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Ntar, ** 74,” Bledge, Clipper,
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Frr Sale by Z. . M. L and Brapoh Stores.

L. M. RUMSEY & Co.,

" Manufscturers aud Jobbers of

PUMPS AND FIRE ENGINES.

Lead Fipe and Sheot Lead, GasFipes,
Plambers' and Steoam Fitters'

Brass Goods, Belting,
Hose and Paoking,

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS,

Fonos Wirs Secbest Wire, PFene-
ing, Ezs., Esa
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“OR. ROMANIA B. PRATT
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’ DISC&_OBFR;I;J‘
APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOW,

in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Satwrday Morning, (in Gene-
eral Conference) October
Tth, 1882,

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I believe it was in 1856 that the
Republican party was organized;and
al their first comvemtion held in
Philadelphia, they incorporated in
their platform the noted plank, “‘the
twin relie of barbarisia—slavery and
polygamy,'” and pled themselves

o o avils.
n-of‘i‘u'?&n"‘"ﬁ:- oy Bave Tabored in-
cestantly fo this end; but Lthey
know not the thoughts of the Lord,
nor understand His counsels, Nev-
ertheless, they are His servants to
execute his pur and they
doubtless have a desire to agoom-
plizh all that he dedigns with regard
to them. Have they succeeded In
strangling the twins? So far as
slavery Is concerned lhey have suc-
ceeded in abolishing it in the obnox -
ious forms in which it prevailed in
the Soathern States; but atill it ex-
ista and is likely to continue to ex-
Ist, in & modifled form, while wick-
edness exisis upon the earth, Afri-
cans and white men are in bondage,
not in the same forma as that in
which the southern siaves were held
before the war, for the extreme ex-
cesses perpetrated under that sys-
tem, in many particulars, were very
great wroogs to mankind, and very
grievous in the sight of heaven and
of right thinking people. And
changes were determined in the
mind of Jehovah, aud have been ef-
!eohﬂl; 'kl‘go authors of u;n repubM-
can plank have taken. polygamy as
llutt by the I‘I.h?o-dny Baints
AY being synonamous with the
wmy of criental na-
; and the bigamy of the Chris-
tian nations; th clearly
shown in the 1aw of 1882, passed b
the Co:fr. of the United Btates,
deslgn: for its lnppte:;t)a,.d thoe‘n
¥. The offence was made
to consist In the marriage rather
than in the cohabitation; fellowing
the old English statutes of the New
England States on the snbject of
bigamy, classing our system of mar-
riage with that which was made
criminal by the Euglish statutes
and by the statutes of the Northern
Btates; when in reallly there was
very little, if any, similarity. The
bigamy of England and the Amerl-
can Btates consists in crime aud de-
ception, the betraying and wrong-
ing of two innocent and unsudpect-
ing women. While the corrupt, ly-
ing, deceiving, unp husband
was feigning virtue and integnity,
both violating their confidence by
Lyin:nmd deception, and by violat-
ing all the duties and obligations of
marriage—ihe duties that the father
owes to the wife and children and
also to the Biate. But the fact that
our law.makers took this view of pur
social eystem when they passed this
law, showa bhow poorly and 11l they
com the system of mar-
[ringe &8 taught by the Latter.day
Saints. The republican party had this
viewof the mcano doubt,when they
first announ this noted plank.
Furtber experience and knowlelige
among tbe people of the United
States has, In some measure, chang-
ed their view upon thissubject, and
they bave attempted to shape their
tion accordingly; and im the
recent law of Congress, known as
the Edmunds law, they have espec-
ially, In the amendment they have
Idlt;pw.lto ul;& Ln’:.g 1862, clmdu
polygamy w and ensc
Fe t boti. And stil)
urther, they made it a continucus
offence, by providing penalties for
cohabitation a8 well as for the mar-
riage; for cohabitation, however, the
penaities consiet of light flnes and
short im ment, but for mar-
riage heavy flnes and long imprison-
ment. This is the view
our Christlan Statesmen in relation
to the moral of this question.
Anclently when God’s laws -
vided a government for mcrgt
Israel, marriage was honorable both
plnral and single, a8 all students of
the Bible know full well. At the
same time adullery was punished
by death. From the days that King
Abimeluk attempted intimacy with
Sarah, whom He sa ed to
}:u'l‘llsl&tohmgr& tmtmIl terwards
o e wife of %
froma the time Afh

