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THE DESERET WEEKLY
of the Jelegationgation where american and

periodicals and newspapers
oae every month and a little further

mp the same street there is a clubclaib house
wwhereere one can if he will get a ver-
mouth or a manhattan cocktail and can
amuse himself with billiards in company
with players iromfrom a dozen different
parts of the world

MINISTER J B SILL

I1 think our minister spends the greater
chritpart olof his time in the reading room the
tacact isis I1 never saw him in the club and
I1 dont know that he frequents it he is
more of a student than a club man and
his life has been spent in teaching
school he is now sixty three and he
was born near buffalo his father died
when he was eleven and he had to look
out for himself he got an education
and in some way drifted to michigan
liehe was now for a time superintendent
of the detroit schools and then for ten
years was the head of a female seminary
rwar some years hebe was connected with
the university of michigan and he went

school work to corea dur
ioping his youth he had distinguished him-
self

i

as a farmer being the champion
raker and binder of the neighborhood in
which he livellived and when liehe was ap-
pointed as minister to corea he con-
cluded that he would benefit the coun-
try by improving its stock he bought
IA bull and several cows in california
hadand took them over with him on the
tteamer I1 dont know whether he ex

r peckedfated them to go along as a part of
t t hfI12 pepersonal effects but 1I1 was told in

yokohama japan that when he arrived
there the steamship company charged
bia boo for extra baggage at any
lategate liebe took his cattle to corea and
was surprised to find there a better

cade e of beet than that watch he had
ilvriedaed over six thousand miles of sea
me is rewarded however by having
food milk and butter though in case he

s in the country the extra bagbae
make hisbis coffee cost from1 afeate bill willIthisisin item alone about a dollar a day I1

y alte in seoul at the time mr Ssillill
arrived and I1 called at the legation only

few hourshours afterward an absolutely
staked corean boy was sswingingginging on the

aateosute and I1 found the house turned up
A nitheide down with the ministers effects
curing mycay stay the minister was pre

dentedemed to the king his majesty giving
1

1weaft the honor of an Rudiaudienceence the same
I1 t lyday Mmrr sill made a veryverv good im

ionsion and hisbib majesty told him thatjHressbessiontesS was glad that the president had
ent such a distinguished scholar todepre

sentent him in corea the king spoke at
5 time in the highest terms of dr H
t NV allenalien the secretary otof the legation

whoyno I1hadial acted as minister during the
i and who by the way has done

S amore for america and american inter
eats in corea than any other foreigner

THE KINGS CLOSEST FRIEND

dr allenalien is today the mustmost powerful
jr foreigner in the country he is a modest

0T retiring young man of about forty years
01olof age who was sent out to aia as a

f missionary doctor and who after spend
ing a short time in china went to
coreacore at this time the missionariesmissionariesnarie s
were held in low esteem by the comeansCoreans
and they were working hard to get a
foothold about twelve or thirteen
years ago a gregreata t rebellion occurred in

which kim ok diun and others seized
S theche king and in which the conspirators

nearly killed one of the kinleskings family
prince min yong ik he was almost cuicut

s f

to pieces with swords and his life was
despaired of when dr alien was called
in he appreciated the situation he
knew that he would be charged with
killing the prince if he failed to cure
him and that the princes chances of life
and death hung upon a hair dr allenalien
however concluded to risk it on his
own skill and prince min yonyong iks
vitality he sewed up his woundswounds and
nursed him for days inch by inch and
atom by atom he drew the prince away
from the grave and finally made him a
well man this gave dr allenalien a great
reputation throughout the whole land
he was called to artprescribescribe for the
corean nobles and during the years of
his mission in corea he actually turned
in to the mission funds 5 a year
which he got from his outside practice
the king and queen took his advice on
many matters of foreign policy and
when they sent their embassy to wash-
ington he went along as their confiden-
tial foreign adviser he stayed with
them for some time in washington
winning friends everywhere and after
ward went back to corea as our secre
tary of legation today when any mat-
ter of interest to foreigners isis to be
carried through in corea dr allenalien is
always appealed to through him the
missionaries have found access to the
best classes otof the country and their
work is not confined to the coolies as it
is to a large extent in china dr allenalien
has not been connected with the mis

