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Sunday Services.

Religious serviees were held at the
Tabernsels, Salt Lake City, Sunday,
December 20th, 1891, commencing at 2
p. m., President Anpgus M, Canoon
presiving.

The choir and congregatlon sang the
hymn commeneing:

{How firm a foundation, y» 8xints of the Lord,
18 laid for your faith 1o 18 excellenl wo d.

Prayer was offered by Elder George
A. Woolley.

The choir sang:

He died! The Great Redeemer dled,
And lsruﬂl's'danghte_rs wept around.

The Priesthood of the Twelfth Ward
officiated in the administration of the
8acrament.

AVOSTLE JOHN HENRY SMITH

addrersed the congregation. He reai-
ized thut unless we cau enjoy the in-
fluence of the Holy Bpirit, 1t would be
impossible to speak for the ediflcation
of the Baints, and be, therefore, de-
sired the congregsation to give him
their aid, by prayer aud faith, that he
might bave the guidance of that Spirit
during the time bhe might be led to
occupy. On a day like the precent,
the speaker feit that we have full
claim on our Father fu heaven to give
us the {nstruction we newvd, as we have
exhibited our faith o coming out ln
such inglement weather., We have
shown our good willl and can claim
abundant spiritual foed from Him.

The spenker had uo particular sub-
ject on hls inind, upon which to rRpeak,
but wus dependent on the promptings
of the Bpirlt. Qur Father has promised
to those who rely on Him in seeking
to speak to His people, that they shall
be given whatfo say.

The speaker had recently visited
pome of the settlements in Arizooa
where he had the privilege of ming-
Hog with the Sainte, enjoying their
hospitality aud speaking to them. The
Baints in that sectiou of country are as
a rule in the enjoyment of the Bpirit of
@od. While they have many trlals
and apparent sacrifices, the Lord has
been good to them, and they enjoy
His presence in a groater degree Lhan
many in mor {avored Jocalities where
the people have the privilege of fre-

uent visits of the presidinz brethren.

bey ure reasonably prosperous tem-
porally apnd desirous of living accord-
ing to the requirements of the Gospel.
Aws wemingle with the people, we gee
a great variety of circumstanees, both
10 a worldly und a religioussense, and
we discover that where the Baints are
possessed of 1ittle worldly wealth, they
sesm to eujoy the companionship of
the Bpirit morethan where they are in
a position to secure to thempselves good
olreumstanoces. As a8 rule, in
poverly, the Bualots are more
copscientious in the observance of the
requirementa of our falth, in abetaining
from those things which are forbidden
by our Heavenly Fatherand In seeking
that compantonship which can make
Bajnts happy. Why this should be so
is hard to understand, but we can easi]y
discover, as we mingle with the Saiuts,
that there is n tendency atnony some of
those who are well to do Wdd can enjoy
not only the necessarles but the fuxur-
jea of Iife, to grow lsx {u the
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observance of the prinecipltes of the
religion which we have espoused.
Many things which were regarded
with abhorrence in the past are today
Indulged in with seemingly very little
compunetion of conscience. Many of
the requirements of the Gospel are
looked upon as of little moment. [t
seems {o be patural te drift with the
current nid oot to notive where weare
drifting to.

Thespeaker refgrred to his experi-
ence on hias first mission. When he
came in contact with people in extreme
poverty, his heart was readlly. touched
and If he had anything whereby he
could minister o their want, he un-
hegitatingly put it fu their bands. He
found, however, that he gradually grew
mors cold, as # sight of them be-
vame tore familiar. This condition
has, no doubt, been uoticed by
all who have had awmy experieoce
io this direction. If we let down the
bare agaiost evil influences we will
gradually bescome more und more
familinr with the evii, and at last we
will look with contempt upon things
which we formerly coosidered sacred.
Upon tbe Sajnts who are called to
preach the everlasting Goapel to the
world a great responsiblility rests. Ex-
treme care is therefore required,

It may be asked whether many of
the things our Father bus given us for

pur purification avud enlightenment

and by which the Saints were actuated
lu the past sre noi bucoming obsolete,
or altogether dylng out, Buch a prac-
tice a8 family prayers, for iustance,
seems to be upknown in many places.
Many never ask a blessing on the food,
unless in the presence ol some visitor
on whom they can lay the reaponsi-
bility. By oounversation with rome
children, It may be learned thal funmily
prayer l# something unknown to
them, and they will perbaps wonder
why a blessiog is asked on the food,
vnly when there i8 a stranger present.

