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GENERAL conference
timTHE fifty ninth annual con-

ference of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints will
commence at la10 on satur-
day coming april ath 1889 in
the tabernacle in salt lake city

thete officers and members of the
church are cordially invited to

attend
WILFORD WOODRUFF

in behalf of the twelve apostles

RELIGION AND MORALITY

THE terms religion and morality
are frequently used by skeptics as
different andaad even opposite terms
they argue that there is no neces-
sary connection between religion
and moralsmorale and point to the sup-
posed fact that there are many very
religious persons who are extremely
immoral

this comes from an improper con-
ception and application of the word
reldonreHgion the error is not special to
skeptics professedly pious people
areasare as much addicted to it asaltheythey
religion is regarded as something
merely sentimental or emotional
the practical in life is treated as
belonging to another sphere faith
praise adoration devotion exalta-
tion of feeling mental or spiritual
ecstacy or depression are deemed
religions and acts and doings ex
capt as expressions of such sensa-
tions are not classed in the same
category

but properly speakspeakingingy religion
covers much broader ground it
enters the domain of human action
and influences every faculty of be-
ing it therefore affects every de-
partmentpartment of present existence it
relates not only to the spiritual
world and future liftafe but to this
mortal sphere and the things of to-
day it means the duty of man to
his maker it implies a system
that regulates conduct it incleincludesdes
faith and works anything less

than this is not religion but rhap-
sody

religion begins with faith in god
no faith no religion faith must
abide and continue or religion will
depart but faith alone as a men-
tal or spiritual emotion is not relig-
ion one must believe in god or he
will not worship or pray or seek for
divine guidance or do anything in
a religious spirit but to be trutytruly
religious he must be dutiful
to the being in whom he
believes duty to god means obedi-
ence to his commands and these
aream all moral in their nature and
effectedeffectia thus there is no religionioa
without morality there is no sys-
tem or pretended system of re-
ligion in the world that does not in
elude as a part of itself moral pre-
cepts and moral requirements
therefore if a man is not moral he
Is not religious the more immoralinimork
he Is1 the lesslem religious he is it
does not matter how much hebe may
ensnuffletiffie prayers or sing psalms or
glow with ecaecstacytacy or beam with
pious unction he is irreligious
extent of his immorality

gods commandments or if it will
please the skeptics better what pur-
port to be gods commandments re-
late not only to the worship of the
divine being but to the acts of his
creatures as intelligent and aeac-
countable persons and these com-
prehend humanity in the aggregate
as well as its individual particles
therefore religion includes the
duties of man to his fellows and his
acts to his neighbor and Inereine rearfr
ence to society

allAH those moral precepts in the
sermon on the mount are religious
principles they artare part of toethe
religion of christ so were the
moral restrictions of the mosaic
code part of the religion revealed to
the hebrews there is more spirit-
uality in the advanced religion of
jewsjesus than in the preparatory re-
ligion of moses but they are
equally practical and both are as-
senti

es-
sentiallysenti ally moral

religion forbids murder lust
robbery lying oppression cove-
tousnesstous ness inebriety the violation of
individual and social rights and
every species of injustice audand hebe
who is bloodthirsty unchaste dis-
honest false tyrannical brutal or
intemperate Is16 irreligious to the ex
tent of hs of the religiouslous
rules against those evilsevil no matter
how long or eloquently he may
preach or how solemn or sweet may
be hisbla manner or his language perfor

actions speak louder than words w

and deeds are mightier than pwpro

fessiotislons handsome is that hand-
some does and he only is religious
who does religious deeds

therhe spiritual gymnastics per-
formed at revivals and the men-
tal inebriety ofso called conversions
are no more religion than are phys-
ical acrobatic exhibitions and ma-
terial intoxication religious
thought religious sentiment anatant
religious feeling are only the gerngerms 4

they are not the flower of religion
noise shouting exclamations and
extravagant gestures are but ebush
eions of excitement that sometimes
borders on insanity and are not to
be classed under the name of relig-
ion of the expression of which they
are only grotesque caricatures

true religion regulates the whole
life of man it is manifest in hlbig
deeds it affects him as an indi-
vidual as a son a husband a father
a member of society a living atom
in the great body politic it imbuesimbued
him with the spirit of true morality
and prompts him to acts of moltmoral
excellence

there are skeptics no doubt who i
regulate their lives by moral prin-
ciples and they imagine that they
do this independent of vinyanythingthing
that may be called religious butbat
in this they are mistaken the very
principles they regard as only moral
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have come to them from some re-
ligious system ancient or modern
it does not mattermather whether they call

that religion human superstition or

the product of human imagination
whether they deny or admit its pur-
ported supernaturalathral origin the
fact remains that the principles
which make uup wwhathat is recognizedzed
as morality and which unbelieversbelieversun
speak of as separate from religion
are and have been elements of re-
ligion and have sprung from it antand
so they are indebted to religion for lip

all their take any moral
principle which is admired by the
cultured mind or practiced by civil
ivediced beings and its introduction to

the world and iterhe influence UPupon
conduct may be traced to a religious
source

awland if religion were destroyed
how much morality would remain
take away from mankind the be-
lief or supposition or dread of a9
power which is above all and 60

whom anall will be accountable andaffeld

how many people would there be
in this imperfect world who would
live moral atves or rise above the
levelofflevel of sheer selfishness and gross

religionBe ligion works in two direction
it encourages and restrains DI1
prompts and aidsaide elevation of0


