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EDITORIALS.
3 THE ‘:MORHOI'; BIBLE.”

AN article has been going the
roands of the papers about ‘“the
original Mormon Bible.”” 1t started
in the Detroit Pust and Tribune, a
reporter of which interviewed Ma-
jor J. H. Gilbert, of Palmyra, who
claims to nave set up in type nearly
all the matter for the first edition
of the Book of Mormon, and worked
it off on & hand press. He has the
unbound sheets as he took them
from. the press and exhibits them as

a great curiosity.

There is a great deal of nonsense
talked about this first edition. It
is said to be a very rare book, and
in many respects essentially differ-
ent from the subsequent editions.
There are quite a Rumber of copies

of the first edition of the book in
this Territory, and its contents are
substantially identical with all
other editions of the work. The
chief difference is in the printing
and binding, which are better in
the later editions than in the first.
The article to which we refer
states that **nobody but Joe him-
self ever saw the golden tablets.”’
It is evident that the writer of this
statement is ignorant of the histo-
ry of the book and of the facts in
the case, and that he has never ex-
amined the work about which he
talks =0 positively. The book is
prefaced with the testimony of
Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer
and Martin Harris, who state with
words of truth and soberness that
an aopgel of God came down from
heaven and showed them the plates
and the engravings thereon, while
the voice of God declared to them
that the record was translated by
the gift and power of God. And
lest this testimony might be object-
ed to, as partaking too much of the
supernatural, the testimony of eight
witnesses is appended who state
that Joseph Smith had shown
them the plates, which they handl-
ed with their hands. Thus eight
persens saw the p'ates naturally,
and three others in addition to
Joseph Smith tastify that they
were exhibited to them by the
power of God. 1
[t has been represented that the
three last named witnesses subse-
quently apostatized and denied
their former statéments. This is
as grossly incorrect as the allega-
tion that there were no witnesses.
Those men, having been greatly
favored, were tempted in a corres-
ponding degree, and failing to
endure were severed from the
Church.  But they never denied
their statement concerning the
plates and the heavenly manifes-
tations in relation to them. On
the contrary, they always main-
tained the truth of their testimony
under every circumstance. Two
of them—Oliver Cowdery and Mar-
tindHarris—returned to the Church,
aud died within its fold, reiterating
thelr first testimony to the last.
The articlein the Post and Tribune
states that Martin Harris did not
follow the “Mormons® eastward but
““remained near his home where he
died two years ago.” This is also
inaccurate. Martin Harris came
to Utah asking forgiveness for his
faults,was received into the Chureh
and died in Cache Valley in this
Territory, bearing testimony of the
{ruth of the Book of Mormon.
David Whitmer has not yet return-
ed to the fellowstip of the Church
but, like the other two witnesses,
when questioned concerning the
Bosk ot Mormon repeats his former
siatement in the firmest manner,
and, s» far as we are aware, and
we have conversed with many per-
sons who bave ionterrogated him,
he has never denied his original
testimony in the least degree,
There is one peint connected
with this argument about the ex-

pulsion from the Chureh of the |

three witnesses, which our oppon-
eénts do not appear to perceive. Ir
these persons were in league with
Joseph Smith, to palm upon
the world as a divine reve
lation a work written er adopt-
ed with iotention to deceive,
would the chief conspirator have
had the temerity_to execommuni-
cate his chief associates in erime,on
their infraction of the rules of his
church? Does not the fact of his
dealing with them as with ordinary
members prove, if it proves any-
thing, that the notion of a conspi
racy between those four persons is
& fallacy? And if they were not

apparent

conspirators and deceivers does it
not follow that their testimony is
true?

The article closes with a repeti-
tion of the Bolomon BSpaulding
story, which has been so often re-
futed during the last thirty years or
more that we will not waste space
upou the matter further than this:
T'he connection between the sup-
posed BSpaulding and Bis manu
seript about the ‘““Jost ten tribes,”
and Joseph Bmith and the Book of
Mormor is always made to be Sid-
ney Rigdon. He is represented as
a printer in the Pittsburg office,
where the manuscript was said to
have been deposited, and to have
cooked it up with Joseph Smith
into the Bouk of Mormon, Passing
by the fact that the Book of Mor-
tnon is not a history of the ““lost ten
tribes” and only mentions them
once and that incidentally, it is
well known that Sidney Rigdon
never saw Josgph Smith nor had
any connection with this Church

