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bottom of a sort of tuunel, were glad to make

This is the way men feel; they are all the time
alraid of being deceived; when the truth comes,
they dare not trust their eyes, their ears, or Uieir
understanding; they are all the day long fearing
and trembling lest they should be deceived —
And at the same time, ‘nfidelity, Mesmerism,
electro-biology, spiritual communications of va-
rious kinds and grades are taking hold of the
minds of the haman race, from those in the high-
est ranks of society to the lowest. '

And here in the newspapers we will find half
their columns taken up with accounts of murder,
suicide, plunder, bloodshed, and every olher spe-
ces of crime. And what of it?—says one —
Why, erime seems to be the principal feature of
the day, And what is the cause of all this?—
The reason is because the people have rejected
the truth, and therefore the light of truth has
deased to shine in their hearts.

They thirst for one another's blood, and they
thirst after and desire each other’s destruction,
and they have no feeling for anytiing but blood
and slaughter; and the great question the world
over, but esp=cially in the east, is whether the
Emperor of Russia shail have the privilege of
building as many ships as he may think proper,
and pulting them in the Black sea He says
that a part of the Black sea and the sea of Azdff
are in his dominions, and that ke will do as he
pleases; but the allied powers swear that he shall
not, and they stake the lives of millions, and de-
clare that he shall not build any more ships than
some half dozén other nalions see proper to keep
in that sea. This =eems to be the whole ques-
tion which canses the lives of millions to be in
jeopardy continually. |

I say, read the Deserct News; read the ac-
counts of the miasions of the elders; read the
great things that are being revealed week after
week —the History of the Prophet, the revela-
tions which ecame thro’ him, and see hiow rapid-
ly they are fulfilling, and observe how partyism
and eonstant rangling are seizing the human
mind, and how tremendously they will contend
with each other, and sustain one another in lies,
and speak evil of thoge who ate good.

With these remarks [ shall give way, praying
that the Lord may biess yon forever: AmMEN.

[From the Correspondence ot the Journal of Commerce, ]

EARTHQUAKE AT BROUSSA.

Bersur, Syris, May 14, 1855.

Having visited severul places in the ast, from
Smyrna to the Dead Sea,in which remuin the
deep traees of the voleanié action or terrible
earthquakes which in perods remote or compara-
tively recent desolute them, [ wus prompted to
collect whatever facts und inforination 1 was able
resprcting these appulling e tastrophes.

Bat while turning my attention in this direc-
tion, an event oceurred not far distant, calli g back
attention [ron the past to the prrm:-ul—.r:%l Lthe
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remote to what is ulmost occurring undeér my
eyes, Startied by an eveut the like of which I
had never withessed or been wear, 1 begun at
once to gather up whatever information could be
ohituined from the Smyrun and Counstantinople
French papers,.and also from private soorces
—little dreaming  however, that | wus to write a
chapter which three mouths have uot brought te
an end.

The city of Broussa is of great antiquity, hay-
ing been the capital ot the provinece of Bithyuiy,
and afterwards of the Turkish empire, and the
burial-place of the Buwltans; Irom which fuct, as
well us from its nnmerousz and splendid inosques,
there having been formerly abcut 200, it was
called by the Moslems *fthe Hely City.” It 1s
sitnated a% the foot of Mount Olympus. on the
coast of the Black sea, though not direetly on the
shore, baving Gleml-k for its po t, us Paris hus
Havre. The distanee from Coustantivople is
on'y abont 69 miles across the water.

Within a recent period the population was fully
100,000, though various canses have contsibuted
of late to redace it 1o 80,000, composed of Turks,
Greeks, Jews and Armenians; and for ages it has
been one of the most flourishing commereial em-
poriums of the Turkish empire. - The American
board established a mission there about twenty-
five years ago, with special reference to the Ar-
menians, whicl hus been one of the mos! guceese-
ful of all under their direction in the E st.  Its
mineral springs, whose hesling virtues were per-
haps the work of the internal fires boneath it,
which have finally destroyed it, have been celebra-
ted for ages.

The first intimation of the terrible events whiel
were (o follow, was given on Saturday, February
17, on the islind of Sanos, situated in the Arehi-
pelago, not far below Sinyraoa, and near the muin
land, and some three huudred «r four husdred
miles distant from Broussa. Aboeut midnight on
thut day, the inhabitanis were disturbed in their
slumbers by the shocks of an earthguake, which in
their violence, regularity snd duration, hud not
been equulled by any similur ocenrrence in the
memory of the living. B ginnisg at midnight
they continued through the night, and till the
Tuesday following, wit wut interruption.

