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to enter upon the duties of
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ed to be Counsedlors to the Presidont
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and efMiciently in that position; or if
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High Councilors, they would know
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in all cases, thal they mignht be call-
ol upon to sdjudicate. And then
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Brother Snow and Brother Brig-
ham, it would also be for
Brother Rich, for they allhold the
same authority; and we expect;
them to represent to us things as
they are, that we may be ennbled to
eounsel and direct—and they always
do counsel with us, and are glad to
get our vounsel. On theother hand,
for instance, I am President’of the
I'welve Aposties,and by that means
Preaident of the Chu 1t present.
Well, say that Brother Rich or any
ajnrl and directed by the First Pres- | mem the Quorum of the
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; , will shortly take a mis- | further. It is by taking up little odd | ion shall bean ever
sion into the southern portions of the | texts that mistakes are
Church, Colorado and Arizona, | and incorrect ideas conveyed. We |shall flow unto
s must take the whole thing to ascer- | ever.”
tain what is intended, and rightly
divine the word of truth.
“The Presidency of the High |live it? or shall we take our own way
Priesthood, after the order of Mel- | and pursu
where | chisedek, have a right to officiate in | things are beautiful when we reflect
all the offiees in the ehurch.”
Now, will you show me an office, | true, and they are principles which
or- ibility.
tunder this statement? From
thing to d %t’?ﬂ
to the interests | somelhing O ‘Wi the \ ¢
. things as well as with | they have their duties to ?e
the Melchisedek Priesthood and spi- | which I do nol propose to talk about

ritual things, and with
pertaliing fo the interests and well- | Teachers and Deacons, all of whom

iare of Zien,. That is the way Fun-|beld important positions, and all
derstand theseé fmatters.
enter very elaborately into
questions, but I do not
sogthere not being time. But this | took place with me upwards of 40
ition they occupy. :
Priests, afler. the order of|at the time,and was a traveling
the Melchisedek FPriesthood, have n
right to officiate in ;their own stand.| the churehes in that district of coun-
ing, under thedirection of the Presi-| try. A difficully existed in a branch
dency, in adminislering  spiritual] of the Church, and steps were taken
things; and also in the office of an
Elder, Pr&:{or the Levitical order), (me for gettlement. I thought ve

v con and member,” etc. seriously about it, and thought it
I'his shows really, in as few words | a very insignificant affair,
as the matter could be eonveyed io
your understanding, the way that
God has appointed for the governing | are the children of God and should
of those atlhirs m His Church and

When we have a Stake organiza-
tion, as you have he
denecy of the Stake presides over all
Bishops, High Councils, and all au-
thorities of the Stake.
Bishops preside over their respective

der the direction of the Stake Presi-
deney, who in their office and ealling

respousible to the First Presi-
denecy of the Church.

siding Bishop Hunter in al! affairs
the tempora
ests of the Church.
Hunter is under the direction of the

to gur . Priesthood; and all will’ be | dep this meeting, however,
sl "@36-7 was set  apart|tather, because
‘pregide . “over ‘the Reliel
Boctetlesidn - the land of Zion,and
Rister Whlm? her eoumselor; with
. Young her other coun-
plor. I of thisfor the infor-
mation the Bisters, although 1
: ll!'m‘he:v my}:,aver’end of it
n their r, Lhe Kepanend.
With rr:g'paen’l to thove Societies, T
will say, they have done a good
;vor And are a great assistance to
ur Bishops, as well as being pecu-
liarly adapted to consale, bless, and
encourage those of their sisters who
peed their care, and also to visil the
sick, as well as to counsel and: in-|

Uy sad experience that it is Lthe us-
ture ; and dispesition of almost all

ther,

tely begin to exenciss un-
righteous dominion. Henee many
but few are chosen. . No,

