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it is a difficult undertaking to address
this immense audience if a man com-
mencesmendes speaking loud in a short time
his voice gives out whereas if he
commence rather low he may raiseraise his
voice hyby degrees and be able to sustain
himself in speaking some length of time
but with children crying a few persons
whispering and some shuffling their
feet it is indeed a difficult task to make
an audience of ten thousand persons
hear I1 have listened with pleaspleasure to
the instructions of our brethren from
the commencement of our conference to
the present time I1 have rejoiced inin
their testimonies I1 have felt that the
elders are improving in wisdom in
knowledge in power and in understand-
ing and I1 rejoice in the privilege which
we have at the present day of sending
out to our own country a few hundred
of the elders who have had experience

who have lived in israel long enough
to know to feel and to realize the im-
portance of the work in which they are
engaged to understand itsita principleslesies
and comprehend the way of life theyrey
can bear testimony to a generation that
has nearly grown from childhood since
the death of the prophet joseph smith

the lord said in relation to those
who have driven the saints that he
would visit judgment wrath and in-
dignationdignation wailing and anguish and
gnashing of teeth upon their heads unto
the third and fourth generation so long
as they repent not and hate me saith the
lord your god

I1 am a native of potsdam st lawr-
ence county new york a town some-
what famous for its literary institutionsaningitsilslearning and the religion and morality
of its inhabitants I1 left therethereinin my
youth with my fathers family because
we had received the gospelGOSP

T I1 of jesus
christ as revealed through joseph
smith and followed with the saints
through their drivings and trials unto
the present day

I1 havenave never seen tthehe occasion nor
klettheletiet the opportunitytunit slipilip from the time
when I1 first camacame to acknowledge of the
truth of the work of the lordlora in the
last days that I1 understood it was in
my power to do good for the advancegenfof this work butwhat I1 have used
mmy17 utmost endeavors to accomplish that
good I1 have never failed to bear a
faithful testimony to the work of gogodgoa
or to carry out to all intents and pur bs
esesthethe wishes sandand designs odtheof the proprophetet
joseph smith I1 was his kinsman was
familiar with him though several years
his junior knew his views his senti
inelne ways his designs and many of
the thoughts of his heart and I1 do know
ehatthatharthethe rservants of god the twelve
apostles upon whom liene laid the author-
ity to bear off the kingdom of god and
fulfillfulfil the work which hee had commenc-
ed0 have done according to his designs
in every particularpatticular up to the presentpresent
time and are continuing to do so andI1 know furthermore that he rejoiced in
the fact that the law of redemption and
celestial marriage was revealed unto
the church in such a manner that it
would be out odtheof the power of earth and
hell to destroy it and that he rejoiced
in the fact that the servants of god were
ready prepared having the keys to bear
off the work he had commencedprevious to my leaving potsdam there
was but one man that I1 ever heayheahheard of in
that town who did not believe the biblehe proclaimed himself an atheist and
he drowned himself

the latter day saints believe the
bible an agent of the american bible
society called on me the other day and
wanted to know if vewe would aid the
society in circulating the biblebibie in our
territory I1 replied yes by all
means for it was the book from which
we were enabled to set forth our doc-
trines and especially the doctrine of
plural marriage

there is an opinion in the breasts of
many persons who suppose that they
believe the bible that Christ when hecame did away with plural marriage
and that he inaugurated what is termed
monogamy and there are certain argu-
ments and quotations used to maintain
this view of the subject one of which is
found in pauls first epistle to timothy
3 chap 2 vs where paul says Abishops hould be blameless the husband

of one winewife 11 the friends ofmonogamy
render it in this way A bishop should
be blameless the husband of but one
wife that would imply that any one
but a bishop might have more butthey will say we mean A bishop

shouldwould be blamebiameblameless the husbandosband of one
wife only well that would also admit
of the construction that other people
might have more than one I1 under-
stand it to mean that a bishop must be
a married man

