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tnin the ways of virtue that they may
be useful in their generation give
them if possible a good education if
nature hathbath made no differences do
you make none in your affections
countin ances nor partipartiousoua partiality
their way begets envy haerel strife
and contention

and as for yourselves within your-
selves my desire hathbath been to carry
ann even hand towards you all and I1
dhave labored to reduce you asmarbiear amiaai could all circumstances con-
sideredsiVidered to an equality and thereforemy last request and charge is that you
will live together in an undivided bond
otof love you are many of you and itifyou join together as one man you need
not want anything what counsel what
comfort what money what friendsmay you not help yourselves unto ifyou will all as one contribute your aids
wherefore my dear children I1 pray
Vebeseech and adjure you by all the re-
lationslatlons and dearness that hathbath ever
been betwixt us and by the heart rend
ing pangs of a dying father whose soul
hathbath ever been bound in the bundle of
lifer with yours that you know one an-
other visit as you may each other
comfort counsel relieve succor help
and admonish one another and whileyourur mother lives meet her if possible
oncenee every year when she is dead
vatch on some other place if it may beyourur elder brothers house or if you
cannoteAnnot meet send to and hear from
aeh other yearly and oftener if you
caad6 and when you have neither father
buor mother left be as many fathers
saidand mothers to each other so you
shall understand the blessings men-
tioned in the psalm

Asam to your estates be not troubledthatteat you are below your kindred get
moreanore wisdom humility and virtue and
velyou are above them only do this
beal with your hearts to make them
liessless begin low join together to help
one another rest upon the promises
which are many and precious this way
hoovegiove mercy and have mercy on your-
selves and one another and I1 know
1 know I1 say and I1 am confident in
litit that itif you will trust god in his own
way he will make comfortable pro
colonsions for you make no more object
alons but trust him

1 for the public bless god that you
I1

live in a land of liberty and bear your-
selves dutifully and
towards the authority under which you
eve see gods providence in the ap-
pointment of the federal constitution
uttad hold union and order as a precious
leweljewel and torfor the church of christ
neither set her above her husband nor
wowbelow her children give her that honor
obedience and respect that indueis due her
ana if you will be my children and
heirs of my comfort in my dying age
itebe neither another nor factions of any
party or faction or novelty it is true
ahlo laits not a rising way but it tois a
treefree fair comfortable way for a man
follow his own judgment without wa-
vering to either handband I1 make no doubt
but you will hear divers opinions con-
cerning me both beforehandbefore and after I1
shall sleep in silence but do not be
troubled at that I1 did what in my
circumstances seema bestbeat for me for
ahehe present however the event hathbath
not in some points answered my ex-
pectations yet I1 have learned to meas-
ure things by another rule than
eventseyen ts and satisfy myself in this that
I1 did all for the best as I1 thought andifif ahadI1 had not so much foresight as some
others I1 cannot help it

sure I1 am my savior christ is per-
fect and never will fail in one circum-
stance to him I1 commit your souls
bodiesI1 estates names characters
54at A S ire1113 pire
when he shall change my vile body and
make it like his own most glorious
body and wish to leave to youyau every-
thing that I1 have in this world but
ayany faults and them I1 take with me

to the grave there to be buried in ever-
lasting oblivion but leaving my vir-
tue if ever I1 had any to revive and
live in you amen so come lord
jesus come quickly amen

the above was written april 10
1799 and left torfor my dearly beloved
wife and children to view after my
decease ASAEL SMITH

asael smith was the son of samuel
and priscilla gould smith and was
bornbom march 7 1744 and died ococtobertober
31 1830 aged 88 years

after the reading of the above docu-
ment president joseph F smith spoke
at length of the birth life and accom-
plishmentsments of the prophet some very
interesting incidents of his remarkable
career were referred to and the pro-
foundestfoun dest attention was paid to presi-
dent smiths remarks it was ascer-
tained that 32 relatives of the prophet
were present while 35 had a personal
acquaintance with him

bishop kesler then spoke of his per-
sonal knowledge and experience with
the prophet and recited a number of
interesting incidents of his life S H
B smith was also one of the speakers
geo A smith read a poem by charles
L walker of st george and Patriapatriarchreb
john smith pronounced the benedic-
tion

