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Ztylikelikeilke bearing myiny testimony to the
gospel of the son of god and havehavo itupon
myilly mind to impress on the latter day
mainla one particular item ofour faith and
that is to take a course to possess the spirit
of thgLord according to your experience
andrineandaud mine you cannot understand the things

but by the spirit of god it we were
to examine thecharacter of the jews in the
days of the savior we would learn this one
fact thattiethabthat the people at that time were
about as destitute of the spirit of the lord
as any nation ever need be in our day it
seems that the spirit will actactuallyhallybally prompt
people to liberal thinking ing to liberal ac-
tions and to liberal government and not to
be as suppressive as they were in the days
of the jewish nation and other nations that
then bore rule although in christendom
there have been times when governments
havehaye been very oppressive and when theiho
people were obliged to think as they were
told and when the doctrines they believed
in must be according to the precepts and
teachings of priests but the present age is
mormore liberaleliberal the time has come when the
lord iais commencing to pour out his spirit
uretheupon the people accordingcc to the words
0of tlthe prophet the time is to come when the
Sspiritirit of the lord shall be poured outupon
allail flesh he says your sons and your
daughters shall prophecy your old men
shall dream dreams your young men shall
see visions and also upon the servants and
upon the handmaidshandhanOmaids inlri those days will I1
pour out my spirit this appears to be
the commencement and I1 am very thank
fulfuifulforforitit still according to the experience
of those who examine themselves and the
operations of the different spirits upon
themselves we learn that the power of evil
is very great and we are more given to it
than to possess the spirit of christ yet
the spirit of the lord enlightens every
man that comes into the world there is
no one that lives upon theeartathetho earth but what
smoremore or less enlightened by the spirit

otheof the lord jesus it is said of him that
he is the light of the world he lightethfeth
every man that comes into the world and
every person at times has the light of the
spirit of truth upon him

when we look at the conduct of the jews
and of the romans in jerusalem and other
nations around among whom jesus travel-
ed we find that it was very little influenced
bbyy tthosehose mighty miracles that we think
talktalk and preach so much about I1 mean
the christchristianilanilau world they cry to their
hearers look at the savior look at his
acts behold his doings I1 what miracles
ho wrought I1 how he suffered for us
and so on what did the jews or romanskomans
care about all this did they believe in
him it appears not arbutor but very few of
them and as we have just been hearing
itwas the same among the multitudes who
followed him although he fed them and
they saw his miracles yet they understood
nothing of the power by which his mighty
works were accomplished it was just so
with the young man who was born blind
whom the savior healed who opened
your eyes said the scribes and charl
sees why this man who is going about
prepropreachingching abowho says he is thothe savior the
son of god the king of the jews 7 the
priests replied that is nonsense you do
not pretend to say that this man opened
youryoure eyesyest well all I1 know about itis
that he spat on the ground and made a lit-
tle mortar from the clay and anointed my
eyes and before that I1 waswag blind but now
I1 see well do nounot believe oaon him he
is an impostor he is deceiving the people
and when we examine and understand the
facts in relation to this personage whom we
callcail the savior of the world there were not
strange to say aaas many personspersona believed
on him as have believed on joseph smith
in the latter days not that joseph was the
savior but he was a prophet As he said
once when someonesome one asked him are you
the saviorsavior no butibutI1 can tell youyon whatisiamIsI1 am iamlamI1 am his brother so we eancan saybay
butbat joseph was a prophet and so we
fy declaring that we know it but how
in the world do you know it because
somebody has made clay and anointed
yourour eyeroyereyes 7 no the young man did notinowknow the real character of thepersonage by
whom his eyes were opened nor he never
would know unless the holy ghost atie
spirit of revelation restedrooted upon him to such
a degree astoasmoas to manifest to him that jesus
WMwas the christ
V this is a matter that we should well con
hideralder jesus fed the multitudes miracu-
lously he walked on the water healedhealea the
SICsickbickki gave sight to the blind hearing to the
deardeal alidarid raised the dead to life but what
ofal this did it prove that rebe was the
chrisiphnisirisi I1 recollect once when on my
travelstraveis bearinghearing some divines try to prove
that everybody ought to believe on the