angel
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Bavior, was
B it while B
and plural was honorable, or-
ned appelnted of God, and
was made for the protection
d rights of each wife and her ofl-
. But our Christian siates-
are offering premiume, for 1i-
and are
odious the honor and putity of
This is all wrong. Tiay
in the view i:.lny take of
bishops, priests, poten-
religious teachers would
belake Lhemselves to the task of
firat seeking the light of heaven
upon Lhis question, and would then
onh:h:o -nllgt;‘t-u?h. ogmatt:dmmun
and people Btates
pertaining to
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ing war against the institution, as
the anti-slavery men were trying to

|do, counselled that this desired

change, the modification of this
system of labor in the south, be ef-
fected on a principle of honor; equi-
ty and pesce;thata fund should
be created,a"sinking fund of the na-
tion, for the abolishment of siavery;
and to negotiate with the Siates in

nbypm

to | well as His
ancien

behsalf of the slave-owners, for Lhe
gradual emancipation of the siaves,
their owners {0 be reasonably com-
peussted for the freedom of their
servants, and in process of years fo
change the status of the megro,
make his labor iree,and place him
in a condition to be educated and
elevated; and a#till maintain the
faith of the nation and the faith of
the northern states with the
southern states, Thus it was
that the true policy and counsel
of heaven to our naticn was manl-
fested and spurned. The ex tremists
of the north, the anti-slavery agita-
tors heedea 't not; mnd neither
party approached the subject with
any earnest determination fo eflect
an honorable settlement of this
question. The few stateamen that
made ;I)}-uponitmns in the Congress
of the United Btates leoking to this
result,to the accomplishment of the
liberation iof the slaves, cettling this
guestion on the basis pro by
the Prophet Joseph Bmith; but
whether they were influnenced by
bis advice; or whether the same
spirit that moveduponJoseph,moved
also upon these statesmen—there
were some that made advances
looking to the accomplishment of
the object in this way—~—but it was
not generally received or fayored, or
it was deemed impracticable. Al
all events the sequel proved that the
oppoeing elements warred against
each other, culminating in that
great fratricidal war which resalted
in the shedding of too much blood
and the impoverishing of one-half
of the nation.

Prior to this, however, the union
and fraternal l’aelln; that formerly
existed had been gradaally weaken-
ing In the warlous Organ-
izations of the nation. All the Jead-

Y | ing churehes of the nation had di-

vided at what was known as the
Mason and Dixon line, the .line
geparatin thwca from the slave
States, (-] the humiliatin
tacle throughout the land,

e Methodist ehurch of the North,
and the Methodist church of the
Soutb; the Presbyterian echurch of
the North, the Presbyterian church
of the South; the Baptist church of
the North. and the Baptist church
of the South, I belleve the only
Christian church in America that
did not, over the slavery question,
split the blanket, divide its property,
its franchises and ecclesiastical or-

tion, was the Ronran Catho-
church, who recognized the ne-
cessity of a united under one
grand head. This division of sects
prejared the hearts and niinds of
the people for the deadly confiict
that ensued

reﬁtl!: ttlllm sabject of m‘;:htlg;r l‘:om
ere np?un no vision.
Both thie North and the Bouth and
religious seclts of whatever name
or belief, are united in the denunci-
ation of the Latter-day Baints, and
the system of marriage in uced
by the Prophet Joseph SBmith. This
as [ have already said, is l’oundui
partly in thelr ignorance with/ re-
gerd to ihe true spirlt and nature of
the doctrine taught by the Prophet
Joseph Bmith, and lieved in by
the Latter-day Balots. As 1 have
alrendy said, they have classed it
with the bigamy of England and the
American Biates, spd they have
classed it with Oriental podl;.gn_ny.
For it 13 known to all stadents of
history, to all that are familiar with
the conditions of the nations at the
present time, and the history of na-
tions in past ages, that gamy
has been the rule—[ will notsay
that it has been the rule among the
comymon people of all nations, bat
polygamy has existed,; and has been
recognized to a greater or less ex-
tent, so far as its practice was con-
slatent with the conditions of the
ple of the varlous mations, it has
been the rule from time immemori-
al; and there has never been a time
in tue history of the world when it
has not been common and recognis-
ed among the nationa of the earth,
with the exception of modern Eu-
rope. The Christlans of our ' time
claim the prevalling system of mar-
rinqe in mode:n Europe and im the
United BStates; as the result of
Ch . Mothis I reply, that
neither Chrlst nor His Apostles
ever t::‘tu:d tm wt:nl im rcnl_mumns-
tion tha m o
that whlnvog.tgin their days, and
that had been and sc-
knowledged in the house of Israsl
frem the days of Abraham until
Christ. In fact Christ If was
far as the
. And nowhere
ie there to be found one word in con-
demsoation of this system

