
THE DESERET WEEKLYWE ka

miscellaneous
AT THE FRONT

surgeon colonel W F stevenson
avroo is known the world over for his
splendidplendid systematizing and bringing
to sla nighhigh state of perfection the ser-
vice of the hospital corps on the field
ofat battleattleto and whose ideas have been
adopted in all armies has prepared the
followingwing description of the latest and

V jiskoot advanced methods which will in
of the war with spain be read

fiutalt the greatest interest As he re
marks the methods are the same in
jja countrcountriesJes the reader can

apply the follfollowing facts to the
american army

MOWhow much depends on the emplo-
yment of efficient means for affording

to the wounded in cam
catene can only be thoroughly under
arodtood and appreciated by those who
have had practical experience otof the
hoitorp of war upon the field of bat-
tle not only the future condition of the
jimim of war as regards suffering
alad the usefulness of limbs but even
thetee prespreservationer of life itself is in
evolved in the merthmethods which are made
ue of for the collecting and succoring
of the wounded the german medical
officersers reported after the waxwar of0als0 71 that large numbers of men died
lf tinethe field hospitals three or tourfour days
arterafter their admission not so much
fr the immediate effects of their
wounds as in consequence of the gener-
al exnaexhaustion of vitality following on
swagdug exposure on the field which on
acme occasions had been unavoidable
ifor the prevention too of the aggra-
vation of the conditions otof the

as well as to insure the
of treatment on the lines

ac surgery it is all important
hawk wounded men be rapidly picked up
andpd carried out of danger otof further in

1 jury to where nourishment can be
to them and their wounds at

to
bat besides this every feeling of

promptsprompta us to aid the
hounded soldiers at the earliest mo

oka and to the utmost otof our pow-
er and to place him where he will feel

his comfort and his urgent re
cements are certain to receive that

OKWT and attention so necessary to his
recoverycoveryxe and sogo well deserved for so

an adhereadherencenm to such a duty as
his carried as he has carried it to
the 1extent of risking life itself

afa the armies of every civilized nation
inift the world the methods to be em-
ployed for these purposes are in mo-
demI1 times laid down by regulation
axed in all they are based on the same

ueral principles with some slight
folstmad unimportant variations necess-
itatedj by the circumstances of pai
demlar casesawtak former times no systematic meth
oft tir the performance of these im
octant duties had been decided on foxfot

the griglish army until the year 1877

cje was no unit in the british army
whose special business was to collect
awaand attend to the wants of the wound

ft men where they fell upon the field
awen at as late a period as the time
awtf the crimean war the only men
affeavailablegable for the purpose of helping a
woundedded man off the field were the

bandsmenbandsmanbands men or his com
in the corps to which he be
and no means could have been

more inefficient than they they had
never been taught and knew nothing
of how to move and carry wounded
menmaes novnoc of course had they any ap-
preciationI1 on of the risk wounded meumen
are exposed to when moved by inex

ced hands moreover their corncomiiraae in the regiment had other work
ott06 kandhand and were there for other

purposes in the year 1877 a com-
mittee with the late sir thomas
longmore col brackenbury and ma-
jor kemmis R A as members was
assembled in london by the comander
in chief A scheme for a bearer com-
pany was drawn up by this committee
and this was the model on which the
bearer company as at present organ
izad is based this bearer company
was first tried in actual warfare in
the zulu war of 1879 and as we
learn from longmore on gunshot
wounds its operations were then
attended with such success every
man who fell wounded being at once
picked up and carried to the rear for
surgical aid that the secretary of
state for war called the attention of
the house of commons to them es-
peciallypec allytally totd the courage of the bearbearerserb
who kept close up to the attacking
troops and to the rapidity with which
all the wounded were placed bundek
hospital treatment

for purposes of description the
means torfor medical assistance of the
sick and wounded in a campaign tsas
laid down by regulation may be di-
vided into three lines

the first line of assistance is com-
posed of the regimental aldaid and the
bearers companies

the second line comprises the field
hospitals and the stationary hospitals
on the lines of communication ana

the third line the general hospitals
at the base of operations abid if the
base be on a seaboard hospital ships

the firstfirlit line the regimental aid
when on active service every corps or
regiment has a medical officer attached
to it during the campaign four men
per squadron or two kenper company
axeare trained during peace time in
stretcher bearer work how to lift and
carry wounded men on stretchers and
in rendering first aid to wounded on
the field the medical officer and these
trained stretcher bearers form part of
the first line of medical assistance viz
the regimental aidaad the bearer com-
panypany forms the other oartdart