christ because of the miracles
hiahlaHwwroughtrought when they had argued
some timetidie alookI1 took the liberty of saying

gentlemen who were they who testified
of thesethre great miracles that you speak of
it wawas auih Eeldereldenaderider in israel who was arguing

hithbithwith1ith them and trying to prove to their
tvgrinds1ads thilthat j-joseph was called of god to

eebopen up this last dispensation they

spurnspurned veryery ld ignored every
scripture batthathat wasas brought forward but
yetet they said we ought to believe on thedoialordnord jesus christ because of his great
miracles who were they said 1I who
testified of these mlmiraclesmaraclenaclenacie I1 will return
youyau your own words you say that this
gentleman is one of joseph smiths disci-
ples and a party concerned and hasbas an in-
terest in establishing the ffactlct that he was
a prophet and waswaa called of god if hebe is
a Ppartyeartyarty concerned were not peter paul
and jude parties concerned and when youyon
get the names of all who have written in
the new testament eight in number
you find they were all interested in estab-
lishing the divinity of the savior they were
all parties concerned and had an object in
view in endeavoring to establish the fact
that he was the sasaviorvior this gentleman
has told you that there are twelve men
who testify that they saw the plates from
which the book of mormon was written
they saw and handled these plates audaua they
witness to the world that the bookboo of mor-
mon is true here are twelve living men
who can be spoken to against eight men
who have been dead for about seventeen
hundred years well but these great
miracles these wonderful

I1 do notmot wish to speak the least deroga-
tory to the character of him or whoever
performed these miracles in the name of
the lordllord but I1 mention this to show how
mens minds are wrought upon and how
they look at things in my conversation I1
asked thosethese gentlemen if they believed the
bible yes andtheythoy were very fervent in
bringing forth the great miracles of moses
who was called to lead the children of is-
rael well what did moses dodot why
so and so and you say that jesus raised
the dead yes isyouif you will turn to
the old testament you will find that a
certain woman called the witch of endor
raised up samuel the prophet did jesus
ever raise uptip a prophet they had to
acknowledge that he did not what greater
work did jesus do than a witch that our
fathers in massachusetts used to hang up
by the neck and burn or make them swim
across the bay and if they went across that
was proof they were witches or wizards
and if they could not get quite across but
sank they might possibly be innocent
but they were at the bottom of the sea
what proof have you that jesus wrought
any greater miracle than the witch of
endor a wicked woman who to please
wicked saul brought the prophet samuel
from his gravegravel

well now examine the character of the
savior and examine the characters of those
who have written the old and new testa-
ments and then compare with them the
character of joseph smith the founder of
this work thethel man whom god called and
to whombhora he gave the keys of priesthood
and throughglixii whom he has established hishia
church and kingdom for the last timetidie and
you will find that his character stands as
fair as that of any mansindans mentioned in the
bible we can find no person who pre-
sents a better character to the world when
the facts are known than joseph smith jr
the prophet and his brother hyrum
smith who waswag murdered with i timairam

I1 will come now to my text aaenhain and
will ask the latter day saints do ouon inowknow
that joseph smith was a Prop iletliet yes
how do you know it why natherfather and
mother say it is so elder suehsuch a oneono says
it is so and I1 believe it they prove their
doctrine by the bible and I1 am forced to
believe the bible through the traditions of
the fathers and these elders establish the
truth of their doctrines beyond all contro-
versy from Scripscripturetureturo and I1 cannot deny it
hence I1 believe mormonism or the gospel

