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trade this seems to me very poor
estnesseesiness there is15 a great deal of wast
edea energy inin the denunciation of the
wordbcdocd subsidy it came into our voca-
bularyrb try in connection with the pacific
bhailail scandal twenty years ago got a
bad name and frightened our statesmen
into doing nothing for our shipping
england mishas built up her steamship
lines by means of subsidies in twenty
aws she has paid the cunard line alone
nearly roooooo and she gives boun-
ties to the ships carrying the mails this
is a matter that should be carefullycare tully con

dered and studied we cannot com-
pete with engrand in shipping while she
helps1I

alphs her shipping interests and we do
iaonothinging I1 dont say I1 am for subsidies
but I1 do say I1 favor some policy in the
way of help that will put us on a tootingfooting
with england until we can build up a
shipping of our own and make
america and not england mis-
tress of the seas I1 think the day has
come when we must consider our for-
eign trade the asiatic countries lie
nearest to us and they are now forced
upon our consideration we should
torn towards the beautiful orient and
gather from it trade as well as wisdom
asia has more than of
people more than halt the population
of the globe live on that continent
these p ople have backs to be clothed
stomachs to be fed and muscles to be
worked they are now following the
recent war between china and japan to
come into competition with the rest oi01
the world we must have our share in
the work and in the supplying of their
wants we need closer connection with
them we must have it in the future
our trade relations with china japan
and the east will be relatively more im-
portant than with europe mark I1 say
relatively As these countries adopt the
manners customs habits and methods
of our western civilization the wants olof
their people will multiply and we must
be ready to meet them china alterafter
two thousand years is again learning to
eat flour and cargoes of flour are begin-
ning to leave the pacific coast for asia
take the nicaragua canal it should be
built at once suppose it does cost

what is that we ought
to build it even if it cost more at

it would only be the paying
at a shilling twelve and one halt cents
a headbead for a possible customer in asia
for our goods from now on to eternity
the croakers will say but we dont
know how the canal should be built or
where it should come out that is a
a question for the engineers and not for
useme whittwhat the country wants is the
canal t

HE BELIEVES IN reciprocity
how about mexico and south

america
1I1 think they should be closer to us in

a commercial way we should auld
vate them and we should have their
trade I1 have recently returned from a

mile trip in which I1 visited mexi-
co city and traveled through most otof that
country it isis a land of great possibili-
ties and the english french and ger-
mans are doing all that they can to hold
iteils trade the mexicans are very friend-
ly to us but we do not sufficiently culli
vate them nor their business our con
sategels and minister should speak spanish
theyrhex should to a large extent bebecomcom-
mercial agents just as those of england
france and germany are and should be

ablerto kewkeep us posted on the wants and
possibilities of the country

did you meet president Diaz
yes he treated weme very well indeed

I1 speak spanish you know and from
my havhavinging lived in new mexico I1 know
something of the mexicans and mexican
character president diaz seemed
pleased at this I1 was much impressed
with him he is a strong man one of
the great men of the world and in some
ways he reminded me of general
grant

NEWS ABOUT WEST VIRGINIA

how did you come to settle in westwest
virginia senator

there were a variety of reasons
replied senator elkins and one is that
men as they go on in lifelial naturally seek
residences along the lines where they
were born I1 was born in perry county
ohio the same county that produced
general phil sheridan and not far from
the shermansSher mans and ewings my father
came from virginia near here and he
passed within a few miles of this place
when he emigrated to ohio people
dont understand the latitude of west
virginia this state is in reality a
northern state it is only miles
from the lakes and 75 miles from tide-
water wheeling is in the latitude of
philadelphia and I1 am very near to the
latitude in which I1 was born another
reason was that I1 married a wife who is
a west virginian I1 am also a natural
pioneer I1 was taken as a baby to the
west and spent my boyhood near kansas
city in missouri when I1 became a
young man I1 went further west to new
mexico and aided in its development I1
lived for years in the and then
having made some money in new mexi-
co washington and new york I1 found
what I1 regarded a great opening for me
and my boys in the development oiof
west virginia the state is you know
in many parts as wild as the west I1
have my four boys here they are
learning how to do business even while
going through college and they can live
here away from cities and make men of
themselves

you ask something about tymy
wealth senator elkins went on 1I
began life as a poor boy with nothing
but my college education I1 have made
what I1 have without aid from any source
I1 know I1 am set down as a man of large
wealth this is not so I1 am comfort-
able and have an organized and promis-
ing business to leave my children I1 am
not a rich man jain the sense of the rich
new yorkers but we have a great
property here in prospect and a chancechaale
to do something we have altogether
about acres of coal and timber
land and we are rapidly building up a
population along the lines of our rail-
road we will probably extend our
lines east and put in a branch south to
connect with the chesapeake and ohio
we are now sending our coal and coke
to the west to the atlantic seaboard andanc
to mexico and our supply is practically
inexhaustible when we came into this
reregionon wwithith the road the most of it waswpwildernessldeess it now contains tens of0
thousands of people and it is just on
the edge of its development west
virginia is one of the richest statesstales inin
the union and I1 think it has a great
future

HIS OWN CAMPAIGN

howflow did you become interested in
politics here I1 asked

1JI haveaade always been less in
teres id national politics replied
senator elkins and aaa soon as I1 decid-
ed to settle inthisin this state I1 resolved to do
what I1 could to make it republican I1
had had some experience as to what or-
ganization will do in a campaign I1
made a study of the state and did what
I1 could to carry it

how about money was much
I1 I1spent

no none except to secure thorough
organization and get out the vote I1 do
not believe inin spending much money in
ccampaignsa

rigiais it iss corrupting and should
be discouragedr ged the great thing in a
campaign is getting the voters to the
polls thousands otof men are indifferent
and some ateaie decrepit the partyparly which
gets out its own vote in anything like a
close stateslate is the party which wins and
that was the condition here toethe
democrats had no idea we would elect
anything senator camden told weme we
might carry the state but up to the last
he laughed at the idea of our electing
the legislature I1 thought at that time
that we would have three majority on
joint ballot when the returns came inin
we had twenty nine majority in the
legislature and west virginia was a re-
publican state by majority in
addition to our perfect organization the
new northern element which was come
in on account of the lumber and coal in-
terests helped us and I1 believe that we
will make the state permanently repub-
lican

THE UNIVERSAL NOW

senatorr you have been a very suc
man you started life poor and

you have yourself made a great fortune
I1 want to ask you if you think the chan-
ces are as good torfor money making today
as they were when you began

of course they are replied senator
elkins the universal and everlasting
now is full of opportunities it fairly
bristles with them the world is just
on the edge of its development take
the matter of electricity it promises
to change everything under the
its possibilities are inestimable this
country now has people it
will support and until it
grows to that there will be innumerable
opportunities and unlimited possibilities
for fortunes and fortune making

how about the times has pros-
perity come to stay

that is a questionqbeldon replied senator
elkins wwhichh I1 amm not able to answer
As to ultimate prosperity there is no
doubt As to an immediate change I1
do not kaow this may be merely a
spurt or it may be a steady race torfor
the better I1 fear however that we
have before us an era of lower profits
and lower wages and I1 doubt whether
there will be permanent prosperity until
alterafter the next presidential election
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the road to pay tois debt
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