
latlon, which the Governor was BANKS.Snow Yes, I presume so; but myviews are entirely different from that-ri- ght

directly opposite the result will M.G. aJLfl

-

Hglous system, and the supporters of
that system are enduring, wrongs on
that account. No . other offense
but that which lias been made one
by a law against their religion, is
pursued twith the bitterness, ani

enforced and extorted testimony of vir-

tuous wives and children, the law has
been shrunken and! contracted almost
out of sight," and in some
cases thrown away defiantly, to relieve
the debauchee, the resorter to rile
houses, the destroyer of chastity and
the depraved and guilty libertine.

Each construction of the courts un
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not disoosed to discuss
Show also claimed aigaln that he had

conformed to the law.
BThe Governor said he thought that
was a mistake; that the court and

had found otherwise, and that
our conduct must be regulated not by
the individual's own construction of
the' . law, but by the decisions of the
courts.

Snow then repeated what he had
fwfruerly said in the court at Ogden in
regard to bis Intention to obey the law
in the future, that he thought that it
was an improper question, and that he
told the Judge so.

Urovernor west then sa:o tnat .air.
Snow's responsibility, on account of
the position he held was much greater

that of many others convicted of
Hn offense ; that by bis conduct

a heart would ache and many a
tear would flow th4Je would be res-
ponsible for, whichvoight be saved if
he would obey the law and .use his in-
fluence and Control among the peopleto have them do likewise.

Mr. Suovv said they had au object in
view ; that there would be a change
eventually, but how much suffering
there would be between this time ana

t period he could not say, but they
re pieparea to go inrouga it. lie
uld not promise to obey the law
n "If you were the President of the
ited States, although you said the
er day he is a better man than you

are." lie had about the same regardfor Dickson's official career that he
hm lor the Jews for killing our Savior.

The Governor then explained to
Snow that he had him tailed out in or-
der that be might first have a talk with
him in detail on the matter, but that he
was going inside to maae the same of
fer to the other prisoners confined on
similar sentences.

Snow said he would not speak a word
to them in relation to it, but should
leave it to the individual Judgment of
each person.

The party then entered the enclosure
and found the prisoners confined who
were not charged with cohabitation
had been caused to retire to the east
side, and those convicted ot the latter
offenses were assembled in the large
room near the southwest corner of the
enclosure. The Governor then spoketo them as follows : '

tMl nave simply come to announce to
you something which you probably
Know, rue supreme uourt of the
United States has rendered a decision
dismissing the appeals in certain cases
in which a construction of the
taw unuer wuicu you are
sentenced is involved, and the
tribunal, which has the con
struction and settlement of what the
law is having decided it, and you all
being aware now of your duty under
the law, it occurred to me as a very
opportune time to come here and make
a proposition to you which had sug- -

Ssted itself to my mind for your relief .
is made after a con-

sultation with Judge Zane and with
Mr. Dickson and it Is, that we would
all concur, in a petition to the Presi-
dent to relieve you from the effect of
the sentences which you are now suffer-
ing for disobedience of the law if you
would, tin good faith and sincerity,aigree to respect and obey the laws .as
interpreted by the courts. You know
that the effect of the decision which
has been rendered and which is the
law of the land now beyond question
3nd beyond controversy, is tnat if you

free here and continue in the same
course of life that brought you here,
that it is only a question of how long
you live, as to how long you will be
Sept in a place like this. Now it is

of the Federal officials here,
if possible, to relieve you from past
punishment, if in the future you will be
subservient and obedient to the laws.
That is all I came for, and I came with
the honest, earnest and sincere desire
that as many of yon as will accept of
ms opportunity, wiu relieve yourselvesrem mis pumsnmem, ana not incur it
n the future. This is all I have to say,
xcept that the proposition is made
nn an earnestness ana sincerity, ana
ith a great desire that some, if not

11, will avail themselves of it" It Is a
atter lor you to determine, however.
ut it is submitted to. you in that way.
hope vou will take it into considera- -

ion. and think about it. I hone that
n good faith and sincerity you will try
o avail yourselves oi our efforts in
our behalf. If any of you are disposedo make this agreement In good faith,md you are not prepared to do it now.
f you are prepared at any future time
ou can iet me .narsnai Know it, ana
e will convey the information to me.
na i win give tne matter sucn atten
ion as is proper to have you speedily
eleased.
Snow Would you wish to take a vote

onitrGovernor No, sir. I don't care for
auy expression now, except that if any
parties are willing they can say so
how, and if not, I prefer to Jet it passuntil they are willing.