Some of the shocks lusted not le-s than five or
six seconds, and guve to the houses an oscillatory
motion, which threaten d to tamble thom on the
ground at every moment. As Somos i little Jess
than the product of volcanic action, the peaple
were at once persuaded the shocks wer: conneci-
ed with an earthquake 1 Anatolis, or some island
in the Archipelego. Growing feehier ard feebler,
they finally ecessed, witliout occusioning any
considerably injury.

At the same time a violent shock occasioned
tlarm at the port of Uacri, not fzr from Rhodes,
Which, if it oceasioned extreme peril. vet in one
lstance wrought a wonderful deliverance. It is
stated that a littie village was being swallowed u

progress was stayed, without the loss cf a single
life or the ruin of a stugle house. The nolucky
“nd yet lucky villugers, finding themselves at the
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ladders, and thus escape from their prisons.

All remained quiet from February 21 to Feb-
ruary 20, the last day of the mouth, when a
shock alarmed the city of Smyrua ot 3 o’clock in
the moruing, remarkable fer its duration rather
than its violenece. The, cscillations were very re-

day aud the same hour, Constantinople was sha-
ken by a vieleut earthquuke, the ceutre of which
was soon ascertsined to be the ill-fated city of
Broussa. Afler torren's of ruin bhad descended

 for 24 hours, aceompanied with terrible claps of

thuuder and strong gales from the south-eust, at
J o'clock in the eveniug the sky was suddenly
overcast, aud the strong edor of burning <ulphur
and iron was diffused through the atmosphere,
when a sudden shock of earthquuke laid the city
in ruins. . |

The first oscillation was from westto east;
then came a sort of violent gambolling of the
eurth; then anether oscillation, much wmore vio-
lent than the first; and then a calm suceeeded,
after a shock of 50 or 60 second’s duration. But
short as the time wus, it was loug enough to bring
destruction upon this ancient, renowned and
flourishing city. From 60 to 80 minarets, with
us many mosques, were either shuken down or
else eracked iu such a mannperas to threaten in-
stant falling. amerous khans were also de-
stroyed, aud large, splendid edifices utterly disap-
peared under the mighty heaps of ruins which
covered them. r

Among the mosques destroyed was one ancient
and celebiated, und the pride of the city, being of
elegant Grecian architecture, and having stood for
twelve hundred years.  Another, whose maguifi-
cent proportions and splendid workmanship recal-
led the ancient grandeur und opulence of the old
Turkish capital, and had been erected six hundred
years, wus greally injured, but not destroyed.
The Greek quurter, situated upon a hill, was the
most dumaged—the houses from above fulling
upon those below, and together crushing the
dwel ings and their inmates,

In one case a s'lk steam (actory fell upon the
owner, his two sous, and thirty female operatives,
burying all in its ruins. To add to the calamity,
a fue broke out among the fallen buildings, which
spread further destruction of property and life,
but which was arrested ufter six hours’ work of
destruction. Travelers upon the lund, and pas-
sengers upon the ses, guzing at the terrible vol-
ume of flame, were unable in the distance to
determine whether it wus a conflagration or a
volcano.

During the night the shoeks were repeated
every half hour, but with d minishing violence,
and continued to be ielt for five or six duys after,
but slightly, ard at uncqu l intervals. The streets
blocked up by the ruius, the houses fullen or
rendered uninhabi‘uble; the people were oblig-d
to resort to the ficlds outside the walls where
they pitched their tents or pillowed their heads
under the canopy ef heaven. Even the wooden
buildings were so injured as not to be trusted by
their owners.  The whole number of those who
nerished was fully 300. = At the ssme time, intel-
ligence was bronght from different parts of the
proviuce, that whole villsges had been utte:ly des-
troyed, a [r ghtiul number of the inhabitans being
buried tn the ruins.

