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allALLAIL THINGS MAIMMADE OF NOTHING
f oyS I1

nr thonasTHOMAS WILLIAMSWILL rAmsiams a weigh bard and astrino41 luer TUNE derry dawndownP
harknark hark to a story very surpsurprisingrisings
A story beginning and ending in nothing
nothingrohrod hingbing all through and on nothing foundedroundedfound eds
and nothing lils worth itif it be confounded

CHORUS very strastrangenget strangstrawej very strange
oid englandrandfandand waleswals with treasures

out of nonothingthine their weights and mirtheirx1 SPitis1111
4we 1 1

Ainorira arnicaafrica europe andandasiaastaasia
ware altsit mada of nothing inin every minutia

very strangestangegtrange ac
the herbs and the floweretflo with their variations
weretegetere made ontout ofor nothing 1

1 yea ailall vegetation
af0 hethe trees small and large were created
eneera a hlllmill or a churchchurchonchurcherchurchunchorchonI1 or their plans designated

very strangstrangeeg ac
W gloro mademads thingsthing too numenumerousrous 0too mentmentionloulom

that creep oer the earthearths vast extension
the birdsbirds in the air andnd the beasts in their regionsreg tontlont
thelT 1

6 t opalda ththe tigers the bears and the items
very strangeetrange ac

thainnhsinthaaba nuinul thathat inn beauty dor
d nothing i werewerawe re made and thathe moon over yonder
ao lt adso the stars withithiab their
andans ailill millions of millions
TBA mlwl teryT eryeny strangSej ac

the rivers of waters the lakelandlakelatesand the oceana
0 nothing werefrere madesmade in their various locations
and

1
all living things in these wrawterytery regions

1thehe fl hes of all kundsinkindskindsinin numerous legions
11 I1 very strange ac

this Is1 a material Is it not a wonderwinderwander
lo10 nothing haibai tilia all space over and underander
thetho borlaworlds that are vl ibieIble above herehire md
and rhyet therthere Is nonothingthine enough in remainder

very strange ac
ff i
whoever has nothingg to his lot and portion
the same has got everything in hiahla p

foreor nothing Is great beyond comprehension
and mallemall and invisible without extension
wl very strange ac
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i InTIr frisingrising before a congregationcon re t atlon of saints I1 j

generally feel as though I1 want to say some
thin thatabat will be for the benefit of my breth-
ren and sisters something that will be of some
real practical use is in my opinion what we
want but to talk about abstract theories
idealities and things that have not much sub- i

stance or reality in them I1 do not think is of
much use to anybody in regard to the gospel
ofat jesus christ it is so great so extensive so
comprehensive so deep so high and so various
thattha titisitts almost impossible forforaa person bopre
bentsent anything thatthai is wrong A man can never
sppeakehk upon anything that is wrong so long aass
he confines himself to the limits of truth

in relation to our present position the
things alth which we are surrounded the
prospects that lie before us and our hopes
cares and anxieties these are things that
operate upon our minds or that ought to have
omesome influence with us Fforor instance I1 am

an elder in israel so are many of you and
we all probes to be saints nearly the whole of
this congregation now the question is what
nithit toletoieto be a saint and how far am 1 and
howbow far are you fulfilling the obligations that
devolvedegive upon usits as saints of god as elders
in israel as fathers of families and mothers
otof familiesalies let us ask ourselves these ques-
tions are we performperformingtrig our various duties
in building uptip the kingdom of god in rolling
forthfoilb hh adik upon the earth and what are
weive doing to bring about the latter day glory
which of our acts tends to this do any of
themethem or do all of them and what is really
ourmr poCpositionilion these are things that it is well

for us to weigh consider and find out the real
responsibilities that are upon usas

why iidilddidlid libecome a mormon and why
did we all become mormonscormonsMormons we should say
because weive berliedbelieved mormonismmorWor monism to be true
what is truth part of it ddd d we be-
lieve in this casecaie we should say all of it
what did we embrace mormonismniam for it
certainlyorta was not to professi relirellreligiont ionlon in order
that we might have the honor of men for
therehere was nothing of that associated with it

we had to endure considerable reproach and
haharehafere our names cast out as evil and to associ-
ate with a people that were universally dis
inked and eoso they arear now but we have got
aalonglo10Pr with it so that we now care bothinnothing
aboaboutut it now there is or ought to be a rre-
ality

e
about it so far as I1 am personally con-

cernedeerned if anyinyenecnerne wants to know why I1 be-
came a mormon I1 will answer because I1
considered that I1 was an intelligentint 11 Illliigent rational
boing that I1 hadbad to do with eternity as well as

