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EDITORTALS.
WHAT IS THEREIEFI? &

¢Though the system of pluiality
of wives is not, theorctically, an in-
trinsic part of Mormonism, yet prac-
ticaily all the dleconrees, sil the ef.
forte of tho Eiders, are devoted to
this subject, and it forins oma of

{kelr ohief dogmas, Their authori.

ty for polygamy i3 taken from ths
examples of the patriarehs and from
Bl Paul’s injunetion: A bishop,
then, muat be blameless, the hus-
band of ons wife,”which they inter-
ret as meaning that ss 8%, Paul en-
olned bishops to have “at least” one
wife, |t i3 falr 10 presume that they
had sevral. Evidently specious In
their reasoning, they neverthelesa
teach that a man’s chancez for sal-
vation Increace with the nummber of
his wives, and per contea, thot an
unmatried manis to be eternally
damned, for bas ke not disregarded
the gommand: *Incresse and mniti-
i)ly?” Making this broad distinction
1 regard to the fature, they carry it
out in ths present in political affairs~—
for o rann’s votes mie in preportion
to the number of his wives, and fax.’

ther, every married womsn casts a

vote.”

We clip the abovo from the Ch!-
cago News, It appeared previcusly
in thoe New York Sun, and has been
copled into other papera. It is one
more proof of Journalistic ignerance
on the #Mormon® questlon, which,
it appears, they ounnet let alonesnd
will not tako the trouble to investl-
gate. Bome malicions or deceived
individual starts astory In tho press
and 1% Is taken up 2nd repeate ami
commented vpon, arguments inge-
nions and otherwice are besed mpon
ft, and all the tima itis fzlse and
faolish,n3 its supporters might easily
discover {f they were half as willing
to Jearn the truth as they are to dia-
eeminate something anfavorable to
“}7ormonism.”

The paragtaph copled above ia
singularly free from elemenis of
truth, even as a coating to the bolus
of error. Tho system of plurslity
of wives is indeed sn **intrineic”
part of *Mormoniam,” tsking that
word 23 deflned in the dictiorsry
and a8 commonly understood, Ltis
an essential part of tho theory; it is
internal, genuine, native, fixed, in-
herent. it it i3 intended {o convey
the idea that there ere many ¢*Mor-
mons” who have not a plurality of
Wives, which i3 = fact, tho term
used 18 improper; and so if the idea
to be expressed s that plurslity of
wlves was not always & part of the
creed of the *#*Mormona,” There was
a time when plarallty of wives was
ifot permlited In this Church, a3 ft
i3 not now except under religlons
regalations, and in Utak. Bat ours
{2 & progressive faith. Prineiplo s
added to princlple, dootrlne to doc-
trine, faith to faith, Andevery ad-

ed tenet becomesn, whan recelved,
an integral poert of the creed and
an “intrinsle® feature of the systen.

Bat it 18 a mistake to suppose that

lnrality of wives, though occupy-
rng thia poeition, forms the subject
of #ail the discourses and eftorts ‘of
the Eldera,” It dces not enter into a
tithe of thelr ministerial utterances.
We pablish : dikcourses, weekly,
dellvered by the leading Elders
of fhe Chureh, and refer-
snce to them will show that
our statement I# correot,  The pro-
minence given to this subject is
caused by i@ enemies, not its
ndvocates, ‘They have made
it a2 mziter of world-wide
fame and nstfons! fmportance
through thelr exsggeraiions nnd
wild notions]; They seem determin-
ed to advertice it and cause the
‘world to investigate i, and to them
not to us belongs most of the eredit,
or biame, whichever way you please
to view.it, of mueh of the sglintion
conecerning it at home and abroed,

Thas puthority for this practica fs
nol taken from Bt Psul’s ‘injune.
tion, nor any other passags of snel.
ent Seriptare, It wounld meke no
difference to va whether Pral taoght
it or not, whelher the patrisrcha

prasticed it o¢r mot, Gar
anthority iz n revelation firom
Qod direct fo the Chnrch

ia the preseut dispensation, nothing
lesa, Itis In obedienica to divine
commandment that men in the so.
calied f*Mormon®” Church have
msrried more wivea than one, and
grhen we refer to the Bibla it
4§ not as anthorlty for our prao.
tices, but in reply to those who
try to make’ it appear that
they ate contrary t9 the scriptures.
In this wolhave undoubtediy the
hast'of the argument, for no one bof

a gophist wonld attempt to disprove
polygamy from the Old or New Tes-
tament.

