Jehovah, for else we lose weight
of the great object in view, of which
wesometimes obtain a glimpee through
the revelations of the Holy Splrit. We
rometimes have fears ‘regarding ouar-
selves, or regarding our frienda or eveu
regarding the Church, but when our
minds are lifted up by the Holy Bpirit,
and we reflect upon the power and in-
fluence ot the holy Priesthood; and
recognize, above sall, that we have
gniding the affairs of the earth, our
Fatherin heaven,there can be no doubt
in regard to the ultimate result of the
work of God. Nothing can be d e
againat this work, which will not tend
to its furthérance.

investigation shows Lhat there is
ahundant evidence of the marvelous
eflacta which the - principles of {he
Gospel are produclng among men. All
who examine this matter must ae-
know!edge that the views held hy the
Latter-day Haints are conatantly galp-
ing ground in the religious denomina-
tions of the world, It is only a short
period of time since the greater part of
men looked upon death as u determin-
ing factar in the future of men. It
was held that it was an unchangeable,
unaiterable decree passed upon him,
senling forever his doom, and what-
ever might be the decree, it was final.
The heathen who paesed heyond the
veil was doomed to mierery, there to
dwe!l for ever. That was the accepted
doetrine of of the Christian -world.
Apd pot only that, but in many
creeds, it was stated that unbaptized
ohildren who died as infants were re-
Jjected by God and passed to an abode
of misery, with their doom eternally
sealed. But when the truth waa re-
verled to Joseph Bmith, he wasable to
enunciate the fact that the merey of
Gol endareth forever and that there ia
a phance, even beyond thielife, to be
saved, This came asa flash of light in
the midst of gloom. BRut {t was re-
jected by thedivines of the age as the
doctrice of the devil. Yet today we
find the remarkable fact that this very
doctrine ie by a leading denomination
discassed in their conventions, and the
tendency Ia towards the more Gou-like
idea.

Then thete {8 a greater Jesire
among men to religiopsly “live and
let live.?” It isnevident thattne thumb
screw of the former ages for religlous
purposes s a thing of the pust. The
world is begioning to entertain a
broader conception of human exist-
ence,

hot esty of the Baints is already being
recognized by men of the world. It is
conceded thal they as a people have
the courage to stand by their convic.
tions. This will eventually give us an
influence aniong men fur good.

We recognize that without the guld-

|ance of our Father in heaven we can

accomplish nothing. Man is bul weak.
But by keeping His commandments
and the covenants we have made
with Him, we will be able to keep
pace with the progresaof the onward
work in which we are engaged. And
we shall in the end be victorious. There
must come & final triumph when the
knowledyge of the Lord shall permeate
the whole earth, regenerate the human
fumily, release the earth from the curse
and place man in a position to glorify
his Maker,

The choir eang the anthem, “Halle-
lujah.’’

Benediction was

prongunced by
Elder B. H. Roberte,

—-—

CONDITION IN RUSSEA.

LoxDpuN, Jan, 6.—Advices from St
Petersburg ahow that the Czar i either
wilfully blind to the eituation of ailairs
in hie empire or the true condition of
the peasants is kept from him. He has
heretotore stated that no widespread
famipe exists apd that the suftering of
the puor was dueentirely to the partial
failure of the crops, which the governu-
ment finde no trouble in making up
from the stocks in the provinces where
the crops were not affected. The
lategt instance of his opinion on the

subject was at the recenl review
of the Lemoufleky regiment,
The officers of the regiment,

_moved by the stories of destitution,
started a subscription for the relief of
the sufferere. It was necessary to get
the Czar's sauction for the distribution
of the mopey thus realized, and the
colonel, ¢n the occaslon of the review,
Degyed the Czar togive his permission.
Before the colonel could finish his ap-
pesl he was luterrupted by the Czar,
w ho angrily exclaimed: “*There are no
starving: people in the empire. Their
only suflering is Jue to a bad harvest.
The rueasures taken by the government
will preser ve them from (amine.’?
Chagrined at the abrupt refusal, the
colonel retired and reported the resul$
of the interview to his feliow efficers.
The remiirks made by the Czar have

Men enlarge their views apd | peep keenly discussed in army society.

come oul of their narrow and con- | There is no doubt that the efforts by
trneted ldeas. The Saints sbould not | gertain government officials to relfave

lpse thelr place In this onward march. | (e ‘listress would be more productive
Joseph Smith stood in the van of hl-}

manity in regard to this, and it be-
hooves the Baints to follow in bis foot-
ateps and not become so attached to any
one jdea they may have in their minus
that they cannot accept A broader idea
if presented to them. If truth is given
to us,no matter hy whom,we are bound
to accept it, since we cialm to stand on
n higher religious ground than our
fellow-men.

