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editorials
THE MURDER OF SECRETARY

ra
BABBITT

avevveVE have received the following ex
tracts from thetho crescentcrescent city iowa
oracle and publish them in the
NEWS by request of mr J E john-
son who clipped them from back
numbers of that paper as they con
taintarn authentic information concern-
ing the killing of alma W babbitt
about whose death so many false-
hoods havehavo been told by antiantl cmormor

f mons 11 those stories have been
given now prominence by the resur-
rection of the dead and buriedburled per
juries of levy abraham nilasalias leaztaz
in the first clipping is an editorial
which appeared in the oracle of
friday may

MURDER OF nonHON A AV BABBITT
we notice in the letter of resigna-

tion of hon W W drummond to
attorney general blackblac that he
there among other very grave
charges asserts that the hon A

anfn1 W babbitt was murdered by white
men disguised as indians by order

4 odtheof the authorities of utah in jus-
a tice to the parties thus malignedwe
i will state that we have taken much

pains to gather all the information
T possible calculated to throw light on

the death ot our relative mr bab-
bitt and the rs connected1

Z with the same and we have not aa
f shadow of doubt but that indians of
f the cheyenne nation murdered him

fc for revenge and plunder and for the
satisfaction of his friends who have
not heard the full particulars we

4 will recount them briefly
i As secretary of utah the late
5 lamented col babbitt purchased

the stationery and other necessaries
e for legislative purposes etc and at

a proper season started it fromirom flor-
ence

flor-
once across the plains with ox
teams under the charge of a mr

fhso nickols late in august with only
one attendant and in an open car-
riage mrbir babbitt left florence for
utahU tahtab upon arriving at fortfor t kearhear
ney he there found some of his
stock his wawagonsons and a portion of
chefthe 9 and one man
from ms traintram doing all that remain

J ed four of the number having been
killed three on the spot and one
uraursmrsmra wilson the next day after
capture

mr babbitt hastened to purchase
i more cattle and gathering up thet remainsof his freight started the

train again forward and wrote us
two several letters stating that he

1 would start forward himself with
twojwo attenattendantattendantsdante the day following
these are probably the last he ever
wrote

mr babbitt left the fort as had
been arranged and was never again

4i seen by white men all the emi-
gration was ahead hohe intended to
reach fort leavenworth in three
days and was making good his titimeme

t some weeks later an indian came
into a french traderstradera station with

3 a gold watch which bore the initials
i of mr babbitts name and soon

another came with a massive ring
which was alsoaiso marked as a mealweal

L ring
the indiansindiana then being charged

with the murder acknowledged
v that they had done it news was

sentbent to the fort and majmalMs whartonVbarton
immediately sent out a detachmentu inia search which found mr bab

agyg hittsbitts carriage trunk and manymalay val
bable papers but nothing of the unvA fortunate victim but a few bones

the indiansindiana then confessedconfesaged that
having been insulted and abused by
the parties in charge of the mailmallv and some of them killhilledLd by the sol-
diers a company of twelve had fal-
len upon mr babbitts ox train aaas
being the finstfirst they had met to

w avenge the wrong that they
had seenseon mrsir babbitt arrive at

1 the fort and knewknow him he having
croscrosseded the plains nearly 20 times
and ahatthat he was a big man and by

j killing himhira they might get plunder
and revenge at the same time they
had gone on ahead and lay in wait
when he passed they followed him
at a distance until he had stopped
the second day in the afternoon
then they rode down upon him
yelling and screaming mr BE

jf shouted at them and motioned them
to stop and pointed his pistol at

OZ them but they passed on and he
U llredfired at them

frank rowland a young man acne
ae companyingcompanying him stood with his
s arms by his side until shot down

the other man ran away in some
v willows the colonel fought like a
1j tiger fired all hlahia arms then

1 clubbed his rifle and fought the
whole twelve savages disputing
every inch as hohe slowly backed UupI1

i to hisbis carriage for protection behind

he had seriously wounded several
when one more cowardly than thetho
others jumped up into the wagon
and wathwith a a brave
and noblemannoblenobie man