Abram H. Cannon asked the questionwhat they were allowed to do with
their wives, and such questions were
continued at considerable length and
very informally after they were all out-
side the building. .

- .The Governor said he was not there
to expound the law the only advice
he could give them was to obey the law
as interpreted bythe courts.

Cannon remarked that the interpre-
tations of the courts were various and
so conflicting that he would like to be
informed how they were to know what
the law was.

The Governor replied that he thought
with Mr. Cannon's education and In
telligence, if he went about It earnest-
ly, he would have very little difficulty
in ascertaining wnai tne law was.

The Governor and party then took
leave of the brethren and returned to
the city.
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not oe me one itnat you anticipate. 1
speak with knowledge, end you speakwith your opinion. I sneak tn refer
ence to knowledge and am perfectlyconvinced that the result will be wide-
ly different from that which you state.
No doubt there will be a great deal of
suffering, but I, as one and I presumeit is so with the great majority of this
peOple-fa- m ready to take tne conse-
quences. We believe in a certain prin-
ciple, and that principle is dear to our
hearts ana we are willing to suffer as
the ancients did. We honor the law
administered rightful!v.

Governor. You haye come to the
question exactly which I was lust go-
ing to suggest to you. That being yourstate of feeling, ithat being your
avowed course of action, you oughtthen to do the officials in this Territorythe Justice to say that they are not to
blame for this state of affairs; that
your own conduct and your own posi-tion puts you in disobedience to the
laws; that while you suffer.the suffer-
ing is incurred by your action and hot
by any spirit of malice or any desire
upon the part of the Government or
those who represent it, to do you, an
injury or to cause this suffering; be-
cause you see my object and purposehere now, is to unite in an effort to re-
lieve you. but von. bv the nositinn von
take, preclude any such position beingtaken ; you voluntarily and obdurately
place yourselves iu this position.
Therefore, common fairness should re-
quire you not to say and not to publishto the world that you are being perse-
cuted, hounded, maliciously and vin-
dictively pursued by the Federal off-
icials who are entrusted with the ad-
ministration of the laws.

Snow. Oh. no more so than Jesus
Christ and the Apostles. They had
these same things to suffer and prac-
ticed the same gospel; and we expect
that inasmuch as we have espoused the
same religion and the same nrinclttles
that they proclaimed, and for which
tney lost their lives, that we will have
to suffer, and we are willing to do It.

trovernor xou are not being prose
cuted for; opinion's sake.

snow un, no more than the Koman
Empire prosecuted the aDOstles for
opinion's sake. They rendered them
selves in obedience to the laws of; the
country they were la. It was the laws
that condemned them to death, and It
was the Jewish law that condemned
Jesus.

Governor You are getting off the
question and getting upon a questionthat Is so lde that me would have to
lengthen out lives to discuss it. I
came here with simply one purposeand desire, which was, if I could pos-
sibly, by any effort on my part and
with the concurrence; on your part of
obedience to the laws, te relieve you
from any suffering. You must look at
this matter Just as It stands. The
courts have construed this law, and
their construction of it is the law, and
we have no right to say anything else.
And when you get out, if you continue
the course you have pursued,, do the
same acts again. It will simply be a
temporary relief Irom here back you
will hve to come.

Snow I expect so. I presume that
would be the case. '

Governor Well, now you are suffer-
ing and you are causing others to suf-
fer, and you are injuring the prosper-
ity of the Territory, and all for no good
purpose. You cannot accomplish any-
thing by it. That will not repeal the
laws nor will It benefit you In any way ;
because in prison here you don't en-J- oy

the liberty that is guaranteed bythe laws to every law abiding man;
you cannot have the pleasures of home
which are protected by the law and
you are suffering here without benefit

Snow Exactly . But I have no con
fidence in the courts, even if I was to
make a promise I have no idea in the
world that the courts would adminis
ter us Justice. Let them first admin
ister us Justice and administer the
laws correctly, and then we will see.
j Governor xes, but that is your own
inaiviauai opinion, tnat tne laws are.
not administered correctly.Snow Is it your individual opinionthat they are?