time and having to do with both I1 wanted tcto
act in that way that I1 could secure the appro-
bation of my father inn heaven that I1
be prepared to enter into a better purer am
more exalted state of being in the eternal
world these were some of the first thoughts
and sentiments that governed my mind

in the next place I1 was called upon to be an
elder what was my object then it was to
obey the truth and teach others that they
might have the same blessings that I1 popossess-
ed

sess
I1 presume you felt so too and rejoiced

that you knew something of the life to come
that your hope bloomed with immortality and
eternal life and when you were ordained you
tried to magnify that calling and riestpriesthoodhoodyou were mobbed persecuted andan afflicted
and passed through scenes of difficulty priva-
tion and trial which you endured patiently
and joyfully knowing it was from the lord
and intended for your good and you were try
intoin r to obtain salvation in the eternal waworldsrids

many of you have passed through affliction
of various kinds if it was an affliction to be
robbed oeof your property if it was a trial to
be robbed of0 your good name you have en-
dured that and passed through it what
did you do it for and why did you endure itjust for the same season that the ancient
saints did I1 never read in the bible nor any
where else of the saints having any other
kind of0 treatment than that which you have
received

when I1 embraced the gospel I1 expected to
have my name cast out as evil I1 expected to
be persecuted and to be mobbed and if neces-
sary to lay down my life and I1 have come
pretty near it a number of times but this
was nothing particularly new for I1 had learn-
ed before I1 was a mormon that there was an
antagonism between truth andaridarldalidandrid error purity
and iniquity that the righteous always were
desus
persecuted and that many of the ministers of
jesus had been called to lay their lives down
for their religion and I1 never expect to see
anythingr different and my feelings and ideas
are precisely the same on this subject as they
were twenty years amoagoago there is still that
11amesame spirit of antagonism existing between
truth and error that there was then lettet a
man join thisthia Chchurch I1 dont care how hon-
orable he is the moment he does i that man
will be despised as sure aaas jesus was liashas
he luraurinjureded

anYangananybodybody no he was probably a
good man and esteemed by his neighborsc and
continued so but when he became a servant ofgod the powers oeof darkness were let loose
upon him men began to persecute himbim and
speak evil of him and his name was cast out
as evil this is the lot of every many that re-
ceives the truth I1 dont care where liehe comes
from in the united states england ireland
scotland wales france switzerland ger-
many or any part of the world you will find
the same spirit existing and isyouif you were to
ask our persecutors they could not tell you the
cause of their doing it but althoaithoalthoughu they I1

ahcannot explain the cause yet it is gogod damn I1

the mormonscormonsMormons ask them have they injured
yoyouu no they have not have they taken
anything from you or robbed you of your lib-
erty no they have not but still it is god
damnaan the mormonscormonsMormons and the simple reason
why they cannot tell the cause is because they
do0 not know by what spirit they are governed
and controlledoled if they knew by what spirit
theyley were governed they would know why
theyleyicy are constantly using their influence
against the workers of righteousness you
mayaay go back to the apostolic dispensation
takeake peter james and john and inquire who

d with them before they becamegechristchristiansiris while they were fishermen and
supposing they had a knock down abbout the
separation and division of the fish no matter
thelcyicy were all one they were of the world alllulfing in the samebame net one with the world
after a while they became christians and
thenienion they were persecuted from city to city
fromrom state to state and their names were cast
out as evil take jesus for example what
harmlarm did he do ilehe healed the sick opened
theie eyes of the blind and unstopped the ears of
theie deaf ilehe found some rascals in the tem-
pletempielieyie it is true and took a whip and drove them
outut and said it is written my house shall be
a house of prayer and you have made it a den
of thieves this of course made a disturb-
ance jesus amazed them by teaching themZ

good principles by telling them of their evils
exposing their iniquities and telling them that
heythey were whited walls and painted sepulchreschres

butut it was the truth they did not alith to hearbear
it they loved darkness rather than light that
was the kind of feeling and state of things
henthen and it is the same now truth has precise
y the same effect now that it had then and
presume it always will have and if they

will have done these things in the green tree
what will they do in the drysy

A good man is willing to have his deeds
roughtt to light he dont care how big a light

it is he is willing to say if there isia any
wickedness in me search me and let it be
seen but not so with many of the rireligious
professorsrotes borssors and hypocrites of the present day
ike the ancient Pharis ses those modern cese

pulchres the moment youyou 0openpen themy they are
discovered to be filled with nothing but rotten-
ness1 and dead mewsmens bones and these whitedwaited