OWEr OT nﬁmaum or ought Lo
maintained by virtue ¢f the Priest
hood only by persuasion, by leag sul-
fariu*, by gentleness and meekness,
and by love unfeigned; by kindness
and pure kpowledge, whigl. .shall
enlarge fhe soul, wilhwoui

the children of

being

Beventies and
holding the right hi\:

stead of exercising

great Jmany " honorable and noble

fear of and - teach your sisters
tb do likewise, that we may be the
blessed of§the Lord and our offspring
wi(t).h u-. ' |

ur young people’s Improvement
Associations are v P creditable in-
stitutions, and the its of the Ja-
bors of those ed in this work
are already mamif themselves.
I feel in my heart to say, God bleas
the young men and young women
of Israel; let it be the desire of your
hearts to imitate the virtues of your
parents and of alll good men and
women, keeping your bodies and
8 rltswrohﬂhn(;odmd man.
-1 hen,we have our Bunday Schools
and many of our brethren and sis-
ters in  this are
ZOO0X WorK, 1 woula advise Lhe sup-
erintendents of Siniday Bchools to
endeavor to collect the best talent
they can to teach jand inslruct our
childien. Whatggreater or more
honorable work can we be engaged
in thau in teaching the ehildren the
principles of maivatipn? You that
are diligent and that give your
hearts to these things God will bless,
and the day will come when the
youth of Israsl will rise up and call
you blessed, |

Then with regard to our comumon

schools, et s try to Instruct our
routh as best we ¢éan, and get the

t of teachers, men and women of
intelligence and education who are
not only moral, but good Litter«iay
Saints; men and women who are
not only capable of imparting to ouir
children the rudiments of education,
bzt who are also capable of teaching
them the lawsjofGod as he has reveal-
e{l them for our guidance. And when
you get good teachers. Fou shonld
appreciate them, and you should co-
operate with them in their endeavors
to teach our youlli; and then see
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and through this b
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Elder. I presided over a number of

to have the ‘matter brought bLefore
that curse.
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we ought to soar above such things,
and walk on a higher plane, for we

be willing to suffer wrong rather
than dowrong; to yleld a good deal

entering elabor-
to our birethren for the sake of peace

Bome peopla'l.ark abouf the great
the experience I now have, and yel 1un | clined to think that
[ do mot know that I could do any-
thing better than I did then, Be-
fore going to the trial I bowed before
the and sought wisdom from
him to conduct the affair aright, for
I had the welfare of the . people at
heart. When m‘hnacl w.iul:mb 1
opened the meeting th prayer,
nI:inthen called upon & number of
those present to 3 they did so
and the Spirit of rested upon us.
[ could perceive that a

“Mormons.”
rd Lo educat we are the
gfo atUnitl'ad su;h . \mllet i;:‘iu-,
not possess such no e
mies and Univemsities as nay be |’
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s¢endants of Seth, until
Noah and his sons, of which =ons
Shem received the blessings
taining to the priesthood.
through BShem, and the
this lineage;
ng of Noah
upun Shem, Lhe Priesthood continu-
ed through his seed; while the off-
spring of Ham inherited a curse, and
it was because, as a revelation teacl-
e, somie of the blood of Cain be-
came mingled with that of Iam’s
family, and hence they inherited
Now we will pass by {he places in
the Bible which speak of this birth-
right until we come to 7Isaac, the
son of Abraham, and to Jacob, the
son of Isaac, who bought the birth-
right of his brother Esau.
story that is told of Rebekah helpiug
her son Jacob to  get the first bless-

i it

the High

¢ The same .principle fell upon
| Adam's children; and hence Cain,
the first-born .of Lis father’s
family, according to the Bible ac-
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is birthright en
the principles of righteousness, and
in nceord with the powers of hea-
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it. Then when Cuin found that his
accepled, und his
brother, Abel’s was ncceptled, Satan
tempted him. and entered into him
and led him into the way of all
became
vith the spirit of murder.
tion it as the first apostacy of which
we have record after the fall of man,
through it Cain Jost hbﬂr
first born;and the blessing feil on
one more worthy, and the rightsof
to the next
Adam, which according to
Bible record was Seth, who magni.
Priesthood, honored his
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riesthood, which was sea
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teousness in Rebekah
nor in Jacob in this matter; but, on
there was Lhe wisdom
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the head of Jacob; kl:rowmg as

be in-
eceit, dishon-
esty and unrighteous means were
employed to secure it, and th
hlq: wonder why it should be so.
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s my fmt-borm
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father to lsrael
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of Egypt, 1
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ed both Eli
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righteousness.
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and that we
He has pre

