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" By usurpation.

CONFIDENCE.

BY E. R. SNOW.

Can earth produce a fairer, brighter gem,
A gem of nobler worth, than Confllence?
It is the sichest diadem of all
Of earth’s associations, and the base
Of expectation and of future hope—
A !ﬁurte-, a pedestal of happliness
Below, and the assurance which we feel
Of a fruition In the world abuve,

1f not a balance to determine welghts,
It constitutes thie welght—the size—the lengrh
And breath, and the importance of each look—
Each word, and ev'ry act of those, with whom
In lite we have to do. Where’er it reig: s
Predominant, there love and freedom dwell,
And unlon tou, has an abiding place,
And tﬁere, the beating heartycharm®d with its own
Secnrity, pours all 1ts contents out;
And thouglit with thought—/reel'ng wilh feeling finds
Beclprocution, constant, full and free,
And then, as If upon an easy couch
Reclinedy the gpirit rests itself from all
Distrpst avd Jealou~y, In sweet repose,

And yet, with all ita virtues—all its worth,
Mow ofren lightly prized! How cheaply sold!
What! Sold! XNo, never. Confl’ence is not
A thing of trafMc, anud as tenements—

As goods and chattles sold—like them transpli®d
Unto the purchaser, and thus obtain®d
By stipulation, as a currency.

It oft is sacrific’d—"tis offer’d up
On base nnholy aitars—at the ehivine
O f one or more of all the passions of
Degen’rate nature |n our fallen state,
Whoe*r p-rforms the act—the offering,
Upon the altar places that which 1s
Another’s property, and not his own.

o ™s worse than common theft and robbery—
MTis wanton sacrilege—"tls burg ary,
For friend to trespass on the besom of
A triend; and tear from the possessor that
Tnestimable Jewel. Sooner far,
Than T would have thy confidence inthose
T dearly love, eradicated, T
Would have my parse—my gold—my Jewelry,
And 811 that kind of substance, torn away
' Gold and sliver, may,
If not recover®l, hiave their place supplied,
And full remuneration made for all
And ev'ry loss: Not so with confldence:
That has no substitute—no agency:
Nought bat ilself, « Mclates for itself.

Tet ance the pillars that support its throne
Be torn asunder—.ts founidations be
Destroy’d or shaken; and It will almost
Transcend the pow’rs of possibillty,
lgi'lnl:l own primeval strength, and all
Its own primeval beauty o restore,
But yety when its destruction 18 the work
O stealth, by foul incendlaryy, who
_?i_ﬂ: evil purpose, serpentinely colls
,&tﬁund, anud with a deadly, pols’nous shaff,
. fhru:lﬁg canker in the citadel;
- Anuthllates 1ts fair, snp-roal form;
‘When changing circumstances shall the wietch
Bxpase; he has the forfeiture to pay;
And confidence, with all its former pow”i s
Restor™d returns and fills its rightful throne,

EAIx T2y, With each other should pursue a course
That will create, establishy and prescrve,
With care assiduously cherishing,
. ‘Iﬂ‘h in 'Eﬂﬂ other's bosom,y confldenca,

' Werm'd by the moving pulses of the beart.
v The law of k'ndoess flowlng (rom the tongue,

Bearing the image of tue Inmost thuughts,
Should constitute the fulcrum of ~ontrol.
Each word should be its own expositor—
¥.ach look— each actien shounld be stereotyped
With the firm impress of unchanging truth,

Sweeter to me, than honey in the comb,
1s the commuulon of coneenial minds
Of poble texture and of reutiment

| 'T'In'.ttml and refined; where confilenos

' WA pill—is perfect—is by time matur’d,
-Aud tested by conflicting circumstanc: .
1 is a plant of elow, delib’rate growih,
Whean to perfection it attains, o form,
In feature, and in dorability;
A nd the* untiring care 18 reguisite
In rearing andjo preservation too:
Ita gratenl service amply w.ll repay.
. Injs a #tretehot science, In thislow,

%' plrverted age, to leam to appr-clate

- Whateter of coufidence i« worth our aim.