1 major wharton stilltill hahassposepossessionsionslon
of the ring which he obtained of thothe
indians and somebome other valuables
and relicsrelies found on thothe spot of the
murder

mrbir a french tra jer has a
fineline gold watch which lelonged to
mr B which he plpurchasedu of the
indians together wwithth bomesome articles
of minor value

all that is known of the murder
of mr babbitt laIs obtained
through the indians Werngernthemselvesselves
who acknowledge they
the murder

it teems to be a very malicsmallelmaliciouslous
charge the ex judge is thus making
against the people of utah without
anything to justify him in doing so

the widow of tbthea late mrair babbitt
ia13 now on her return from utah to
this place upon her arrival we
shall at thothe earliest moment anang

bounce the receipt of anything
furtfurtherherber connected with hiahis mur-
der

thetho annexed is an editorial pub
dished inju the oracle of august 7
1857

ietterletteretterI FROM MRS BABBITT
the new yorkvork herald of juljuijulyy

publishes the following notice
of a letterfetter from mrs babbitt rela-
tive to thothe murder of her late bubbus

mrs juliajum annana babbitt sends us
a communication fulltuil of melancholy
interest containing the results of an
inquiry lately made by her relative
to the circumstance attending the
murder of her late husband the
letter 13 dated at cresent city iowa
at which place mrs babbitt had ar-
rived after a fatiguing andanif perilous
journey frofromm baldbale lake city thence
to fontport laramieLaramio fort kearney and

iowa at the three first
named places mrsbin babbitt had comcorn

from travelers elench
traders friendly indians and the U
S offommmeersofficers commanding the forts
their joint testimony shows that
mr babbit in company with mr
rowland and mrblk sutherland sunbunsun
eterclerhinaUt 13dun tij4 I1
ney for fort laramie about
the oth of september last and that
they verevero murdered and robbed by
a party of cheyenne indians some
of mr babbitts jewelry and other
valuables have been bincesince seen with
tilethe Indiindiansansanz mrsmra babbitt fully ac-
quits any white man of a participa-
tion in her husbands death and
repudiates the idea that he was
murdered by the mormonscormonsMormons

this we considerconsiders should be evi
dence enough of the falsity ol01 th se
charges concerning thetha killing of
mr babbitt which have been pre-
ferred by unscrupulous persons
mrs babbitt whose letter aappearsears
above died at crescent cacityty poootoctat
23 1857 aged 47 years A notice of
her decease appears in the oracle of
october 5030 in that year

legality OF SCHOOL
MEETINGS

A little knowledge is a dangerous
thing this saying iiss nowhere
more applicable than in the domain
of the lawaw A smattering of legal
lore frequently inflates the mind of
the possessor until he imagines him-
self an authority and it renders
him not only an unpleasant because
dictatorial acquaintance but also a
dangerous guide to the unsophisti-
cated who may look to him for ad

do not say this to discourage
the study of the law but rather
to urge upon those who intend to
make it their profession the neces-
sity of thoroughness

everybody should endeavor to bo
come acquainted with the laws of
his own countrycoun and especially those
local statutes andaud regu-
lations which specially affect the
community in which he resides
but no one should attempt to laycalay
down the law for the guidance of
others he is well acquainted
with the enactments bearing upon
the subject under consideration

there have beonbean somesomo disputes
recently in relation to the beatings
of the school law of this territory
and the effects upon it of the recent
act of congress known as the ed-
munds bill and somosome very foolish
notions havebave been advanced con

it the
asks some questions on this subject
which we are requested to answer
and we do so for the reason urged
by the writer that an expla-
nation willwillbebe of benefit to many
persons lain difdlfdifferentlerent parts of the
territory our correspondent jsn
school trustee inja andancl haspas

goodlood reasons ronfor making these in-
quiriesquiriesirles

lat havehate the school trustees un-
der existing laws right and power to
callaeailcall a school meeting for the pur-
pose of raising funds for school pur-
poses

