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an if it were perfect, or which huilds
concluslone upon theories which have
yet to be proved. He churacterizes his
former poeition &8s & youlhiluj folly
anu poi: 18 cut thal fifteen vears ago
there was pomelhiog to he said
on bebhulf of the pew teaobing,
which cenccl be sald for it any
any Jooger. Then orientsl ared go-
logy wae #till struggling to fiod e
pato In the uvarkness, bul now dlse-
ooveries have heen made that furnlsb
the mosl orushlog replies to the dog-
man of lhe higher critice. Hehrew
history and literature bo longer stand
alune. Arotmedlogy enshles ue to 1esl
tbe historical statements of the Pen-
tateuch nnd to onthpire the documen te
conlsined io it with those of other
oriental uations, and the reeult is that
the Oly Testament Je vindicated. He
copcludes that the Pentsteuch fs sub-
stantinlly tne work of theautvor whoee
name iLheare,

It 18 well known Lhat ‘‘higher
aritics’’ adduce ugalnet this conclusion
argumenis founded on the language ot
tbe booke of Mower, T'v1his Proleasor
Bayce replies ae follows:

There is one tremendous fact to which
the “higher crilics' n'this couotry reso-
lulely close their eyes, but which ought
1o he more than suffloient (0 weigh down
all the lists of wourds and idioms that
were ever marshaled togetber. Agalnst
the evidence of the llsts is the evidence
of the doctrine and tradition of the Chris-
tian ghureh throughout the eightesn con-
turies of its exislence. The enme method
and arguments which have made of the
Pentatench a Jaler snd untrustworthy
compilaiiop, whose divine origin and
obarnctéer are dimcernible only to the
critios tbhemselves, would, it applied 10

the Gospsln, end Jn the same re-
sultas, In lhis  country, It is
true, our eritienl frionds have

hiiberto kept thelr faces sreadily averted
from the New Testament, hut the
Protesiaut oritos of the continont have
been lexs timid or prudent, and the way
along which they should waliz bhas long
been poinied ont 10 them by the Tubin-
gen schonl, And even il we contine our-
s6lves 10 the Penialench, the conwse-
queoces of the ‘oritical’’ position are
serious spough. IL ia not only Llhal the
concepticn of the Mosaic law which lieu
at the back oF our own religion, which
wus assumed by our Lord and His
Aposties, and which bas heen hbeld ever
wince by the Chriastian church, is awal-
lowed up In chaotic darkness; we are
turced 10 asslgn the origin of the beliel
io the divine tnessage and supernatural
authorit of the Law 10 snccessfal
fraud. {know we ale told (hat what
wonld be fraud 0o modern Europe was
not iraud in ancient lsrael, and that with
an improvement in manners and educa-
tion hes come an iMprovement in
morala. But the question is not
about anclent Israel aod its ldeas of mar-
aluy, but abont the immutable God,
voder whose inspiration, if we are to
follow the teachiog of Christ and Chris-
tianity, the Law wae given to Israel, The
“higher critica’ never eseem to me to
realize thaltheir conclusions are opposed
10 1he greatl practicsl fact of the gxlstence
of traditional Christianity, and that
against this fact they have nothing to set
except the lingnistic apecalations of a
few individual echolsrs, 1t is not Atha-
nasins against the world, hut Nesioriua
against the ohurch, Ou the one side we
have a hody of dootrine whioh has
been the support in lile and
the refuge in deulth of milllons of
men of al) nationslities and grades of
mind, whieh has heen witnessed to by
Saints and martyrs, which has con-
gneredl first the Roman empire and then

the barbarfuns who destroyed it, and
which has hrought a message 0! peace
and good-wiil to suffering bumanity.
On Lthe other side there fs u handinl of
oritics, with thelr list of words aud poly-
chromatic Bibles. And yet the *higher
eriticism* has never vaved any souls of
healed any bodies.

It Is imposaibie to follow this reanon-
ing without Jeeling the truth of it.
True religion, in apy inetance, wiil
eland Lhe test of the solentifio crucl-
ble, It 18 mo with the priociples
taught nnclently, apnd it {8 the same
with the principles revealad in thie
dispensation. ‘Their ultimate vindi-
catlon and victory are assured in Lhe
fact that thoy ure true.

LOUKING FOR WAR.