until after the Book of Mormon |

had been printed for some time.
Sidney Rigdon, a Campbellite
preacher was converted to ““Mor-
monism” by Parley P. Pratt, and
the latter was not baptized until
September, 1830, several months
after the Book was published. KEl-
der Pratt first saw the Prophet
Joserh Smith at Manchester, New
York and being sent by him on a
mission to the Western BStates, on
his way met BSidney Rigdon in
Ohio, to whom he presented the
Book of Mormon, and whom, with
many other Campbellites he con-
vinced ef its truth, This is well
established history, |
Those who desire to devise or ac-
cept some plausible story of the
origin of the Book of Mormon,
should be shy of such silly inven-
tions as the BSpaulding nonseuse,
Yet it is copied from paper to pa-|
per, and standardCyclop e dias print

it with the utmost gravity. When
the story was started it ~as explod-
ed and so entirely shattered that its
inventors never touched it again.
But of late years it has been picked
up and pawched together, as the
only means by which the preduc-
tion of such a work as the Book of
Mormon by an uneducated youth
can be accounted for. All that any
person need do to disprove the
Spaulding stery to his own entire
satisfaction is, to hear it carefully
and then read the Book of Mor-
mon,

The testimony of the witnesses of
that book cannot be gainsayed nor
disproved. They could have no ob-
ject in making it except to tell the
truth. It was of no pecuniary ben-
efit to them. They had no prospect
of reaping any reward for it but
persecution and contumely. And
it stands to-day unproven and un-
shaken as a witness to this génera-
tion of the work commenced for |
the consummation ofall things,and
of the re opening of the long lost
communication of map with his
Maker. 'he “Mormon Bible” is the
same JBible that all Christian sects
profess to believe. The Book of
Mormon corroborates and supports
the Jewish record, but does not
supplant it, and both unite in bear-
ing testimony te all nations, Jew
and Gentile, that Jesus is the Christ

These “discoveries” of old letters—
which have been published by
thousands of copies, and of the
‘‘original Book of Mormon” which
has been duplicated in stereotype
and jsswed in several editions

ought to be too transparent to de- |

lude experienced journalists.

- When gentlemen of the press . According to the Aimy Register,

wish to obtain information on the
subject of “Mormonism” and the
‘““Mormons,” would it not be better
to seek for it in reliable sources,
than te snap up anything that is
presented so long as it ls unfavora- |

ble to that system and people?
The facts in relation to both
can be ascertained from the |

works of the Church ef Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, pub-
lished at this otfice. And the cur-
rent history of the people who at-
tract so much attention in both
hemispheres may be learned
through the columns of this paper.
There is no need for any editor in
the country to remain in the gross

ignorance on Lthese matters which |t

beclouds most of their minds, nei-
ther is there any excuse for their
publication of so many absurd mis-
representations of our doctrines and
practices, our past career and pres-
ent designs, They might as well
seek for an exposition of Turkish
policy from the Russian invaders,
or of Hayes' course with the South
from a disappointed Northern office-
seeker, as to expect facts in relation
to “Mormonism” and the ‘‘Mor-
mons" from prejudiced persons, er
those interesteu in the success of

antagonistic denominations. - The |

particulars can be learned from the
‘““Mormons’’ themselves, and the
investigators can then frame their
own arguments and form theirown
conclusions. -
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The population of Australia at
the last census was 1,742,204. The

is 210,000,

According to Le Monde Russe,
the following captures have been

made by Russia during the present
war with Turkey. 704 ecannon, 29
Pashas and 73,128 officers and men.

Sumner Howard, ! 'nited States
Distriet Attorney for Utan, Metho-
dist missionary, confession peddler,
anti-Mormon crusader, fifth-rate
Jawyer and nimble fee-grabbeér has

| considers

population of its capital, Melbourne, |

resigned his first named position.
Amen.

The bullion shipments from Sil-
ver Reef in southern Utah from
August 31st, 1877, to January 5th,

learn by telegraph to-day. This,
in the winter semson, is a pretty
good showing for one mining dis-
trict of Utah.

I. Al. Sawtelle !who was at one
time a member of the Salt Lake
steck cempany is im Sanpete, on
his way to this city. He expectsto
play at some of the settlements on
the route. The drama is not
very lively in the Territory just
Low.

and that the day of His everlasting
dominion is near at hand.

BE NOT DECEIVED.

The Chicago Tridune has been
‘“sold” by its Cleveland correspon-
dent, In a long letter dated the
22d inst., he gives an account ot a
visit to a relative of the ‘‘late E. D,
Howe,” in Lake county, and a
search among the papers left by
‘“the deceased,” resulting in the
discovery of two letters from John
Spaulding and Henry Lake, which
are transcribed in full and make
about half the letter. The ‘‘late
E. D. Howe” still lives in Lake
county, and as the readers of the
Herald have seen within & few
days, is quite a lively corpse. The
two letters copied with so much
care by the Tridbune’s correspondent
can be found on page 278—282 of
Howe’s ‘*Mormonism Unvailed,”
published in 1834, which is spoken
of by the correspondent as ‘‘a book
called History of Mormonism.”