ad if the pepeopleopeopo meet at the call
of the trusttrusteeses for the purpose oi01
levying on themselvesver u tax for
school purposes iais it the
voters or laIs itig thoiho taxpayers only
whether they tiedioie eillcillzenszena or not

that shall vovoteto on the raturate ptpenperr cent
ad ifit it is the taxpayers uykajy

that shall vote on the rate per cent
of a school tax does the edmunds
bill take away their right to vote

fth if a meeting be called and
conducted according to the provi-
sions of the school law and two
thirds or all of the taxpayers present
at the meeting and residing in the
dietrict vote for a tax can buchsuch tax
be legally collected accoaccordingiding to ex-
isting laws

the school trustees of any disdla
bricttriet in the territory have thuthy rightt
to call a school meeting for the pur-
pose of dalsing aboola hoolhooi funds ulder
sections four rendand five of the school
law to bobe found on page 28 laws ol01
ISSO if the meeting is called ac
cording to law the property taxtaz
dayersmyers resident in the district may
vote upon the question of a especialspecial
tax upon the taxable property in the
district for any school purposeseesbes to
an amount not exceeding twoiwo per
cent for the year it is not neces-
sary that they liebe registered
voters the property taxpayerstax payers
are the interested parties bembecausebemuseuse
their property isJS liable for the tax
whenwha assesassessedsed A registered voter
living in the district may be with-
out taxable property in tilethe district
and it woula not be Jjust to give minhim
power to vote a tax upon other peo-
plespiesples property to which he would not
bobe liable himself

the s bill as wewa under-
stand it has no bearing apon the
sections of the school law under con

the meeting for voting
a taxtaz is not an election
within thothe meaning of the
election laws the bill vacatesva cates
all the registration and election
officers in thibthis territory butnut there
nio a or election offommmeersofficers
connected with the business or a
schoelschool meeting to assess a tax therhe
office of school trustee is not a regis-
tration or election office the right
of taxpayerstax payers to meet and assess a
tax on the property in their district
created by the territorial statute is
ncnotnolt destroyed or infringed by the
Eedmunds bill

if a school meeting has been duly
called aaas prescribed by jaw and two
third or more ofofilioatie property tax
paytra resident in the district pre-
sent at the meeting vote by
ballot for a tax not exceed-
ing two per cen for the year
we tthinkhink there can be no doubt that
it willwili be legally collectable after
sixty days from the date when it be
comes due as per notification by
the trustees under the law of 1880
the time when buchauch taxes became
delinquent was ninety days after
the date when due but at the late
go sion ofor thetho assembly the time
was changed to sixty days

under the recent amendments to
the school law it becomes tho dudutyty
of the trusteestruBtees to file with the coun-
ty superintendent a copy of the no-
tice calling the meeting for the as-
sessmentsesEes of the tax and a copy of
the minutes of the meeting which
mayindy be inspectedby any member or
taxpayer of the district this
should be done within ten days after
weftfe meeting is heldhold there is no-
thing that we cancan discover in the
amendments to the school lawjaw or injn
the edmunds bill which affects the
calling of a school meeting and as-
sessing a tax for school purposes and
we have no hesihesitationtation inin say-
ing that trustees may go90
ahead with their duties in ththisthibIs
respect no matter who may advance
obstructive and disturbing notions
to the contrary every trustee
should endeavor to inform his mind
in relation to the laws governing
hiabia office eoso that he may know for
himself what are his duties popowers
and obligations and considering
the importance of our educational
interests wowe hope that no one will
be BOso unmindful of the public good
as to place ncedlessneedless difficulties in
the way of those public servants who
have to perform many unthankful
eerservicesvices for the beneat of the rising
generation

A llewHEW FOOD PRESERVER

barff of the london
Soeisoel fety of artaaria claims to have
made rfs discovery which will prove
of lnairaimmensemense benefit to thetho world jtat

is a process by which all kinds of
meats and fruits may be preserved
for an indefinite time in their nor-
mal condition thethib preparation is
composed of acid and gly-
cerine and is dubbed by the discov-
erer it is of a fatty
nature ana is tasteless and barm
less it is ordinarily bard and brit-
tle bubbut softens by heat and ioIs solbol
ubieuble in hot water it costs readready
for use when prepared inja small
quantities about eighteen cents per
gallon and edibles whenhenben immersed
in it become unaffected by thetheaenetlontion
of the atmosphere