Governor I beg your pardon. We
muse not be too egotistical. 1 did loot
make the laws and I do not eay what
the laws are; on the contrary, I am
taking the decision of the courts. I
can taKe the legislative acts and read
them and I may think I know what the
law is, and go into court and
the court says that Is not the
law. Therefore, I must take the
law as decided by the courts, and so
must every law abiding man. It seems
to me you cannot say that you have no
confidence in the protection of the
courts and the officials here

Snow 1 have no confidence what-
ever.

Governor You ought not to say that
you have no confidence in the protec-
tion of the courts and the officials un-
less you believe that I have come here
under false pretenses and that JudgeZane '

Saow-JS- h, no.
Governor That Judge Zane and Mr.

Dickson, who' have concurred with me,
are not doing it in good faith; that is
ibe only way you can say that, because
you must have confidence in us or you
must believe we are not acting in good
fai '

. You know it in a veiy unusual
t n to see officials who are chargedwi. ie execution of the laws, comingas 1 have done, and with the concur-
rence of those men, to say that if you
will give your promise, in good faith,that you w:ll observe that law, that we
will unite to hare you relieved from the
Sonvictions against you. Ordinarilysuffered for the offences
they have committed and have no
chance to promise reformation with
the chance of beimgrelieved from pun-
ishment, so you must have confidence
if you believe in oar sincerity.

Snow I Certainly believe in your
sincerity, but you arei not the court.
As to Dickson and as to Zane, I have
'no confidence in them at ail.

Governor Mr. Snow, I think youare very unjust in tbatopinion, because
I know that this suggestion that I
make
. Know If von had unffprd vim nrrtnlrl
think differently.

Onv'ernnp Riit ,nn tro rhar trine tho
'suffering to them Wrongfully, think.
xney ao not maice the laws; they exe-
cute them, and the suffering occurs
from your disobedience of the laws.
Youiare responsible for the suffering,not Judge Zane nor Mr. Dickson, and
I tell you you do them great injustice;because from all the conversations I
have had with them and in alia their
conduct during the short time I 'have
been here. I am sure those men are
animated by a good purpose, an ear-
nest desire simply that the people ot
this Territory obey the law, and theytake no pleasure in the suffering which
Is caused by the disobedience of the
laws. '

Snow They send us here without a
particle of evidence. It is through the
counsel given to the Jury by the Judge

by Judge Zane, who is Influenced by
jjicason. j nave not a particle oi con-
fidence in those men. If you bad come
entirely alone, without the names of
those men, we would have more confl
uence in ne propositions. - r

Governor You can have confidence
in tne propositions, wnetner j. tea youor tney, oecause tney are maae in en-
tire good faith.

Snow What did I tell you in the
talk we had the other day in reference
to the Supreme Court?.

Governor That Supreme Court has
a dutv to perform. Of course. It conld
not take Jurisdiction of the case.which
was not witmn its jurisaiction,.Snow They took Jurisdiction in the!
first case that went up there.

Governor Of coursethen, if theywere wrong in tnenrss piace r-- wouic
not have so great a respect for Them I
they did not turn around and rectify 1
In the other case. Of course, vou cai
have what opinions yoa please abou
tne courts or tne . omciais, out; as
say, uo good citizen can have An opinion wnicnr wmiusuijuim in vioiaun
the law nene. There is no excuse fo:

that,. ... Atu, .
' j.

Snow All right.; . - i

fGovernor Ol course, I do not kno
what the result of this would be. but
came with the disposition and to show
you and the people here that there is
an opportunity for them, to escape the
punlshafent they have incurred if they
should conform to the law, and escape
the misery and. trouble they are now
enduring In consequence of their violal
tionof the law. , 'M--- . t" - -

Snow If Judge Zane and Dickson
wish to take the course to obtain any
proposition from me in this matter jlet them: first release roe and. my
friends from the penitentiary.

Governor They could not do It nof
body bat the President could. .

Snow Well, we don't ask It. "

Apostle Snow then went on at some,
length te recite the story of their ex
perlences in Illinois andMlssourUclaimi
Ing that similar persecutions to what
Ihey endured there were being inflicted
here, ana with the same spirit. -

- The Governor replied that the refnta
tion of that position that it was a per-
secution for religion's sake lay in the
fact that we had hundreds and hun-
dreds of different denominations In the
United States and none but the peoplehere had eyer any such complaint to
make.- - - ".

j
; To this Snow replied that was be),
cause they were man-ma- de Christians,while the Mormons were Gcd's people,and that made all the difference, ana'
started on the subject of modern rey-e-
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mosity and lesal venzeance thaf
are exhibited towards this. When men
are actuated by religious enthusiasm
and religious convictions, any propo-
sition which they are asked to consider
must have some reference to their re
ligious position. If not, It will fail to
meet the issue. . .

