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REPORT OF THE GRAND JURY
PON MUNICIPAL AC-
COUNTS.

ELSEWHRERE in to-day’s NEWS may
be found the report of a committee
of the grand jury to the grand jury
of the Third Judieial Distriet Court,
coacerning the books and records

of Salt~ Laike City Corporatiop,:

which report was adapted by the
grand jury and presented te the
(ourt, This report has long been
desired by certain partisans and
hoasted of as a thing to be taken
for a campaign document for the
purpose of creating political capital,

of which said partisans are badly io
need. There is a general under-
standing that the document was
got up in a partisan spirit for parti-
san purposes. LaKing it as a par-
tisan document, however, we do
not see wherein it is tauch of a sue-
cess, or of any great value, only to
the superficial, the prejudiced, and
the malevolent, who are liable to
misiuterpret, misconstiue,and mis-
represeut anythiog aud every-
thing.

Money is a thing upon which
there is probably as much disagree-
me;t as upon any other in the

world., Two persous c¢aa hardly
agree upon the best. manner of
handlinz mooey., Eveu man and

wife seldom fully agree over the
disburs=mentof their httle income.
If they do not agree they disagree,
[f they are wise Lhey let the matter
rest there. L unwise, they let their
amgry jassions rise and they be-
¢oue foolish wud say hard, provok-
ing, and wpjuss thiugs of each
other, simply because their judg-
ments do not cvincide regarding
the ovest L ~i-lg to do with five
cents.

lake a large busine-sof any Kind,
and howvw wmwny p ople ¢an agree
upon th= best manuer of ¢cruduct-
ing ity up »a the propriety of every
expenditure conuected with that
business? Much lesa cau Doy
persons be fouud to agree upon the
conduct of publie busluess. In a
eity eouncily for instance, prebatly
the members are pot really unani-
mous in regzard to varivus measures
upprnpriutiﬂg mouey. But what
of that? Unanimity is not gene.
rally expected nor provided for in
public vodies., If pub i3 bodies
(heamaielves are Dot un snimous res-
pasttug the jaticiousuess or lnju-
diciousness o! certnin measures,
how can the general publie be ex-
pected to be vnanimous @apon those
measu e-?  Human natu e gives
little rea-on W eXpecl auy such
thing., Heuce, it bas come Lo be
the ru'e in public bedies and with
the public st large to be divided
into at least LWo parties—the party
of the majority, which rules, and
the party of the minority, or vppo-
sitton, which grumbles at, opposes,
and misrepresents everytlL.ing that
the party of the majority does,
generally irrespective of the quual-
ity of the acts of the majority,
whether they be good, bad, or in-
ditferent. It is well known that in
this malevolent spirit of oppesition
this report has been long sought,
and when obtained was speedily
published te the world, and it is
strongly suspected that the report
has been made in a similar spirit.
The report comsequently will be
looked upon as a one-sided affair,
procured for a purpose, and there-
fore liable to suspicien as not a
fair presentation, portions of ac-
ceunts being taken withoutexplan-
ation from those who understood
the circumstances and the times
under and in which the several
transactions occurred. Take the
accounts of any kind of business in
the world and manipulate them in
this way, and they can be made to
appear very strange, and even in-
congistent and suspicious, to say
nothing more.

The first complaint in the report
is that church property is ‘not tax-
ed.. This, however, amounts to
nothing, as it is the cominon rule
threughout the country not to tax
religious establishments or church
property.

