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equivalent. This would at least keep
thore individuals out who mneither
have 3100 nor any chance to borrow
the required sum for a few hours while
passing through Castle Garden. But
althnugh some puupera would in thie
way be kept out, yet the most unde.
girable of immlgrantfi—those who are
depraved and vicious, those who come
with venomous feelings against all or-
%~ nized governments, would not thers-
hy be barred trom landing, Another
suggestion is that Immigrants must
procure certificates from our conauls
ahroad showing that they are worthy
to be admitted; and another s thatim.
migrants between twelve and fifty-five
years of age must beable to write their
own Japguage satisfactorily.

BSome people seem to entertaln the
iden thnt laws for the restriction of
immigration to the United Bintes
weuld he likely to lend to
hard frelings bhetween this coun-.
try and Europe. There jaalready
a subject for dJdiplomatie correspond-
ence with China on this account, and
it §s thought other countries would
fee] the restriction as keenly us the
“celeatinl empire’® does. But thls
danger would not be very great.
8hould Congrees feel that imm!igration
must he restricted for the good of ihir
gountry, there need be no hesitation
on that score. In the firet place, thie
country is strong enough to hold ite
own and need not ppen fts gates to
everyvbody against the expressed will
of the people. And io Llhe second

lnce, it is more than likely that the
nfluential 6lasses in the old countries
would hall with joy any reasonahle
messure whereby the terrlbhle drain on
their populstton could bhe ohecked.
The emigration business is in
many countries looked upon as an
evil, with which the governmentas
bave heen nnable to cope; for hy it
the satisfrctlon of gelting undesirable
subjects cut of the way is much
mote than offeet by the faol that thous-
ande upon thoueande of the most
thrifty and intellectual oitizens are loat
to the land of their hirth, and n vast
amountof eapital, industry and brains
bas found Its way with them across Lhe
ocann.

There ia also another gide of the ques-
tlon. Thousands bave left the old
world becanese they yearned for the
bleseings of politlcal and religious
ifberty, denied them in their respee.
tive countries but open to them here.
Were these compelied to stay nt home,
their sentiments would gradually
spread throughout and permeate all
their surroundings, untll they became
strong emough to burst the shackles
and liberate the masses. It 18 clear
enough that forevery liberal-minded in-
dividual wholeavesbisown country,the
caupe of lberty in that country loses
that much wupport and hecomen
weaker. Tf thls reasoning is correet,
the conclusion is apparent that the
prohibitlon of immigration to thia
oountry would mean the hastening of
the day of Jtberty to the old countries,
It would ultimately be a hoon to Eu-
rope Inatead of A lous,

There are many phases to the ques-
tlon as viewed from tbhe A merigan
atandpoint, and important reasons why
it should hot recelve legislative notice
save in a hroad-minded, llberal, atntes-
maniike way. tHowever desirable It
may be to exclude from residence In

our cuuntry every element that canoot
imblbe the apirit of our {ngtilutions,
observe our laws and add strength tn
our social and industrial fabric, it muat
not he forgotten that the history of im
migration of the past showasall the bal-
ances to be in our favor, and that in
adopting a too restrlctive policy we
are in danger of killing the goose that
for lo these many years has been Jaye
ing the golden egg.

AS TO VEGETARIANISM.

On the subject of vegelarinnism, &
matter that always poasesses a certain
degree of interest for this community,

the editor of the NEwS has received
the followlng letter:

8ir—The subject of vegstarianism is
becoming so populnr, nnd {1s jmportance
being dally more and more recognized,
tbat your readers 1nay be jnterested to
know that now wo have affillated so-
cietios not only throughont England hut
all over the world, and th - testimony of
those who bavo adopted this retnrn Lo
the natural food of man is unanimoens in
praise ofits value in alloviating and often
curing such disensos as gout, rheum-
atism, chronic beaduche, indigestion,
liver disorders, diabetes, etc. Much
harm, howover, is douo by persons uik-
ing it up without auy knowledge of the
subject, nssuming that vegoiarianism ia
mersly givlmzrI up Hesh meoat and then
ealing evorylhing else indisoriminately

in largo quantities, The study of Lbe re-
Intfion of food to the heaith is
an  important and not always
an oasy one; it is therofors of the

utmost necessity, that those who want to
attain to the full joy of perfect health
should remember that the way toit, just
as to nll other forms of perfection, lies
through much labor, study and self-
denial. Ishall be vory happy to forward
50moe literature en the subjeoct to sny one
sending me a stamped wrapper, and
would invite the local operalion of any
lady or gentleman who has spare time
and the interest of the well heing and
Lealth of the community at hearl to act
as honorable local secretary.