We hope our friends in prison will
settfortb their vlewsja response to the
kind invitation of Governor West. If
they were not debarred by the petty
animosity of Marshal Ireland from re-

ceiving the Dkskrkt News, we would
urge upon them the propriety of a re
spectful but firm and conscientious
statement of their position and ieei-in- gs

in regard to the proposition. It
should be signed by all the prisoners
who were addressed bv the Governor
We are satisfied twhat would
be its purport. If they could have
agreed to the terms offered they might
Just as well have kept out of Jail. They
were freedom before they
went. But It was at the price ol dis-

honor.
Obedience to the law as construed by

the cpurts may seem,, at first sight, a
simple and proper thing to promise.'
But when that involves treachery to
loving women, breach of contract with
dependent and trusting wives and chil-

dren, and violation of the most sacred
covenants with Almighty God, where is
the being deserving of the name of man.
who can malce such a promise either
with or without intention to preserve
it inviolate?

GOVERNOR WEST AT THE
PENITENTIARY.

lie Holds an Interview with, the
Brethren.

! HaltM Overture that are not
Accepted KelJfftoas a

Cuiaat be Surrendered.

Yesterday afternoon Governor West,
accompanied by Marshal Ireland, Sec
retary Thomas, Mr. Adam Pi ttersen
(court reporter), Mr. W. C. Hall and
Mr. Webb, drove out to the Penitenti
ary. The object of the visit and what
occurred at the prison are fully ex
plained by the following account of the
matter, from the pen of Mr. Patterson

Upon arrival at the Penitentiary the
party were received by Warden Dow
and conducted into one of the apart-
ments of the building outside the wall,
and Apostle Lorenzo Snow, at the re
quest of Governor West, was brought
into tne room, wnen tne iouowing con
versation occurred :

Governor West Mr. Snow.' I sup
pose you are advised of the action of
the Supreme Court in your case?

Snow Yes, sir; I have heard they
concluded they haye no Jurisdiction in
my case.

Governor Of course, you are aware
that that determination bv that court
makes final the decision of that case by
tne supreme uourt nerer

Snow I suppose so.
Governor Under those circumstan-

ces, of course, that is now the law, be-
cause it is the decision of the highest
judicial triDunai to wnicn it count oe
submitted, and I conceived that it
Would be a very, opportune time to call
and submit to you a preposition,
which, In Conjunction with Judge Zane
ana Mr. uic&son, we nave thought aa- -
visaDie to matce, in oraer to snow you
and the people of the Territory that
they are mistaken in believing that
those charged with the execution of
the laws in tne Territory are animated
by any spirit of malice or vindictlve- -
ness towards the people who are In the
majority in the Territory; that on the
contrary their only wish and only de-
sire, one which is nearest to their
hearts, is to have the people of the
Territory obey and respect the law.
Upon consultation with Judge Zane
and Mr. Dickson, and they supportingsue view uia i uaye suggesieu, i nave
come to say to you and your people
here that we would unite in a petitionto the Executive to Issue his pardon in
these cases upon a promise, in good
faith, that you will obey and respectthe laws, and that you will continue
no longer to live in violation of them.

Snow Well, Governor, so far as I
am concerned personally, I am not in
conflict With any of the laws of the
country. I have obeyed the law as
faithfully and conscientiously as I can
thus far, and I am not here because of
disobedience of any law. I am here
wrongfully convicted and wrongfully

Governor Yes, but that is from
your standpoint. Of course, that is a
question

Snow No, no. Perhaps you misun-
derstand me. i 1 don't mean particu-
larly and exclusively the Edmunds
law, I mean the law of the land that I
consider supreme

Governor The law is actually what
the court says it is. If you are here
under a conviction of that kind, and
your intention was to obey the law, as
you say you have done it, then you can
sacrifice nothing if you promise and
agree to obey tnelawin the future;
you then rid yourself of a conviction
which you say is wrongful, and you
protect yourself from a future prose-
cution li you obey the laws.

Snow Well, but Governor, why
should this be required of me, inas
much as I certainly have not as yet
disobeyed the law. The law has been
wrongfully and illegally administered
in the cases of many of us in the Pen.