The tuternal forces of the earth seemed to
have exhausted their power with the overtirow of
Broussa and the sarrouncing conntry, for sheeks
were felt o ly feebly and unfrequently during the
month of March. A citizen of Broussa, writiug
under the date of Aprii 4, says:—*“For three duys
we have not hud an earthquake, and confidence
begins to be re-established smong the people; but
the misery is immense and indescribable, The
country, also, fuvared with an admirable tempera-
ture, is elothed with vegetation; and withoutany
dis 'ster oceurring, the best hopes of the farmers
will be realized.” |

At the very moment these hopes were cherished
and expressed, the rrhi:rcvd ngencies of nature
were prepared for newgpand wider destruction.
For in the night of April 5, the people. sunk in
refreshing and quiet sleep, were alarmed by a
violent shock, which reculled the scenes of Feb-
ruary 28. These shocks weré repeated from hour
to hour during the night, but with less foree,
when they finally ceused, with slight vertical hori-
zortal movements.

But Wednesday, April 11, was a memorable
day in the records of this devoled city—naot only
repeating but exceeding the horrors of Februnry
| 28. At half past six o'clock in the evening a
violent shock was felt at Constartineple, which
lasted fifteen seconds, and wus followed by others
during that night and the night following, and wes
feit at Smyrna at the same time. A passenger

stated that the shock was so violent there, that
though he was in a wooden house he desired to
leave it, and was obliged to gtep on the stairs pnd
hang on to them in order to escape fulling. Bu!
the shucks which only frightend the peopls of
Constantinople and Smyrra, annibilsted what-
ever remained of Broussa,

Beginuing about eizht e'clock in the evening,
they were repeated with extraordinary rapidity,
and eame with such violence, that all the peo, le
who happened to be in the streets or out of doors,
were thrown upon the gronnd. They eontinued
during the who'e of the night, with less violenee,
and ulso with less destruction, because they had
cchieved all the rain which was possible, Fifty
| mninarets, before spared, wers tumbled to the
eround, and entire streets were go blocked ur
F with the debris of falling buildings, as to muke
circalation impossible.

In the first cutastrophe many khans had been
able to withetand; but now they were ecmpelled
to fall befoge this pew seonrge of God. Ag hefore,

. P | 2 conflagrution {illowed the eartlign: ke, #nd ad-
Whole and alive, when having sunk sixty feet, its | : ’

ded to the horrore of the scene. The Custom
[House tock fire, and wus goon redvced to ashes,
with all the merchandise it contained. From
thence the fire wus communicated to the wooden

gular, and went from north to south. The same

who come from Ghemlek, the port of B oussn,+

g

buildings which the earthquuke had spared, and
svon they became the prey of the flumes. Aall
the mosques ana the ancient and renowuned mouu-
ments of Broussa were Lurned, or more or less
injured.

T'he ivhabitants, surprised by the calamity, had
only time to flee from their houses, and tuke re-
fuge muder the tents which they spread for the
company. The number of persous sscertained to
huve been killed wus about 400, without complet-
ing the investigation. A resident of Broussa
wiiies us follows to the Journul de Coustantino-
ple, under the date of April 19th: y

“In my lust letter | informed you that the
shocks of earthquakes coutinued every day. Siill
we were hoping to reach the end of our calumities,
when, on Weduesduy evening, April 11th, at thir-
ty minates pua-t oue, by Turkish time, a dull
sound was heard proceeding from the bowels of
the earth, the forerunner, or rather the very pre-
sence ol the terrible catustrophe, which must in a
few secouds have reduced to ruins whatever re-
mained of the Holy City. Five minutes luter, a
second vertical shuck suecred:d, and wi h such
violence that the entire city was ruised from its
fonndations, aud burled down with a terrible
erush.  This lasted about twenty-five seconds,
but had at least three times the force of the
earthquake of the 28th.

“To describe fo you gll the heart-rending
scenes, the sufferings and agonies of our unfortu-
nate population, would be impossible to me, in
the painful impressions under wtich I labor, All
the momunents, and all the 'structures of stoue

are overthrown ar broken! while the greater part

of the wooden buildings have fullen, and among
those that remain few are inhubitable. As in the
first iustance, five minutes after the earthquuke,
a fire broke outin the lower part of the city,
which lasted eighteen hours, and consumed fiiteen
hundred houses and sho

“For twenty-four hours the shocks were re-
peated, at small iutervals, the greater part weak,
ut some sufficiently viclent to bring down the
tottering walls and houses which remuiued. I do
not spe ;K of the material losses, which are ineul-
culable; T can only pour my tears over the un-
happy lot of the victims buried under the ruins,

 or burnt a‘ive by the confligraii n.  The precise

pamber cannot be knowu, but [ think it must be
linmense.

“The news which has just come to us from
the provinees is of the most distressiog nature
In the southwest many v llsges have been eatirely
destroyed, or greatly dumuaged.”

