
4 THTHEIE
their heels in the antechamberante chamber of the
palace of peking quite as often as they
do in the white househouse at washington
when they are ushered into his presence
they get down on their knees and bump
their heads again anaanc again on the floor
and they have to remain on their knees
while before him not long ago he
took a notion to learn english and two
students of the college at peking were
appointed as his teachers he recited
his lessons at i1 in the morning
and for some time these boys who
acted as teachers had to remain on their
knees while his majesty butchered the
kings english before them he kept
up his studies for some time but I1 was
told in peking that he had given up the
attempt

the emperor of china is to a certain
extent the editor of the famous peking
gazette this is the oldest newspaper
of the world and it has been published
almost daily for eight hundred yearsvears it
was read by the chinese centuries before
america was discovered and it was sixsix
hundred years old when the first daily
newspaper of our civilization began its
publication in 1615 it is nothing like
our newspapers however the copies
which are sent all over china are more
like the cheapest of patent medicine
almanacs than anything else they are
bound in yellow covers and are printed
from blocks on the thinnestest of rice
paper A page of the peking gazette
is about three inches wide and seven
inches long and there are sixteen pages
and upward in each issue none of the
issues contain one hundredth the
amount of the material in a sunday
news the newspaper begins at the
back instead of at the front the lines
run up and down instead of across the
top and you read from right to left
across the page instead of promfrom left to
right as with us it aas no advertise-
ments no editorials and no social
gossip the government allows no
comments on its actions and it is a
crime to add to or subtract from its
matter in its republication the news-
paper is made up of official acts and
reports and such of the reports as the
emperor thinks ought to be published
are looked over by him and he marks
with a red pencil his comments upon
them these are pasted upon dill
boards outside of the palace and the
scribes copy them into books which are
sent out each day these first copies
are the original issues of the peking
gazette they are beautifully engross-
ed and they command a price of about
a hundred dollars a year private print-
ing firms buy them and the engravers
make blocks from which the cheaper
copies are printed some editions go
for thirty cents a month and numbers of
chinese families club together and buy
these cheaper editions so that a man
may pay perhaps one twentieth of a
cent lorjor reading a copy of the peking
gazette I1 have a bound volume of
this paper which has been translated
into english and I1 get translations
every week in the english newspapers
which I1 receive from china practically
nothing is as yet given about the chinese
japanese war except that in the issue
of august 3828 it is stated that the em-
press dowager has sent boxes of
cooling pills to the soldiers in corea
and the couriers probably bring the
news in on horseback and retail it totb
the people there is no doubt that

thereasiff more lying dime in the dis
nation of Official reports than tancan

possibly be committed by american re-
porters lindand 1 learn from peking that
the people are kept in entire ignorance
of what is going on in the war with
japan

it is doubtful whether the emperor
himself understands his real situation
he has I1 venture never reviewed hihis
own army and he knows nothing about
militaryarX tactics it is a common amuse-
ment with him to go out and shoot with
a bow and arrow and his only ex-
perienceperi ence as to traveling by railroad has
been inin a small train of cars which a
french syndicate who wanted to get
railroad concessionsconcessions presented to him
the train cost them I1 am told some-
thing like one hundred thousand dol-
lars the emperor refused to accept it
as a gift and sent them back the sum of
ten thousand dollars in order to relieve
himself from any obligation it is now
sixsix years since the present was made
and they have gotten no concessions I1
saw these cars in tien tsin some years
apoago when they were on their way to the
emperor they were carried into pek-
ing by water and his majesty had a
track laid in the palace grounds and
they were run for a short time with
steam this however was too fast for
his majesty and I1 understand that he
now harnesses up his eunuchs to the
engine and has them whipped right
royally by the brakeman as he rides
through the grounds the emperor
knows nothing of modern civilization
and modern warfare he does not even
know huhis own councountry and did he pos-
sess a great character it would have
been ruined long since by his
ings