A bearer company laIs a body of men
composed of the medical staff corps and
its reserves including the militia re-
serves especially trained and prac-
ticed in affording first aid to wounded
men placing them on stretchers car-
rying them to where surgical treat-
ment can be given to them and in
packing them into ambulance wagons
for conveyance to the field hospitals
it is commanded and administered by
officers of the army medical staff

the personnel otof a bearer company
consists of three officers of the army
medical staff one warrant officer six
sergeants one bugler and fifty three
rank and file of the medical staff corps
of the inlatterater thirty two are stretcher
bearers for eight stretchers at four
men each and the remainder are cor-
porals privates cooks servants etc

the transport of a bearer company
may be either wheel or pack in
the former case all the stores baggage
tens surgical appliances etc are car-
ried in service wagons of different pat-
terns and in the latter on pack mules
wheeled transport is used where the
nature of the country permits its em-
ployment and pack mule transport
under other circumstances as in moun-
tain warfare when wheeled transport
is available ten ambulance wagons axeare
supplied for the carriage of the wound-
ed each capable of accommodating an
average of nine men some lying down
and some sitting up when only muletransport can be used cacolets and
coolies or lushaj dandlesdandies are em-
ployed

the working of the first line of med

I1 leal assistance on the field itsie carried outotin the following manner the medmedicallofta
officers of corps accompanied by tb
trained regimental bearers twelve torfora cavalry regiment and sixteen for an
infantry regiment carrying one stretch-er for every two men place themselves
in rear of the regiments to which they
belong As men fall wounded they aare
attended to by the medical officer asa
far as may be practicable for it is im-
possiblepoeelble that he concan personally treat
them all and carried to a spot under
cover if one be available at a short
distance if not this first postpoet of am-
si

as-
sistancesi must be established under fire
in the open field the surgical treat-
ment at this part of the battlefield must
necessarily be of the simplest kind for
it is distinctly laid down by regula-
tion that the medical officer and the

I1 bearers 1 must not lose touch with their
regiments but must keep close to
them and advance and change positionsposit ioni
as they do the duties of the regi-
mental aid are strictly confined to thosethem
they can perform under these condi-
tions the application of first field
dressings which every officer and man
carries on his person to the apper tureetures
in the skin the reindering of frafracturedefured
limbs provisionally immovable so as

I1 to prevent aggravation of these injuries
by transport by the use of extempor-
ized splints such as swords bayonets
scabbards rifles sticks etc all of
which are sure to be available the
controlling of serious hemorrhage by
surgical means and possibly the in-
jection of morphia in certain cases be-
yond this nothing can bwbe attempted
because touch with the regiment must
be kept up if then a place under
cover is available the wounded areAM
carried there if not they must be left
lying on the field in either case they
are picked up later by the bearer com-
pany

the bearer company is in theory
is supposed to work in the rear of jhb
regimental aid but practically the

two portions of the first line of assist-
ance perform their duties in the same
part of the field clone in rear of the
fighting ine

the work of a bearer company dur-
ing battle is carried on in three sec-
tions as it were at the dressing sta-
tion at the collecting station and by
the stretcher squads in rear of the
fight the medical officer in command
selects a place under cover out of range
or out of the line of fire here the
dressing station is established anam
operating tent is pitched the surgsurgicalicAt
equipment of dressing materials in-
strumentsst bandages etc tois opened
out antiseptic solutions are prepared
water is boiled and everything got in
readiness for the numerous operations
which may be required and torfor the
general treatment of the wounded aaaa
soon as they arrive nourishing food
Is prepared and torfor this purpose a
cook forms part of the personel at the
dressing station A good water supply
is almost a necessitysity but if one cannot
be obtained the water cart of the com-
pany must be utilized all the surgical
work at the dressing station is perpera
formed by the surgeon major of the
beaber company assisted by one of the
junior officers

the collecting station Is the place to
where the wounded are carried by the
stretcher bearers for transport to the
dressing station it should be as near
the fighting liveline as possible but under
cover or out of the line of tirefire the
sites for the dressing and collecting
stations should be so selected as to
have a road between them suitable for
the bearer company transport and con-
necting the former with the field hos-
pitals in the rear and they should bebo
close together when possible so asa to
lessen the labors of the transport aniani-
mate at the collecting station ayeare as-
sembled the ten ambulance wagons for
the conconveyance of the wounded to thi


