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dheTHE MORMON BIBLE

AN article has been going the
rounds ofor the papers about the
originalniinil mormon bible it started
irliriinthethe detroit post and critribunebune a
roreportertar of which interviewed ma-
jor Jarh H gilbert of palmyra who
claims to have set up in type nearly
all the matter for the edition
of the book of Mormormonmorimorl and workedd
aaliit ottoaon a hand press he has the
unbound sheets as he took them
ffrom the press and exhibits them as
a great curiosity

there is a great deal of nonsense
talked about this first edition it
is said to be a very raretare book and
inmanyini many respects essentially differ-
ent from the subsequent editions
there are quite a number of copies
of the first edition of the book in
this territory and its contents are
substantially identical with all
other editions of the work the
chief ditereneedifference is in the printing
and binding which are better in
the later editions than in the first

the article to which we referreler
stacey that nobody but joe him-
self ever saw the golden tablettablets J

it is evident that the writer of this
statement is ignorant of the histo-
ry of the book and ofbf the facts in
the casecue and that behe has never ex-
amined the work about which he
talks so positively the book is
prefaced with the testimony of
oliver cowdery david whitmer
and martin harris who state with
wordsworda of truth and soberness that
an angel of god came down from
heaven and showed them the plates
and the engeDgengravingsravings thereon while
the voice of god declared to them
that the record was translated by
the gift and power of god and
listlest this testimony might be object-
ed to as partaking too much of the
supernatural the testimony ofeight
witnesses is appended who state
that joseph hsmith hadbad shown
them the plates which they handl-
ed with their hands thus eight
persons saw wethe patesplates naturally
and three others in addition to
joseph smith testify that they
were exhibited tota them by the
power of god

it hasbaa been represented that the
three last named witnesses subse-
quently apostatized and denied
theirtheirl lonner this is
aaas grossly incorrect aaas the allega-
tion that there were no witnesses
those men having been greatly
favored were tempted in a corres-
pondingponding degree anandd failing to
endure were severed from the
church but they never dedeniednid
their statement concerningconcern ipg the
plateplatess and the heabeaheavenlyvenly manifes-
tations in relation to them on
the contrary they always main-
tained the truth ot their testimony
under every circumstance two
of them oliver cowdery and mar-
tin harris returned to thetha church
and died within its fold reiterating
their first testimony to the last
the article in the post and tribune
states that martin harris did not
follow the mormonscormonsMormons eastward but
oremafremaremainedined nearneat hisbis home where he

died two years ago this is also
inaccurate martin harris came
to utah asking forgiveness for hirhis
faults was received into the church
and died lnin cache valley in this
territory bearing testimony of the
truth of the book of mormon
david whitmer has not yet return-
ed to the fellowship of the church
but like the other two witnesses
when questioned concerning the
bok otof mormon repeats hishia former
statement in the firmest manner
and si far as we are aware and
we have conversed with many per-
sons who have interrogated him
he has never dcdeniednied hishia original
Ustestimony in the least degree

thetherere iaIs one point connected
lithwith this argument about the ex-
pulsionagmon from tiietile church of the
three witnesses which our appon

not appear to perceive ifthese persons were in league with
joseph smith to palm upon
the world aaas a divine reve
lation ait work written or adadopt-
ed

opt
with intention to deceive

would the chief conspirator have
had the temerity to
catecato his chief associates in crimeancri meon
ttheirheir infraction of the rules of hishia
churmchurch does not the fact of his
dealing with them asits with ordinary
members prove if it proves any-
thing that the notion of aracy between those four persons isa fallacy andaud if they were not

conspirators and deedecdeceiverselverseivers does it
not follow that their testimony is

the article closes with a repeti-
tion of the solomon spaulding
story which has been so often re-
futed during the last thirty years or
more that we will not waste space
upon the matter further than this
the connection between the sup-
posed spaulding and hisbis manu
script about thetie lost ten tribes
and joseph smith and the book of
mormon is always madomade to be bidhid
ney bigdonrigdon he is represented as
a printer in the office
abere thethib manuscript was said to
have been deposited and to have
cooked it up with joseph smith
into the book of mormon passing
by the fact that the book of mor-
mon laIs not a history of the lost ten
tribes and only mentions them
once and that incidentally it is
well known that sidney rigdon
never saw joseph smith nor hadbad
any connection with this church
until after the book of mormon
had been printed for somebome time
sidney rigdon a
preacher was converted to mor-
monism by parley P pratt and
the latter was not baptized until
september 1830 several months
after the book wabwaa published el-
der pratt first saw the prophet
joseph smith at manchester new
york and being sent by him on a
missionmiss loil to the western states on
his way met sidney bigdon in
ohio to whom he presented the
book of mormon and whom with
many other Campbellites he con-
vinced cfof its truth this is well
established history