Governor But we have to submit to
the law as administered by its agents
and properly constituted authorities.
No one of us, as a citizen, has a rightto put his opinion against that deter-
mination. We are bound to submit to
the construction of the laws which the
court gives. We cannot adopt our own
construction and follow that, because
the decisions of the courts constitute
what the law is. You are too intelli-
gent a man to have asked me the ques-
tion whether you should be requiredto make such a promise as that, be-
cause you know very weU you. have
taught and believed that certain prac-
tices are right which the law has putits ban upon. It has been said by our
law-maki- ng power that it is not light,
and not only that it is not right, but
that such practices cannot be tolerated
m this land, and that punishment will
lonow a violation ex it.

Snow I defy any man to come, for-
ward and testify I have taught any
person to disobey the laws.) There Is
no person can come forward and testi
ly to tnat.

Governor That has been' the teach-
ing ot the bodv that vou belong to.

Snow It has been in the past, but it
has not been with me in tne present.

Governor I am not talking about the
oast. Of course. I don't , care to dis
cuss that. I say you are here under a
conviction in a court for a past offense,
and I come to propose that the Federal
officials unite in asking the President
foroaraonior yon ana otners. to re
lieve you from any punishment yoo
mav nave mcurrea u you, in gooa iaitn,for the future submit yourselves to the
laws as interpreted and construed by
the courts. , .

Snow Well, now, Governor, of
course, there is no use wasting time on
this. If you ask me if I will renounce
the principle of plural marriage. I will
answer yoa at once, r u .

Governor 'Not that Is not the ques--
..1 rrtk. ..-l-. T W 1 - ...111uvu. iwuurauuu a, --njvu u, rtut

you agree, la good faith, sincerely, in
the future to respect and obey the laws
as interpreted by the courts, which I
and every other gooa citizen ought to
do and must do, and failing to do, wilt
incur pumsnmenc. ,

Snow I was once asked that same
question at the First District Court at
Ogden, and I expressed to the court my
wishes tnat I should not be required to
answer that question. . considered ita question that they had no business to
ask. 1 naa ODeyea tne laws ana was
convicted illegally and wrongfully, and
I did not consider it was :a personal
question as to the future. v4 vi f

Governor I understand that; That
was a question that was asked vou in
court and yea had a right to decline to
answer.-No-w, I come with the earnest
desire to save misery and trouble to
the people with whom I am to be as-
sociated officially, and I have it very
near to my heart, if possible, to relieve
the people here of a great deal ot

suffering, because I am sat-
isfied that all this suffering, so far as
the protection ef the peculiar institu-
tion which you have established Is con-
cerned Is useless that it will do no
good whatever--no- t one particle and
that all the sacrifices which you make
and all the suffering that you endure
will go for naught.. I come with, that
spirit and with those motives. T

der the prompting and manipulation on
tne rrosecutlng Attorney, has proved
a trap for the feet of the defendants
who followed. The courts, left, to do
as they please or as directed by the of-

ficer for the Iprosecutlon,wltb Juries
packed to convict, can now have things
their own way 'for a season.
They have proven to the
people that they have no
respect for their own rulings.
They are not bound by their
own constructions. There is noth
ing to prevent them from construing
the law so as to entrap these men
again, if tho prisoners were to promise
to obey the law as at present con
strued by the courts.- - Governor West
may believe that they would not do so,
but the public think differently. What
can we reason from but what we
know? ,

On Saturday O. P. Arnold is to stand
trlafBgaln. He has three counts in
one Indictment to meet. That means,
in the tender mercies of the court as
prompted by the District Attorney,
eighteen months imprisonment and
nine hundred dollars fine, besides
costs. Accusation usually means con
viction under the present crusade.
WhejgrMr. Arnold was accused before?
he acknowledged 'the offense
and promised to obey the
law as construed by tho court.
But watch the proceedings. The law
is how construed by the court in a
manner entirely different to Its con
struction when Mr. Arnold was first
placed in Jeopardy. Under Its first
construction he could uot now be con-

victed. The inverted ruling will be
brought into use. He will find himself
in a trap. No matter h jw closely he
may have observed the law as con-
strued by the court in his first case, he
can be convicted under a new con-
struction in this case, and the penal
ties can be inflicted upon him three
fold. Suppose the Court asks him if he
will obey the law In the future, as con-
strued bythe Court.Would the question
be anything but a snare? JApply this
to the prisoners now in the peniten-
tiary and the Governor will see where
they stand and the uncertainty and un-

reliability of any assurance to them of
future freedom.

