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the bender family
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ta1 PCndence tribune of 1maylasrasyay
gives a long and interesting

account of the horrible discoveries
madeammade at the bendelbendey farm kansas
from which we cull the following

thothe fagfaifamilynily were germans kept
a few groceries for saleand as it was
about five hours drive from tilethe
mission scores of persons stopped
there to feed and getgot their dinners
or lunch they were of the lowest
class the old man and woman
spoke broken english Ekatlekatieatleatie
bender was a spiritualist claiming
unlimited power over disease that
the devil would grant her money
ropower or anything she desired
herer hair was coarse and yellowseiloyellowedwandnd
herbyeher eye most vicious her man-
ner indicated a fiendish character
and she is known to have hajhadhad
complete control over tilethe whole
family

the househous ewaswas a frame structure
16 x 24 feet facing the north with-
out lath or erand dividivideded by
studding into two rooms in the
front room to the right was a coun-
ter to the left was a corncom pilepersonsPer sitting down necessarilyilylly
occiaoccupiedpledpied the center of the room or
leaned back towartowardsdsaa curtain which
hung against the studding the
qpeningopening in the curtain into the
backbaek room was to the left in the
back roaniroom near the door was the
stove and to the right was the bed
and between the bed and the
stove was a trap doorand below was
an irregular hole in the ground
about five feet in diameter and
aboutaboutakotAkethothe same depth with a pas-
sage ouaoia under the southeastsouth east cor-
ner of the house in which were a
fewfowfe w loose stone steps to thetho south
of the house about a hundred yards
is a patch of about three fourths of
an acre plowed for a garden in
which are several rows of apple
trees

it is supposed that when they
decided to kill a personaberson theythes would
give himahim a seat where he would
naturally lean back against the cur-
tain there a person concealed
could with the large hammer deal
a fatal blow upon the cerebellum
when other members with the
other limhammersmers could finish up the
job itt I1is supposed that the next
step was to cut their victims throat
over the trap door and tumble him
down into the hole and at night to
strip and bury him in the garden

the graves were very narrow
about four feet deep and were dug
each near an apple tree as if to mark
them the soil and the subsoil had
been kept separate and the surplus
carried away early this spring
the ground had been plowed all
of the bodies had been
hepting of shirts all of their throats
cut and skulls brobrokenkerlkeil

last kwinteraa lady stopped there
to pass the night and being tired
pulled ossoff her shoes and lay down
upon the bed while BenbendersderIs wife
got supper soon supper was an-
nouncednounced and the lady looked on
the table and saw there nothing
except several ppistolspistols and three or
four large knives one of these the
shebhe devildavil bender was feeling on
the edge and casting side glancesglance at
the lady on thetho bed when sheanshe an-
nounced supper ready they
thenthed told her that they were going
to call up theulie spirits who would
tell them if she should be killed or
not Theethe tabletabio tipped and they
said they should have to kill her

the lady maintained her self
concoucontroltrolandand stepped out of thethe house
andanid hurried off foto a neighbors
where she remained all night bulbuibut
observed the benders looking from
the door as ififaawaitingwalting herre tumurn
next morning the neighbor went
over and got the ladys shoes and
shawl and they said she hadbad be-
witched rateskates coffee and denied
the knife and pistol story this
was told in independence last win-
ter but was considered too improb-
able a story to be believed

A newspaper entitled thethe ameri-
can has been established in
liverpool

A diplomatist who gives great
dinners at parisvaris it is said always
surrounds each guest at tiletiiethetho place
where he sitsbits at the table with
flowers that belong to the country
of which he is a native

sirmr xalarshh Aill ipg a country
magistrate and eighty two years
oldoid plunged into the heabea buttorat tor
quay england to rescue a child
from drowningdr0 he became ex-
hausted and himself and the child
were rescuedby a younger man
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