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DISCOURSH

BRESIDEAT 60 0. CARNOA,

Delivered in the Tabernacle,
Logan Qily, Surday morn-
ing, August 12, 1863,

[REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.]

The Latter day Baluta aspire to celeatial glory
—All Gur possssiions piaced in our hands
merely esgtowsrds—Is It eppropriate to
wake sa.grlﬂaeu in vlew of glory &ud exalta.

tion we asplre to,and 10 hoid &l thiogs sub~
Ject tothe cuonation of the sexvants of God?
=—0bedlence 1o thePriesthood,and the resulls
tiowing therefroin—The providen oz of God
soon in the eelecilon of o | Hisservanis—
Terples,their object,a0d those who sre en-
titded t0 the blesslngs to bo maniested
therein—0Obedistoe 10 the Prlesihood &
vital tost,

I have listened—as no doubi all
have—with great interest,to the
rematks whicn huve been made by
Brother Joseph F. Smith, and 1
can bear testimony to their truth,
that they are prciitable to wue, and
shouid ba treasured up in our hearis
aud made practical in our Nves.

While he was epeaking, this re.
flection forced itself upon me: What
other people upon the face of the
earlh aepire to the same glory and
the aame exaliation that lhe Latter-

- —

secrate it at any time, s 8 doctrine
tbat I do not think iz tanght in any
other church, or so-cailed charch,
nor ia it belleved fn by spy other

} veople, There are, it is true, people

who indulge in very wild vagaries
nbout property, such as communizts
aod others, but they have no sys-
tem of religlon, they do not believe
in God, they do net believe in the
prineiplea that He teaches and
which we aocept. They would not
carry them out on any such basie,
) Let me ask you, my brethren and
elsters, is it not appropriate that we
should be required to make-—I was
going to eay sacrifice. Well, that fa
a word that i8 2o commonly used
that [ suppose I could Bot use any
other that wonld eonvey the fdea to
your minds clear enc gh. I will
use it, therefore. Is it not appropri-
ate to make sacrifices of this char-
acter consideting who wo aro and
what we are? If we are expezeting
foreach a glory and an exaltation
such as we think about and talk
about und pray for, it acema t3 me

that there zshould be, something to
be done on our part commensurafe
with the expeciations and hopes and
depires that ve entertaln, and I do
not know myself any betier test
that can be brought o bear upon
buman beings than thlzs test to
which allozion has been made this
morning, the test of helding omr-
seives—thz§ i3 our individual per-
sons, with our time and the sability
that God hss given unio us, our

day taints du? Whoat other people
have the same hopes respecting
eternity snd their condition In eter-
nity, and the glory they areto re-
ceive If faithlal in keeplng the com-
mandments of God thut the Latter-
day Sainis have? My acquaintance
wilh manpkind, go far a8 it gues,
teaches me thatofail people now liv-
ing, either in Christendom or hea-
thendom, the Latter-day Baints
excel them al in their hopes, in
their anticipations, in the charae-
ter of the glory tiat they are to
receive, and in tbe promiscs which
arwe seaied upon them. There is not
& mAn ko this room whohas a proper
conception of the Gospel, snd of the
rewards attached to obedience to it,
who doeanot at least hope that he
will atiain unto celestiul glory,
{which means the Gadhead,to be an
neir of Godand s Jolns heir with
Jeans Carist); that he will enter up
on a cereer of exaliation that ghail
not terminate throoghout the end-
less ages of eternity, and that will
place him in the compsny of Him
coneerning whem it 1s  said $5of the
Increace of Hia kirgdom there slhall
be no end-”? And thers i3 not =
woman in this congregation who
has =& proper conceplion or
knowledgze of the promises associated
with the Gospel and with obediencs
theroto, who does not induige,when
sbethinks upon these matters, Ip
similar hopes, and would be very
anbizppy il bae thought she should
b e deprived of that which she an-
ticipaies—1 mean of belug one with
her husband ssa wifeand as a queen
and &8 a priestess throughgut eter-
nity, and stand with him at the
heac of their mutual porterity.
Thbis belng the cuee, iz 1t any
wonder that God makes reqaire-
ments of us and expects a perfec.
tion on our pa:t that is not looked
for nor expeocled of the reab of the
world? We were told this morning
-—aund the truth canno$ ba too ¢ften
repeated in our hesring—that God,
our Eternal Father, has placed sll
these possessions snd blessings—
that is, the possesslons of the earih
and the blessings ccnnecied with
the earth—thst e hss placed them
in our hands merely ss stewards,
aud thet we hold them subjsch to
Him, in other words,in trast for
Him, and that, it He calls upon ns
to use them In any given direction
He many indicate, it 18 our daly as
Hia chiidren, occupying the rela-
tlonship that we dotfo Him, and
with the hopes in our breasts thxg
we have, to hold them entirely sub-
Ject to Him.: There Is not snother
peoplaupon the face of tha earth
that £ Xxnow anythiong about who
aro taught such idess and doclrines
as thege. Ido nut think thz: any
other denominstion of people,either
religions or secular, have such
doctrinea a8 wa have besrd this
morning taught to them respeoting
their daties and thelr obligatlons to
God. Of course you will very fre-
quently bear In sectarian churches
many things condected with this
eubject; that it is the duty of