The Governor's principal conversa
tion was with Apostle Eorenzo Snow
His case illustrates our argument. The
evidence lor the prosecution showed
conclusively that he had only lived
with one wile for several years. By
mutual arrangement this was with a
wife who bore him children. The
others he provided for but did not live
with. He only cohabited with one
woman but was convictedtfor cohabit
inn with more, the court ruling that It
was to be implied that he cohabited
with his first wife though the evidence
showed that he had not. What would
be the meaning of his promise to obey
the law as construed bv the courts?
He had done so, strictly, as construed
by Judge Zane In the Musser case.

But suppose he is required
to keep the law as construed by Judge
Powers in his own case. How can he
do that? He must not wive with any
but his first wife. But in one indict
ment it was ruled that Sarah Snow was
his first wife, and in another indict
ment that Adeline Snow was his first
wife. Must he --live with both? If so
he can be entrapped again. If he lives
with Sarah only he can be caught on
the ruling that Adeline is his first wife.
If he lives with Adeline he can be en-
snared on the ruling that Sarah is his
first wife. And undo the ruling of
Judge Zane In the latest case, if he
lives with oneand should step in to see
another when dangerously ill, he could
be sent again to the penitentiary, not-

withstanding bis pardon or any amnes-

ty that might be extended. If Governor
West will study the Snow case he will
see one very urgent reason why' the,
prisoners cannot consistently agree to
obey he vlaw as; construed by the
courts. -

Then take the Nalsbitt case. He had
kept the law as construed by the
courts according to the best of his un-

derstanding. He had lived with but
one wife. His first and second wives
being dead he lived with the third,
whom he considered his first living
wife. But Judge .Zane ruled that an-

other wife, with whom he had not
lived, but from whom he had sepa-
rated, was the first wife, and he had by
her request called to see her once when
she was confined to her bed with sick-
ness, and so be was convicted of co-

habiting with more than one woman,
when it was proved that he had only
cohabited with one. Now how is he to
agree to obey the law as construed by
the court? If he should live alone and
one of his wives should need .his pres
ence in some dire extremity, he must
refuse to visit her or be in danger of
Imprisonment. What profit would
there be in making a promise that no
one but a.brute would intend to keep
or could keep?

The law is now interpreted in such
a way that it is impossible for a man
who has more than one wife and (a
spark of humanity in his composition
to obey it as construed by the courts.
At first the court admitted that it was
a man's duty to support his plural
wives and families depending upon
him. Now the fact of bis so support-
ing them is adduced as evidence of his
Infraction of the law. If a man agrees
to obey the law as now construed, he
virtually promises to cast off those
who are depending upon him, to have
no association with them, to recognize
them In no way as connected with
hint, to have nothing to do with them.
He : may not treat them . as
he would, a friend or ac-

quaintance. Ha must not visit them
even-i-f on a bed of sickness. Who Is
going to agree to anything of the kind,
even to escape from a prison and the
company of the lowest felons?
If death is better than- - dis-
honor, perpetual imprisonment is
preferable to the infamy such conduct
towards those who are bound to a man
bythe most endearing ties and by the
obligations of a solemn and holy and
enduring covenant.

Governor West may not wish to view
this matter in the light of religion. His
business Is of course to see that the
laws are properly enforced. Bat in
making his proposition he steps a lit-

tle beyond the line of strict duty, in a
humane movement to accomplish good.
For this reason he may take something
more than a mere legal look at this
important question. If not to him, to
the prisoners with who.m he conversed
this is a matter of religion. There is
their side of the matter to be looked at
as well as his, because there are two
parties to an agreement.

Apart from the religious aspect ot the
question, It cannot be properly consid-
ered by any one. The family relations
of the prisoners and of those who are
yet to suffer from the special proceed-
ings Inaugurated in this Territory are
based upon a religious . foundation.
They were actuated by religious prin-
ciples In forming their marital arrange-ment- s,

and on religious grounds they
stand to-da- y. .' Laws have been framed
With a view to the surpresslon of a re--
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OBEDIENCE? TO LAW AS CON-

STRUED BT THE COURTS.