this is the man who is supposed to
be at the head of the great chinese
empire and who ought to be directing
the war with japan he is I1 am told
largely governed by his eunuchs they
have been his closet associates through-
out his life and different estimates state
that he has all the way from four to ten
thousand of these eunuchs in the palace
our own miniminister col denby says
that he has actual information that there
are at least four thousand and when
you remember that this immense colony
is scattered over an area not much
larger than that of a farm you will see
that eunuchs are thicker than blackber-
ries in august they are graded in
different departments and each has his
own duties those of ordinary rank re-
ceive from two to twelve dollars a month
but they make fortunes out of squeezing
and stealing and there is one eunuch in
the palace who is said to be worth mil-
lions his name is pi esiau li and he
is the confidential servant otof the old
empress dowager he is a great office
broker and I1 heard of instances of his
getting a hundred thousand dollars and
upward for single offices and I1 have no
doubt that he divides hhisis profits with
the old empress all of ththee officials of
peking are afraid of him and though
he began life as the son of a shoemaker
he has more power than many of the
princes his fatherfarthier yaswas a cobbler in the
city efcf tung chow about fifteen miles
from peking but since his son has be-
come so powepowerful the old man has been
elevated tto a fat office and be has a
feather m his hat I1 sawdaw a number otof
instances myself in peking which gave

me an insight into thehe stealing of these
eunuchs the finest of the silks and
embroideries of china are made for the
emperor he has vast silk loomsloomsatat

and he has great porcelain
factories inin different parts of china he
receives his satin by the cartload and
one of his recent orders as I1 see by the
peking gazette included thirty four
hundred rolls of silk gauze five hundred
rolls of brocadesbrocadedbrocades and three hundred
and seventy rolls of satin he buys
his pencils by the thousand and paper
isis carried to peking for him by the ship-
load he receives many presents and
he cant keep track ot all his possessions
the eunuchs sneak goods out of themthe
palace and hand them over to second-
hand peddlers and I1 was offered gowns
which were probably made for the royal
narem again and again during my stay
inin peking and you can buy fine pieces
of embroidery there with the five
clawed dragon upon them which is the
imperialm erial coat of arms for a song many
a rnefine piece of porcelain is smuggled out
of the palaces and sold and the officials
probably get a squeeze on all orders of
goodsgoods that they make for the emperor

just one word more about the
eunuchs the laws provide that none
but those of royal blood shall have the
right to employ them and princesses
can have thirty eunuchs while the
nephewsnephew of the emperor are restricted
to twenty every fifth year certain of
the officials of china are required to
furnish torfor the use of the palaces eight

eunuchs each and these princes
are paid three hundred dollars apiece
for them even the priests who attend
to the worship of the harem are eunuchs
and the emperor goes no place without
them there wereatre several hundred
guarding the roads when the foreign
minister came into the audience andand
the old empress dowager had quite a
corps of them 1

the empress dowager will be sixty
years old next month she is said to
be a most remarkable woman and she
has been practically the ruler of china
for the past generation she was the
secondary wife or the first concubine of
the emperor hien fung who died
along about the time of the beginning
of our civil war and she has been prac-
tically the boss of the harem and the
empire since then she was at the
head of the empire during a greater
part of the kaiping rebellion she man-
aged its affairs during its war with
france and she hadbad a little taste of
russian diplomacy in her fuss with the
czar of some years ago she is said to
have a mind of her own and all of the
chinese respect and fear her she is a
stickler as to form and she insists that
all business shall be done through the
young emperoremreror though she really directs
what he is to do she is very vain and
she had consented to the spending of
about twenty million dollars on the
celebration of her birthday this year
and this money was being collected for
the purpose when the war with japan
broke out A large part of it is to be
applied to the war and if the japanese
approach peking before the celebration
it is probable thatat the old empress will
really give the whole of it to the warwair
as theshe has promised to do the empressempiou
dowager is even more secluded than
the emperor and when she receivereceives sherber
officials she sits behind a screen and