or b
thing intimating that He intended tree,

to chaoge the then existing rela-
tions of the sexes; but while He, as
Apostles and the

t Prophets and Patriarchs de-
nounced adultery snd fornication
the l:wognhul mdhnstt;!nld hon-
ora marrisge whether siugle
plural; and every form
* fllcis intercourse with
of the sexes was condemned by the
primitive Christians, as well as
the ts and Patriarohs of o
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we admit the ocorréctness of (he|Ten Teibes, sud the Ten lost. Tribes

views of our Christian friends in
this regard (which, however, we o
not by any means) the logical infer-

ence is, that any other offi or
mmhor’lntho(} urch’ but‘mop

one;
liberty to have ‘more than | write ehall also be
) o 1 o | im one; and Mﬁl be

ane wife. For If he intended it
be a general prohibition,why should
he confine it to the Bishop, why did
he not make It gemera!?

sophistry on the part of our sectari
taak mm’, ) the exelusion

gaI introduced
Europo'h'y the primitive C!ﬂ'hlm
for that system of marriage was in-
troduced l".ﬁ:h:n: to the esiablishment
of Ch

Roman empire, and !
formi of matriage in early ‘times
when, as history-alleges, men were
more uumerous in Home than
women. And the earlier settlers of
Rome were political refugees, rene-
gades and sca from sur-
rounding nations, and were under
the necessity of making ralds upon
their neighbors to procure wives;
and it became & matier of necess)
and for mutual protection, to lmit
the number to one. It was the
Roman state that limited the num-
ber of a man’4 wivea to one, and noé
the Christian church; and this beiog
dove, it was per ted. And his-
tory teaches us that nnder that mao-
nogamic system, Rome became the
most licentious of all nations. I do
not tt:iltogd to :f‘:b:.ll:r an
ment in favor ¢ 3 my spir<
it rather leads me to Impress upom.
the Latter-day BSaints the charac-
ter . of this great social guestion
and the duties and respon-
slb!ultlea tt;ag! ::tmn . us A8 A
a, n At have eman-
m l’rag hefven; obligations that
we cannot ignore, aud duties that
we cannot shirk)] For God jhas
oo AT S e
1o the ots; g
nga hand to establish His Zion; God
has set His hand to bulld His king-
dom in the earth, according to the
rediction of the holy phets;
od is determined to work a work
that shall be a marvelous work and
a wonder,which He has commeoced
and will earry on to com in
His own peouliar way. FKis arm is
stretched out, and it will not return
vold—it will not fall to accomplish
the thing that it has commenced to
rm. It is to raise up and es-
talhllah to o?lpt:lul! a holy.ns.t:.na, a
ngdona ests, a pecu peo-
r}le camposed of 'the blood of Israel.
e has declazed that in the last
days E shall be His firstborn;
them He would gather together,
and upon them He would place His
holy Priesthood, and m He
would use ss ﬁls pervants and as
His instruments to push the people
together from the ends of the earth.
For Moses, while blessing the tribe
of Joseph before his death, says:
“His§ horns ne:|llko the horns of
ST per kSl
e people ym
2ndnol'moe£th; and they are the
ten thounsands of Ephraim and the
thonsands of Mannsasseh." -
iong of the tribe of Judah,Jacobsays:
*The sceptre thall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from bestween
his feet, until Shiloh come.” Now
the motto or insignia of Judah was
the lion, while the unicorn was that
of the heuse of Ephraim; and in the
days of Rehoboam the kingdom of
Israel was divided; and Jeroboam

an E&hnlmlhn in Samaria
over the ten ten tri whilst Reho-
boam continted to over the

kingdom of Judah, w included
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin
and ts of other tribes thet
remain with fhem. Affer a time
the ten tribes 8o far corrupled their
way.that the Lord gave them into
the hands of thelr snemy. The k
of Asyiia who masde. war
them and carried them capuvg into
his own land; he took the n ty
and the more wealthy portions of
Lthe peo and planted them in dis.
tant portions of his empire far to the
eastward, antd sent back his osn
to marry with the poor that
had left in the land of
Imnel, and thus grew up that
mongrel race tbat were after-
wards koown as the Bamaritans,
Bat Esdras tells us that Iarael after
they were Jed into _uptlvity,ﬁluntod
io the far esst of the Aecay e
pire. took eounssl amo.tln#i nrhmulm
and begsn to repent,
among themsalves in mnpi.l.’