The latest dispatches from liondon
are to ibhe eflect thut a feellng of an-
certainly and depression is prevailing
in England, owing to the politioal eit-
uallon. It is becoming evident that
Ruesla, notwithetanding the cfficlsl
denial in 8t. Petersharg, has secured

concessions of China s@pposed lo he
prejudicial to British interests 1o Aeiu,
udd Ruesia’s warships now ale ace
iusily anchored off Port Artour, 10
spite of the protlests ralsed in KEog-

lund against il. Then tuve situ-
atlon o Asia Minor 15 aseuming s
grave aspect. ‘Fhe losurreciionury

movement is growing, and therfe is no
numediale pruspect of pesce snd tran-
quiiity within the sultan’s domain,

At pressnt Bogland is but little pre-
pared Lo enforce Any of her demands
up.n her troublesome neighbore. The
British empire eucompasses the gloos,
vut it s doubtiul whelber the varjous
tuleresls  could reslly be united
14 a  struggle lor the -
premacyY of t(he mother counlry
In suy one particular reglon. As
long us Grest Britain can msiniriu
peace she 18 likely 10 heep at the heau
vl Kurope 10 ocimmeroinl ant otber
peaceful euterprises, vut Apart from
«nu1, the Britlen Jion nowhere Inspires
great awe, QCeortaln it ie that Turkey
in Very restive and would probably llke
L0 sever her copnectiop with British
byndhoiders, while Chipa 18 openly
drawing near to Rusus, France ls
conslantly vpersting io Egypt agmiust
Britlsh juterests, and Japan,too, svems
(o havediacovered that ber iuture de-
vends onher relations with the United
Biates And Russia. Uoder the sircum-
stances Engiand would have to fight
ael own batties, The Bt. James
azeste thinks the aituation Is suob
that there ip no time ‘1o lose in geiling
the naval and milltary armaments in »
oumplete atale of effiolency, and this
leeling veems to he general. It wili be
#if matler of cungraitlation if war
cAD be uverled mnou longer,

HOMESTEAD AND DESERT ENTRY.

SaLT LAKE CI1ty,
November 4, 1895,
To the Editor: -

Please answer tho following query and
grently obliyze seversl subacribers to your
valuable paper: If a person lakes up
land wmnder the homesiead act, does he
larteit bia right to the desert g, Or ia !.19

still nllowed, if he ao desires, to take np
more iaud under the desert aol?
Yours respectfully,
HoMESTEADER.

A pereon’a action under the home-
alend Inw does not snflect or interfere
with his rights under the desert land
act,

THE SIBERIAN RAILROAD,

The work now going on in Asia—the
consifuction of a railroad line aoroes
the immense steppes of Bineria—ls one

of the greatest importaoce. In the
first piace, it will exceed in length any
railroad on the gtobe hy over (wo
thonrand mlles, the entire length be-
iog 4,086 miles (rom Tcheliabinsk In
the Ural wmonntaine to Viadivostock
on the cyspt of the sesn of Japan. Be-
fore the close of this yesr, the road
w11l he open«d ne 1ar as the river Ubj,
and the government is pushing the
work with au energy lhal promises lo
have It finished jong befole the Lime
set for its completion. It je carried on
allently and without ostentation, bat
jt fanone the less one of the greatest
undertskings of the cenlury.

The wolk was begun b 1881 aimul-
tanegurly at the two extremities of the
ilne, It will te asiogle track road
with the prohabiiity of the necessity of
doubling it in a oot dJdistapt fuiure,
The cost 1s estimated &t ahout $185,~
000,000, and the government defrays
sll the expenpser.

Coocerning the motives that decid«
ed the Russian rulere to ubpdertake
this gigantic work La Nature points
out that they were partly poiitical and
partly economical, In former ware, it
has been demonstrated that Ruesia
suflered on acoount of ber luck of rall-
roade, With betler tactlilies of com-
munication, she would probahiy have
been ahle to raise the blockade of Buhae-
topol in the Crimean wai. Andinthe
same way, Lhe destruction of Rusalan
arsenals in Kamtechatka by European
fieels proved the necessity of modern
lines of communication with the eust-
ern Asiatic ceast, And this need has
only been emphasized hy the recent no-
currences there. The confliet belween
Chins and Japan may hlaze up again,
snd in thst event the Trane-Biberlan
road wil] enable Rusela to play » morse
important part then hitherto,

But apart from this, the land trave
ersed hy tho road is wealthy in re-
sources heyond calouistion. In lhe
touth the couplry can be ma'e to pro-
duce cereals enough tosupply the mar=
kel of the worid. Farther porth the
jmmense foresls ¢an he ueed for timber
and will be, as acon an transporlation
taoilities are suppiled, Metaliic depore=
ita are distributed nll over Biberis.
Iron, Jead, eiiver, oupper, platinum
and gold are found in sbuudspoce, ae la
aleo coal. It1s therelore evldent that
the road noder construction will be of
tmmenese heneflt to the Russlan Bmﬁlre.
By it the commerce of tue (ar Hast
will be trapsformed, Biheria wjll be
peoplet,the gurrent of immigration for
years o come heing likely Lo tuln Lhat
way. Rueelan statesmen are well
aware of the jmpottance of thi< rail-
rosd, And the government will there-
fore see to it that ft 18 rapidly complet-
«d and opened for traffio.

A suggesllon bas been made thet the
Unolted Biates railrosd svstem he ex-