wiver, our children, snd the posces-
gicna that Gol hud plased in omr
handa to control-—t{o hold nll there
ecbject to His dictation &snd to His
approval,

“Now,” Bays one, %I =zm
quite willing for that; I world
be quite willing to rezeive
all tbat docitine =anod to te
lHeve It if God himszelf were to
come &nd make the reguire-
ment of me. I am quite wlil-
ling that God eheuald distate to me
about my wives and children; and
if He wantz me to use my ialents

and give up my life or to yield up
my property—I am gquite wiilling to
do all there thinga i He will come
and tell me himself, or if He will
send aa angel totell me. PBat §
leck apon my bretbhren who preside
over this Church and I see thsat
they are mortal men arnd I sse that
they do many things thsat morts!
men do, and I have not quite con-
fidence enough in them o dispose
of my propeny &s they may dictate.
They are mortal, ihey are like I
am, snd I do not know whether
they will do the right thing or not.
[ have some doubts abogt that, I
have not got confidence in their
reznagement as business men. Ido
ot know but I have beiter buelness
quslilies myeelf than they have, and
I can manage my own atiairs to bet.
ter advaniagse than they can. I am
not willing, therefore, to do as my
fellow men dietate.”

Now, let meask 13 not that the
secret thought of many minds? I
am zure it is. And yet the same

men who enteriain these thoughts,
and the same women, will go into
this tsmple when it 13 completed
and will 23k at the hands of fhe ser-
vanta of God bleseinge that are iar
beyond sall price when measured by
earthly snbatence, by gold or silver,
or tiat which men conaldsr wvaloa-
ble, Itis astrange tbhice) It is o
strenge feature in the kuman char-
acter; 1f is exhibited svery where; it
i3 not confined to Latter-dey Samfty
ajone; that iaankind are very
willlng to truast men with spir-
ftual things and to  have
confidence in them oineerning
spiritual things, snd have }ittle or
no ¢enfldence In them when it
aitects  their tempors! interests.
There n¥e men—and there masy be
some In this congregaiion — who
have been quife wiiling to submit
to the ordinance of bupiism and rely
upon it us a mesns of salvalion, sa
a means of remitiing their einsg, and
have also been willing to szbmit to
have hands lzid upon them by the
sams individual for the reception of
the Moly Ghost, whe would not
listen to his eounsel concerning
their property. This want of confi-
dence arites in ssme instances from
gelfichness or & lack of feith, and in
others from witnessicg the unwike
conduct of Elders In the mansge.
ment of rmeans. There have baen
Eiders who have gome out in the
world for the purpose of bringing
aoals to the trath who have aoureq
their pilvileges among the people

the rich to help the poor and

and have bortowed mouey sud never

to be benevolent end fo hold ali|repald it. Bueb occurrencsa insplre
things in a way that will please | distrust. And such men Lave tran-
God; but to bring this down to|scended the limi:aorthairsuthority
what we would osil practieal conse- (12 taking this course, They were

oration, to practicaily

consecrate ( 1ot sent out to
thoir wesalth nnd hold it ss thongh il pecple’s affaira,