At onee nearly the whole European populat on
left the city of Constantinople, while the unhappy
natives encamped in the grdens and out of the
city in miseralle burracks, hus'ily constructed of
the dwbris of fallen honses; und the eity wus
made a desert. But misfortune did not quit them
theére; for violent shocks followed, which made
the very tents tremble which sheltered them.
The miversl waters doubled their volume, aud
warm water ran everywhere throngh 'the city.

I shonld have stated, in making out this exten-
ded record of @ memorabls and rure oceurrence,
that the island of Rhodes, ata great distauee from
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fliuch or stir for a Llew, Lut his eyes durken and
his thick lips close. Ie is dirty in his person
and hab’ts, but uct unudy or slovenly; for he
'seems ulwuys on purade. God o1 ly kuows what ¢
thoughts pu-s through his wiud, for he never ut-
trs anv. He appears profoundly mppressed with
liis ow u iusi. nificance uud inferiority to every one
who wears a good coit,uud he bows down abject-
ly before u bit of gold luce uud a sword, whoever
wears them. He bus no soldierly love of plea-
sure,

He loves drink, indeed, and he will sit silently
soaking raw spirits us lor g us he can get any, but.
the liquor has no bri_htening «ff-ct en him, He
is us iinpassive in Lis cups us when sober. He
may drivk himsell blind, deat, speechless,motion-
less, but he esnnot drink himsell guy. 1 an offi-

ccer told him to walk down u precipice, or drink &

gluss of speedy poison, the idea ol remonstrance
or disobedience would never occur to him. He
wounla do either us merely u part of his allotted
t sk in life. the object for which he wus born. He
has been told that the Freuch and English are
impiovs bereiics, a sort of plsusible devils in hu-
man shape; he believes it cevoutly, for he has no
ressoning powers, no opiniots.

| He believes that he will incur Divine wrath by

holding eommuunion wiih them; that they will
poison lim il he ests their tood; that they will

torture instesd of healivg bim, 1t he is wounded;

' thut their medicines are death in disguise, their
' benefits a mockery, their kindness a device of the

evil one, He does not thiuk these things distinet=
ly, and one after the other; but such is the gen-
eral confused impression on his al jeet mind, His
clothes are ill. mude and seanty; they are so thin
thut they seem ull cutside; a broad white band is
slung over his right shoulder und descends to his
lett hip; this su tuins his sword—it is not a very
gocd one. The mass of the Russiun ermy are of
ccurse badly armed,Irom the orgauized system of
speculation which exi«s in every depsrtn ent. In-
deed, the Russinn soldier hus perhaps vever had a
full meal of wholesome food even in Fis lifetime.
He wus robbed b fore he was Lorn, like Lis father
before him, and bhe hus been robbed ever since.
First, by the baron and the disponent; since, by

every one who has bud to go with him.

In the army he has had to digest the last sub-
I'mated essence of rohbery; for in Russia the
commander-in-chief robs the ;jenera's, and the
generals, efter their degree, rob the colonels, and
the colonels rob the msjors, and the majors rob
the captains, and the captains rob the lirutenants,
but all rob the soldier together. Russia presents,
perhaps, the only example in history of a coun-
try governed by a military despotism, and in
which the scldiers have been suc esstully kept in
the s ume stute of sluvery as the rest of the com-
munity.

THE RUSSIAN OFFICER.

He is a trim, slim, soldierly, distin gvished-look-
ing mau; not handsome, or even good-looking,
but nice. He is shaven to the ext eme of neat-
ness, His elipped moustuclios are funltless. The
general elegance of his exterior is ivdisputable.
His uniforn is astonihing'y well made, His
manners are charming. He has none of the cold,
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hva violent earthquaka on the Tth o April; and
Myteleue. in the northern Archipelngo, on the
same day and honr with Broussa. The shocks
continued to be expericneed ut Bronssa, down to
the lust of Aprilyand the inhabitants were prepar-
ed for more disusters. e

It will be secn that the area of this earthquake
is of vast extent, embracing the northarn and
western parts of Asia Minor, the full length of
the Archipeligo from north to south, and a part
of Europe. The frequency of the shocks, and
their long countinuunce, reaching from February
17 to nearly the present time, il not further, are
without precedeit in the history of simiiar phe-
nomens, and make the occarrence one of rare
interest,

But here is another and more agreeable study
beforé me, from which I n-ver wish to turn my
eyes: Glorious Old Lebanon sending up its peaks

10,000 feet into the sky, sometimes v in the
clonds, and sometimes bathed in the n sun-
light, like Him who made it and inhab With

the mercury at 80 degrees in the cool stone houses
at its bage, a party of B.oston travellers, who had
just crossed it from Dumusera to Tripoli, told me
the last week they pussed over beds of snow
which they judged to be from thirty to forty feet
deep, and wi'h a erust sufficiently strong to bear
up their horses! .

