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number of the people were con-
verted, and, in conscguence, be-
cape a sober and industrious com-
munity. They desired peace, and,
in the face of the terrible danger
which threatened them, they yield-
ed to the softening influences which
they had accepted, and resolved not
to Aght with their brethren. Pages
804-5. A council of war, or of peace,
rather, was called by their leaders,
to determine what they should do to
defend themselves agalnst the dan-
ger that menaced them.

“Now there was not one soul
nmong ull the peeple who had been
converted unto the Lord, that would
take up arms against their brethren;
nay, they would not even make any
Fre mrations for war; yea, and also

heir king commanded them that
they should not. Now, these are the
words which he said unto the people
concerning the matter; * * * T
thank my great God that he has
given us a portion of his Bpirit to
goften our hearls. * * *  Now,
my best beloved brethren, since God
hath talien away our stains, and our
awords have become bright, then let
us sfain our sworde no more with
the blood of our brethren. * * %
And now, my brethren, if our
brethren seek to destroy us. behold,
we will hide awny our swords, yea,
even we will bury them ueer in the
earth. * * * And now it came
to ‘;jmss that when the king had
made an ond of these auyin%s, and
all the ple were assembled to-
gether, they took their swords, and
all the weapons which were used
for the shedding of man’s blood, and
they did bury them deep in the
earth. And this they did, it being
in their view a testimony to God,
and also to men, that they never
would use wenpons agaia for the
shedding of man’s blood; and this
they did, vouching and covennnting
with God, that rather than shed the
blood of their brethren, they would
giveup theirown lives.”’ Pages 306-7

Further refercnces are made to
this voluntary interment of the in-
struments of human slaughter, by
the A nti-Nephi-Lehis, on pages 310,
3183, 896.

The translater of the Book of
Mormon ‘was not an explorer, an
antiquarian, nor a reader of archwo-
logical Uterature, previons to or at
the time of his inspired labor;
neither had the strange discoveries
of the burled weapons bheen pub-
liched nt that time. Joseph Smith
could not have kmown, until he
read the account givem by Alma
upon the plates, that any such me-

mentoes of the mellowing influ-
ences of the Gospel were reposing in
the bosom of the earth. The motive
which prompted this remarkable
snerifico was the noblest that ever
warmed the human heart.  The
peaceful determination was fixed by
the seal of an onth, and bound the

devotees throughout their whele
lives. Traditions of this memor-
able transaction Usger among the
Lamanite redmen today, And it is
customary with some of the tribes,
at the conclusion of o treaty of
peace, to bind the covenantby the
ceremony of “Burying the hatchet
deep in the earth.”?

Undoubtedly the oaths were
taken nt the sncred naltars; and the
religious complexion which is given
to this interesting episode harmon-
izes with the assoclation of the relics
found around the native shrines
with the plious Interment of the
weapons,

The Hebrale character of the
altars, troughs, etc., hns already
been mentioned, but there nre still
other analogous features stamped
upon these remains of Jewish wor-
ship.

Squier mentions engraved scroll-
work, cut out of very thin plates of
mieca, and pierced with holes so that
they could be suspended upon cer-
tain parts of the clothing or person,
calling to mind, again, the Isrncl-
itish custom of wearing phylacteries.
But the reader should not conclude
froomn what has Leen said of the
Mosaleal character of bDumerous
rellgious structures found upon the
Iand of America, that all the sacred
ruins discovered have this dis-
tinctive character. There existed,
at least, two other classes of build-
ings devoted to rellgious purposes.

There were bodies of npostates
ealled dissenters; and n numerous
cluss of idolators among the des-
cendants of the colony from Jeru-
splem, and they also built their
peculiar temples and sacred places.

On page 546 of the Book of Mor-
mon we read:

A nd now in thistwo hundred and
first year (after Christ), there began
to be nmong them those who were
lifted up in pride, such as the wear-
ing of custly apparel, and all man-
ner of fine penrlls, and of the fine
things of the world. And from that
time forth they did have their goods
and their substance no more com-
mon among them. And they begnn
to be divided into classes, and they
began to build up churches unto
themselves, to gt gain, and began
to deny the true church of Christ.
* # % There were many churches
in the land; yea, there were many
churches which professed to know
the Christ, and yet they did deny
the more parta of his gospel, inso-
much that they did reccive all man-
ner of wickedness, and did admin-
ister that which was saered unto
him to whom it had been forbidden.
because of unworthiness. And this
church did multiply exceedingly,
because of iniquity, and becnuse of
the power of satan who did get hold
of thelyr heurts.?? Page 546,
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“For this people shall be scattered,
and shall hecome a dark, 2 ﬂlthy,l
and a Joathsome people, beyond “é';;
description of that which ever be ;
licen nmongst us; yen, even it
which hath heen wmong the Laoal®
ftes; and this because of their Ul
belief and !dolatry.’? Page 558. d

¢ And they did also march forwmld
against the city Teancum, and f
drive the inhabitanta forth out ¢
her, and did tuke mnny prison 7
both womnen and children, and d ir
offer them up as sacrifices unto the
idol gods.>> Page 556. he

“And when they had come‘tre
second time, the Nephites “0‘_
driven and slaughtered with an ejo_
ceeding great slaughter; their ¥
men nnd their children were Rg3;
sacrificed unto idols.”” Page 987"
Bee also page 447,

From the foregoing we learn th“f
false and perverted systems of ¢
ligion, with all the errors and & ‘;
ties of paganism, existed upon ull
continent of America, in very €8’y
times. It would, therefore, be Clutl:f
consistent to find remains of hef .,
on temples, and other tokens of tb
worship of false gods, d

But to preserve congruity. "““
that harmony which we have shOWr‘
to exist botween the Book of MO
mon record and the remning o
upon the face of the land, the Big'o
of American paganism should b¢
the anclent oriental types.

A great deal has been written uf:
on this sulject, and much spec z
tion liag been indulged in as 10 hold
the henthenish customs of the (ljis
world were introduced upoD “ld
continent. The most fruitful ﬂﬁu
for exploration, has been P er“»'
where some most magnificent #'
ples have been discovered.

On page 418 of P're-histeri¢
iea, we read: i

¢A hill near the Sa\cemhllllm'?::J T
covered with nite blocks, rle;qt.s-
sculptured, nud conv into &
galleries ornamented with step® ot
races and niches. The temples oot
converted into a Dominiciall g
vent, occupies one side of 2 ent
eourt, which preserves ] “'-t‘. the
name, Juliaompa—the fleld _0”3' it
sun. The inner and outer Wi . lf
is paid, were covered with B
gold.”? by

This Inst remark is attestod o,
Squicr, who testifies to having
in various houses in Cuzth 9']11(!'1
of gold, preserved as relics “s_
came from the temple. He &Y "

“These pln were Bcﬂr‘i”;y the
thick ns a shect of paper: objec?
midst of other symbols oi" e Py
animate and inanimate, “§..pr°“‘°
ble manifestations of the =i Lite
Being. In the center wnd “]‘a’re Al
fountain of considernble B (_(‘ﬂ.dinb'
great beauty. The stone, &€ teni le
te Gareilassn, was, like thﬁml o
walls, covered with gOld,l gold®®
water flowed into it through iy
pipes. We will not leave 1
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