those who desire to devise or ac-
cept some plausible storyetory of the
origin of the book of mormon
should be shy of suchbuch silly inven-
tions as the spaulding nonsense
yetvet it Is from to
per and standard print
it with the utmost gravity when
the story was started it wasaaswas explod-
ed and BOso entirely shatteredshuttered that its
inventors never touched it again
butbul of0 late years it has been picked
up and patched together as the
only means by which the produc-
tion of such a work as the book of
mormon by an uneducated youth
can be accounted for all that any
person neednixed do to disprove the
spaulding story to his own entire
satisbatissatisfactionfacmon ieIs to hear it carefully
and then read the book of mor-
mon

the testimony of witnessesthe of
that book cannot be gainsayergainsayed nor
disproved they could have no ob-
ject in making it except to tell the
truth jtit was pecuniary ben-
efit to them they had no prospect
of reaping tnyganyiny reward for labutit but
perpersecution and contumely and
it stands todayto day unproven and un-
shaken as a witness to this genera-
tion of the work commenced for
the consummation ofall thinthiogsand
of the re opening of the longjoni lost
communication of manmat with his
maker rhethe mormon bible is the
same eibiebible that all christian sects
profess to believe the book of
mormon corroborates and supports
the jewish record but does not
supplant it and both unite in bear-
ing testimony to all nations jew
andaudaud gentile that jesus is the christ
and that the day of his everlasting
dominion is near at handband

BE NOT DECEIVED

the chicago tribune has been
sold by its cleveland correcorrespon-

dent
spon

in a longiong letterjetter dated the
int he gives an account otof a

visit to a relative of the late EEDD
howe in lake county and a
search among the papers leftloft by

the deceased resulting in the
discovery of two letters from john
spaulding and henry lake which
are transcribed in full and make
about half the letter the late
E D howe still lives in lake
county and as the readers of the
herald have seen within a few
days is quite a lively corpse the
two letters copied with so much
care by the tribunes correspondent
can betie found on page of
howes Mormormonismmonis in envall 0d
published in 1834 which lospocis spokent n
of by the correspondent as a book
called history of mormonism

the above is from the cleveland
herald there are a good
many papers besides the chicago
tribune which are too eager to ac-
cept anything which reflects on

mormonism and therefore ex-
pose themselves to deception and
open their columns to the most
appapparentareni falsehood and folly

these discoveries of old letters
which have been published by
thousands of copies and of the

original book of pailpall which
has been duplicated inla stereotype
and issued in several editions
ought to be too transparent to de-
lude experienced journalists

when gentlemen of the press
wish to obtain information on the
subject of mormonism and the

mormonscormonsMormons would it not be better
to seek for it in reliable sources
than to snap up anything that is18

presented so long aaas it Is unfavora-
ble to that system and people 2

ththe facts in relation to both
can be ascertained from the
works of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints pub-
lished at this office and the cuncur-
rent history of the people who at-
tract so much attention in both
hemispheres may be learned
through the columns of this paper
there is no need for any editor in
the country to remain in the gross
Ignoignorancerancel on these matters which
beclouds most of their minds nei-
ther is there any excuse for their
publication of so many absurd mis-
representations of our doctrines and
practicesiceslees our past career and pres-
entnt designs they might as well
seek for an exposition of turkish
policy from the russian invaders
or of bayeshayes course with the south
from a disappointed northern office
seeker as to expect facts in relation
to mormonismniam and uheiho 11moralor
mons from prejudiced persons er
those interesteu in the success of
antagonistic denominations the
particulars can be learned fromafromm the

mormonscormonsMormons themselves and the
investigators can then frame their
own arguments and form theirthel ownrown
conclusions

EDITORIAL NOTES

the population of australia at
the last census was the
population ortsofits capital melmeibournerne
is

according to le monde bussebusso
the following captures bayehaye been
made byuy russia during the present
war with turkey cannon 29

and officersderd

sumner howard united states
district attorney for utanutah metho-
dist missionary confession peddler
anti mormon crusader fifth ratetate
lawyer and nimble fee grabber has
resigned his first named position
amen

the bullion shipments from sil-
ver reef in southern utah from
august 1877 to january ath
1878 amount to so80 we
learn by telegraph todayto day ththiss
in the winter betsonsetsefseasonson is ia pretty
good showing for one mining dis-
trict of utah

