(=2
_PIONEER

R 0]
esSTABLISHEp ¢

————

NoO. 13,

SALT LAKE

HIDDEN SWEETS.

Noy €very threatening eloud brings rain,
OF every gloomy prospect pain.
L when we think Lho storm s near,
Be elouds rol back andg disappear.

Atrosy ity sky dark clouds are tossed,
"doft our fondest hopes scem lost;
heq tenderly an nnseen power
TAws back the pall and gllds the hoar.

And sg, cach pang the spirit fecls
Th!:tc bldden sweet, heneath, concenla
W Will miss if we but gaze

PO Lhg dnrkest side ulwaye.

I:““Euth the mountains bare and cold,

B"lﬂ hidden priscless stores of gold;
Wi thore who reseh the weallth are thay
12 dig the cumbrous carth away.

Tz;" I8 for thee, oh weury heart,
nla:glh the bitter draught, n part
by td, whoso sweet ahnll loave
™ for al| {he wornds thut grieve,
Mus, N. A. MonNrORT.

DISCOURSES
Delivereq by Presidesit Wilford Wood-
"W and Apostie George Q. Can-
non, at g Priesthood Mecting, hetd

in Provo, Sunday Evening, March
8rd, 1839,

REFORTED By ARTHUR WINTIR.

Apontle George @. Chunon.
%K‘:bl]mdy of men sueh as have as-
the PB'J here this evening, holding
. Fiesthood of the Son of Gud, if
Were unmited in all their
hta and feelings and actions,
) be an irresistible power upon
Pmlr:]arth’ because there are grent
the H"’“ﬁ made to those who bear
mvﬂlnﬂy Priesthood. In one of the

ous which the Lotd gave to

abogt l;'fl’]l)hf-!t Joseph, in speaking
¢ rensons why the Eiders

have more power, and why

t'hﬁug
Woul

dig Dot
they gy

be
hO]d t!he Lon] as He ia, He said

bl:; :y \'Vere not sufficivntly hum-
fes; thy“el‘e troubled with jealous:
fbﬁtion:y bad too many imper-
. of charneter, to have theso
. 28 bestow e upon them. Ttis
“rkuble fact—probably familiar

4 vot have the vall rent and |
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to many who are here—that there is
danger of people having blessings
bestowed upon them beyond thei:
capacity to bear them; that is, if
they ate not suftleiently humble and
perfect, and il great blessings are
bestowed upon themn they might,
instead of proving benefieinl. be an
injury to them, Therefore, the Lord
does not bestow wpon those whom
He loves blessings for which they
are unprepared and whieh would
cnuse thelrr overthrow; but metes
out His favors suited to their con-
dition. I belleve that If angels were
to minjister unto some men-—prob-
ably the great bulk of men—it would
prove their overthrow, for the teason
that they are not fitted to receive
those blessings. How often has it
becn the case in branches of the
Church that men and women who
have received the gifts of the Bpirit
have been almost overthrown be-
cause of the poodness of God to
them! They were lifted up In pride
|and considered themselves favorites
of heaven, and superior to others
who were not so highly gifted. The
result in some cases hns been apos-
taay.

It might have been thought thata
man like Oliver Cowdery, who had,
in company with the Prophet
Joseph, been ministered unto by
Johp the Baptist, and by Peter,
James and John, and Moses and
Elijnh, and who had beheld the Son
of God Himself, would never have
apostatized, never lost the faith) but
it is a inmentable fact that he left
the Chureh and beeame a castawny,
though before he died he was again
baptized and received the Melehise-
dec Priesthcod. This shows that it
is not yifts, it is not the abundance
of biessings nnd manifustations that
will save men; they must be saved
by their own conduct, added to the
grace of God—the salvation and the
atonement which Jesus has provid-
ed. Oliver Cowdery attained to a
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great height. He wns the second
Elder in the Chureh of Christ. But
he fell; and how great was the falll
He fell to a depth that he could not
possibly have reached, had It not
boen for the gifts he had recefved—
the favors that heaven had bestowed
upon him.

8o it i8 with us. The greater the
blessings that we receive, the greator
isour danger and the greater should
be our humility. The more favor
we receive from heaven, the mote
wo should be humble before the
Lord and Defore out brethren; not
be lifted up, not be: filled with pride,
not imagining that because the Lord
has blessed us in some peculiar way,
we are especinl favorites of henven,
Buch a feeling is destructive to who-
ever indulges in it

The Lord, in speaking to Moront,
who deplored his own weakness and
expressed the fear that the Gentilea
would moek nat his words becanse of
their weakness, snid to him: ““If men
will come unto me, T will show unto
them their weaknesses,” Then He
makes another peculiar remark. He
says that He gives men weaknesses
in order that they may be humble.
And il we go to the Lord and seek
unto Him to show us our faultaand
our imperfections, the sight of our
own charncters, in the light of the
Holy Bpirit, will cause us to shrink
before the presence of our Lord and
feel that we are as the dust of the
earth. Imstead of feellng proud
and lifted up, and that we are bets
ter than our neighbors or our breth-
ren, the opposite feeling will take
possession of us, and we will feel
thnt we are utterly unworthy of
the govodness aud blessings which
God has bestowed upon us. This
is the spirit which every servant of
God should have. If he doea not
have it, he is not in the path of
blesalng; because, as I have snid,
It the Lord loves him, He will not
bless him beyond that which he is