meddle In this way
to borrow money

they would have fo practicaily con-isnd o things of that charscter; ba

were eent to preach the gospel, and
80 Jong u8 they confined themselves
to their legitimate duties, and did
those things they were sutborized to
do, they were bletsed, the Lord was
with them and their labore resnlted
insalvation to the people. Every man
whoattends =trictly to the duties
ascigned_to him and pertaining to
his Priesthood, and confines himsel!
to thew, is suatained aad upheld of
the Lord. The Elders who have
destroyed confidence by the moth-
ods I have alinded to transcended
their authority, Tha: conatiluted
the differencs between thelr sction
aad tbhe aotion of the man whom
God piaces to preside over His
Church., Can you not zee the dis-
tinction? Ican see thiat a man that
goes cuat as & missionary, as Elders
bave done in the past, often acquires
great inflasnce wita the power of
Glod resting ipon him, snd through
the confldence Lthat power has in-
epired in the midst of the Saints I

can undersiwod that men have
taken advantage of tbat influence
apd have abused the trmst of the
people and bave dune wrong, and
have lezsened thelr jinfluence with
God and with mean, aud have caused

the Bpirit of (ol by that action tof ition.

be withdrawn from them,

could ypoint you, if it

which Gud gave unto him, and

that spo-tacy bacause of such con-
duot a3 I allude to.

They exceeded tie bounds af their

gard to temporal atfairs,

it was his prerogative to do that.
He rtood a3 God’e ambassedor—nat
clothed with the attributes of God,
for he was a morial man; but he
atood a3 the representative of God
apon 1he carth, holding the keys of
tie Kingdom of God apon the earth,
wiith the power to bind on earth
and it shouid be bound in heaven.
He oceopled that position when he
lived, and on his departure another
took his plave upon the earth apnd
stood in precisely the same capacity
to s as & people that Joreph sSmith
did. That was Brigham Young.
When he prssod away another step-
ped forward and toos the same paa-
ition and holds the same keys and
exercizes the same sauthorify and
stands precieely in the eane position
to us that the Prophet Jozeph did
or that the Prophet Briganm did
when he lived upon the earth, Now,
was not Joeeph Smith & mortal
man? Yes. A falilvle man? Yes.
Had he not weaknesses? Yea, he
acknowledged’ them himeself, and
did not fail o pat the revelations on
record in this book [the Baok of Doe-
trine aud Covenants] wherein God
reproved him. weaknesses
were not concealed from the pacple.
He was willipg that peopls ehonld

kpow that he was mortal and had
failings. And eo with Brigham
Youwizg. Was not he & mortal man,
8 man who bad weainssses? He
was not a God. MHe wae not an im-
mortal baing. He was not infellible,
No, he was Iallible. And yet whep
he epoke by the power of God it was
the word of God to this people,
When he sealed & man up to otep-
nal life, he testowed npon kim the
bleeslugs pertaining to eternity and
to the Godbead, or when he dele-
gated othera to’do it in his stead,
God ln ihe eiernal world recorded
the act; the "blestlngas that were
sesled npon ' that man or that
woman, they were eenied to be bing.
ing in thiz life and in that life which
is 1o come, they became psrt of the
records of sternity, and wonld be
fuifilled to the very letter upon the
heads of $hoss apon whom they wers
pronounced, provided thay were
faithful before God and fulfllied their
part of the c¢ovenent. There is no
doubt aboutit. And eoiiis to.day.
There is but one man, (a3 yon have
often heard), st » time on the earth
who holds this authority. Thaers
may baotbers who bave this author-
ity aiso, snd I thank God thetre are
many who held this suthority—that
ls the unthority of the A postleship;
imt they hold it svbordinate tp the
man wio holds the keye, they cannot
exefcise thls mnthority only ss he
+hzl] consent or delegata or nuthoriz=
them io do eo. There is but one
man who haz the rower io exercise
this suthority, to stand, as i¢ were,
in God’s stead, to ba His volce unto
the people, andthatis the man whe