nownov the question is how much good
will it domedo me to believe the gospel on the
evidence of others without possessing the
spirit of the gospel this Is a question
that I1 can answer very readily there is
no man or woman on thetho earth that will
live according to the law of god but will
possesssess the spirit of god this answerspo
ththe question but suppose we believe and
we do not quite live this law we em-
brace the gospel we gather up with the
saints and yet we live in the neglect ofour
duty and beneath our privileges we do
not call upon the father in the name of
jesusJesu with that sincerity and earnestness
necessary to bring down the revelations of
the lord upon us and we live in this man-
ner for days and years together by and by
something or other comescornea along that we do
not like we cannot understand it we have
not the spirit to understand it and conse-
quently we reject this and reject that and
if the church is just right and its leaders
are0 justust right why the individual is not
nightrightt and he turns away from the holy
commandments of the lord jesus and
goes back to the beggarly elements of the
world like the dog to his vomit or the
sow that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire

nowhow ietlet me ask the latter day saints
youvou who are here in this house this day
how do you know that your humblebumble ser
yantvant is really honestly guiding and counconn
selling youyott aright and directing the affairs
of the kingdom aright let you be ever
so true and faithful to your friends and
never forsake them never arn traitor to
the gospel which you have espoused but
live on in neglect of your duty how do
you know but I1 am teaching false doc-
trine how do you krowknow that I1 am not
counsellingco you wrong how do youon
know but I1 will lead you to destructdestructionon
and thisthid isls wish to urge upon yoyouu

live soio that youbod cadican discern between tthehe

truth and errorekrol bethbebbbetweenen light and daidaldark
ness between the thing god and those
notlotofof god for by the revelations of the
lord and these alone can you and I1 under-
stand the things of god when jesusjeans
preached to the people they were destitute
of the spirit ofor truth and ifjf they believed
his teachings for the moment as soon as
they went away the spirit left them and
they were again in the dark and they did
not become the disciples of jesus so it is
now for instance a great many stran-
gers conlecome here they see our work they
give us praise they acknowledge our faith-
fulnessfulness industry prudence economy and
so forth how do they kknownow that we are
preachingreaching the gospel ohloh say they we
do0 not knowkenow anything about that we do
not come here to be mormonscormonsMormons but sup-
pose they were perfectly honest before god
and sought unto him until they got the
spirit of revelation they would hebe con-
vinced that we told them the truth or else
ththatt we did not preach that which we pro-
fessfeltl to teach one of the two we know all
about it but they do not did the people
in the days of the savior no they saw
his miracles but they enjoyed no more of
the spirit of truth than some of the stran-
gers who visit us one thing is very re

and should be noticed by stran-
gers who come here and thatis thetho change
that takes place in14 their own feelings let
me say this to strangers I1 mean those who
have any regard for truth and holiness
when you are herehero in this house ocor city and
you commune with the latter day saints
thera is a spirit of peace a holy reverence
for truth righteousness goodness mercymervmerb
and virtue rests upon you in fact you are
influenced by that spirit and influence
which hover over this people but what do
many of you say when you go away no
longer ago than yesterday a reporter said
to me while in california judgingI1 by
whatI1 heard I1 supposed youyon had no im
provements here youyon lived inlit dug outs
you haduohad no schools and that the people did
not look as the people do anywhere else
quite another kind of peoplespeopled neither
industry judgment nor discretion amongst
them buhbut I1 am perfectly disappointed mmyy
whole mind is revolutionized and I1 see
things so different from what I1 expected to
see them that I1 am really another person
here what will he write about us iffhehe
doesdoea as others have done we may expect
to see a batch of misrepresentations from
him just as quick as he gets away and the
spirit of the enemy takes possession of
him such men cater to the world and to
the ungodly priests that the world iaIs afraid
of but I1 will confine this wholly to the
political world yes 11 says the senator
or the man who wishes to be a senator re-
presentative governor or any officer f Xr
do nothot cater to these priests I1 shall ioselose my
election but I1 would see them further
in heaven than they will get in ten thou-
sand years before I1 would cater to them
truth honesty and uprightness in every-
thing and if that will not stand upon its
own basis falsehood I1 deception lying to
and deceiving each other certainly will
not either here or hereafter it is the hon-
est and honorable or in other words it is14

truth and righteousness that will stand the
day of god almighty when the lord
almighty thunders from the heavens to
try the souls of the children of men they
will want truth and righteousness