I1 wallswalla are the same there is the same hypo-
crisy and whenever you examine them there
is nothing but rottenness and corruption
they might as well complain of the sun shi-
ning as to complain of the establishment and
spread of truth the workers of iniquity love
darkness rather than light because their deeds
are evil if the evil did not exist the light

i could not make it manifest all the harmbarm we
have ever done the world is to tell them the
truth as god has revealed it and seek to make
them happy for doing0 thisthia we have been per-
secuted and expect it

peter in speaking of this subject said be-
loved think it not sistrangege concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you as though soma
strange thing happened unto you but rejoice
inasmuch as ye are partakersparar takers of christs suf-
ferings ilsfe that when his glory shall be reveal-
ed

I1
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy

111 peter 4 chap 12 and 13 verses ilehe might
just as well have told them that it would be so
so long as there was a god in heavenbeaven and a
devil in hell and it is absolutely necessary
that it shoalssh be so concerning these mat-
ters I1 do notrit have any trouble what if we
have to suffer AM we acme here for
that purpose we came iniii order that we might
be purified and this is intended to give uuss a
knowledge of god of our weakness and
strength of our corruptionscorrupt ions and to develop
the evils that are within asto give us a know-
ledget of eternal life that we may be enabled
to overcome all evil and be exalted to thrones
of power and glory hence when people talk
to me about being severely tried I1 have to in-
form them that I1 do not know much about it
I1 feel however to sympathize with others it
isis very natural for a man to say why am I1
placed in such a position why have I1 to
grapple with these things with these afflic-
tions

so far as I1 am personally concerned I1 am
here as a candidate for eternity for heaven
and for haphappinessiness I1 want to secure by my
acts a peacepeace in another world that will impart
that happiness and bliss for which I1 am seek-
ing ifit I1 am driven with my brethren as I1
have been I1 ask myself what is the meaning
of itif ifafi I1 have to pass through afflictionsmeaning
wiswish them to be sanctified to my good if I1

1
had nothing to do and you had nothing to do
but to sit and sing ourselves away to ever-
lasting blissbh asasI1las the methodists and others do
it would be very easy why the lord could
easily remove these afflictionsblabubwtbiA he has not
a mind to do it

we read about the patience of job but I1 do
notno think he was a very patient man probablyy
he was sometimes in some things and in some
things he was not ilehe cursed the day he was
born and wished the light had never shoneaone up-
on him ilehe was a good man according to
his own account it waswag said by some that
his afflictions came because of his iniquities
but nobody waswag found to say and show what
they were it appears that the gods had a
council or conference together and the devil
appeared amongst them and the lord said
unto satan whence thouthon then satan
answered the lord andarid saidgaid from going to
and fro in the earth and walking lipup and down
in it and the lord said unto satan hast
thou considered my servant job that there is
none like him in the earth a perfect and an
upright man one that fehearethareth god and es
chechenwethlyeth evil job chap 1 verses 7 8

it appears from this that liehe was a man
such as we ought to be one that feared god
and acted for eternity and that he escheweschewedrd
allali ev we are told still further that the
devil complained that thetho lord had set a
hedge round about him so that it was next to
impossible to touch him but promised that if
he would take that away and let him have a
rap at him that his faith in god would be
shaken from this same chapter we learn
that the lord saidee could have a cliancechance that
he might try job and spsee e how he would act I1
have no doubt but the devil chuckled over job
and determined to destroy himbirn and his family
and be went to work and gathered together
the lightning knocked down the house where
the clchildrenildrenlidren of job were assembled and killed
them all then he stirred up the who
stole his oxen and asses and the Chaldeans
who stole his camels anaand slew his servants
and the servants of job came in one after
another and told him the news and each mes-
senger baideaid and I1 only escaped alone to tell
heethee 1

what waswag the reason the hedge was taken
away and satan was allowed to do with him
Just what hebe saw proper only to spare his life
what did job say ilehe is reported to have
said a great deal but hebe was probably more

than many of uaus would have been for
iee said after the report of all his misfortunes
the lord gave and the lord hath taken

avayaway blessed be the name of the lordly ilehe
ddaid not say it was the damned gentles and

or philistines that had done these
I1

if I1 hadbad cattle houseslouses and possessions thir

lord gave them tpto me and he has the rirightht to
take themthem away if I1 have any of the gleisbless-
ings 0of thisadaawalifeilfeifeyiI1 received them from the lord
it was the almighty that gave them to me anand
ifit they are taken away I1 ought to say with
job the lord gaveeavecave and the lord
away blessed be the name of the lord was
not that a good feeling that job possessed
and do you not think we should have similar
feelings I1 dont think that these damned
gentiles as some of you term them have soio
much to do with it as you suppose they ara
servants to whom they yield themselves ser-
vants to obey and therefore I1 do not think you
ought to blame so much as you do for they
are under an influence that they cannot resist
andareandrare merely doing the will of their father
they calumniate you and they lie aaas you sasaysaxr

