has it come from
any law of congress as its true and proper source
nor yetet from the people of the territory nor yet
ffi om being even fully established it is13 of recent
origin ard formation it dates onlyorly from the im-
position of it by theibe n from missouri
upon the people who abhor and disown it everyeiery
mailroan who liarhd from the first known its existence
has known its origin and itsUs nature let it then
be taken as it is as ititisis in its oioilinininjoin and its na-
ture I1and what isis it A code of laws oppres-
sivesivsise unjust cruel outoutrageousregeous without a paraleaparalel
created imposed by the usurpation of ruffians
from missouri

and these laws and thishis government without
tilethe least evidence to establish heirtheir authority but
with tiletiiehe most abundant proofs to the cocontrary
vouyou are proposing to sustainsti stain and execute by the
united states army you speak of numbers of
lawless men ac alluding

0 evidently to the to-
peka convention be it rsoo forthefor the sake of thehe
argument but how does one lawless attemptattempts5 to
establish a government justify or palliatepaipal liate another
lawless attempt for thehe same purpose

further in our reply you seem lo10 your me
moria lists to concede in all its rithalth and force tiiethe
principle which they maintain thus you une-
quivocallyquivocally and justly asseltasset that for a portier of
the people of connecticut to undertake to es-
tablish a separate government within its charter-
ed limits for purpose ofor redressing any griev-
ance realteal or imaginary would be usurpation
and add that such a pi principleinciple carried intohilo exe-
cution would destroy all lawful authority and
produceproduce uuniversalni versal atiailanarchyarchy 1 your Memoria lists
fully subscribe to this doctrine but what is the
act which youyon call usurpation in the case sup-
posed what is it but setting up a governmentGovern me

int
claiming authority and laws demanding execution
which in the nature of the cise can claimclairn no
authority and aieate opposed to existing authority
if you wouldwoud call this usurpation in connecticut
if it would destroy all legal authority and pro-
duce universal anarchy what is thistilis but the very
act which missouri invaders have perpetrated infit
kansas there was government iuin kansas
government under thethetie constitution of the united

statestates mawlaw was there alsoachalka laww for thethe bror-
gan bation of govgovernment by the peopleeople of the
territory rightnight too was there the inviolable
right of the people to make theirthein own laws and
elect their rulers jnit opposition to he exist-
ing government in violationio lation of that existing law

upon those inherent rightsri lifs MisAlissouiL
invaders have seitset up a bloody tyranny which liashas
in fact produced anarchy and bloodshed if you
condemn the one condemn the other also your
Memoria lists have nothing 0too ask cfof you in this
matter but consistency of pralprincipleciple Concondemndenin
the same conduct in both cases put down the
usurpation inin kansas and the friends of truth
justice and of illethe country would rejoice
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your Memoria lists abdinagain ask hetherwhether a case
can well be imaginedto which the minenaine of author-
itative government could well be applied with
moiemote palpable impropriety andard tilli than to
the teitel rilorito rial government of kansas might
not even political blushfilush to call it by
such a nailename I1 was not thetiie tinetitle and only char-
acter of this government known to you audalid thetha
whole country before your dur-
ing the presidential canvass did youou inot with
thetire full knowledge0 of it accept your nomination
which you were free to decline and thus avoid
the responsibilitysiblsivilitylity of executing theselipse rienefariousfariousJlawslawn ursorsur did you suppose that tilethe oath of cafice
would exempt you from this responsibility youyott
admit tle lallai duty ol01 the president to
taketake care that thellie iablaslawslab be faithfullyfaithful executed I1

and now without holding you responsible for
any acts of your predecessor for which you are
not willirm to be responsible and havelave not fully

your woudwould ask was
there no lawliwdiw to be taken caiecare of by prepreventingventing a
weltwell known broj cedcled invasion otof the political
ri its of the people of kausas no law to be tak-
en care of afterward by xii elling the invadersinvadeisdeia
from the territory liono law to be taken ccareare of in
respect to thetile theftsthellshethe robberies tletiehe