I1 AL sawBawsawtelletelletelie who was at one
time a namemberember of the salt lake
stock compancompany is in sanpeteSanpete on
bishis way to this city he expectexpectsto
pplayI1ay at some of the settlements on
the route the drama is not
very lively in the territory just
now

the next astronomical item of
more than ordinary interest is thoihoth
transit otof mercury which takestabes
place on the ath of next may the
french government has made atar-
rangementsrangements for a scientific observa-
tion of the transit and will sendtend
an expeditexpeditionilonlion to sanban frailFratifraneiscofranciscocisco
which will be the best point ol01

i view
apropos of the coming struggle

in which germany is likely to take
bidesaides with russia a berlin journal
boasts that the german fleet
though less in number than the
french or english navy is supe-
rior in material and artillery as
well as in the skillloolofof its efmeffmeersofficers
and the completeness of itsita equip-
ment

putting up stovepipesstovepipes is adiafian exas-
peratingpe task for irritable people
generally it is a comical proceed-
ing but in a recent instance re
suited in a tragedy AA man named
cheney with his father in law
snyder while fixing some intracta-
ble joints in lancaster pa
relied fought and cheney was
killed piping times those

ingratitude iaIs a heinous crime
what do you think of thetho return for
kindness made by a girl in augus
tais ga a short time since she
jumped from a bridge into a river
a man who sawBAW the rash actset res-
cued her and on her attempting to
do it again restrained her she
turned round and hadbad him arrested
for assault

I1 I1

courtney the ameamericanamerleanlicati oaoars-
man

ro
has challenged trickettkettbett of

australia to row with him for
the championship ofot the world
trickett picks up the glove he
will pull on any neutral water in
the united states for a thousand
pounds sterling it is expected
that the match will come off andalid
will attract a world wide interest

0 according to thel armyaimy registerBegreg isterlster
the united states army colaisconsists3 of

men this number includes
2286 commissioned officers ratherbather
a big lot of officers forfur so small a
number of privates about one for
every eight the worst part of it
is that theuaythe pay of the offmeersofficers foots
up a sumeum greater than the pay of
the menmeli

on the 2ndand dinst we received the
first number of the saltgait
pendentpeadent but have seen BOno more
of tiietile newrnnewbornnew bornborr infant does the
child still lavtlivi if BO its nurseseliadhad
better bebb sendingbending it round for in-
spectionspeetspecspeetionfon and letjet the carrier mailmalt it
or bring it inside the office it is
igo tendertedder to be thrown on the
ground this frostyfrosts weatherweather

our latest dispatches indicate the
triumph ofbf the war spirit in en-
gland ifit john bull steps in be-
tween the great bearbearbbl the north
and its ppreyrey in the south there
will be a rush of the other animals
to either side and all europe will
be involved in thothe struggle the
events of the next few days will
be momentous the signs areere
vivid for avi general european con-
flictt

nebraska boasts a volcano 4 it is
in dixon county thirty six miles
from biouxsioux city near the banks of
the muddymaddy missouri steam and
flames escape from a bluff about

feet high sloping towards the
river however
considers the disturbances nolnoi
strictly volcanic but the result of
chemical action and the
bluff will furnish alum and other
salsaisaltsbaltsto in commercial quantities

the police of new york were
puzzled for a jong time to find out
which expert sneak thief was re-
lieving ladlesladies of their pocket books
in a certain dldistricttriet otof the city
about 22000 had been stolen with-
in ten adaya A few darsdaja ago they
caught the culprit in the act it1
proved to be a bright intelligent
girl nine years old who had been
observed playing in the neighbor-
hood for juvenile depravityvity new
york beats the world butbulbut boston
takes the lead in boy murderers

A minneapolis doctor namednamed
tanner for the purpose of showing
howlinghow lung a man can live without
food announces that behe has tastedfasted
for six weeks he oroffersera tolo repeat
the experiment under the closest
surveillance for 1000 to be
subject to his order and to be
devoted to charitable purrpurposesases as Aa
committee shall direct he agrees
to abstainn from food tctallytotally if
tanner can do this skeptics will
have no cause for doubting the 4040
days and nights fasting recorded
in holy scripture

the transcript claims that cali-
fornia is ahead of all the statesstites of
the union in newspaper and peri-
odical literature and gives the fol-
lowing figures to prove it there
are now published in san francisco
voili daidaJdailiesileslles 4842 weeklies 1 semi-
weekly and 15 monthlies and semi
monthlies in the state there are
published journals and periodperiodi-
calscaiscals of which 47 are daily papers
the average circulation is 2035
thathe number of coplescopies printed each
year to each inhabitant is 90 being
the highest averageja of any state in
the union the avaverage for newnow
york is 89 and for massachusetts
1979 the general average is