likeilke the devil but bless you they cannot helphello
it and the lord permits it to be so they can-
not do any more than they are permitted to do
it is just as the scriptures say the wrath of
man shall praise me and the remainder of0
wrath I1 will restrain and I1 will put in order
and accomplish my purpose upon the earth
now if it was not the Sa beans the philistines
and the lightning that did all this to jobi
do not think it is the MissourmissouriansMissourilansiansang but itis
their father who is where laughterlaughter
we ought not to complain of our position I1
think I1 do not want to complain I1 never have
felt a spirit of aultauit findananding0 or complaining

from what I1 have quoted from the book of
mormon you discover that the devil was ae-
cus

ac-
customedcus tomed in those days to appear before thibthis
lord as he has done in these last days and I1
can assure you that he has been above once
in regard to jobjobbehe said 1 I have tried him
and only let me touch his body skin for skin
all that a man hath will he give fopfor his life 21

well says the lord he is in your hands
only you shall spare his life 11 the devil then
smote him with boilsbolls and job began to cursocursa
things around him and it appears that thotha
devildevil was pretty near right about it

but job would not deny his god ilehe was
firm in his integrity and he possessed the
spirit of revelation had a 1right0 kind of belietbelief
inin god in futurity and was submissive to thothe
will of the almighty it is said that liehe got
mad and wiloWHO would not be I1 do not know
that the lord would be displeased with a man
for gegettingt ing mad when the devil wadwaiwas letlit loohnloose
upon him at any rate we are informedormid that

in all this job sinned not
I1 remember hearing a woman say in niamia

ill be damned if I1 will stand it aanyllyily
longer for this is thehe fifth house the mob have
burned down for me in less than two years
job did not feel so he was indeed severely
tried butchenbut when he came down to sober reflec-
tiontion he sad in hishia heart the mamaymax
taketake iry asses and the Chaldeans may faifarfallfali
upon my servants and kill them and steal my
sheep and my house be thrown down with thietha
storm and I1 may lie in the ashes and men
that I1 would not associate with the dogs of
mmy flocks may wear away my life and my
bodyboady may go to dust yet though worms prepreyerey
upon ityit yetet in my flesh shall I1 see god nahed
I1 came into the world and naked I1 snailshall goax
out blessed be the name of the lord wigWIBvav
not this a good feeling to manifest leitlleilllet us
try to imitate it and acknowledge the chaachas19
bening rod of the almighty

now I1 will consider the character ofoi yealjealjeanw
for a short time I1 will take him for an ex-
ample and ask why he niwasas persecuted and
afflicted why was he put to death weweareaneare
told by the apostleapost je that it was necessary for
him of whom are all things to make the cap-
tain

ap
of their salvation perfect through suffer-

ing20in it waswag absolutely necessary thabthat hohe
shoulduld

kasspass through this state aandndybbee subject
to all tthee weaknesses of the flesh that hshe
should also be subjected to the budiebufietings of
satansatin the same as we are and pass through
alallali the trials incident to humanity and thethere-
by

re
comprehend the weakness and the trugrus

character of human nature with all its fafaultsfaulta
and foibles that we might have a faithful
high priest that would knowknow how to deliver
thosethose that arears tempted and hence one of tha
apostles in speaking of him says for wa
havelave not a high priest which cannot be touch-
ed with the feelings of ouroar infirmities but wagwas
in all points tempted like as we are yet with-
out sin heb ath charchap verse

here then we find thet e reason why he was
tempted an I1 afflicted haile stood at the headbead
of that dispensation and came to abona for
thehe transtransgressionssessions of men to stamslam at tire

headlead as thetle savior of men
it was necessary that liehe should have a body

ikelike ours and be made subject to all the weak-
nesses of the flesh that the devidealdev 1 I should be
letietet loose upon him and that he should be tried
I1 ke other men then again in gethsemaneGethsemaneanc
heie was left alone and BOso great wabwaawab the
gieglele that we are told he sweat as it were
reat drops of blood in the great day when

ie waswaa about to sacrificesacgac hishia lifehf helie said
my god my god why hast thou forsaken

neme ilehe has passed through all thiathis and
ichen he seesseea you passing through these trials
indand hhf knows how to feifel towards