standa at the head and who is Presi-

God in the eelection of

dent and who holds the keys by vir-
tae of the apprintment of God.
God piaces hima there. It is not
man’s act. It 18 God’s providenca,
God kpows the hearts of the chil-
dren of men, By His overruling
providencs He brings this man to
the front or He keeps him in the
rear fust 2z ft pleases Him. I be-
lieve that His providence i3 nver ali
of us and Ha can kill or remove as
He pleases, or Ho can preserve in
life as keemeth good to Him. And
he bas done 0. When the Prophet
Joseph waa slain God,by His overrul-
ing providence, brought the man to
the front who was His cholce to sne.
ceed His zervant, David Patten
was slain at Crooked River, who was
the senior of Brigham Young.
Thomas B, Marsh lost the faith, aleo
the senlor of Brigham Young; buat
Brigham Young waa preserved in
the Erovldenw of God, and when
Hly Prophet was elaln He stepped
forward clothed with the eternal
Priesttood of God, fall of the firs of
the Holy Ghost and the power of
Qod, and the whole people feli that
they stood in the precenca of ¢he
msn whem God had chosesn aod
whom @od kad endowed for the pos-
God goalified him and made

There | him equal to every emergency from f
are many such cases to which 1| that hoar antil the -hoar of his|@pon it as oneof the most
were | death. God was
necessary thia mornlng. No man, | He blessed ever
however, bas dome that In this|to the ¢)unssl
Choreh without losing that power | blessed this entire people,

of His vervant.

and Heltest the Latier-day Samnits u
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chall euch a one raise Lls vy
againgt him and esy that 1t 1575y
the will of God thathe sha}] con
the atlairs of this Churek? Qo
bid!  God forbid that § or any oy
man {n this Church #hould dg Ay
thingof the kind! On the omtny
Jet us be obedient to the vofca ofGi
and to the will of Gud, [r G
tbrough him erys anto us we o,
congecrale Our property, we gy,
hold everything we have subjec,
the will of Ged, if He through
dictates any course of policy, Iy
1t ia my duty as a_servant of iy
submit, it ia my duty to ey
faithfulfy acoording to the will'g
God that which He oaunsl ."J
thxt which Be dictates, If g
has confldence in him, shal o] 5
who sm God’s eervant and g
abild, have similar conﬂdencmv
baiieve in God. X believeGod m;f‘
ages all the atfairs of this Chury
know if Idomy daty He wil) s
me, He will exalt me, and I'ingg
you wili do yoar duty He will dea
the eame for you, And If mer,
whom he chooses ars fallibis, tha 1
His businezs. He requlr g ou:-!-
part obadience to Hia will m it .
made macifest through e mu
whom He hss ¢hosen. o
Now, this s a grest polat, Lef}

W L

his untsiling friend | points connected with our exlis
¥ one who listened | in these mountains, I look ug's

blersed this land under bis(President | never have bren tested—thiy jis

there are men who have aposiatized | Young’s) administration. And we | dootrine of obedience to the
from this Church who brought on | 5now by the cutpouring of the pow- | hood of the Bon of God, T

er and gifts aud gracesof G»d upen

They weze not | us individually as well as an entire | many assaulta are directed iy
warranted jn doing what they did. | psople that he was God’s servant,| wicked. They make if the

chozen by the Almighty to stand at

Priesthood, and in doiog a0 they |the head of His Ciurch. Counld [!JiEcto destroy confidencein Fou
committed eln. But there is zn ay- | not trust that man with anything I | hearts in the Prieathood of te Bt
thority in the Chureh to whom God | kad ?
has given the right to ¢counce] inthe | unworthy cervant of God if I could | confldence; i7 they
affairs of the chiidren of men i re- | 00t havedone to; [

Whoy, I woeuld have been an

When | [ecreant to every principle that I be-
Jcsoph Bmith lived upon {be earth | lieve in if I could not have done so.

Presldent.

buman zppearacces he was asun-
likely to Jive almost as they were
who were already dead. In the
hotest of eammer he was shot to
pleces. The men #ho walted upon
hfm had noidea thai he would Jive.
But bhe did. God brought him
throvgh, But who thought then
that he wouald be the seplor Apeatis
who woonld preside over thia
Church? There were a number his
senjors. In consequence of a mis-
underatanding ana his being senior
in nge Brother Woodiuit’s name
atocd sbove DBrother Taylor’s.
Brother Woadrufl recognized al! the
time that he and Willard Richards
were Dot his eeniors in ordination.
Yresident Taylor had been ordained
to the Apostleship before them, and
when thiz matter was brought be-
fore the President of the Church
(P:esident Young) the names were
put in proper order. Brother Wood-

recogniz=d this as beiog correet,
and if Willatrd Richards had lived
donbtlees he wouid have had the
the same feellngy. But then there
stood Orsen Hyde and O:son Pratt
23 senlors in the quorom. ‘thefr
names preceded bus.