A short time ago the minister from
the kingring of greece to the united states
called on president young I1 inquired
of him in relation to the religion of his
country and asked him if thebe clergy
were allowed to marry it is generally
understood that the romannoman catholic
clergy are not allowed to marry how is
it with the greek clergy well said
he all the clergy marry except the
bishop I1 replied you render the
saying of paul differently from what we
do we interpret it to mean a bishop
should be blameless the husband of one
wife at least and ivelvewe construe it said
he directly the opposite 11

now this passage does not prove that
a man should have but one wife it
only proves that a bishop should bobe a
married man the same remark is made
of deacons that they also should have
wives another passage is brought up
where the savior speaks of divorce he
tells us that it is very wrong to divorce
and that moses permitted it because of
the hardness of their the children of
israel hearts A man should leave
his father and his mother and cleave
unto his wife and they twain should be
one flesh that is the principal argu-
ment raised that a man should have but
one wife

in the new testament in various
places certain eminent men are referred
to as patterns of faith purity righteous-
ness and piety for instance if you read
the epistle of paul to the hebrews the
lith chap you find therein selected
those persons who through faith sub-
dued kingdoms wrought rrighteousnessv

obtained promises stopped the mouths
of lions quenched the violence of fire
escaped the edge of the sword out of
weakness were made strong waxed
valiant in fight turning to flight the
armies of the aliens and it is said by
faith jacob blessed theahe two sons of jos-
eph and that he conferred upon them a
blessing to the uttermost bounds of the
everlasting hills 11 who was josephjose h
why joseph was the son of racerachel 1

and who was rachel rachel was the
second wife of jacobfjacob a polygamist
jacob had four wives andund after liehe had
taken the second rachelEacheichel she being
barren gave a third wife unto her hus-
band that she mlmightal ht bear children untotinto
him for her annaffand instead of being dis-
pleased with her forgivingfo iving her husband
another wifeI1 god heard her prayer
blessed her worked a miracle in her
favor by opening her womb and she
bear a son and called hihis name josejosephh
rejoicing in god whom she testifiedra
would give her another son the ques
tian now arises were not rachel and
jacob one flesh yes leanleah and jacob
werevere also one flesh jacob is selected byb
the apostle paul as a pattern of faithfalth
for christians to follow he blessed his
twelve sons whom he had by four wives
the law of god as it existed in those
days and as laid down in this book the
bible makes a child born of adultery or
of fornication a bastard and the same is
prohibited from entering into the con-
gregationgregation of the lord unto the tenth
generation

now instead of gods blessing rachel
and jacob and their offspring as we are
told he did we might have expected
something entirely different had it not
been that god was pleased with and ap
probated and sustained a plurality of
wives

while we are considering this subject
we will inquire did the savior in any
place that we can read of in the course
of his mission on the earth denounce
a plurality of wives he lived in a na-
tion of jews the law of moses was in
force plurality of wives was the custom
and thousands upon thousands ofpeobeopeoplele
from the highest to the lowest in uethe
land were polygamists the savior
denounced adultery he denounced for-
nicationni he denounced lust also di-
vorce but is there a single sentence as-
serting that plurality ofwives is wrong
if so where is it who can find itwhy did he not say it was wrong
think not said he that I1 am come

to destroy thele law or the prophets I1
am not come to destroy but to fulfillfulfil
not one jot or one tittle shallshail pass from
the law and the prophets but all shall
be fulfilled ofwhat does the savior
speak when he refers ttoitoto the law
why of the ten commandments and
other rules of life commanded by god
and adopted by the ancients and which
bro pratt referred to yesterday show-
ing you from the sacred book that god
legislated and made laws for the protec-
tion of a plurality of wives ehod 2110
and that he commanded men to take a
plurality under some circumstances

brother pratt further shshowedowcd that the
lord made arrangementarranarrangementsgements to protect to
all intents and purposesporposes thetiie interests of
the first wife and to shield and protect
the children of a wife from disinherit-
ance who might be unfortunate enough
not to havethehave the affectionsaffection ofher husband