~ Agals, wedo not leach that “zn
pomartled man will be eternally
damued.”” INo euech & declaration
can be found in any of onr Church
vovenaunta or ita authoritative teach-
ings. We believe that there are
hights ef happiness, exaltation, glory
and power which no unmarried per-
gon, male or female, ean sailain,
gither in this world or {the world to
come, and we show it on natural
principles. But that is a very dif-
fereni thing: Salvation and exaita-
[ion are not identical, There are
roany mansions and many glotles,
aod he who has never develc’ged
those powers of mind and body that
can. only be perfected in the (amily

relation, cannot ba At to enter Intg
the eocieiy and dominion enjoyed by
exalied men and women who have
been faliihful in all thinge and have
overcome zll thinga.

Neilher is it tros that a man’s
votes are in proporilon to the num-
‘ber of hia wives,” as the Chicago
| Hews sud New York Sun ought to
knosw, reping that Lthey have both at
times semmented npon thelidmunds
Inw, 87 which no *bigamist, pely-
gamist, or olher person eohabiting
‘'with more than one woman, or wo-
man tookabiting with either of the
aforesaid,”’ can now vote or hold
offlce in this Territory.

After ihose points that we have
shown to be incorrect are ellminated
from the gupted paragraph above,
what there is left may be taken to
represent the knowlege of the aver-
ago onstern editor on the “*Mormon®™
question.
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HORALS OF MONOGAMOUS
I ASSACHUSETITS.

' A STIORT time tinco the Boston City
Counell izsned invitations to pitizens
of the hub to accompany a distin-
golshed milltary company (romNew
Orlesms on an excurgion by the
steamer FEmpire State. Only thoge
who are scguainted with the man.
ner 1o which membera of Gity Coun-
¢ils in the extreme eazt are elected,
can underatand the disgraceful gcene
that followed, The <“plog-ugiies”
and Beston *bovs' who run those
élections secored  invitations,
swarmed upon the boat, about eight
hundred in numbers, elbowed the
guests out of the way, tock possea-

sion of the banquet prepared, knock-

ed off the necks of champagne bois

tles, gobbled wup the provizicns,
hooted, swore, controlled the whole
thing, end had a genera! ¢‘good
time” after their own brutal fashion,
while ths respectable gueits—the
New Orleans goldiers;—bad to be
content with a few sandwiches

that conld be saved from the general
wreck. The orgie continued until
the Bostonn bacehanals tumbled into
the scuppers, drunk and incapable
of further hoggishness,

Imagine, if possable, that such an
occurrence had taken place in this
clty, Of gourze this would be =
gieat etretch of the powers of im-
sagination, but suppese the case just
for 5 moment. What would be
oited ss tho canse of euch hoodlum-
ism and bratallty? Why, polygamy
of courze. It would be argued by
anti-*Mormons” who prelend to
know all abont the eecret causes of
tendencies to wrong-doing, that pre-
oatal conditions, the eflectaof poly-
gamic family relations, pre-disposed
the rongihs to deeds of disorder and
rlotous bahavicr.

But, sapient scrlbes, this exhibi-
tion of ¢ivilized manners was given
in cultured Ecston, whers momno-
gemy rales and & man With two liv-
ing snd undivorced wives would be
excluded from society, throat ont of
the church znd clapped inlo
Ho pelygamy in that. The Boston
puzslers, gormandizers, human hogs
Izt loote, were free and indspendent
citizens, voterts and elsction' man.

agors of monogamie and extra.cul-
tivated Boston, which i3  ever
preacliing reformstion to Utab, and
pleading for leglrlation that will
converi tais Territory to its fachions
of motality and clvitization.