TRAVELS

wednesday july 8 1896 after mak-
ing a number of small excursions
through the bazars and narrow streets
of jerusalem I1 passed out of the gate
called in arabic babel
or the dung gate and descended into
the valley of the kedron where I1
visited the tomb of absalom the
grotto of st james the pyramid of
zacharias the village of siloah situ-
ated on a ledge of rocks on the oppo-
site side of the valley from the cityandst marys well Desedescendingending further
into the valley I1 visited the poolpoo of
siloah thence went down to jowsjobs
well situated a short distancedistanee below
in junction of the kedron and the
hinnom valley IA returning I1 passed
up the last named valley where I1
visited a number of rock tombs of
more or less historical significance
one of them is called the apostles
cavern owing to a tradition from the
sixteenth century which alleges that
the apostlesAp ostlee concealed themselves here
when christ was taken prisoner and
during the crucifixion

toward noon I1 returned to the city
and completed the arrangement for a
trip to the dead sea I1 hired a beduhn
to accompany me and a donkey to ride
and with this outfit I1 left olivet house
at 1230 pm my beluin who carried
an old rusty gun a flint lock which
perhaps had not discharged a shot for
twenty years belonged to the village
of abu dis which lies on an eminence
a short distance southeast of jerusal-
em through some local arrangement
between the several native tribes itappears that the or chief of that
village has the exclusive right to escort
travelers to the dead fsea3ea for a fee
which generally means all he can
get it laIs not satesafe for strangers
to go without one of the men
from abu dis in case he does he
is apt to be robbed before he returnsmyself perched on the back of the ex-
tremely easy donkey and my armed
soldier walking behind endeavoring to
remind the animal that it was a for-
ward march by a most liberal use of a
number of switches provided for the
occasion we massedassed around the north-
east corner of the city then crossed the
kedron valley and passed around the
south slope of the mount of olives
with the mount of offenceoffense on our right
at a point where the road leads around
a gorge is shown the site of the fig
tree which was cursed by christ
matth 21 19 we soon reached the

village of el thus named for
lazarus or arabs having
taken the L for an article its site
corresponds with te ancient bethany
te distance from jerusalem fifteen fur-
longs corresponding with the time
forty minutes required to reach the
place from the city at the present time
either on foot or on an animal possess-
ing swiftness of an ordinary arab
dondonkeyey

ETEI lies on a well cul-
tivated spur extending southeast
from the mount of olives to
whose somewhat barren slopes
it presents a pleasant contrast it
consists of about forty hovels con-
taining moslem inhabitants only thewater here Is good and there are num-
erous fig olive almond and carob trees
the most conspicuous object in the
village is1 an old tower which judging
from its large drafted stones is sup-
posed to be older than the time of the
crusaders about twenty paces to
the north of this so called castle of
lazarus tois the tomb of lazarus
called by the arabs et azar the
door looks toward the northand to the
east of the tomb rises a mosque with
a white dome for the moslems also
regard Lazlazarusartas as a saint and have
taken possession of his tomb the
main object in doing so however was
and is undoubtedly to make money out
of christian pilgrims As the moslems
prevented pilgrims from visiting the
place except by paying extortionate
fees the christianachristian of the sixteenth
century caused a stairway leading to
it to be constructed from the outside
the visitor descends by 24 steps into
a small square antechamberante chamber which
Is said once to have been a chapel and
is a moslem as well as a Christchristianlaa
place of prayer proceeding east we
descend three high steps to the sogo
called tomb chamber otof lazarus the
poor looking chamber is lined with
masonry and its whole appearance is
unlike that of a jewish tomb

the tomb of lazarus was formerly
shown in the church above about
forty three yards to the south of the
tomb of lazarus tradition points out
the site of the house of mary and
martha the site during the past ages
has been shown in many different
placesand at one timettime the sisters were
said to have hadbad two separate houses
the authority for this statement being
a trainedstrained interpretation of luke 10
38 39 the same uncertainty charac-
terizes the tradition as to the house of
simon the leper matt 26 6 indeed
nothing certain is known regarding
most of the places or the exact spots
pointed out as having been visited by
christ

beyond bethany the road ascends a
hill and about a quarter of a mile
from the village is the so called stone
of rest about three feet long which
some pilgrims kiss it marks the spot
where tradition alleges that martha
met jesus john 11 20 A short
distance to the south of this
stone the greeks have erected
a chapel on an ancient foundation
wall at a very early period churches
and monasteries were erected at or
near bethany and spots of

interest pointed out to pilgrims
the roman lady paula visited a
church on the site of lazarus grave
in 1138 milicent wife of fourth
king of jerusalem founded a nunnery
by the church of st lazarus and in
11691159 the building came into the pos-
session of the IHospit allers

promfrom the stone of rest east of
bethany the road descends a steep
hill into the wedywady et had or valley
of the watering place so named from
the well of had el this toIs
the only well between bethany and
the valley of the jordan A hand-
some building once the spring
and there was a khan inn here both
probably built in the sixteenth concen