What God approves, Ilove. The confidence

01 thase, within whose bosoms, richly dwells,
Fis Holy Spitit—those whose hearis ere warm
_With the sweet Inflgence of celestial | ve,

And thrifl with Inspirat'on’s holy fire—

Whose minds, with the inteiligcnece of heaven's

Fternal truthsy abundantly are stor’d—

Whose labor is for Zlon, and who-e a/m

Isthesalvation of the homan race;

‘l!lr‘lﬂﬂ confidence of such is that

Jcraves 1alsocrave, and while [ crave,

i

sed a certain power upon it? They have ac-
cﬂml!:llahed a solemn nothing. Where are those
mighty couquerors, and bright geniuses now?
Where are some of the mightiest men and
what has become of the nations and cities
where they flourished? Tt has become a mat-
ter of doubt where eventhe foundations of |

By merit 1 would svek the confidence

Of pure intelligences unbeheld

By the gross vision of mortality;

Who, tho® unseen and tho’ unheard by the
Exterlor senses, walch around, and oft

In sweet low whisperings, communicate
Unto our understanding, or impart

The thrilling impulse of prophetic fire,
Whose sensibility, acntely fine,

Precludes their tree approach, when evil thoughts
Or evil practices eontaminate

The halo of the moral atmospher:;

Which, self-crating, each ourselves surround.

true, has preserved some of its ancient monu.
ments, kings and princes unto the present day,
What are those men? Loathsome mummies.
What are they doing with them? The great
Potiphers,Ptolemies and Pharaohs are now be-
ing used for fuel to make steam to drive rail-|
way cars.

“What is man that thou art mindful of him?
or the son of man that thourememberest him?*

What is man surely, when we look at
him in this point of view? And what are
those ancient nations?
have they communicated to the men of future

Soothing as halmy evening sephyrs—sweet
As orient fragrant spicy gales—grateinl
As honey-dews upon the smiling lawn,
Is confllence *twixt friend and friend on earth,
But when its own bright radins upward points;
And when It permanently concéntrates

t8 tirm, undeviating hold npon -
;he tm:h ' m:_t:e rﬂﬂ‘;”ﬁm e ages. What realfgnnd have they “done them?
A great many of the ancient nations were
His will to man 1n these, the latter days, idolators. They worshipped dogs, cats, croe
L # L] , -

Promipting obedit nce to the precepts taught;
It 18 1he magnet of salvation here,

And leads instruetively unto the fount

(Of everlasting peace and happiness,

It leads its own posgessor to the ¢Tree

Of Life"?—to habitations made with hands

That are immeortal—to the courts on high,

odiles, serpents, and every kind of thing that
came within the range of their imagination.— |

any ‘more than the christian world can at the
present time without revelation,nor any knowl-
edge of the reason of their being on the earth
—what they came into the world for—and

Babylon and Nineva were laid. Egypt, itis|

What intelligence ]

They could not get any idea of the true God |

When we contemplate all these things, how
weak and inefficient and poor, and f#eble, and
contemptible man appears—how littiz he has
accomplished for the benefit of his feliow-man,
or for succeeding generations, ‘

“«What is man that thou art mindful of
him?? * _

What is he? Let us look again and yiew
him in another aspect, Why, he is an efer-
nal being and possesses within him a princi-

‘ple that is destined ‘to exist “‘while life and

thought and being last, or immortality en-
dures.”” What is he? He had' his being in
the eternal worlds; he existed before he came
here. He is not only the sen of man, but he
is the son of God also, Heisa God in em-
bryo, and possesses within him a spark of
that eternar flame which was struck from the
blaze of God’s eternal fire in the eternal world
and is placed here upon the earth that he may

ossesy true infelligence, true light, true
Enuwledge, that he may know himself—that
he may know God—that he may know some-
thing about what he was before he came here
—that he may know something about what
he is destined to enjoy in the eternal worlds—
that he may be fully acquainted with his ori-
gin, with his present existence, and with his
future destiny—that he may know something
about the strength and weakness of human
nature—that he may understand the divine

what they were designed to accomplish. If
we look at the world in this point of view it
presents a sorry spectacle.

Where, crown’d with mnjesty, in glory dwell
Jesus, our Brother, and our Father, God.

REMARKS We talk sometimes about the great works
By Elder JOIIN TAYLOR, Tabernacle, Feb. 19, of arlists, painters, sculptors, etec. But what
1360, have those smart geniuses accomplished, of

real practical good to the world? What do
their records show? Their works may be
seen in many of the capitals of the nations of
Europe. What are they? So many represen-
tations of war, destruction and death. If you
examine some of the galleries of art in France

[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.]

I am always pleased to hear brother Joseph |
Young speak, because, as the Indian says—.
“he talks good talk;” and I always like to|

hear people talk good talk, .and things that. ,
are calenlated to make one i‘eel pleasant and the history of that country can be traced from
comfortable, the third century to the present time.