In fke same Btate thers is a guit
In piegress in the courts, for the
poesession of 8 human  hide which
once envelopsd the corpus of o pan-
per, and, after being stripret oft and
tenned, wag placed In” the hznds of.
a mannfacturet o be made np into
fanty shoes. It was obtained by
Governor Ben. Butler snd presented
in tho investigation into the horrora
of ithe Tewksbury almshouse. The
sult fe'brought by 8 member of thed
booi and shoe firin  In whose estabd
ilshmens the shoes were belng man-
ufactured, This gentloman clalme
that ke quly Joaned the leather to

the (overnor, who promised to re-
tarn if. Butler, on the other hand,
declares that he does not scknow-
ledge any property in homan skin,
and eays he shall have it decently
buried when it has served his pur-
poses. The legal guestion ratsed ls
a nice one, and the caze is likely to
expile unusual intereat. The owner
of the 8kin—or at least the man who
claims to ba the owner—valued the
article ataboat $1,600 previous to
the recent Investigation, and now
alleges that, in view of the publicity
given the malter by the investiga-
tion, he would not teke less than
double that amount for {t.

How is that for an offshoot of
“Christlan” monogamons eiviliza-
tien? This is in Lhe enlightened,
anti-polygamous State of Massuchu.
setts with its thousands upon thon-
eands of *aurplus women,” whom
ita lawa will not permit to marry,
but who may be debauched and be-
come the mothers of illegitimates,
to be taken lnto foundling howpiials
or become waifs and grovel In the
gutiters and graduate into the corpee-
skinning almehouges or prisons of
that emicently eunitured and plous
commonwealth,

We do.not preiend to eay that
monogamy I8 the cause of the evils
of modern eociety; that is not our
argument. We cite these things for
the consideration of those who al-
iribute every wrong thing occurring
in Utah to polygemy &a the eqre ard
cerlain producer of tha evil. They
wlifully forget the existence of deep-
er-dyed wrongs in infinitely greater
proportions in monogamouns society,

rigon.

and ignore the fact that what soclal
evila we have in Utabk, and such
orime a8 ig committed here, are
copies of the greater Iniguities in
the wide wide world,2nd have been
chiefly introduced here by mono-
gamous agencles and sustained by
monogamous influences.

We know they will not Iike thege
facla and referencea and inferences.
The corruptions, disorders and reek-
ing filthiness of no-called **Chris-
tizan” gociety, they do not wish ex-
posed or even hinted at, But every
opporiunity. to show that Utah is
not altogether iree {rom the com-
mon taint is eagerly seized, and the
mcet made of 1t that is poseible,
with =il the excggerativns that
m alice and mendacily can suggest,
A few facls now and tben from the
other vide, if they have any com-
mon sense or logic left, may “give
them pause,” and show to what
thelr false reasoning Inevitably
leade, If o few wrong acis of Utah
people are the dircet reenlts of poly-
gamy, what iz the canse of the
widespread amd damning sins and
4niquities of monogamons Massschu-
setts and other anli-polygamous
communitier?

INTERESTING FRON INDEPEN-
DENCE,

OONDITION OF THE ‘“‘CENTRE
ETAKE,”

INDEPENDENCE, Missour,
July 15th, 1883,

Editor Deserel News:

Axn Utah is my native lard acd as
there are many there who are reia.
tives and frlends, and 53 I know
this iz the place on which the hearts
and expectations of thousands are
centred, therefore I thought it would
be interesting to your readers, es-
pecially thoee who belong to the
Cburch to hear gomething frown
this place, which bas been designat-
ed by thei:and of the Almighty as
the contral BStake of Zion, and
which all who are acquainted with
the latter-day work hold sacred in
their memories,and live in the fond
expectation of obtaining an inherit.
ance thereon.