Thi Ylsit paid, by Governor West on
Wednesday to the 'penitentiary and the
overtures he made to the prisoners
confined therein for alleged infraction
f the Edmunds law, in our opluion,da

honor to his head and heart.' We be-

lieve his efforts
' were made . In ood

faith and with a desire to relieve the
people ol this Territory and the Gov-

ernment of the United States from a
Crave difficulty. That he was not suc-

cessful Is due to the situation. He is
notto'he blamed, neither are. the in-

carcerated gentlemen with whom he
conversed on the subject.

The proposition was 4 this t If
those who are now suffering Im-

prisonment under t the Edmonds
Act will promise to obey the
law in future, as construed by the
courts, the Governor will petitionee
President to pardon them, and la this
request he will be joined by Chief
Justice Zane and District Attorney
Dickson. The response of the' prison-
ers who had an opportunity to reply
was not favorable to the proposal.
There are obstacles in the way wfflch
the Governor cannot fall to appreciate
when he takes a square look at them.
- Before a truthful man can make a
promise, he must know definitely what
it signifies. Can any one explain the
meaning of the phrase, "obedience to
the law as construed by the courts?"
Governor West could not answer the
question when propounded to him by
the prisoners. One court Inter-

prets the-la- In one way.r an-

other court In another way; In
the case of Apostle Lorenzo Snow

'
Judge Zane differed from Judge
Powers. Which was right? Whose
rendering are the prisoners to promise
to obey? 'In the Third Judicial Dia- -'

trict the same Judge has given at least
half s dozen different and conflicting
rulings as to the meaning of the law.

Men who have conformed strictly to
one construction have been put in the
penitentiary under a. fresh construe
Hon made to-- cover their case. When
this new interpretation of the law has
not met the conditions another has
been manufactured, the object being to
Imprison the accused whether he had
obeyed the law as previously con--
strued by the court or not. The evi
dent intention of the defendant to
live within the law as he under
stood it. and. as he had the iliht
to understand . It from the den
nitlon of the court, has never
been taken into account, but he has
been punished to the full extent of the
law. lust the same as though he had
Wilfully violated it with full intent.

First, unlawful cohabitation was
: construed by Judge Zane as "treating

more than one woman as a man's wives
without going through the forms of

marriage." This was understood to
signify sexual Intercourse. Next.'when
xlsfsnrlunt nffnrad tf Drova tfr&t He

- had not thus cohabited With his Wives,
but that after the passage of the (.Ed- -

.munds Act all such relations naa
ceased, the same court refused to re-

ceive the testimony, ruling that Sexual
. Intercourse was in no way essential to

- the offense. It was declared to be the
holding out to the world as wives and
living with the women that constituted
the offence. Later still, when it was
shown that the parties had separated,
that they did1 not live together, the
same court ruled that if they associ-

ated, stogether,' the man hold- -
, ing the women out as wives the of-

fense was committed . At present the
holding out" Is not essential. When

no evidence is adduced that the man
has introduced the plural wife as such,
or that he has treated her as a wife in
the general sense of the term, he is
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one visit to a wife In her illness when
the defendant was living with another;
and her only, was construed to consti--1

tut unlawful cohabitation. j
How, then, can men who find them-selv- es

In prison, associating together,
having been convicted under totally
different constructions of the law,
consistently promise to obey the law
as construed by the courts? Judge

. Zane-talmse- lf has used the word cha-
meleon to illustrate the capabilities of
the law to many-hue- d and various con-

structions. Ia one case he ruled that
when the ; defendant had served his
term of imprisonment, In order to ob-

serve the law he might choose which
wife I he pleased and live with her
alone. Then when a case came for
trial, 'In which this rule had! been
adopted and lived by in good faith, the

. court ruled that cohabitation with the
legal wifel was implied although the
evidence proved the implication, wrong

and so the defendant was convicted
ot cohabiting with morel, than
one woman, when he had
only cohabited with one, and had
kept .the laws as construed by the
courts. There are men now; in tne
penitentiary who, during the time cov-

ered bf the indictments against them,
'have neither lived;with nor held! out to
the world mors than one woman, as
their wives, and yet these two elements
were formerly and foa long time pro-
claimed .by the courts as essential to
.the offense. -

- The inducement' held out to the
prisoner la therefore a delusion. They
Would not know, tp begin with, what
the promise comprehends, and j If they
made it la good faith, under the latest
construction ol the courts, they Would
have no security that a new construc-

tion would not be promulged, and then1

they would be liable to renewed perse-

cution and imprisonmnent. They
might be .caught' in a j skilful
snare. Many of them have
fc- -n jmsaared already. Believing they
were obeying the law, they are suffer-ingit- he

extreme penalties of the law,
and their beUet was founded on the
meaning ot the law as construed by the
Courts.