A passage of seripture which he quoted at. find in those galleries splendid specimens of

tracted my attention, it is one of the sayings. art; and what are they? Here is a represen-
of David—¢“What ia’man, that thou art millﬁ-. tation of a battle fought; there, the represen-

ful of him? And the son of man, that thou tation of death and destruction; and yonder

returned to dust,and ashes and worms prey up-/

| years and perhaps some faint aflliction of hig| intelligence and knowledge?

visitest. him.” is a splendid picture representing the march

1o one point of view man appears very poor, of a victorious army, des‘roying an unfortun-
weak and imbecile, and very insignificant, In ate and vanquished PE“EFF: and treading down
another point of view he appears wise, intel- the, dead and dying. The history of those na-
ligent, strong, honorable, and exalted. It is|tions is marked in blood and tears.
just in the way that you look at man that you| How much better is the world il
are led to form your opinions concerning him. | E“‘“t of view thanin former days? What

In one respect, he appears, as it were, as the lessings have the great men of former ages

 grass of the field which to-day is and to-mor- | handed down to posterity? Were they all
collected, they would appear in little room,—

'row is cast into the oven. He is changeable in | It 18 true there Ras been some little knowl
. 1 ¢ . w re

his opinions, in his thoughts, reflections, and d

actiﬁna. - He is idle, vain, and viaiunary,with-l fing; ?f c?::yi;tryr;nd a;t:;”t?}' ilﬁ"'ﬂﬂpf’?'
: : A guestion very mue ether the people

TUL SO PTG DY . RRY . cariet pl‘lnﬂlplE.[ now know more about astronomy thanI:kaa—

He comes into existence, as it were, like a/ : :
butterfly, flutters around for a little while, dies | 22m and Joseph of old did,after all their prob-
lems and calculations,and all the intellicence

and is no more. In another point of view, we . 3 :
look at him as emanating fr,_,];] the Gods; ﬂ“ 5 nf_the schools in relation to this branch of
gcience,

God i " te being ' 1 ! i
od in embryo, as an eternal being who had It is true we have obtained a little knowl-

an existence before he came'here, and who Sl Ah
will exist after his mortal remains is mingled €¢5¢ of the power of steam and electricity,
and have been able to use magnetism and

and associated with dust, from whence he h % bkt o7
came, and from whence he will be resurrected ™20y otheér such principles which possess
some utility at the present time to the human

and partake of that hﬂEPmE“ for which he is | family. But how much better off’' is the world

destined eceive t r ' :
destined, or receive the reward of his evil of mankind now than they were four or five

deeds, according to circumstances, thousand yekrs axo? I do pot khow. If &
L] " ] - rl
If we look at the position of man as he has body else does I should like them to tell me?r

been and as he is, what is he, whether we re- : .
Tell me how much more union there is now

Btk the seest: powarful and wighty or $het g0t e’ sl o it hnpginess there

most hmmble, whether as emperors, warriors, |
‘ P . %'is now than formerly. How much more con-

statesmen, philosophers, as riech or fy W
4 ’ ; POOT, We cersant the world is now with correct

1 e ha t ' ine | rineci-
1?[,“?3151??;,:' Paﬂ'h::a;;e &:,;Ll;ﬂﬂgﬂtﬁn:éﬂﬂpm“ ples than the world was in what is called the

reatl dark ages; and how mueh better principles

and mighity men that made the earth tremble— |
; whnueiu and beck,and at the crook of whose | g:igth:fy govered by uban they were thons-

finger nations quaked with fear? They have) ublies,t
: ]

—

i

on their systems; they have waned away and = :
many of t{E greét Eﬂ.g honorable are as .HHIEII EHCEEHOH' a8 11 any previeus age of the world,
despised sinee they died as they were honored| Witness the present position of Enrope and
while they lived; and were inthe possession of| China. Witness the positian of Mexico, Cen-
their tartﬁly glory. What is man? tral America and the United States of Ameri-

In some points of view the human race are €a at the present time.

‘minds and spirits, and need some sustaining| South in the bosoms of the Representatives in |

influence to uphold them both in body
mind before they ean occupy their true posis
tion in society, whether in" relation to this| IHow much better, then, are we in the pres-
world or in relation {o the world which isto|ent age than the people of other ages; and
‘come, For instance, a man may study for| what is man inreality, with all his boasted
Ie is a poor,
body will overturn his intellect, he loses his Weak worm of the earth, |
senses, his reason is fled, and he becomesa| Look at bimin a social capacity. Are we
.raving maniac. We are indeed poor creatures, } much better off now socially than the people
| Think what a number of infirmities the human | were several thousa: d years ago, wirh all the
system is subject to unt:il_ﬁnalily death closes|teachings of our philosophers and moralists;
its mortal career, and it is laid among the si-| and with all the essays there has been writtens |
lent dead. { combined with all the influence of the priest-

Let us ask what the nations of the earth | hood of the present day. Men are paid in our
have: accomplished for the last six or seven/age for doing a great deal, and they onght to
' thousand years, accomplish, at least, something, Xs [ told a

is manifested when in the Senate chamber.

