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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

TugE Fifty-ninth Annual Con-
fercnce of' the Church of Jesus
Chriat of [Latter-day Saints will
commence at 10 o’clock on Batur-
day morning, April 6th, 1889, in
the Tabernacle, in Salt Lake City.

The officers and members of the
Church are cordially invited to

attend,
WILFORD WOODRUFY,

In behalf of the Twelve Apostles,

RELIGION AND MORALITY.

THE terms relipion and morality
are frequently used by skeptles as
Jifferent and even opposite terms,
They argue that there is “‘no neces-
sary connection between religion
and mornlg,”* and polnt to the sup-
posed fact that there are many very
religious persons who are extremely
immoral.

This comes from an improper con-
copltion and application of the word
religion. The errqr is not special to
skeptics. Professodly pious people
are a8 much addicted to it as they.
Religion is regarded as something
merely svntimentnl or emotional.
The practical in Life is treated ns
belonging to another sphere.  Faith,
pralse, adoration, devotion, exalta-
tion of feeling, mental or spiritual
cestacy or depression, are deemed
religions, and acts and doingm, ex-
ot a8 expressions of sueh sensd-
tions, nre not classed in the same
category.

But, properly speaking, religion
covers much broader ground. It
enters the domain of human action
and influences every faculty of be-
ing. Tt therefore affects every de-
partment of present existence. It
relntes not only to the aplritual
world and future life, but to this
mortal sphere and the things of to-
day. It meansthe duty of man to
his Maker. It implien a system
that regulates conduct. It includes
faith and works. Anything lees
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than this is not religion but rhap-
sody.

Religion begins with faith in God.
No faith, no religion. Faith must
abide and continue or religlon wiil

.| depart. But faith alone, as n men-

tal or spirituxz] emotion, i8 not relig-
ion. One must believe in God or he
will not worrhip or pray, or seek for
Divine guidance or do anything in

a religious spirit. But to be truly
religlous he muet be dutiful
to the Being in whom he

belleves. Duty to God means obedi-
ence to His commands, and theee
nre all moral in their nature and
effeets. Thus there I8 no religion
without morallty, There is no sys-
tem, or pretended system, of re-
ligion in the world that does not in-
clude, as n part of itself, moral pre-
cepts and moral requirements.
Therefore if & man iz not moral he
18 not religious. The more immoral
he is, the less religious he is. It
does not matter how much he may
snuffle prayers, or sing psnlms, or
glow with ecstacy, or beam with
plous unction, he is irreligious to the
extent of his immorality.

God’s commandments or, it 1t will
please the skeptics better, what pur-
port to be God’s commnandments, re-
Iate not only to the worship of the
Divine Being but to the acta of His
crentures as intelligent and ac-
countuble persons. And these com-
prehend humanity in the aggregate
a8 well as ita individual particles.
Therefore, religion Includes the
duties of man to hig fellows, and his
acta to his “neighbor’! and ine refr-
ence to soclety.

All those moral precepts in the
Sermon on the Mount are religious
principles. They are part of the
religion of Christ. Bo were the
moral restrictions of the Mosaic
code part of the religion revealed to
the Hebrews. There is more spirit-
uality in the advanced religion of
Jesus than in the preparatory re-
ligion of Moses. But they nare
equally practica)l and both are es-
sentially moral.

Religion ferbids mwurder, Just,
robbery, lying, oppression, cove-
fousness, inebriety, the viclation of
individual and socinl rights and
every species of injustice. And he
who is bloodthirsty, unchaste, dis-
honest, false, tyrannical, brutal or
intemperate is irreligious to the ex-
tent of his infroetion of the religious
rules ngainst those evils, no matter
how long or eloquently he may
preach, or how rolemn or sweet may
be hia manner or his language. For
“‘actions spenk louder than words, *?
and deede are mightier than pro-

fersions.  ‘“Handsome is that hand-
some does,” and he only is religious
who does religious deeds.

‘The spiritual. gymnasties per-
formed at **revivals,’’ and the men-
tal inebriety of so-ealled conversions,
are no more religion than are phys
lenl acrobatic exhibitions and mn-
terial intoxication. Religious
thought, religious sentiment, and
religlous feeling nre only the germs,
they are not the flower of religion.
Noise, shouting, ¢xelamations and
extrnvagnnt gestures are but ebulli-
tlons of excitement that sometimes
borders on insanity, nnd are net to
be elassed under the name of relig-
ion, of the expression of which they
are only grotesque caricatures.

True religlon regulates the whole
life of man. Tt 18 manifest in his
deeds. It affects him as an indi-
vidual, a8 1 sen, a hushand, n father,
n member of society, a living atom
in the great body pelitic. It imbues
him witll the gpirit of true morality
and prompts him to acts of morsl
excellence.,

There nro skeptics, no doubt, whe
regulate their lives by moral prin-
ciples; and they Imnagine that they
do this independeut of anything
that may be calied religious. But
in this they are mistaken. The very
principles they regard as only moral
have come to them from some re-
ligious syetem, ancient or modern.
It does not matter whether they enll
that religion human superstition of
the product of human imagination,
whether they deuy or admit its pur-
ported supernatural origin. The
fnct remaina that the principles
which mnke up what is recognized
as morality, and which unbelievers
speak of as separate from religion,
are and have been elements of re-
ligion and have sprung from it, and
so they are indebted to religion for
nll their morality. Tnke any moral
principle which is admired by the
cultured mind or practiced by civil-
fzed beings, and its introduction to
the world and its influence upon
conduct may be traced to a religious
source,

And if religiou were destroyed,
how much morality would remain?
Take away from mankind the be-
lief, or supposition, or dreand of 2
Power which is above all, and to
Whom all will be accountable, and
how many pecple would there be,
in this imperfect world, who would
live mora) lives or rise above the
level of sheer solfishness and gross
individuallsm?

Religion works in two directions.
It encournges and restrains. It
prompts and nids elevation of