The above is from the Cleveland
Herald. There are a good
many papers besides the Chiecago
Tridbune which are too eager to ac-
cept anything which reflects on
““Mormonism,” and therefore ex-
pose themselves to deception, and
open their columns to the most
falsehood and folly,

The next astronomieal item of
more than ordinary interest is the
transit of Mercury, which takes
place on the 6th of next May. The

1878, amount to $14,882,72. Bo we/|

| surveillance for $5,000;

French Government has made ar-
rangements for a scientific observa-
tion of the transit, and will send
an expedition to San Francisco,
which will be the best point ol

) view.

Apropos of the coming 'ntruggli,

in which Germany is likely to take | ¥

sides with Russia, a Berlin journal
boasts that the German fleet,
though less in number than the
French or English navy, issupe-
rior in material and artillery, as
well as in the skill of its efficers

and the completeness of its equip-
ment.

Putting up slovepipes is an exas-
perating task for irritable people,
generally. It is a comical proceed-
ing, but in a recent instance re-

sulted in a tragedy. A man named
Cheney, with his father-in-law,
Snyder, while fixing some intracta-
ble joints in Lancaster, Pa., quar-
relled, fought and Cheney was
killed. Piping times, those.

Ingratitude is a heinous crime.
What do you think of the return for
kindness made by a girl in Augus.
ta, Ga., a short time since? She
Jumped from a bridge into a river;
& man who saw the rash act res-
cued her, and, on her attempting to
do it again restrained her. She
turned round and had him arrested
for assault.

Courtney, the American oars-
man, has challenged Trickett, of
Australia, to row with him for
the championship of the world.
Trickett picks up the glove. He
will pull on any neutral water in
the United States for a thousand
pounds sterling. It is expected
that the mateh will come off and
will attract a world-wide interest.

the United States army consists of
20,000 men. This number includes
2,286 commissioned officers. Rather
8 big lot of efficers for so small a
pumber of privates—about one for
every eight. The worst part of it
is that the pay of the officers foots
up a sum greater than the pay of
the men. | -

On the 2nd inst., we received the
first number of the Salt Lake Jnde-

pendent, but have seen mo more |

of the new-born infant. Does the
child still live? Ifsoits nurses had
better be sending it round for in-
spection, and let the carrier mail it
or bring it inside the office, It is
00 tender to be thrown on the
ground this frosty weather.

Our Jatest dispatehes indicate the
triumph of the war spirit in En-
gland. If John Bull steps in be-
tween the Great Bear of the North
and its prey in the south, there
will be a rush of the other animals
to either side, and all Europe will
be involved in the struggle. The
events of the next few days will
be momentous. The signs ere
Eivid for a general Kuropean con-

iet.

Nebraska boasts a volecano. It is
in Dixon County, thirty-six miles
from Bioux City, near the banks of
the mauddy Missouri. Steam and
flames escape from a bluff about
160 feet high, sloping towards the
river. Professor Aughey, however,
the disturbances not
strictly volcanie, but the result of
chemiecal action, and tninks the
bluff' will furnish alum and other
salts in commercial quantities.

The police of New York were
puzzled for a lopg time to find out
which ex
lieving ladies of their pocket books
in a certain distriet of the city.
About $2 000 had been stolen with-
in ten days. A few days ago they
caught the culprit in the act. It
proved to be a bright, intelligent
girl, nine years old, who had been
observed playing in the neighbor-
hood. For juvenile depravity New
York beats the world—but Boston
takes the lead in boy murderers.

A Minneapolis doetor, named
Tanner, for the purpose of chowing
how long a man can live without
food, announces that he has fasted
for six weeks. He offers to repeat
the experiment under the closest
$1,000 to be

subject to his order, and $4,000 to be

devoted to charitable pu rﬁoaes as a
committee shall direct. He agrees
to abstain from food, totally. If

Tanner can do this, skeptics will
have no cause for doubting the 40
days and nights’ fasting recorded
in Holy Beripture. -

The Transcript claims that Cali-
fornia is ahead of all the States of
the Union in newspaper and peri-
odical literature, and gives the fol-
lowing figures to prove it: ‘““There
are now published in S8an Francisco
I$ dailies, 48 weeklies, 1 semi-
weekly and 15 monthlies and semi-
monthlies. In the State there are
published 239 journals and periodi-
cals, of which 47 are daily papers,
The average circulation is 2 035,
The number of copies printed each
ear to each inhabitant is 90, being
the highest average of any State in
the Union. The average for New
York is 89 and for Massachusetts
79. The general average is 32,

Boston’s Jatest boy muarderer who
shot a little fellow because he in-
sulted him, obtained his inflated
notions of “wounded honor,” and
his fascination for pistol practice
from reading
heroes of which bhe admired so
much that he burned to imitate
their exploits. Now, parents, let
your boys and girls read the miser-
able trash till their minds are
poisoned and their senses are per-
verted, and then,when they plunge
into mischief and crimeand infamy,
wonder where on earth they learn-
ed such wickedness and how they
inherited such a disposition.

