
THE DESERET WEEKLY

number of the people were con-
verted andsand in consequence be-
came a sober and industrious com-
munity they desired peace and
in the face of the terrible danger
which threatened them they yield-
ed to the softening influences which
they had accepted and resolved not
to fight with their brethren pages

5 A council of war or of peace
rather was called by their leaders
to determine what they should do to
defend themselves against the dan-
ger that menaced them

now there was not one soul
among all the people who had been
converted unto the lord that would
take up arms against their brethren
nay they would not even make any

rations for war and alsoprepreparations yea
theirr king commandedcommcommandedanaed themthem that
they should not now these are the
words which he said unto the people
concerning the matter I1
thank my great god that he has
given us a portion of his spirit to
soften our hearts now
my best belovedav brethrene ren sincenee god0
hathth taken away our stains and our
swords have become bright then let
us stain our swords no more with
the blood of our brethren
and now my brethren ifI1 our
brethren seek to destroy us behold
we will hide away our swords yea
even we will bury them deep in the
earth and now it came
to pass that when the king had
mailemade an end of these sayinsayingsB and
all the people0ple were assembledassem to-
gether tttheyey took their swoswordsrda and
all the weapons which were used
for the shedding of mans blood and
they did bury them deep in the
earth and this they did it beingbein
in their view a testimony to GOTgod
andaad also to men that they never
would use weapons again for the
shedding of mans blood and this
they did vouching and covenanting
with god that rather than shed the
blood of their brethren they would
give up their own 1liI es pages 7

further references are made to
this voluntary interment of the in-
strumentsst of human slaughter by
the anti nephi gehis on pages

the translator of the bookboob of
mormon waswas not an explorer an
antiquarian nor a reader of archaeo-
logical literature previous to or at
the time of his inspired labor
neither had the strange discoveries
of the buried weapons been pub-
lished at that time joseph smith
could not have known until he
read the account given by alma
upon the plates that any such me-
mentoes of the mellowing influ-
ences of the gospel were reposing in
the bosom of the earth the motive
which propromptedapted this remarkable
sacrifice was the noblest that ever
warmed the human heart the
peaceful determination waswaa fixed by
the seal of an oath and bound the

devotees throughout their whole
lives TradtraditionsMons of this memor-
able transaction magerlinger among the

today and it is
customary with some of the tribes
at the conclusion of a treaty of
peace to bind the covenant by the
ceremony of burying the hatchet
deep in the earth

undoubtedly the oaths were
taken at the sacred altars and the
religious complexion which is given
to this Intinterestingresting episode harmon-
izes with the association of the relics
found around the native shrines
with the pious interment of the
weaweaponspODS

the hebraic character of the
altars troughs etc has already
been mentioned but there are still
other analogous features stamped
upon these remains of jewish wor-
ship

squier mentions engraved scroll-
work cut out of very thin plates of
mica and pierced with holes so that
they could be suspended upon cer-
tain parts of the clothing or person
calling to mind again the

custom of wearing phylacteries
but the reader should not conclude
from what has been said of the

character of numerous
rereligious structures found upon the
land of america that all the sacred
ruins discovered have this dis-
tinctivetive character there existed
at least two other classes of build-
ings devoted to religious purposes

there were bodies of apostates
called dissenters and a numerous
class of idolatersidolidolaaterstors among the des-
cendantsts of the colony from jeru-
salem and they also built their
peculiar temples and sacred places

on page of the book of mor-
mon we read

and now in this two hundred and
first year after christ there began
to be among them those who were
lifted up in pride such as the wear
ing or costly apparel andana auall man-
ner of fine pearls and of the fine
things of the world and from that
time forth they did have their goods
and their substance no more com-
mon among them and they beganbe
to be divided into classes and theyey
began to build up churches unto
themselves to get gain and began
to deny the true church of christ

there were many churches
in the land yea there were many
churches which professed to know
thechef christ and yet they did deny
the more parts of his gospel inso-
muchmuch that they did receive allali man-
ner of wickedness and did admin-
ister that which was wredsacred unto
him to whom it had been forbidden
because of unworthiness and this
church did multiply exceedingly
because of iniquity and because of
the power of satan who did get hold
of their hearts page

for this people shall be scattered
and shall become a dark a filthy
and a loathsome people beyond the
description of that which ever haw

thatbeen even thaamongst us yea
which hathbath been amongaifong the lamen
ites andthiland this because of their un-
belief and idolatry 111 1 page

and they did also marchb forwardforlaw
against the city Tean cum and didda

offorth out Hdrive the inhabitants
her and did take many prisononera

both women and children anandd didlu

offer them up as sacrifices unto tbtheir
idol gods page

had come ttheand when they
second time the Nephites we

driven and slaughtered with onan e
11

beeding great slaughter their woW

men and their children were afia T
sacrificed unto idols page 06

see also page
thatthpromfrom the foregoing we learn

false and perverted systems of ra

ligion with all the errors and arrollarroo

ties of paganism existed upon abow
continent of america in very caw

times it would therefore be ququite

consistent to find remains of beat-
en temples and other tokens of wthe

worship of false gods
ajsadbut to preserve congruity

that harmonaharmony which we havehaves bo
to exist between the bookoffbook of MOnaw

iamon record and the remains I1i

upon the face of the land the sisigagoo

ba of
of american paganism should
the ancient oriental types

A great deal has been wawrittenritten usar
on this subject and much
tion has been indulged in as to bowbov

old
the heatheathenishhonish customs of the
world were introduced ipoxI1 0

continent the most fruitful field

for exploration has been POM

magnificentvtOWwhere some most
ples have been discovered

on wepage of prehistoricpre historic AO

ica we read
1110

A hill near the
covered with granite blocblockenrj
sculptured and converted I1inton 8ow

I1 of
galleries ornamented with rafofraces and niches the temple mry
converted into a DomlnicDominicIian 0 1

vent occupies one side of aatciot
court which preserves its an the
name Juliampa the field 001 y
sun the inner and outer W0aeto
is said were covered with sneedsh

awl Ygold oy
this last remark is ates

aquier who testifies to

in various houses in
BD

of gold preserved as rellrelics
came from the temple he sa00 u

these plates were scarcelyscarce ioy
thick as a sheet of paper jle

midst of other symbols 0of ma 1

animate and inanimate werewe
ble manifestations of the aft
being I1inn the center was fag
fountain of considerSconsiderablebOe tag
great beauty the stone yaccofal
toto Garci lasso was like the

aad
walls covered with gold eft

water flowed into it abrouthroughgeb vS
not leave wepipes we will