You |

%eara ago. They then had their re- | OWI
eir monarchies and their despotisms. | Vate :
here is as much of the spirit of war in exist- "S- He has given us a knowledge of our weak-

fections,
' God all the powers of the

light of 'truth has been develeped, and many

: Witness the bitter |
feeble indeed. They are feeble in their bodies, ! hatred that exists between the North and |

and the bhalls of the nation at Washington, which |

‘law and learn to conquer his passions and
 bring into subjection ever}'(grmcq;le that is at
‘variance with the law of God—that he may
‘understand his true relationship to God; and
finally, that he may learn how to subdue, to
conquer, subject all wrong, seek after, obtain,
and possess every true, holy, virtuous and
heavenly pr'nciple and, as hé isonly a so-
journer, that he may fulfill the measure of his
creation, help himself and family, be a bene-
it to the present and future generations and
‘go back to God, having accomplished the
work he came here to perform.
* And if ever there was a time on the earth
'gince this world rolled into existence, that
' man was placed in a most important position,
it is at this time. —

If ever there was a people under the face of
the heavens that enjoy great privileges, and
ought to be acquainted with eternal principles,
 this is the people.
. Inages and generations that are past men
'could not accomplish much. They came into

o

Y the world; they lived; they died; they had their

' prophets once in a while, and slight manifes-
tations from God. Those prophets, when
~wrapped in prophetic vision—when their minds
‘were illuminated with divine truth—looked
through the dark vista of future ages, and con-
templated a time when iniquity should no
longer triumph, when the powers of darkness
‘should be brought under subjection to the
kingdom of God, which should be established
(in the latter day, and the government of God
be maintained, and his holy priesthood hold
'universal rule. Where there should be a re-
organization of light, trnth, intelligence, rue
‘and government pertaining to things that are,
to things that were, and to things that are to
come. The prophets in former timeshad their
minds lit up from time to time. They gotsim-
ply a glimpse of the things that it i8 our privi-
ege as a people toenjoy.
| God has gathered us from among all the na-
' tions of the earth. He has called us together
' by the light of his truth—by the light of his
spirit—by the light of his gospel of peace.
| He has gathered us together into one fold; he
has given us revelation; he has given us a
knowledge of onrselves, and a slight know-
ledge nfﬁlimself, go far as we have lived up to
rivilezes, and so far as we have culti-
Ithe light of the spirit be has given to

ness and of our strength, and of our imper-

We are permitted to derive from
priesthood. Tie

things pertaining to the future.

If we will only be faithful he will lead uson
from light to light, from truth to truth, from
intelligence to intelligence until we shall know
and see, and comprehend God, whom to know
is | f= everlasting. He has planted within us
through the prineiples of eternal truth, the
germs of ﬂver];aatiug life; so that death which
has been a terror toall nations for generations
past, which has eaunsed mén te gquail, and
through which the Jews all their life long were
subject to bondage, has lost its terrors on the
minds of men who live their religion, who
walk according fo the laws of the hn]! priest-
hood, and oultivate the Sp rit of God. That

'grim messenger has lost his formidable ap-

pearance, and people feel easy and comfort-
able under any circumstances; that is, those
who do right, fear God, work righteousnese

| What great work have they |
‘achieved? What havethe greatest warriors | Catholic priest once in France, when speak-
ing of the position of France, I said—*“there |

and statesmen that have existed from the he-!
is some fifty thousand Catholic priests in|

_!gi!min done? What good have they accoms |
iﬁhahe for'the world? What boon have they| France and, if Catholicism does not produce
an inflaence in this nation, it ourht te, for

anded down to pesterity and how much better
are we off because they lived—because they. there is enough money paid to sustain men to

Lmuwed upon the earth and because they possess!do good among the people.” |

and keep his commandments, They know they
have within them that principle of eternal
life which shall live after this mortal taber-
nacle shall ¢rumble in the dust.

To them, if it i3 peace, it is all right. If it
is war, it is all right. 1f it is sickness, it ia
all right. IT'it is health, it ig all right, Fot