We do not wish to Imply that Gover-

nor West is a party to any attempt at
deception. We believe his ehdeavori
were bona fide." But, likef Apostle
Snow, we bavo no faith Whatever in the
pretensions of Messrs. Dickson' and
Zane. They have laid traps for the feet
of men and have sacceeded In catching
them. The Governor has the; right to
his opinion! of their; sincerity. A. The
prisoners and the public have a ight
to theirs. W have, watched ithe1 ca-

reer of those pretended friends to the
prisoners. Cunning, Intriguai, trickery
and pettifogging have entered Into the
proceedings against the "Mormons,"
and while good, honorable men, re-

spected by all who knew them, have

been entrapped through the deceptive
and unstable constructions of the law
that hive prevailed In their turn for a

day, vile and filthy creatures who have
wallowed la bestiality have bad pro-

tection In their crimes. And while the
law has been strained to Its utmost
--jxtent, and bent and, warped at will to
convict husbands and fathers on the
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Spring and

B BECEIYINQ CONSTANT ADDITIONS OT

DESIRABLE IOVELTIES!

' HaTlnc bought before the late advance In raw silk a very Urge stock ol Silk
Velvets, Two-tos- ed Brocades, Black and Colored Silks, Eayes Nooveanx,
Satins Rh&daine, Sarahs, Pongees," Millinery Crepes, etc., we tie offering
many Beal Bargalas in this Department.

Oar stock of Novelties In Sondes, Etamines, Canvas, Camels' Hair, Com-
bination Salts, and other Stylish Woolen Dress Materials Is mostc?mplete,and
prices low. '

White Goods in all the latest fabrics and designs. Table Linens, Napkins.
Towels, Tidies, Piano Covers, etc., in great variety, at popular prices.

Sjiltojs, Jatts aM --

Jerseys.
We carry the Largest Stock and Choicest Styles ever shown in this city, at

prices within the reach of all. j In this department we offer a choice out ot One
Hundred last season's styles lot Wraps and Jackets at $3 each; worth twice
that, and selling fast, j ,

j Ladles and Misses Muslin and Qaaze Underwear at lower prices than ever
offered lirtMs clty. No lady can afford to waste time and labor making Mosliu
Garments. Our prices will convince her.

'A Large Lot of Embderies1 at oeH 10c., 15c, S0c. 25c, S0c., J55c and ap
mA.l M teae aatt 'MA.asa.

' Ladles' and; Children's Hose,"-Foste- r Kid and Fabric Gloves, Laces and
Trimmings, Rosary and Bohemian Beads direct from European markets.

Millinery Goods in complete assortment at wholesale and retail, at Eastern
Prices.

l

Carpets, Linoleums, Curtains, Shades, Portieres, Upholstery Goods as low
Mia lowest,--! !

Gents' 8alts made to order) Tit and Workmanship guaranteed. Yon can
save per cent, ny giving us a trial. Ui ,

'

We carry it complete stock of Cloths, Casslmeres, Linings and Tailors',
Trimmings, and sell them at Wholesale and KeuU.

Our stock of Gents. Youths' and
uiuouvn ami x urnuoug uooas is complete jlusj bijic ax a vuu iavcov, ui
materials most durable and our prices tho lowest. . ..

Our Shoe Department offers none but the Best Goods at Lowest Trices,
We warrant every pair we sell.'; j f ' ' ?

. Wholesale Bayers will And oar stock: more than complete, and our prices
to compete with aar market east or west J '

.... ! - .
! Mall Orders receive prompt and careful attention. .

CZrvm ARE HEYER UNDERSOLD.A : SORREL IIOKSE, , FOUR YEARS
XX- - old, no shoes on, branded I S on leltshoulder: fine horse; carries his head hiiro.
Supposed to have been taken by a Germannamed Fred Berger, about 19 years old:dark complexion, wears a low stiff hat. eld
boo5ft and his index flnge? on
right Is bent over on to the second
linger.. Any person giving information ofthe above will be rewarded.'' J-. VHATWOOn,

. olw. - Murray, Utah '
4f - f ' f ' " i i i . jt A