prayer,
Amen.
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and re-confirmed
upon Ephraim the yommger of the
two sous of Joseph, when he referred
fo the dispensationgaf the fullness of
times and the ushering in of its groat
work—when the Lord should set his
hand to gather His people, and ba o

from the beginning.
it exemplified in the calling of the
Lamb of God,who was the first-born
among many brethren, amd was in
all things obedient o Lis Father:
who loved righteousness and hiated
iniquity, and was therefore choscn
and anvinted with the oil of gladness
above his fellows
those who in like manner exercised
their birthright in connection with

and on fhe

the FPriesthood. In
of Eli, who permitted his sons, wiho
were heirs of the Priesthood, 1o sl
bad examples and work iniquities in
Israel, Qod held the fatlier redpons

ible for their course, and e destroy -

in the

obseryving what b

doing, informed Nl
: he was putting his right hand-
on the hyweed of tho youngges boy, b

hough he was blind, he was caraful
o cross hia hands in blesging the

i
m

, I knmow. it, my

irit of the

phraim, the younger Lrother.
was for this reason that God sjpole
through the mouth of Jercmiah

grmm-mln the gathering ot Israil:
lhxn.nias:er to Isrsel,and;k phraim
That is secording

purposes. Heo acknow ledged

this birthrigl

y even to Jupliraid

ranch of the san

In that evenlt

to one of the others.
| We see the same principle sel
when Lthe Lord commanded
Moses to take the tribe of Levi and

to be Priests, I
reason. Now, =n

caused

IFor this

v il b Py

We

So in after yen

heaven,

irtue, integrity =

unrightéously,  we

ordinances
“tho

the

and his, sons, «

raised up another in his place,

The article read in your hearing
from the Doctrine and Covensnis
shows most clearly that the righis
and blessings and keys ol this Priest
hood can only be held and exerchsed
in connection with the powers of
heaven and oun the principles of

It is most beand

Lord
mpled him to do as he did-
confer the greater blesssing upon

it

Now, the Levilical P’riesthood re-
ferred to was not a new Priesthon
We do not understand it to be an
order of Lthe Priesthood instituted at
the time TIsrael was in the wildes-
ness of Sinai, but that it had been
from the beginning a par!
Holy Priesthood, an appendage, «
a subdivision, or b
Tlre rightls of this de-
scended from father to son, wmong
the first-born, unless the firsi-bom
failed to appreciate it and exerise it

d.

of the

1y
bt

it
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He, I have claimed the fiest-born ol
1]l the families of lsarael as my own.
I sent forth my angel to
first- born of the sons
mine angel
to pass Ly the families of Israel, that
he smile not their fArst-Lorn.
remembrance of this He instituted
the ordinance ealled the Passover,
to preserve in the minds o the Is-
raelites the occasien when the Lord
passed over their first-born, whil:
the first-born of thesons of Fuayit
He caused to be slain.
son, He said, 1 have conecrated the

first born as ming own; amd no
sahl 11X o Doy I

the tribes of !arm;l Lthe house of Tevi,
and you shall eonsecrale them to of-
This principle Lhas con-
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nd

righteousness hm! these rights con.

firmed upon him., But in no esse,

He

they chosen to receive the confir

of

days

nd

furl

to contemplate. It is like apples of
gold in pletures of silver.
And that God may enable usto
erve these things in our hearis]

attaln to ali thas
for us,is my earnest

name

of  Jesus,
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tigular duties, and especially is
Lllt.nlia the case in the present organi-
gation of the Church; the Twelve
occupying the position of the Firsl
Presldency. 1 wish, for your infor-
v maticn, toolfer some few ldeas on t Presidency. -
pome of these leading points that | does mot apply to sll
you understand something of | there are a ty of
the natare of theduties and respon-| for )
gibilities that devolve upon us lo al-
tend to. . was to purel
1t is mot correct to suppose t‘htt, uxddlvhbl’_m.
the whole duty of carryingjthis king- | their Jinheritances, and
the Twelve or | charge of the

[ desire briefly
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If I were a Bishop
know what the President of my
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