I have the honor to be your obedient
servant,

Josiam OLDF1ELD,M.A ., B.C, L.,
. Barxrister at Law;

Treasurer Vegeturian Fedoral Union,
Memorial Hall, Farringdon Strect, Lon-
don, E. O.

It is Dot necessary to add mote than
A word by way of coroment ugpob the
foregoing communieation, The Lord
hae given to His people n revelation
whoue observance in spirit apnd In truth
would make them perbaps not strict
vegelariane in the common use of the
term, hut certainly a temsperate com-
munity and one wWhere flesh.
eating was the exceptiomn and
not the rule, In that reveistion,
which wne ygiven ns a Word of Wis-
dom—-“‘not by commandment or von-
atraint”—the Lord eanys He has or-
dained for the use of man with
thankagiving the fleah of beasts and
the fowls of the alr; ‘*‘nevertheless
they are to be used spariogly.’? “*And
it is pleasing unto me,” saya the Lord,
“'that they sbould not be used only in
tiraes of winter, or of cold or famine.”
And again: “These hath God made
for the use of man only in timea of
famine and excess of hunger.”?

Belng in possession of thislaw emar-
ating trom Him 1o whom alone perfec-
tion dwells, the Saints have amall
exouse for being misled by the theorles

and doctrines of men. This very fact,
however, Only qualifies them the better
to compare intelligently and with dis-
crimination the varlous aystems of
human origin for the Improvement of
the phyeioal tabernacle and ita preser
vatlon in health, Hence the work of
M. Oldfield’s socicty will be examined
with interest; nnod we shall be very
pleased to learn thst pome of our read-
ers bave accepted his fnvitation to ob-
tain his literature and have otherwise
manlfested zeal in a rubject which
common $enpe—muoh more the word
of God—presents v worthy of study,
anoceptance nnd propagation.

e

GERMAN BIBLE TRANSLATIONS.

Among the Liuthersns of Germany
and In the Beandinavian countries, it
bus hitherto generally been taken {nr

granted that the tropslation of Lhe
Seriptures into German by Luther waa
almost the first attempt to place the
ancred records within the reach of the
general publle. And this work is often
characterized as the grandest of the
great reformer. Bui it Dow seems
that the fuea of trapslating the
Scriptures Into German waa far from
original with Luther. Recently Prof.
Walther has made researches into the
history of Gorman Bible-vereions pre-
vious to the time of Luther, and, ac-
ocording to the Theologisohes Literatur.
blatl, bhe hss found nov less than
eighteen complete edillons of the Bible
in Qerman, and o'e in Dutch,
and aleo thirty-one editions of
portions of the Bible. This hecomes
more remarkahle from the faot that a
great many of these are caoples of older
translatione, a proof that considerable
effort must have bheen put forth by
learned men long before the reformu-
tion to Jifture the Wordof God among
lhe maeses of the pevple.

By whom these transiations were
made and how distributed has not yet
been diecevered. Onliy thie wmuch
aeeme to be sure, that neither the
Waldenses and Alblgenses, who by
cruel persecutions were scattered all
over Europe; nor the otficial leaders of
the established cbureh were ilpetru-
mentalin bringlng them forth.

This discovery in the theological
field ia of great interest to students of
ecoleslnatical hilstory, and i fall
light ahall be thrown upon the subject
by further researches, some important
facts may yet be discovered, which
bitherto have escaped the historians.

It must he confessed that the data so
far obtained does not Jetract from the
meritas of Luither in the least. It is not
likely that he knew of the exlstence of
these trapeiatlons. It ir well Rnown
that he had never aeen & Bible till be
found a copy of the Latin Vulgate
chained to the shelves in the library of
a monastery. The circulation of
booke at that time, when a Bible

was worth three times the price
of n fat ox, could not be ex-
tenstve. Lutber’s position among

German Bible transalators must alwsys
remain somewhst stmilar to that sf
Columbue among the discoverers of
Amerlca. Through him the Bihle
became the property of the masees of
the people. The exocellencles of his
trapslations, too. are nndisputed. The
knowledge of the original languages
in bis time wue merely rudimentary.