A list of a few of the heaviest
tax payers is given, evidently with
the view of ulakihg It ap pear that
one person is taxed too lightly.

both in wholeand as to a particailar
part of his property, - This is mere-
Iy a matter of opinion. There are
no deubt hundreds of taxpayers
who consider they are taxed too
heavily and their neighbors too
lightly. It would be impossible
to please everybody over. the
tax assessment. Nor is it pre-

some

sumable that it is so dome in
any city in existence. There are

differtent opinions as to the wvalue
of pieces of property.
business of the assessor to make as
equitable an ussessment as he can,
and this we presume assessor Win-
der has done. We see no proof to
the contrary, and the committee
only give their opinion upon it,
which is worth no more than that
of four other citizens. - Besides a
man may own much railroad, or

bank, or business stock which is|

taxed to the respective institutions,
and not in his individual name,
and so does not appear as his tax,
though really it is and be pays it.
Another man might have a large

business and all his interest concen- |

trated in it. His taxes of course
might look larger than those of a
magit who had more means, but
wm h was diffused over several
businesses not conducted in hisown
name. Again a firm of several
brothers might might do a /large
business and have valuable real es
tate, and all be taxed under their

own name and the total of their | vent, instead of to aid, sach an-inves-

It is the|

| sented

REPURT OF THE GRAND JUGY
ON THE SALT LAKE CI(Y
- ACCOUNTS.

To the Grand Jury of the Third Judi-
cial District of the Territory of Ulah,
.Ap?‘lz Tﬂfm, 1376. (1 Y

Gentlemen:—We, your committee,
appointed for the purpose of examin-
ing the books and;records of 3alt
Lake city corporation, have per-
formed the duty assigned to us, and
present herewith our report-thereon.
At the time of our appointment, it
was the generally expressed opinion
of the grand jury that a thorough
inspection of said books was at pres-
ent impracticable, owing to the fact
that it had, upon several occasious,
been attempted without success,
nwinlg to varivus obstacles which
wou in all probability, be pre-
d at’'this time. Among those
obstacles may be mentioned the fact

!

pointment to the present time. The
assessment rolls are alphabetically
arranged; each bishop’s ward being
separate. - The property of tLe large
taxpayers only is itemized, and this

has ::;pt been dnnﬁ_ m]lnﬁl within the

ast few years. o church property
g assessed, although it is nweﬁ known
fact that the Mormon church alone
owns and coutrols property in this
city estimated te be worth more than
one million dollars, much of which is
held by the trustee-in-trust and not
nsed for purposes of worship. Among
the latter class may be mentioned
the property occupied by the Deserel
News, a daily and weekly newspaper,
conducted as a business enterprise,
and undoubtedly a profitable one.
The only taxes paid by the trustee-in-
trust is $6.00 dog tax during the
preseut year. The heaviest city tax-
payers for the year 1870 are as follows,
and are assessed on the following val-
uation of property :

that such committees are not gup-
plied with funds to employ assistance;
that they are not empowered to send
for persons, books and papers out-
side of those belonging to the corpor-
ation to enable them to make a |
thorough investigation and arrive at
correct conclusions; that the city
officials "themselves have invariably
oppused such an examination and
employed their every effort to pre-

taxes would appear very large, lar-

ger than tho=e of a firm of greater | the taxpayers and public at large.
means diffu~-ed and | who should be the most concerned 1n
taxed under other names or titles. | ascertaining bow  their municipal
[fall the taxes & man really pays|affairs are conducted, with |
were paid in his indivisual name, | few exceptions,. evinee the utmost
the list of names given in the re-|indifference and lack of interest
port would be very different to|in the work, and ‘yot shave some

means, but

what it is.

The next thing complained of is
a remittance of half the bar li
cense of Little and Young, Salt
Lake House. The facts are that
the Council was opposed to the es
tublishment of bars, but they were
greatly desired for the convenience
of hotel guests, and were eventua -
ly permitted at a high licence
Subsequently it appeared that, by
reason of the high licence, the bars
were a source of loss rather than of
profit to their owuers, and ou thi-

account a large per centage of the | tificate of our sppointment to Mayor

licence was remitted. [nis is 1he
peculiarity of thi« “peculiar rransac
tion.”” The Salt Lake House wax
not the only establishmeant s0 fa-
Ttlrﬁd.