<o
[Continued from page 157, ]

PICTURES FROM THE BATTLE-
FIELDS.

THE RUSSIAN SOLDIER.

He is a eulky, sallen, stupid-looking fellow,
with a pale blne comp'exion, like that produced by
what the doctors call the “adimivistration® of
nitrate of silver.in cuses of disease. Poor wreteh!
he looks like a felon, for he has been treated all
bis life as n hound, He has a short straight nose,
the nostri's of which ars tarned ontwurds, and
seem like two small holes in his tace. He has
ittle round eyes; but he is too stupid by ill-treat-
ment to have any expression in them, though he
s in the first flush of youth and strepgth. His
hair i3 of a rusty bay or red ish brown. It does
not dure to curl or wave, and sticks out in points
and votches, as though in despair of doing right,
turn which way it wil.

[le is a square-built, powerful man, but he is
listless, gilent, and awkwurd. Ile appears sus-
ceptible of neither pain or pleasure; to bave no
rexpect or love for himself. He seems to have
neither reason or instinet. He is a machine ready
to obey a toneh of the impelling rod, or to have
something within bim which hears and acts at
the hoarse shout of command, but of himself he

terizes the Austrinn officer.

If you ghake hands with him, he gives such a
courtly yet cordial squeeze, that yon might fancy
his very weli-bred soul was in his wurm sgreeable
fingers.  In society he is d-lightful. His conver-
sation positively spurkles with good ‘sayings, and
and is interestiog, from its gay profusion of the
most upt and well-told anecdotes. His courtesy
is winning to a degree. lHe apologizes more
rendily aud gracefull' for the most trifling acci-
dent than any gentleman in Europe. You feel
positively under an obligation to Lim for having
inadvertently trodden on your toe, or inserted his
elbow in your ribs in a crowd.

He is so accomplished a linguist, that you
would inwardly confess he spesks your own lan-
guage belter than you do yourself. aAll languoages,
indeed, seem o come naturel and essy to him,
Then he is a traveller! He spesks with equal
familiarity about the North Pole and the Tropics.
He tells you precisely what you wish to know.
In a [ew pungent sentences he raises a pictare in
your mind of any pluca or person, a picture of
such finished and perfect securacy, that time will
try in vain to effice it. He is certainly not a lit-
erary man, vet he is said to be the author of one
of the most remarkuble pamphlets of the duy, and

Lis information on bterature is astounding.

[e knows tlie policy and public men of every
state in Farope thoroughly. He has dined with
them. and he knows niore about them than you
and I, who have lived familiarly with tbem all our
| ves. Thisis pnot pretence er fanfaronnade; his
knowledge is perfectly submissive to good taste; it
is never brought forward intrusively, but it comes
at the first cali when wanted, and it is perfeelly
sound.  He would tell you something new of
Lord Byron, or of your own brother, which would
pat his character before you in a different light to
any in which you had bitherto counsidered it.

' From the intricacies and oddities of the British

constitution to the last raw theories of the newest
republicanism in Germany, and the private
opinions of Rudolph, the filty-second hereditary
Margrave of Noodleland, everythi r is equally
familiar to him.

He has not the smallect prejudice on any-sub-
jeet whatever. You cannot urgue with him, h's
ideas are so fluent, and appear so reasonable when
attered, that panting dissent toils after them in
vain. He appears to have considered every scheme
of government which has ever attracted tle at-
tention of mankind. He believes that of Russia
to be the best. He does not quarrel with you for
thivking differently, if you really do so0. ~Every
man may enjoy his own opinion, and he resgects
vours, though he cannot partuke of it. Such is
the dazzling surface of the character of many

dots nothing. He has no will, no energv, no|among the higher classes of the most "extraordin-

pride ol eraft,
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ary people in the world; but go deeper, an 1 you

If you speak to him suddenly, he starts, and | shall marvel at the low depths of its infamy und
takes an dltitude of drilled attention. Ile will not | disgrace, the completeness of its rottenness and