If the Pall Mall Gazette isto be
credited, Russia is not only opposed |
to Turkish rule, but to the Turkish
habit of temperance. The revenues
of the Czar are largely made up of

pert sneak thief was re- |

ber of {;mbibﬁm ‘‘swore nﬂ;; dring-
ing and swore against paying the
tax. Those who took the pledge
were prosecuted and punished, and
in some cases the officers of the law
forced liquor down the offenders’
throats, Russia will have a fine
field for such Christianizing efforts
among the Mobammedan abstain-
ers, unless the march to Constanti-
nople is arrested by some of the
Great Powers,

—_—————-————
QUARTERLY CONFERENCE.

The Quarterly Conference of the
Priesthood of the Balt Lake Stake
of Zion commenced, pursuant to
| adjournment, inZ the Fourteenth

Ward Assembly Rooms, on Satur-
day, Jan. 5th, 1878, at 10 a.m.

Present on the stand, in the
course of the proceedings:

Of the Twelve Apostles,President
John Taylor, and Elders Wiliord
Woodrufl, Orson Hyde,Orson Pratt,
George Q. Cannon and Joseph F,
Smith. - LM A

Patriarch John Smith. -

Of the Presiding Bishopric, Ed-
ward Hunpter. d

Of the Presidency of the Btake
Apgus M. Cannon, David O. Cal-
der and Joseph E. Taylor. |

A ‘large representation of the
Priesthood from all the Wards iu
the SBtake were precent. i

Remarks were make in the morn.
ing by Elder Wilford Woodruff on
the benefits likely to flow from the
more perfect organization of the
Priesthood, the encouraging pro-
gress being made in the building of
Temples, and the responsibility de-
volving npon the Saints geaerally,
and more especially the Priesthood,

Elder Orson Hyde gave an en.
| couraging and instructive address
on the duties of the Baints. Instead
of repining for the errors of our
lives and desiring tolive them over,
we should begin and live them
over now, thus:-proving our sincer-
ity by our works.

The clerk then read the Statisti-
cal Report of the Stake for the past
quarter. :

President Apgus M. Cannon
bho the Bishops would settle the
tithing at the beginnLing of the
year that the people may feel
the necessity of being prompt,
In other Stakea the Bishops ie-
port _their tithing business to
the President of the Stake, but
bhaving the Presiding Bishop here
the bishops of this Stake are requir-
ed to make such reports to bim. He
was gratified with the spirit mani-
fested by those intereated .n Bun-
day schools, the Young Men’s Mu-
tual Improvement Associations,
the Relief Societies and Young
Ladies” Mutual Improvement Asso-
ciations, all of which are organized
in almost every Ward in the Stake,
and are great levers for good in the
midst of the Saints. Commended
the efforts of the County Court in
urgnninini companies for the pur-
pose of taking out canals, thus fur-
nishing labor for many who could
not otkerwise obtain it and giving
all a chauce to procure land on easy
terms. The brethren should exer-
cise a spirit of generosity, and so far
as possible place it in the power of
their poorer brethren to obtain land,
lnnd.ythen instruct them how to

properly culitivate it, It .was the
duty of the Bishop to look after his
Ward as a father; he should endea-
vor to find sometning for his people
to do, for it is his calling to look
after the temporal as well as the
spiritual interests of his flock.

The reports from the Home Mis-
sionaries were enco ing, and
there seemed to be & disposition

ameng them to discountenance
everything that tends to sin, and
to urge the Saints to a faithful per-
formance of the duties of to-day.

Upwards of forty quorums eof the
Priesthood had been organized
since our last Conference, most of
which are deacons’ gl.ﬂrulgﬂl the
| offices of priest and cher l'wing
but poorly represented.

He trusted theBishops would seek

dime novels, the| s make the meetiogs of the quo-

rums interesting, so that there
would be more inducement to the

| young men to attend them  than
places of amusement or vice,
Adjourned till 2 p.m.

: 7 & Pe M

After the usual opening exercises
the general authorities of the
Church and the local authorities of
the Salt Lake Stake of Zion were
presented by President Joseph E.
Taylor and unanimously sustained,
as previous!y published in the
DESERET NEWS,with the following
additions and changes,

taxes on liquors. The tax being

raised exorbitantly, a large num-/ president of the

A. W. Winburg was sustained
ScandinaviaQ