- I4 is next eomplained that the | ,ny to the city xovernment in their

clty employed other la« yers th n
it« reguiar one. It is common
enough to employ more than one
lawyer, or one firm of lawyers, even
in private cases, where the import-
ance of the same i~ thought to ren-
der it advisable. In the multitude
of counselors there i1s wisdom.
Moreover, ome of this counsel wa-
employed In wspiteful suits entered
awpon through the influence of the

| comibining church and

very men who now most con, plairn
of the €Xpense of the counsel em-
ployed. They have themselve- 10
blame for the same. The city i-
bourd to act in its own defence,

| made of such transacuons uﬁ_‘sleem; to

and to employ able counsel to aid
it in the same.

Another complaint is that “we
are informed”’shat Claw-on &Caine,
though paid by the city

bration, sold admission tickets for
$ each. To which we reply that
we are informed, on pretty good
authority, that Clawsen & Caine
received for the use of the Theatre
on the above occasion only the
amount paid them by the eity.
Another matter presented as ex-

traordinary is the payment of mon |

eys to certain parties for entering
land. It is well enough Kknown
that much of Utah was settled and
improved accordirg to local sur
veys, and in small divisions.
ter the U. 8. surveys were made,
person must pre-empt the
land settled by several parties, in-
order to cover a whole gquarter
section, and that rson was e€x-

cted te transfer titles to all who|up to that date; shat portion of the

ad settled or improved lands on
that quarter section. In no other
way could the various settlers ob-
tain their just rights or aequire
titles to the respective moieties of
the quarter section which they had
jointly settled on or improved,

———-——-—-*—--*—I——F—-

A Bome Production.—We have
received the ‘‘Parting Kiss,” song
and chorus, words bv. Mr. Henry
Maiben, of Provo, and musi¢c by
Mr. Joeep  J. Daynes,; of this City,
publis ed by Sherman & Hyde, of
San Fiaucisco. The production is
merito-ious, both as a po-tical «ffu

~ion apd musical composition. The |

for the use | imposition was practiced, and we are
of the Thea re for the railroad cele- pusitive that we saw and examined

Af-|

song is on sale at the store of

| Daynes & Son.

| from the date of My, Winder’s ap-

tigation. Add to those the fact that

very

of the principal obstacles that a
committee on ¢ity books has to con-
tend with, Upon_receiving our ap-
pointment, however, we realized the
vecessity of taking such action as lay
in onr power, a¢ the affairs of the
city government-had been conducted
48 a close corporation gince its porgan-
1Zzation, by men, who are now:%‘ for
-slate to as
great an extent as
this view of the case

the City hall and preseuted a cers

ible. . With |
w paired to

z— Gi Hr I ------------- shasbbassasn . ...-..ﬂﬁﬁ,m
Walker Brothers..c.ceseeiccsessesnes 245,500
Brigham Young, Sen.. ..... ceiveenee 213 600
N . Groesbeek...ooe coosss sosncasss ssaves 126,125
William Jennings. s weievesses 107, 180
Kimbal: & Lawrence. ......cccceee. 89,809
W. B, BoOpart itboieice cessiios: ' THINO
Wﬂlkﬂl‘ H' BB csscas sasstsns sasstesseses mgo" 0'
Jennings, Sons & Sadler........... 42,664
Hocg;ur & Kldredge...cooeesnrerenenes 29,000
HI L] hldﬂgalilllii'lilll EBEEE B %’l%
Young & Little, Salt Lake house 30,000

Block 88 in plat “*A,”’ belonging to
Brigham Young, sen., is at
$25,000. This is the blo¢k upon which
some of the principal dwellings and
other valuable improvements of Mr.
Young are situated, and in our esti-
‘mation is of much greater wvalue.
While we have not made a close ap-
praisement of the entire city me:rtjr
owned by Mr. Young, it is our belief
tnat he 18 assessed for much less than
he should be. With the exception of
the cases above cited, viz: the Mormon
church and Brigham Yuu‘l;.:’g’, we are
of the opinion that Mr, Winder has
shown no partiality or discrimination
between parties in fixing the valuation

| n:lgmpﬁrty. Incorporated companies
a

stock concernps sre assessed for th
amount of property they own in the
¢ity, and stock shares in the hands of
individuals are not assessed.:  In