Let
ua call nmtbdlmd. andace If Hejlon and

us into s country where

will not - 4y A
we may dwell together, and
lh;mxmndmhm&ju ments

which we never kept In our own
land. And God heard their prayers.

]

other distant portions of the globe,

where He nourishes them. And our
pamblethial the kingdam of hagven

vén
is likened to Jeaven hid In three
measures of meéhl, till the whole
was leavened. Now, one of these
messures of meal in which the lea-
ven was ted, was the people of
Israel in tine; anotherjmeasure
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would also have the writings of the

ﬁntxw 3 bigoted, sectarian laws
of some of the BStates agalnat plaral

Jews and Nephites; - more that | marrisge, be said they were not in
th with the nor
th-unn_wmldmm-vmqﬂtth:m’n L ¢ hnrnamg o

mnll;ﬂodwh

of God in him-—that we miy come

] edge of the prinociples of
pel In simplicity and in pur-
ity. It makes clear many dark say-
ings of the Jewish Beriptures, as
have come down tous. It

Ly | sheds a flood of light over the:Bible;

it contains the of knowledge
and understanding; and it la more
precious than all - the works of mod-
eérn times, and is worth more. And
fhe youth of Israel should read and
become familiar with it, and com-
pare it with the Jewish Beriptures;
there is more to be learned out of it,
my young friends, thai is calculated
‘to of real warth and blessing
h?m?oul, than can be acquired at
all the universitier, col and
schgols of sclence andart of modern
times, And in saylug this, I say
nothing prejudicial to
anything in the leasi to dia-
cou e aocguisition of sclence,
but ths more foreibly to impress
upon the minde of the youth of
Israel everywhere mnot to neglect
those things which are the
weightier matters —the holy
Beriptures,) the Book of. Mor-
mon aud the revelations of God as
contained in the Doctrine and Cov-
enants; for the fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom. And a

knowledge of the only true and liv-
ing God, and of His purposes con-«
cerning usand our g upon the

earth, the object of our creation,and
that which is designed coneerning
a- rl-mtlr in tln:eimmd t:: 2 ﬂlt‘y;i
of paramount ce, An

value thlnw:nythm' that
oan be bestowed upon morfal man,
The greateat of all the gifts of Ged,
is the gift of eternal life; and eter—
nal life is only attainable by a true

know f God,through obedience
to His laws and com ts.
Therefore, study the BSeriptures;

sequaint yourselves with the Book
of Mormon. Read them in your
Bunday Bchools; read them at your
firealdes; Jot them always be found
upon your tables, and never permit
your families to be without them;
and if you sre poor sell your coat
and buy them; for you are far bet-
ter without a coat n without the
word of God to teach to your chil-
dren. Let'our Bishops, and Elders
and Teachers attend to it; and en-
quire whether you are surrou

by those milk and water Saints who
love fine dress morn than the love
of God, and who love to furnish
their children with musical instru-
ments and toys, and who neglect to
faraish them words of life; if
you are; labor with them and teach
them in all sincerity the duties of a

Latter-day BSaint, a Baint of the
living God; and will bless you
in your la and you will have

more joy in this than any-

thjn.i::yoneouddo. )
Ia to give briefly thé views
that I en with regard to the
providences of God that are over-
ruling all. things. Our christian
statesmen have mistaken the spirit
of Mormonism; they: have mnof un-
derstood it. Our christian persecu-
tors, of the wvarious n:ltm seots,
would urge on our Am: states-
men to persecute this people, but
they know not what they are doing.
as some one sald here -
day, they do know when in-
sert in the oath which has
8 ly prepared for our peo
at ext

are
respect Jusatly entitled to take part
in the fr8 of the govern.
mug of this land; iy
80 they must deny their relig-
abandon thelr wives, or

wives thelr husbands and th

and the things they | had

nor |t

this constitution, to malmtezin the
of ali of every ereed,

ward

- Bt
the Almighty, and “who ha ©
despite to the spirit of
lost, peradventure, wives and chil-
dren, and if they have not th
will; it is needful that such should
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