Professor Barff supcupsuppliedpliedpiled the stu
dents of beaumont college during
the heated term of 18311631 with millmils
preserved by his new process and
they had no idea but that it was
fresh milk from the cow he also
supplied a relative with fishfieh and
flesh of various kindsbinds eoso preserved
and it was not suspected that
they were not fresh and now
in disclosing his discovery
he regaled hisbis hearers at the meet-
ing of the society of arts with
oystersoystere herringherringt lobsters turtle
pheasants tongues beef mutton
foreign and homehorn fruits etc which
had beenteen kept inibl somesomo instances
for several manthasmonths and no differ-
ence from freshfreeh articles could be

in smell or taste
if these statements are correct the

now preparation with the awkward
name willvill be of immense value to
the public and will make the for-
tune of the discoverer several
pretended inventions for this pur
pose havo been palmed upon the
credulous lot us hope that this
timeme the genuine food preserver has
benbeen compounded

HOW THEY LOOK AT IT

THE flour a now york journal de-
voted to social interests contains in
its issue of april 29 a long article on

fththee mormononsidesidesido of the question
it gives a good review of the pamph-
let utahcutah and its people which by
the by was not written by a mor-
mon aaas the hour supposes but by
a gentile 11 then follow bomesome pespelperti-
nent

ti
remarks on the utah question

dreamingbreathing a liberal spirit and here iais
thothe closing paragraph

it is not to be disguised that num-
bers of clearelearclearheadedheadedbedded public men and
lawyers look with distrust upon the
anti polygamy bill recently passed
by congress it is an interference
in religious and social matters
which is not warranted by the ge-
nius of our institutions it gives
an irresponsible boardbuard power to
throw an industrious and thriving
commcommunityunity into confusion absurd
as the mormon religion may be it
is doubtful if the interference otof a
government especially that of the
united states is permissible while
it is very certain that ththejuttingputting
down of polygamy by Ljawlaw isJs the
extension of government interfer-
ence which may bring about greater
abuses than those which it now
aims to correct the population of
this country is increasing so rapidly
that we need not fear the spread of
mormonism any two months of
this year will bring moromore people to
our shores than inhabit the salt
lake valley Is it worthwhileworth while to
strain our institutions and create
pernicious precedents for interference
in religious and social matters
which may have the gragravotvogt con-
sequences in our future history

SCENES IN THE HOUSEBOUSE OFop
representatives

TIMTIIE OFor DE
natesBATES alinTUB difficultiesTIEScies UNDER
WHICH THEtun woral IS performed

RECORD worxwork
1112jl11 CONGRESSCONacosaressKESS

borneearne bexbesbenEEN UTAHotar
Lms snort

LINE

D C
april 28 1882

in my last letter I1 wrote at some
length concerning the noisy charac-
ter of the members of the house of
representatives the bouse in
which is daily performed the up-
roariousro farce called legislation
and now perhaps it would not be
butofout af place to describe to my read
eaera the manner in which the pro-
ceedingsce and debates of this
clamorous branch of the national
legislature are reported by theofthe of-
ficial stenographers of the house
for publication in the congressional
hebor eveniven under the most fa-
vorable the of

reportingeporting thetho proceedings of the
house Is one of lisno ordinary nature
and it16 Is a matter of wonder to j

many moromore especially to those ho

brejare experienced in the reporting
business how the onnoffofficiallelal stehaten
graphers endure the strain they are
called upon to bear during the encri
tirotire session of course like every
thing elseeise this class of work huhas
become in the handsbands cac
competent stenographers moamon
or less mechanical yet ahel
it is considered that one dayedays pr-
oceedingsce anfnm both homeshouses would covCOT