The great leader of the latter-day
work, when it had been mnde clear to
him that he would have toseal his
testimony with his lfe, did so willing-
ly. This was the apirit of the work in
which he wne engaged, and should
ever he sgo, ILisby ourliving faithful
that the world will be led to acknowl-
odge the divipity of this work. The

of rerults were it pot for the uishoneaty
of other effigials. ITmmense rumsa
have heep sent Lo the famine commit-
tee, but as yet pno one outside the com-
mittee has any Jdefinite knowledge of
the beneflts conferred by the commit-
Lee.

A recent dizpateh from B8t Peters-
bury atated that a committee of Lhe
Moscow Red Crosa club, which has
undertaken the distribution of private
bounty amonz the famine-astricken
provinces, hag discovered a defalcation
amounting to 120,000 roubles.

Large numbers of peassnts are arriv-
ing in 8t. Petersburg. They have no
means of subsistence apd meny on
arrival are in a starving condition.
They come liere boyed u gby the hope
thatin this city they will be able to
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find employmeut. It e hardly necea-
aary to say that their hopea are oot
realized. To prevent them starving to
death the prefects of police are blileting
the peasants on wealthy bhouseholders.
A number of the householders are
obliged to lodge aud teed as mauy aa
ten sufferers. A correspondent who
accompanied the government lospec-
tors on their rounds in the famined

distéicts of Toula, writes that many
buts were .packed with (fumliiles,
the members of which tried to

keep wnrm by erowding together, Dn-
clad women aud children of three
generatione slept huddled togetheron
the same benches above the stoves,
The barps and outhouses were de-
atroyed for fuei. The ipleriors of the
buts were without light, bare of furni-
ture and permeated by Intclerable
stench. The people in must homes
have been three days without food.

Iu several cases unprotected children
‘were discovered starving, deserted by
their parents. In #ome 1nstances
beards of food were found which would
be sufficient for weeks. The corree-
pondent adds: ¢Bome peasanls are
wettlng a living by bepglog, others
hitberto self-supporting are now starv-
ing. Most of the ruffurers nide what-
eversiotes they secure. The peasanta
affect the moat extreme seif-abasement
hafore the gentry, but reslly feel an
intense hatred for the class aud are ripe
for revolt. :

SOUTHLAND GLEANINGS.

‘The Bouthern States, irrespeclive of
the negro, bave long been noted as the
land of beauty aud chivalry. The
hospitality of the people has, also, heen
& fruitful theme; and though the Bcuth
may possibly be less ostentatious now
thanp in the past, its pralses are prob-
ably, as much deserved touay as they
ever were. You will, at least, find the
same courtly manper blended with the
warm-hearted welcome, so Oharming
and fascinating, in the planter of to-
ifay as was discovered in him of ante-
bellum fame.

Of eourse, the great plantations of
slavery times nre almost an im {-
bility now, and most ofthe Jarge hold-
ingh are dissected andd partly leased, in
frequent cases, to former slaves, Bufb
still the auperiority ot the white man is
Instinctively recognized aud acknowl-
edged and, lu this sense, the modern
plapter ia none the less an autocrat,
though, as a rule, a kindly one and on
a amaller acale, than with hia horde of
slnves he-ever was. |

The gulf which nature has left un-
bridged betwesn the two races is as
wide asit ever has been, and it doea
pot seem to grow less. In several
States the railroad companies are re-
quired to furnish separate compart-
ments ip their coaches for the blacks,
and no negro dare enter those of the
whitea swithout danger of ejection.
Even in the chorches uof the gentle
people, the colored man has his place
denoted—generaliy in the galleries—
and on all occasions when poesible, he
ja reminded—if ever he forgets it—of
his position by some subtle, unspoken
language that he respects, and 8o auto-
matically keepe it. Thus it would
seem that the disparity of the colored
race s belng emphagized rather than
swallowed down.

Atthis time of the year the negro