1
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latest boy murderer who
shot a little fellow because he in-
sulted him obtained his inflated
notions of wounded honor and
hishia fascination for plpistol80 practice
from reading dime novelsnevels the
heroes of which he admired BOso
much that behe burned to imitate
their exploits now parents let
your boys and girls read the
able trash till their minds are
poisoned and their senses are per-
verted and then when they plunge
into mischiefand crime and infamy
wonder where on earth they learn-
ed such wickedness and howbow they
inherited such a disposition

if the pall uailmail gazelle Is to be
credited rusia iais not only opposed
to turkish rule but to the turkish
habit of temperancetemperarleaallea The revenues
of the czar are largely made up of
taxes on liquors the tax being
railedraised exorbitantly a large numnuna

berher of imbibersibers swore off drink-
ing and swore against paying the
taxtar those who took the pledge
were prosecuted and punished and
iniii some cases the emmiofficeracerta of the lawliw
forced liquor down the offenders
throats russia will have a4 nine
nieldfield for such christianizing efforts
among the mohammedan abstain
ersera uniesunless the march to constanti-
nople is inirarrestedrested by some of the
great powers
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QUARTERLY conference
1

the quarterly conference of the
priesthood of the salt lake stake
of zion commenced pursuant to
adjournment inire the fourteenth
ward assembly rooms on baturbalur
day jan 1878 at 10 amamo

present on the stand in the
coursecoursel of the proceedings

of the twelve apostle president
john taylor and elders wilford
Wowoodruffdruff orson pratt
george Q cannon and joseph F
smith

patriarch john smith
of the presiding bishopric ed-

ward hunter 1 1

of the residency of the stakestate
angus M cannon david 0 cal-
der and joseph BE taylor

A large representation ofot the
priesthoodPIsthod from all the wards in
the stake were presentpresentkent

remarks were make in the morn
ing by eldeideldereiderer wilford woodruff on
the bnellbenefitsts likely totbt flow from the
more perfect organization of the

i priesthood the encouraging pro
agressgrossgress being anade in the building of
temples and the responsibility de-
volving upona the saints generally
and more especially the priesthood

elder orson hyde gave an en-
couragingcou raging and instructive address
on the duties of the saints instead
of repining forlorforthethe errors of our past
livelives and desiring to live them oyerover
we should begin and live them
over now thus proving our sincer-
ity ayourby our works

the clerk then read the statisti-
cal report of the stake forfon the past
quarter

president angus AL cannon
hoped the bishops wouldi bettiesettle the
tithing at the beginbeginningning of the
year that the people may feel
the necessity btof being prompt
in other stakes the icc
port thointheir tithing business to
the tremPrempresidentident of the stake but
having the presiding bishorbishop here
the bishops of ibis blakeslakeiarelareare requir-
ed to make suchbuchsuchsubh reports to him hehd
waswabwas gratified with the spirlspiritmaufMantmanmau
restedbundayby those interested indi banbunsun-
day

san-
day

sun-
da

san-
daday schools the young ienalenslena mu-
tualin1 I improvement associations
the reliefbelief societies and youngtoung
ladlesladies mutual improvement asso-
ciationsclatciati I1 ons allailal of which areaire organized
in almost every ward in thuthe stake
and areard great levers for good in the
midst of thu saints commended
ththee efforts of the county courtcoult in
organizing11 companies for the pupur-
pose

r
0 of0 f ainzmingtaking out canals thus fur-o tur-o fur-

nishingng labor for many who could
not ftuerotherwisewise obtain it and giving
all a chance to procure land on easy
terms the brethren should exer-
ciseeiseelse iia spirlspiritt of generosity and so far
as possible place it in the power of
their poorer brethren to obtain land
and then instruct them to
propproperlyierly cultivate it jtit was the
duty of the bishop to look after his
ward as a father behe should endea-
vorv0r to find for his people
to do for it is hisbis calling to look
after the tamtimtemporal as well as the
spiritual interests of hisbis flock

the reports from the home mis-
sionariessiobiosionslonnarlesaries were encouraging anhanaand
thetherere seemed to bo a disposition
among them to discountenance
everything that tends to sin and
to urge the saints to a faithful per-
formanceformance of the duties of todayto day

Upwardupwards of forty quorquorums efof the
priesthood had been organized
since our conferenceConfertncenee

1
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which are deacons quorumsqu 8 theuagil0offices of0 priest and teacherea being
but poorly represented
he trtrusted thebushaps would

I1
seek

to make the meeksmeeta of the quo
ruma interesting so60 that there
would be moremo inducement to the
young memenn to attend them thanwin
places of am usementok 7 ice I1

adjourned till 2 Ppmpl
2 p m

after tho usual openopeningng exercises
the general authorities of the
church and the local authorities of
the salt lake stake of zion were
prpresentedresented by president joseph EB
taylor and unanimously ssustainedjustained
asfis previously published jnja the
DESERET NEWSnewe with the following
additions and changes

A W was sustained
president of ther