tha$ position? No, they had not, for
reasons I necd not dwell mpon here,
which ought to bs familiar to every
Eider in this Church. Therefore, I
wili merely eay this: that President
John Taylor, Wilford Yoodroff,
and George A. SBmith were bearers
of the spostlezhip at 3 time when

Orson Byde and Orson Pratt did not
hoid that power. Therefore they
were by right their seniors; and
Preslident Young providentislly,
picmpted by the Bpirit of Gud,
made 8 raling which the Twelve ac-
cepted—every msan knowing the
troe siate or Lhe case—an correct,
and placed the names in their order
soins time before his death, making
John Taylor, Wilford Woodruafl, and
George A. Bmith senlors of Oreon
Hyds and of Orson Pratt. In this
manner Qod has brought forward to
the front the man whom He ghose
to be Precidens of the Church. It
is His privilege to chose whom He
ptesge:, The man whom He wauts
preserved Is precerved. When the
Prophets of God were slain, Brother
Teylor’s lite, by the wondeifel provi-
dence of God, was preserved, and
he bas Jived among uwe until this
day. He now atanags in his place sz
itie President of tha Churca, bhoid-
ing the keys and the authority as
sych 10 manage sl the afluirs of the
Church accordiag to God's mind
and will. And shall one who
knows this, who knows ithat God
hss honored him, that God has
chosen him, that God has endowed

bim, tost God bas blesced him—

would have been | your falih; if they eould by a3
power or meane in their
wean you from the Church
Now, watch the providence of |the eeeds or distrust and s
our present | in your minds concerning the
At the time Joseph and | hood or those who bear it
Hyrum were slain, according to all| would sttain the objact thal

Bui had |directed zgainat the Priestho
their names the right to stand in [ It fs, na Isay, the vital poing

no polot to-day against whi

object of their attacks. They v

i

of God. If they conld weaken

could urdumiget

have in view. The man why
the keya I always the object
sault. Hialifeis the fife
most gought alter. He isth
they would strike down if the
the power. They ek to w
the confidence of {he people iz
by all mapner of slandews, sud
every 8ort of falsification, [t isthe
main ot jact of omr enecia s
the reeds of distrnst and

in the midet of the Lt
Bainte, and tuv accomplish this iy
relate all manner of ialeeboo
cerniug thote Wno bear ‘he
hcod of the Bon of God. The
tort every s¢ci. They misre
every word and every epeng
isgiven, They endeavor
everything 'n a falke light
those who read those things e
ually, begin to believe by degrl
that there Ia foundstion for fhe.
that there is semething ¥rong, t
this man or the other man is notfy,.
be trusted, and that tney are d
wrong in yielding obediencs ic
counsels of the Priestheod, b
sobmitting to its contiol. ¥
aware these stfacks are ¢ons

We bave this Temple (
uneatly completed. al &
Lake ls progressing’ very

-
that at Hanpete aleo. fits
building of there Temples wilit:]

about, to & certain extent,s®sti;
zmoung this people. Blessitfigoy,
to be bestowed and "power itk

manifeated In theze building
opinion sach as hsxs pewd
manifested among us &8 A
before. Tha guestion, then
pre«s itself upon our atter
are golng to ke worthp
these blessinge? Who st ¥
be worthy to enter into {hee
ings? With my feelings

never ¢an consent for any
£0 in and receive a fulness
blessings of the overlasiing
in that building oz thoso b
onless I kocw him tobe a
is willing to yield implicite
to the Prilesthood of the Son

eeds,
AT,

Avrd, further, I am not williog .
my presen$ feeling=—I do nﬂ; T
tend to dictate In this matieh re
merely stating my owa P“fm_,
feelings—for any mano fo HzU.“ ol
these bulldings who ia not ¥ 5 @"
bold all he has got snb{cﬂﬁm .
Pyiesthood of the Bon of God 5"
be willing io de with it -
Priesthood shalf diotate. e

Now, these are two vilal pold E
our faith, and in the requlrel_lﬂmih
of the Goapel, that T bellorestl T
ligatory upon us, and W E
“ﬁl urgdelr):?tand onr position W‘dfib:
as to postpone the nnderstand I
this matter for monthe, of for ¥