Little, Recorder p€aine,,| Treasurer
Schettler and Assessor and Collector
Winder, who “conrteonsly received
us, and expressed their willingness to
¢xhibit any and all books appertain

possession ~ We “therelore entered
upon the wurk before us, and havri
made as thorough An €xAmination as
lay in our power, from the lat  of
Janusry, 1866, up to the preseunt time,
taking a cumory glance at the pro-
cevdings  for several yéars betore that
time, and have devoted neagly four
weeks timetp itt Following will be
found a syngpsis of the business shown
by the books, and particalar mention
us in any way irregular, +

It has been mmtimated that we have
been shown a fictitious set instead of
the genuine city books; te you who
believe such to have been the case
we would say that we have the most
convincing evidence that no-suach

the genuine books of the corporat.on.
Thre officers named were ¢ ver ready to
tarnish us such books as we required.

OFFICE OF ASSESSOR AND COLLECTOR.

Mr. J. R. Winder has filled this
office since January, 1870, and we are
constrained to the belief that he' has
conducted the business of this depart-
ment as equitably as was practica-
ble under the existing- administra-
tion of municipal affairs. Prior to
Mr. Winder’s appointment; the city
taxes were assessed and collected by
the cHounty assessar, he receiving the
appointment from the city eouncil;
lhieuce there are no separate ordistinct
city assessment and collection rolis

county rolls containing property with-
in the city limits being taken us the
city rolls. Boehrolls are in theoffice
of the county assessor and collecter,
and have not been inspected by us,
as they were under examination by
your committee on territorial and
county books, who'in all probability
will report fully thereon. The only
books used by Mr. Winder are the
assessment and egollection rolls. These
are ruled and bound in a convenient
form to show the name of the person’
assessed, wmalustign of property,il
amount of taxes, amount and date of
payment, amount delinquent, with’

space to note ‘rgmissions, ete., all of|

which we have critically examined

many instances taxes have been
remitted by re.ular action of the city
council, and in all such cases good
cause seems to have been shown, and

statement of receipts and disburse.
ments, a8 shown by saia books from
January 1st, 1866, to March 8lst,
1876, inclusive:

NET CASH RECEIPTS, |
Um ARSI SIS TRNNRT TRl R R ser ) eSS SIRE she "i-'* I-’I-"'E'I m

CiL'T.L-ﬂu—n"mmm--"uﬂr“ mm m
l.‘ ll' P.'.b:--til"i-i-ﬂi--'i:llll!“-lilllﬂlll lll‘*lu ﬂ..
lhllill-ﬂ-iill;-rm aaaaaaaa I T e T Iu'*m w

ht‘-ﬂ-‘m [ — N R R TR ﬁlilﬁm"
|7 LT T T e — K

Dhtlll.r!--mm ........... FEaEas EEBGEE '!i.h?'l E
H.thm-ﬂl-l-_-luu-uu iEE SRR B e ’ll{:“ m’
U' B‘ Lh“"-n--_ PR SRS FEE RS TR 9" I-'“ W
-ﬂ.r Amm sswaE s = sEmEEEEES s TaE ?th'E ﬁ
&+01iD 4] UAare rant snsnns

DR - TR i R e S B
BPAtis] TAK. . .ttt osiidains . 2641
sundries ...... : cssssasssssscassacssse  S5000 U

Tﬂt.’lllﬂlll Hllli-l;ll-l;lﬁlﬂﬂ-'uinq-i‘ljlll_m 'ri

DISBURSEMENTS.