and tibttotiblib murders tiittilt were perpetrated no
lavlaelav to be taken care of in the mode of civil ad-
ministration adopted by federal no lawluv
to be taken care of in not appointing officials
whose hands were re t withwilli innocent blood or iuin
minoviareino g bribed and perjured judges iioilo law to0 o
be taken cancar afp by ecolingec to the of thetire
territoryTeni torytors that fundlundfundamental rightr gutgat of the constitu-
tion at right guarded by an express law of coi
gress thetho right to make their own laws and
elect beirtl air own huleisru leis no law to be taken care ofof
init giving to hiformation at leastleakt of the
ssateate qa0 tiiellie ui ionlon and especially in recommend-
ing necessary aiaidald d expedient inearneameasures for thutha re-
lictiidilef of tilethe people of kansas flomhorn thetile injustice
thetile oppression alid thethu to which they
were subjected

hadI1 tienthen great britain any such lawsjaws to take
care of inm france whenwilen tiletiie present emperor waswag
enthroned there by as those which
our government alirour Preside yI was bound to
naketake care of li our own territory in titlittiterer neg-
lectact of these laws have youjou fh afulluil know-
ledgeledgeP of the nature of this its oribriorlinoriginin
its irogress its violation of constitution andaw of
fundfurd mental rightsrightis its violence its rapine itait
massacres its conflagration and its shashameiric sus-
tained at every sepsedstep its aliatiauthorsthors and abettorsabet tors to
tinsthins hour have youou nothot sanctioned such con-
duct by placing or retaining prominent leaders
therein in official stations

again areary the troubles and calamities of kan-
sas the legitimate results of tilethe wise administra-
tion of the true and right working in such anoil
exigency of our national government thehe most
perfect specimennen of fiuman government the world
has seen to our own admiration tilethe perfection
of excellence surely such results bespeak some
derderangementargement some disturbing force in the evolu-
tions of a91 machinery so fitted to do goodoEO pow-
erful to its high design

butrut if your example in administration and that
of your predecessor in cioojofoceoffice are to be followed in
future whenever similar cases shall occur if ev-
ery usurpationusurp afon of power when it has gained a
temporary success is thenceforth to be backed
by thefhe whole power of the federal government
and foicey upon the indignantait people on whom by
fraud or violence it had imposed itself where will
tilethe end be I1

how often will such crises actually occur re-
sultingsulsui al 1fromoam the very nature of our government
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witwith suchu a principle in its admadministrationfln to ori-
ginate and foster them whatwhat a temptation to
patty spirit thus uunrestrained embodenemboldeneded up-
held by tilethe government of the natinationon would babe
furnished tocarrato carry out its schemes and its tritrl amplis
infit violence and bloodshed what shall hinder
let the of thellie government change
hands and such changes may be frequent howbovy
surely would the same contests be reenacted by
way of refusalscepil aisals for past injuries and oppressionoppressionnions
how would such contests be repeated in territori-
es and in-states tillfill to your own mind would be
revealed in the very principle youyon assumedassaEs umea weak-
ness in our government foretelling its speedy dis-
solutionol

of the particular considerations by which youvou
have endeavored to support the fundamental itria
ciple of your reply the first which deidel nauisnanis notice
is that when youvou entered upon voutvom ofemmicofficficaImicalal du-
ties congress hadad recognizedreco nihed ththe leallegi 0 of
Kanxankansasraszas lain different forms and by different eviateuarleuartl
ments 31 had youon lainformedformed your MInoliaillsaliis
what these different enactments retheywe niinillihtbt
havehava been made the subject of distinct examina-
tion

As it is they can only say that they know of
no forms or enactments of congress winchwhich could
be binding oilon you as authoritative or which you
had reason even to regard as evidence of lleilethelie val-
idity of that legislature do you refer to thetha act
by which the usual appropriations from tilethe trea-
sury were made every one knows in what man-
ner and for what reason that act was passed and
that many who voted for it regarded and still re-
gard tiletha territorial legislature as downright
usurpation ncr had they anyauy suspicion that I1heythey
wiweleeleeie ic validity how thisthih billianbill cancay