Hince the time of the expnlsicn of
the Chareh from Jackson County,
civilization has worked 8 mighty
change not only in politicul srd
fnancial affairs, but i; has also mod-
erated those feclings of the people
that were g0 intenss loward the
¢Mormons” in 1833, and ii seems
that all are now invited jhere (with
the exception of (hoee who have,
contrary to the prevsiling opinions,
taklpg a plurality of wives.) We
have now upwards of 12 ditferent
denominations in ibis Mittle tovn of
aix or ssven thousand Inhabitants
and moat of them have smbstantial
church bulldings.

The Josephites as they are called
number some hundreds, and are
till moving in, they hdve alzo built
a brick church on theeastern part of
the city. Bome are merchants, real
estale men, machanies, and s
great many preschers, who are mak-

Ing great efforts to become popular
in the eyes of the world, and they

seem to harmonize perfectly with
the *feclings of the people” ut least,
whether they are with the feelings
of God or not, whieh if the scriptur-
es are true is very dombtiul, Alex-
ander H.]Smith one of this Apoailes
has made his home here. This town
is growing very raplidly fine resi-
dences are continually going up
Ransas City beinz but ten railes
:iway makesthis an atlractive loca-
on.

A deacription of Lhe “*Temple lot™
which 18 located in the western part
of the city may be of =special in-
tereet to all. Probibly there are
some now living ia Utnh who whea
the place was appointed were with
the company tbat entered the thick
woods with which it was then cov-
ered and marked the place; to-day
it is surrounded with houses and
gardens and the Jof has been ¢leared
from timbez streela have been made
and still the most beautiful elevated
part of tbe oity viz,the Tenaple lot,”
is unoccupied. Wm, E. McLeflan
who.lied last spring eaid that the
original deminsions of the temple
lot were 2! sacres extonding south
frem the spot where the femple i3
to bebuili. But-all with the execep-
tion of two or three acrea has besn
divided up and sold ard houses
built upon them, the Mo, Pacifio
Railroad runs at the gouthern end,

The “Temple Lot” fs ciaimed
now by a few remnants of the Hed.
rikites, whoze leader and pretended
prophet disd a natural death about
twoyearasgo. They want every one
to understand (indirectly though})
that they own the grounds znd that
no church or people ehall ever build
thereon except they come to their
terms and bow to their aceptre.

'nis lot is known by &ll as the
#lemple Lot There la alzo a
street on the eust running north and
south, called Temple Street, Those

Apostle, that Gentiles a o
Jewa were fit aubjeul.:ato?th‘?ﬂ'
ordinznces of the gospel, ¥"
We are plensed to Noties i
discussion of this Bbject, thg
of the participanis haye 1,
fog lessons from “Mormgps
¥or instance E. C, E: thy
the argument in the W;

“Denr sir.~Your notlgg jp+.
day’s Witness of E, , Dy 1o/
the subject of baptism jpo.
to hope you will giva thiy
cation a place in yoqr
it being brief, to lha gy
free from what g
by the lerm odeum i}
Holy baptisnn was ordaineg
for the remizsion of alng

do, torepent and be bapt
remission of sing. nan
Special revelation from
newly converted Saul of
him to arise and be b
wash away hia gin:; ca
name of the Lord. By ap
lation alzo Peter wea senl.
lius, and although be wa
zood man whose prayers
came @b for & memorial
Liord, and w:a privileged
gelle visitation, yet he j
mandsd by Peter to be
The great importance of
nance in our ealvation i
n the immediate bapt
who belleved the (loape
by the apostles. Note
day of Pentecost and ti
aria, also the gaoler ang
Lydia and her househq
Ethiopian eunuch. Pet
holy baptism to the ark
Noah and'his family w%e
Now suppoze any of Now

who now own the “Joi” have de-
clared their intention of bulidiog &
house of worship thereon., They
have alao fenced it with b wire,
and plented a few treea upon it;
prior 1o this 11 was used for bnse hall
and circus grounds.

