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that may be desired, placing the plan- s
¢is and the moon, in thelr proper po- T
gition by means of the tiables. The two
planets particularly interesting are Ju-
piter and Mars, especially the latter on
accounts of Its approach to an import-
ant opposition to the sun. Jupiter now
sets so early that the phenomena of u‘s
sutellites cannot be well observed af-
ter the middle of June. Juplter will
pe in conjunction with the sun one
month later, on July 15 after which
date it will become A morning star
In the meantime Mars will continue to
rise earller and earlier, advancing to-
ward the west with the general revolu
tlon of the heavens, until It comes in-
10 opposition on July 7 when it will
Le seen exactly on the meridian in the
south at midnight, At the same time
{t will draw nearer to the earth, shin- ,
ing brighter and brigher as the weeks |
pass Already it Is the most conspicu-

uus object in the eastern part of the
sky during the first half of the night.
Its declded red tint gives it a glaring
appearance, which immediately arrests
aitention, like a read signal jantern,
The cause of its ruddy color {s found
in the characteristic hue of its sur-
face, which may be likened to the red
sofl prevalgnt in northern New Jer-
sey, and other parts of the country
vadre the ground is composed of trit-
urated red sandstone. It is possible
thet all the land on Mars {8 of this
character, Some astronomers have
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stance §s snow. which melts as the
I, week by week, rises higher in
that hemlsphere of Mars and pours
down more heat upon it It is a pro-
COBS ely uanalogous to that which
5 6 upon the earth where we
Urst the northern and then the
e pelar snowflelds disappear-
ith the alternate advance of sum-
in one or the other of the two | |
! Ispheres, With a telescopd of the !
fime power one may sée a few of the ’
Gark reglons above mentioned, some of |
liich have characteristic shapes that
ain unchanged from year Lo year,
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oo connected with the present op-
MILlon of Mars, and that |8 that the
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; Marvs Is in the conste Hation Saglt-
irlus, a8 shown in the small marginal |
Map, which on aceount of the great —
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1 the chart is drawn.
Upiter is in Gemini, as the ehart
!'hvm B Neptunoe is algo in Geminl, but
.nl\'lnlhls- to the naked eve, Uranuy, like
Y~}1-n.~, I8 In Saglttarius, Baturn % In
10 Wwektern and of the straggling con-
®ellation of Pisces, Venus 1% in Arles
&t the h»glnuln? of the month, passing
ite Pauruy before the end, Meroury
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I8 In Taurus at the beginuing of the
pw-.th,_‘ln Geminl durhfx thns middle,
p'n! In Cancer at the and, Mercury will
'8 In confunetion with Juplter on the
15th, when the 1wo planets will be less
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