in any official way for years and
his work has been practical and diplo-
matic rather than religious he is a
man of high education a bornbom diplomat
aandnd thoroughly efficient in every
resrespecthect
OUR AMERICAN GENERALS IN COREA

there are a number of americans
connected with the corean govern-
ment general clarence greathouse is
the foreign adviser to the king and his
majesty consults him on all matters oi
foreign policy his salary is I1 believe
about a year and hebe has a mag-
nificentent establishment with numerous
servants he spends a great deal ot01
his time in the palace and he is con-
nected with many otof the modern re
forms not long ago the king gave him
a rank and I1 believe he has now the
right to wear a gold button under his
ear he is a california man who was
at one time owner oiof the examiner
and who went to japan years ago
as consul general to yokohama he is
a fine lawyer a man of good education
and oueone otof the best storytellersstory tellers in pub-
lic

b
we general williamahilam ace nyedye

who went over to corea to reoreorganize
the army some years ago is still in the
service of the king he took part iniii
the late war in this country and then
wwentent to egypt where he served with
great aisdistinction in the army of the
ichekhedivedive he has now been in coreacorea
about eight years and during that time
his hair and beard have become as white
as snow another american conneconnectedacted
withwilh the army isii colonel F 1 H

who aided in drilling the troops
and who is now at the head of the kings
imperial school he is a bright fellow
and like the other americans who are
connected with his majesty seems to be
willing to wait for nis salary without
very much fuss about its non payment
I1 suppose this matter has been changed
now and the loan which the
kikingkin has made or is trying to maltemake will

1 ealerenable all of the official salary debts to

be promptly paid when I1 was in co
rea however the king owed the ameri-
can officials about dollars and
nearly every foreigner in his service WAS
from one month to a year behindhand

HE BLUFFED THE KING

the only american who was paid upup
promptly at this time was the kings
electrician mr thomas W power a
young washington man who was just
about completing the putting of an elec-
tric light plant into the palace his
majesty is very much afraid of assassi-
nation he has two great palace cities
each of which contains between five
hundred and a thousand acres of build-
ings and which are about two miles
apart mr power had put two thous-
and incandescent lights into these pal-
aces and hundreds of them are kept
blazing iromfrom five in the evening
until six in the morning his
majesty does all of his business at night
and he never sleeps in the dark he
goes almost crazy it he have
light and his situation is really so dan
berous that he cant afford to do without
it

the light plant which hashad been put
inin isis one of the finest in the east it
came from america and was so well
put up by mr power that one of the
dancing girls could have run it the
comeansCo reans in fact had been managing the
machinery lorfor several weeks and the
officials thought that ththe lightelight was com-
ple e and those to whom the king had
handed the money for mr power held
it back and refused to giveive it to him
he protested and waited forfor a few days
they showed no signsagns of paying his
salary until at last one night when the
king was in the midst of his state busi
ness with his officials about him ththe
lights went out couriers were at once
dispatched to the plant and the comeans
in charge were asked what was the
matter they could not tell they
pointed to the machinery it was run-
ning beautifully but there was no light
mr power I1 was toldlold had merely dis-
connected the dynamo by taking out a
hidden screw which left the wheels
running as usual but which produced
no light the king was enraged at his
officials but not at mr power he knew
nothing about the salary having been
kept back but he simply told the high
corean noble who had charge of this
department that if the light was not at
once produced hisbis headbead would be
chopped off this would also necessi-
tate the cutting oftoff of oth r heads and
within an hour mr powers money was
inin his hand and he had a lot of corean
nobles on their knees about him beg-
ging him to use his magic and bring
the light to the king he held off for a
time but was finally persuaded and
having turned the comeans out of the
light plant he inserted the screw andoandi
prestol the palace blazed with the rays
of electricity there was no trouble
after this about mr powers salary and
he steadily grew in influence he had
charge otof the kings armory and re-
paired his gatling guns he was about
to build an electric railroad from seoul
to the han river when the present
rebellion broke out and everything
stopped

THE missionaries
there is a large colony of missionaries

in seoul and there are missionary sta
eions at the leading seaports of the
country the field is taken up almost
entirelyeu by the presbyteriansrians and mothmeth