these things were plainly
written in the law that law otof whickwhich
the savior says not one jot or one tittle
shall pass away 11 continuing our in-
quiryqulry we pass on to the epistles of john
t we find in the book
of to the seven chur-
ches of asia in them we find the evan-
gelist denounces adultery fornication
and all manner of iniquities andanil abom-
inations of which these churches were
guilty anythingany thing against a plurality of
wiveswivesvives no not a syllable yet those
churches were in a country in which
plurality was the custom hundreds of
saints had more wives than one and if
it had been wrong what would have
been the result why john would have
denounced the practice the same as the
children of israel were denounced for
marrying heathen wives had it
that the law of plurality was the com-
mandmentmandment of god

again on this point we canczin refer to
the prophets of the oldoid testament
isaiah jeremiah ezekiel and others
when god called those men he warned
them that if they did not deliver the
message to the people which he gave
them concerning their sins and iniqui-
ties that his vengeance should rest upon
their heads these are his words to
ezekiel son of man I1 have made thee
a watchman unto the house of israel
therefore hear the word at my mouth
and give them warning from me when
I1 say unto the wicked thou surely
diedip and thou divest him not barninwarning
nor speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way to save his life the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity but
his blood will I1 require at thine hand
yet if thou warn the wicked and he turn
not from his wickedness nor from his
wicked fayhe shall die in hisills iniquity
but thou hast delivered thy soul ezek

how do we find these
prophets of the lord fulfilling the com-
mandmentsmandments of the almighty we find
them pouring out denunciations upon
the heads of the peopeopleTI1e against adul-
tery fornication ana every species of
wickedness all this too in a country
in which from the kingeing down to the
lowestlower orders of the peopeopledpleapiealeaiea plurality ofnowives was practiced do they say ayany-
thing against plurality of wives not
one word it was only in cases where
men and women took Impimproperrorerrojer licence
with each other in violation of the holy
law of marriage that they wereere guilty
of sin I1

ifplurality of wives had been a viola
tion of the seventh commandment those
prophets would have denounced it
otherwise their silence on the matter
would have been dangdangerouserousdrous tota them-
selves inasmuch as the blood of the
people would have been required at
their hands the bptpposers otof celestial
marriage sometimes quote a passage in
the seventh chapter of romans second
and third verses to show that a plurality
of wives is wrong but when we come to
read the passage it shows that a plural-
ity of husbands is wrong Youcanyou can read
the passage for yourselves in the forci-
ble parable used by the savior in rela-
tion to the rich man and lazarus we
find recorded that the poor man lazarus
was carried to abrahams bosom abra-
ham the father of the faithful cherichthe rich
man calls unto father abraham to send
lazarus who is afar off who was
abraham he was a man who hadbad a
plurality of wives and yet all good
christians even pious church deacons
expect when they die to go to abrahams
bosom I1 am sorry to
thousands of them will be disappointed
from the fact that they cannot and willwih
not go where any one haslias a plurality of
wives and I1 am convinced that abrahamabrahm
will not turn out his own wives to receive
such unbelievers in gods law one
peculiarity of this paparablerablebie is the answer
of abraham to the application of the
rich man to send lazarus to his five
brothers lest they come into thisthid place
of torment which was they havenave
moses and the prophets let them hear
them and if they hear not moses and
the prophets neither wowoulduld they be per-
suaded though one rose from the dead 19

moses law provided for a plurality of
wives and the prophets observed that
law and isaiah predicts its observance
even down to the latter days isaiah
in his ath chap and ast1st and 2ndand verses
says seven women shall take hold of
one man saying we will eatcat our own
bread and wear our own apparel only let
us be called by thy name to take away
our reproach in that day shall the
branch of the lord be beautiful and
glorious and the fruit of the earth shall
be excellent 11