Ocgasionally I meet a man who
was engaged io expelling the Mor-
mons (10ra Missouri by force of arms,
they rro, however, very scarce. Col.
PitcLer, who lives abouti four miles

southwest uf town, was one and it
js snid bhe mow lives on Jlormon
ground, snd he once expressed him-
self es being unwilling to go to
Utah, 18 he thought he might meet
retribution. There are several oth-
ers, but they are fast passing away.
We have had eeveral very henvy
wind storms here In the last week
and conelderable raln, bui not much
damage haa been reported, excent to
grain and hay that is cut., Harvest
hae 80 far been very goed. A tre-
mendong rain storm, with heavy
thunder and lightning visited Kan-
sas City yesterday evening, filling
cellara and basements, the news of
which you prebably aiready receiv.
ed by telegraph.

Well, I ;must ¢lose ray letter for
this tlme, wishing yoar readers a
happy ¢“Twenty-fourth,” which I
understand will be celobrated this
year 8 usual.

Very 1eapectiully,
E, DETERSON,

e T ie—

THE TRUTH IS SPREADING.

THE hMoniresl, Canada, Witness, has
recently centained some correspond-
ence discneaing the sublect of fibapi-
ismal regeneration,”or ¢holy bapt-
fsm,” and the orthodox views are
pat forth with a great dea] of blind-
ness to plain Seriptaral instruetions,
ons writer laying down =83 » princi-
ple the notion that “We must be
born of the epirit before baptism
carhave any meaning for us.”® This
is clearly opposed to the teachings
‘of the Savior and Hls Apostles. He
was first born of water,being baptized
of John in the river Jordan, and
then born of the spirit, the Hely
Ghost descending upon Him from
heaven. Heesald “Except a man
be born of the water nnd of the
spirit he ennnot enter into the King-
dom of God.”* The promise made
by Peter on the day of Penteccet
was ‘“Repent and be bapiized every
ons of yon in the name of Jesus
Chulst for the remissfon of sing, and
ye shall receive the gifi of the
Holy Ghost.” In the account given
of the aois of the Apostles, it will

be seen that bapllem ceme firat,
then the laying on of handa for the
gift of the Holy Ghost, An appar.
ent exception wszs In the case of
Corneliue and hia household, upon
whom @od caused the Holy Ghost
to descend before baptiem, bat it is
explained in their cate that it was
done a8 a sign to convince Peter;the

were to rezson fhue: Well
theark s a good thing
commesnded It to be bail

not think it absolutely ne
go into it that we may b
(God will save us without
a8 with it, Yet this Ia thew
talk about bapiism, Baln
clares that a5 many as we
ad were in Christ and put
The name apostle teaches
tized believers are bur
Christ. Cur Lord himself
that except a man be bom
water and of the spitit be ¢
the Kingdom of God, and
spever belleveth and fa bap
be saved. Wher God’s o
are duly administered and

the blessings aasociated wi
will be realized.

He 1s folowed lg
sneby A. W, L
ing:

Bir—Heelng in the
week over the signature
bia seriptural aliusion
Baptism,” and wishin,
often see such articles ox
similar topics, I wish to &
to what he has wrliten,
to your dlacretion wheth
for your colammns or not.
{;rescribes a new birth and
o be experfenced, and
theologiang seem to agree
it a matier of the imagi
do not fnd water un, ims
ment., A birth ia a brin
and what I simpler t
brought fotth of water?
although the work of (b
like that of the “wind
#een infloence, yet the g
the Bpirii i3 no lees real
ol w
do what they had else b
ed. In short, bellevera
ance and kaptlem (i
received Into the' ho
faith,

These letters contain 8
mon?*’ doctrine and, £ho
in spreading. Indeed s
oaghly convinced that
slon of mportant thegk
tlons now in progres
many of the old, erronex
dogmas of the chief rel
are being overturned, b
casioned by the dissem
the prineiples revealed [N
through the Prophel Jo
and the faithful iabore of
of the Chureh of Jesus
Liatter-day Bainta.

. All the Jleading qu
agitated by ministers
ous depom!pations, to
ance of the channels 0
that were once thought !
ever pettled, have beed
authoritatively and made
a8 to remove &}l dozbtor gd
cerning them, by direct
to this Church, And the
aries who toil n the face of8

ing world and the Intenté S0 .
ofg the hirelp Clergys to #1#