In eash, priconers’ labor and material ©

Hoads and stre t8....... wieesessersessions 180,796 23
n“ “ft? Il‘m D L L L LT T 33 Ilﬁ' H

ﬂit] ltlﬂl'lll!i"l I." [ —— mrm “
PﬂM BOCOM 1" Lannmannns s56 s 00vns sos prasstsnand lﬁ-l*‘z ”
EXpon © RCCOUNE .vvenssssssssssnsansseee 108,020 0F
FI“ d‘wmm LT TTT Y u.llnrl--l- LR T TN ] ﬂlilﬁ H
DAY WORRE f e ~coiricsrnostoss ssoee 1D 204 B8
New ma: ket house and lot ............ 24,200 .7
clt’ ", i‘mﬂ“mw".hﬂﬂfl"l“ ﬁl-zﬂ H
B“h hm EREEE RS REREEE cdes SEPEZERREERERES lam w
Bath house fenoe ...e e vcrvnrarenees 2 913 85
Bath house restsurant........ccoconnue.l. 5,213 9
'.“h hm m- EEEREEREE TR RN llm a
qmuﬂ' i-lllllt!ﬂn-i“u—- aEEEBS BEE L Elﬁ “
Frofit And 1088..concrevnnsnas s 2 asonnnsse 05129 43
u}d m p-ri“l L T T T T T Ry ] !ﬁﬁg m
Asgsessor and collector’s salary ...... 12,178 B8
Water um:':] ROCOMNL....coieeecesranns o8 E}
- n‘wl i.nl . .r, '-'I-Il.lllil..-'-l“"" IIIIII - m
Marshal’s ralary .......covmeeiconsisnninnnna 7,583 02
KXLra servioe aooount...cwicmss conese 024103 50
Public works account ( wayor's

m L e L e e lnjm m
City agent’s salary...uvivicrissnnsnane 13 426 00
HeooTaer’s SAIATY .. csoseossassscanens 20,800 19
Treasurer’s salary ..........comieeeeeee 22,950 00
l:lt, ﬂl“- ht f.ll“---“m-li-_-nm 2:“ a .
Billiard saloon, pet loss .......c..cvoeeeee . 4,374 99
Hlltm‘ l-ﬂld- EEEEES sE e BEEEEEEE T 8 8 8 IM ﬂ
I“ m.l“m ® - IR = = .- l|lﬁ ‘I
Hlf and wood market ........c.c.... ... 3,402 38
Upion rquare and fence account...... 8,758 10
%trut T T L SRR AT I . e ! gi 2

BANBO BOCOUN L. .o cissasmostsstbed dssa0s oo nns
Releg—— s A

m SEEEE R - SRR -
l‘lm mmﬁi!it FEEE NS PR EF SRR TR aRe 'In w
Miiitary reserve .ccsssooiicninineess 102 80
OLty DD BOCOUDL..ovuiins ossnesursts cossresns 4% 05
J“_ ﬂl :ﬁt.pl--uunni-- n_uit-lll--m lu -H
W ashington Square hdndadenss 1| B 0008
Marke. Master’s salary.................. 3,142 00
r ast Temple stroet sidewalk........... | 2.300 00
Jﬂ'rm ri'“ bﬂm"-;l“ CET LT T e E'Il'lliil Hm ’
LAQUOT BLOT0....coserseeessccasessassonsan snasss 2,008 G
Ad’ﬂ'“ ,'.-rd- lllll'llllil‘illl-!-l-II!;! BN e Iﬂ ‘
seventn W est street canal.............. 1,838 (8
~treet lightiog 80 00Dt....covin crrennns 20,963 41
Em‘ ﬂ II“'I iiiiiiiiii FEEEES S LERT T T - m g
Cemetery wali and fenoe........ viveeee 6,016
Etrf“ Imu sessvessscrsnsnsanss L lﬂim ”
Stoam fire ODEINO.ee ocovee cevorsensnases 7.!1&3
Gas and water fistures........cuevvrniee -~ 1,650
Tﬁth ‘l"l-l‘d Hm-nnu-u- srsssagrassane l.lﬂ' H‘
Engine No......_.m..m...._. e 0421 47
H.' c w‘ ‘ul_llﬂlll-i-l-".-!_lillilllﬂlm :’,Sﬂ 'T
North Temple Btreet...cm ..o cionseness 22,680 16

The foregoing cash receipts show

no discrimination made between par- | 1o pot profits derived  from each

ties. The taxes are -mot collected | r 410
closely, as is shown by the fact that | ... . f bills payable
the amount delinquent and standing |46 following brief explanations of

charged against the assessor and col-
lector on the 24th day of March,1876
was $41,736.82. The principal pro-
perty holders being apparently the
most prompt in the paymentof taxes.