A referreferenceemke to the scriptures shows that
the reproach of woman is to be childlessgen 30 cap andanil 23 vs Luke and
25 vs

we will now refer to john the baptist
he came as a forerunnerfore runner of christ he
was a lineal descendant of the house of
levi his father was a priest john
the baptist vaswas a child bomborn by miracle
god having revealed to his father thaethalthat
elizabeth who had been many years
barren should bear a son john feared
not the world but went forth preaching
in the wilderness of judea declaiming
against wickedness and corruption in
the boldest terms he preached agagainst
extortion against the cruelty exercised
by soldiers and tax gatherers he even
was so boldboli as to rebuke the king on hishla

neto his face for adultery did he
say anything against a plurality ot
wives no it cannot be found yet I1

thousands were believers in and braeprac-
ticed this order of marriage under the
law of moses that god had revealed

in bringing this subject before you
we cannot help saying that god knew
what was best for his people hence
he commanded them as he would have
them act the law regulating marriage
previous to moses recognized a plural-
ity of wivesvives abraham and jacob and
others had a plurality these are thetho
men who are referred to in scripture as
patterns of piety and purity david had
many wives the scripture says that
david did that which was right in the
eyes of the lord and turned not aside
from anything that he commanded him
all the days of his life save in the mat-
tey ofaf uriah the hittite 1 kings 15 cap
avs I1 I1 E have found david the son of
jesse a man after mine own heart which
shall fulfill all my will of this mans
seed hath god according to his promise
raised unto israel a savior jesus acts
13 cap 2322 and 23 vs did david sin in
taking so many wives no in what
then did his sin consist it was be-
cause he took the difowefa of uriahurlah the
hittitetite that is violated the lawlair 01of godMitin taking her the lord had given him
the wives of saul and would have given
him many more but he had no right to
take one who belonged to another when
he did botheso the curse of adultery fell upon
his head and his wives were taken from
him anand givegivenn to another we will
now inquire in relation to the savior
himself Ffromeromrom whom did he descend
from the house of david a polygamist
and if you will trace the names of the I1 I1

fainfamilies1iesles through which he descended
you wiwill nindfindn thata numnumbersersens 0of themem hada
a plurality of wives how appropriate
it would have been for jesus descenddescent
ing asheas he did from a race of polygamistsabts
lolaveto havehavo denounced thisthip institution ofof
plural marriage andaud shown its sinful-
ness had it been da sin can we sup-
pose for one monimomententtnt if patriarchal
marriage were wrong that he would
tinderunder the circumstances have been
silent concerning it or failed to denounce
it in the most positive manner then
if plural marriage be adultery and the
offspring spurious christ jesus is not
the christ and we must look for an-
other

all good christians are flattering
themselves with the hope that they will
finally enter the gates of the new jeru-
salem I1 presume this esthe hope of all
denominations catholics protestants
greeks and all who believe the bible
susupposeose they go there what will they
finindfindnv Ttheyhey will find at the twelve gates
twelve angels and names written
thereon whichardwhichchareare the names orthoof the
twelve tribes children of israel
the cambsnames bf sons of jacob
the polygamist can TIa monogamist
enter there and the walls of the city
had twelve foundations and in them
the names of the twelve apostles of the
lamb 11 and at the gates the names of
the twtwelveelvo tribes of israel from the
twelve sons of the four wives of jacob
those who denounce patriarchal mar-
riageria e will have to stay without and never
walk the golden streets and any man
or woman that lifts his or her voice to
proclaim against a plurality of wives
under the government of god will have
to seek an inheritance outside of that
city for I1 there shall in no wise enter
into it anything that dendeflethileth neither
whatsoever abomination or
mabeth a lie for without are sorcerers
whoremongers and whowhosoever loveth
and mabeth a liefie 11 Is not the man that
denounces celestial marriage a liar
does he not work abomination 1I
jesus have sent mine angel to testify
unto you these things in the churches
I1 am thlethe root and droffspringspring of the po-
lygamistlygamist david the bright and the
morningstarmorning star 11

31maxmay god enable us to keep his lawia
for lKlessedblessed are they that do his comcorn
mandmentsmente that they may have right
to the tree of life and may enter in
through the gate into the city 11 amen
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