Many @peopie pay no attention
to the Word of Wisdom. There
is ecarcely a table set upon
which are npot to be  found

thinge forbidden by the Ilaw of the
Lord, Many hretbren have accus-
tomed themsel ves to the use of tobacco
In various forms, and others uge in-
toxicating liyuors and have grown
careless to other forms of transgression.

The speaker had visited the southern
part of the Territory. He had found
aix families who did not presume to
’l:‘ruy either mornlng or eveuwing.

amily devotion seemed (o have
been forgotten. When he had asked
for the privilege of kneellng down with
them and ask God to bless their
bomes, and bad done so, the children
seemed surprised. A reformation Is
surely necessary among the Baints,
The principles of the Goepel should be
explained and the people exhorted to
attend to thelr prayers.

There is no reason, iIf men and wo-
men will seek toenjoy the influvnce of
the Holy Spirit, why that influence
should oot be felt wiwrever they o, in
the daily walks of life. [f we llve as
we should, the power of God will be
communicated to our surroundings.
Profanity in speech is vulgarity and
very debasing, yet many people ure
¥iven to the vioious hahit.
But if the Elders wil} do their duty,
their iufluence will be tur. ol even
among sucb men and women. Those
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will soon fee] thut they will have o
ure more modesty Io their language
and more caution in doing that which
e wrong. Reformation wi)l cormae by’
thls means, for it can be brought about
only by unity of effort by thise who
bave learoed their uutles and are will-
ing to porform them.

The spenker had dwelt upon these
conditions, yet, from his acquaintance
with the people, he believed there were
more Sajuita who earnedtly tried to Jitve
their religion than thefe ever were
before at any time. While many were
apparently drifting away, yet there-
were mADY who were as devoted ae
they ever were in theirlives. There 1s,
and will be a coptinued growth In
overéoming the evils of the world with
which we are brought iu contact.

The regeneratlon of the human fam-
ily is gradual. As the seeus of truih
shall ficd their way into the heuarts of
men they wiil bring about that great
chauge, until the work shail be accom-
plitbed and righteousness abound
amonyg the childrep of men, There are
Low many opportunities before us. On
our right hund and on the leit are
those who are careless, but who may be
reached and eveatually added to the
oumber who are trying to uo thelr
duties, Every Christinn man »nd
womat should endeavor to bring about
a change for the twtter in every condi-
tion of life and briog joy aud bappi-
ness to fumilies where unbappiuess
reigus,

Do we fully sense the cuudition that
now exists aud the resgonsibility that
refts on us in regard to our ownu? In
every coroer, aimost, temptations
abound. There are abando: e women
and vicious men, Temptations present
themselves on all hands to the rising
generation. Are we gathering those
who are placed in our watoheare, striv-
ing to establish within their brensts a
resting place for the Spirit of our
Fatber in heaven? These are gues-
tions in which we should ieel a deep
interest. Qur cirocumslinnces are greal-
ly obhanged and will contibue to-
change, possibly, for some time to
come. Business chances are opened
up and partpership with those not
identified with our falth- are enteied
into. But if we can build our children
up firmiy on the rock, the impress
of their faith in QGod will bve
manifest wherever they go, and it will
be the means of Lringing into the fold
hundreds of those who now have no
regard for the Goepel. The speaker
had found muny opportunities of con-
versing with men who never before
would listen to him, and expound the
Gospel to them. And 80 bave, no
doubht, ali of us. Arewetaking advan-
tage of such opportunities?

I[n the past we have been regarded
a8 an exclusive people even by those
who have lived Io our owd midst. We
were looked upon ae Jacking socia-
bility, but the time bhas now come
when our religion i& nv longer treated
as & football to vverybody. Ilis vot to
pe expected that all mankind will ae-
cept our faith, but It is to be hoped that
the conditions pmow surroundiug us
will be fraught with blessiogs to our
‘ellJow men a8 Lo oursel ves.

The speaker expreesed his joy in the
opportunities that had been opened up.
He did not feel despondent, but ie-
-heved that ». wide dJdoor bad been

vpened befure the Baints of God. 'Their