POLICE COURT.

In this department we found the
criminal docket only, which we ex-
amined. Thedocket of ex-Alderman
Clinton, whoofficiated during a period
ot ubut eight years, and retired in
1874, is a curiosity in its line, but the
receipts eatered therein correspond with
his reg:rrtu _tzéha nil:y: council, %Ider-
man Pyper—Clinton’s successor,
his docket in goud shape, and hiaeerg-.
ports also correspond with his receipts
as shown by the docket.

RECORDER'S OFFICE.

This office was filled for about
twenty years by Mr. Robert. Camp-
bell, who retired in the month of
February last, Mr. John T, Caine
having been elected as his sue-

cessor. Here we found, § complete
set ‘of books, - showing the re.
ceipts and disbursements of the

city funds and the various business
transactions ot the municipal corpor-
ation, together with the records of the
city conncil, all of which we thor-
oughly examined, from the first of
Janpuary, 1866, up to the present
time, comparing closely with “them
the stubs of city warrants, licences,
ete. '

The books have evidently been
kept by competent accountants, and
show correctly the actions of the city
government, although many entries of
a general nature are- made without
particalarizing or giving items. At
present no warrants are drawn by
the recorder upon the treasurer, ex-
cept upou appropriations made b
the eity council; but during the ad-
ministration of ex-Mayor Wells and

. Recorder Campbell, which ended

bruary 14th, 1876, appearances
ndicate that the mayor had almost
unlimited pover; warrants being
drawn and business conducted gen-
erally according to his dictation.

We have not considered it neces-
sary to prepare a complete balance

sources named, excepting the
We truet that

the several accounts will cause them

' | to be properly undersiood by the en-

tire grand jury:- «: | i
License account is both debited
and credited. Ordinarilr it is a
of revenue only, but duﬂngm
years we found this- pecu'iar trans
action: . During the ‘years 1866-
7°-8-9 and 1870, * Young
and Little ' were pmph:etorumﬁ
the Salt Lake house, in which was
kept a bar. We find that Mr. Litte
paid the regular license of §900 per
guarter, but that between November,
1866, and October, 1870, there was
returned, by warrants drawn upon
the city treasury in favor of Brigham
Young, the sum of &7,012.50 (that
being one-half of the license paid by
Young and Little), and the same
charged to license account. In ex
amining the proceedings of the city
council we were unable to find any
action of that ‘body authorizing the
payment of this money to Mr. Young.
None of the other liquor dealaru:g"'
the city received favors of this kind.
The Jicense received from liquor
dealers from September, 1871, to De
cemoer, 1875, was $156,760, s
Bills payable account shows the
amount of cash borrowed, for which
city notes are still outstanding. =
nt account shows the profits de
rived from renting city property,
principally stalls in the market
house, whicl: of late years is but a
small item. S
Liquor account shows the. profit
resulung from the sales of  liguom
manufactured by the city. il sl
Distillery account pretends to show
the profits of the city distillery, which
1s hereinaftier more fully. explained.
United States liquors aceount em-
bodies the prolits upon liguors bought
and ‘sold _exclusive of that ndnufac-

i e i

-

turﬁegr bere. |

| account shows the profils a¢
cruing: from a ligquor bnrg.lﬂ b
by the city. oY o
Bathing account shows the profits
of the Warm Springs baths; the same
being now leased to Dr. Munroe af
th&ﬂﬁfﬁ% per month.
~Ceme

sheet, but give below an approximate

netery.—Profits resulting from
the city cemetery. :

+J
i e .