er baysay at a guess sixty columns cfq
theDESERET NS somebome idea of qtthi
immensity of the work to be per
formed maymaybebe gathered from thalthai
fact

the Congre liscord 18 1

government concern and is publish
ejed every morning techilcheach daysdayi 1li

1

sue contains a verbatim report q

the previous day proceedings in UKV

senate and house of representsrepresent
tives the system of reporting ii

tbothbothoth houses iiIsi i of course the sam
I1 shall confine myself to 1

description of the official
in the house of representatives litiiiii
this branch of congress there aaim
five official reporters ofdf dedebaterbatel
namely J J McElhomcelhoesEt

chief of corps william blair lorilord
david wolf brown J KH edwared wari
andyjohnand john H white As soon a
the house meets which it now dotdog
at 11 the above named gebgeh
tiemen are injn their places at the rsr
porters desk immediately belotbeloi
that of the clerk of the House whidwhy
being centrally situated affords 1

good view of the whole chamchamblteitet
the chaplain opens the proceeding
by prayer which is very formal antani

then the farce callercalls
legislation commences the greegrea
constituent in the gallery who hails
never before had the privilege d

witnessing the house of
natives in besEessessionbionsion but who hila
formed inelsin hislis own mind
about the dignity of BOso importantlaati
legislative body is utterly at a lofloi
to understand what is13 going on anadt
the more he tries to understand thtin
more he becomes bewildered Vtt
him everyoveryeverythingthe g seems confuslausia
worse confounded he can se
dozen of men on their feet nourishflour
ining aundrysundry papers in their hanhauhandaUSbiuso doubtless of bomesome kind oroor othuotic

but all our verdant friend cu
make out in the midst of the coufa
sionsiou are the words mr speaker
the member for 0ohiohiohlo is rereccopiz

ed to the Commitcommitte tg
on pensions the house vh
please come to order the chuichri
thinks the point is well talenta eneteeketc j

but what are the official iteiitea
doing in the meantime the hoeyhoes
is now in regular session and aaw411

badim report of the proceedproceediEkl
must appear in the Congreui
recordaccord tomorrowto morrow morning grengretim

how is such a thing
wellJ this iaIs the manner in whidwhet
the work is accomplished
previous arrangement each rereportspor
takes what is cadecadtcaledcairdd a whywha91 turn generally extends some atef

will suppose is now taking the firdfidd

or fifteen
turn but where is be rehel

not in his place at the deskdesh no20 fi4
1

if he had sat there no verbatim reit
port coulacould possibly appear in w0
congressional recordbecard to morro
the noise in the house added rer
haps to the fact that some einmerabeern I1

is speaking from the far comercorner
tthehe chamber has compelled him
vacate hiabia seat at the desk andana silall
into one under the nose of the met
henher who la speaking otherwiseotherwleewiBo aki

speech important or otherwiseetherwis
most likely otherotherwise could not I1

reportedeP0r ed butnut nowmr mcelhone
turnt m I1laa upuP heel e has been rellereileby mr lordlora whowh0 hnshas begun whchebeb

mr mcelhone eftleft onnoff if the htls
turnturnfurn has lasted fifteen mrablab

Uutestebtes it can readily be supposed tictib

he has taken down eoncon
matter and the next point is to0 p
that matter off his note bookboob
atlyquickly as possible

from hofhafhot w
he compelled to transcribe hisbis ittun
into long handband it would take hiat least from an hour to an hour at
a half to do so for a moderately aulspeaker can usually speak as mutmramutmetr
in one hour as will take thothe repelrepol
er supposing hohe can read his aad
hanlham notesnotesaithwith easecase six hours I111

transcribedtranscribe 1 amrmr mcelhone bobot
everyaversever doesdocs not transcribe hirhia optoft0
notes it would be impossible
him to do so and be ready to effi

ut
his turn at the proper time A so
ond corps of short hand writswrites
therefore are absolutely necesstooneto one of this corps located in thilibe
official reporterreporters s room mr wemmem
hone reads 0onnoffff hishIs turn y I1 by vw
it isin transcribed into longiongig harldhaild