but to return to my question to the
saints i fowtow are you going to know about
the will and commands of heaven by
the spirit of revelation that is the only way
you can know how do I1 know but what
I1 am doing wrong how do I1 know butbub
what we will take a course for our
utter ruin I1 sometimes say to my breth-
ren 1I have been your dictator for twenty
seven years over a quarter of a
I1 have dictated this peopleeople that ought to
bonomebe some evidence ohpthatt my course is on
ward and upward but how do you
that I1 may not yet do wrong how do
youyon know but I1 will bringbri ag in false
and teach the people lies that they
be dammed sisters can you tell the dif
arence icanlean say this for the latter
saints and I1 will say it to their praise and
my satisfaction if I1 were to preach false
doctrine here it would not be an hour af-
ter

ar-
ter the people got out before it
begin to fly from one to another and
would remark 111I1 do not quite like thail
it does not look exactly righta what did
brother brigham meanneani that did not
quitecuite rightnightrightistit was not exactly the thingIll
all these observations would be made by
the peopleeople yes even by the sisters
wouldwouldwoula not fewellsl on the stomach that lsis

on the spiritual stomach if you think
have one it would not sit well on
mind for you are seeking after the
of god youyon have started out for life
salvation and with all their ignorance
wickedness and failings the majority 01

this people are doing just as well as
know how and I1 will defy any man
preach false doctrine without being detec-
ted and we need nobnot go to the elderseldera of is-
rael the children who hayehave been born
thosethese mountains possess enough of
spirit to detect it but be careful that
do not lose it live sa that you will
the moment the spirit of the almighty
grieved within you dp you ever see
times X do I1 watch you I1 see for in-
stancestastancefice a company of young peoplepeoble go
mingle perhaps with old people and
them laughing joking and talking non-
sense and folly by and byjbydarkness comes

leanness of the souisoul and one says m
headbead dont feel right mmy heart is not
my nerves are not rurightt I1 do not

what is theiho matter buttbut I1 do not enroyenjoyfoy my-
self here misthis evening ll11 do you knoernoar
what is the matter you oughoughtttoto live BO10
that the very moment the spirit of the
lord is grieved stop that instantly audand
turn the attentionionton of every individual to
something else that will retain the good
spirit of the lord and give yoyonsonaanmanan increase
of it thesis the way to I1live Ahave you this experience sisisterssteni es
many of youyon have we need not ciooteoth
elders of israel to akauk them Ddo lelfelee
krpeopleeopleI1 apostatize yes Lwill moreorg go0yesyoses many more it is a day 0of trial a
day wherein the lord will try ththe heartsearean of
the children of men and he is taking a
course now with individuals and witti na-
tions to make them exhibit the very cen-
tre of their hearts as governments as na-
tions as cities as leadsbeadsheads of families andas
individuals that he may reveal the secrets
therthenthereofbocbof that they may be known totb each
other consequently you can see ththanetenet
cassity of every person living so as to have
the spirit of revelation I1

brother george A smith has been speak-
ing about our little trials in missouri I1
do not wish to cast reflections on any per-
son but idoI1 do not acknowledgelodge that I1 ever
deceivedre elved persecution my path has been so
kind from the lord I1 do not consider that
I1 have suffered enough even to mention it
but when the words of governor lillburn
W boggs were read by general dankdark
with regard to our leaving the state or re-
nouncingnouncingeingg our religion I1 sat close by him
although I1 waswag the very particular one
they wanted to get and were inquiringneaveliuIluiring
for but as kind providence would have it
they could not tell whether it was brigham
young they were looking at or somebody
else no matter how this was done they
could not tell but standing close by
general clarkdark I1 heard him say you are
the bebestst and most orderly people in thisthia
state and have dodonenemoremore to improve it in
three years than we have in fifteen you
have showed uslis how to improve how to
raise fruit and athow to make gardens
orchards and so on and on these accounts
we want you but we have this to satosaybay to
you no more bishopsno more hiahhigh coun-
cils and as for your prophet and he
pointed down to whrewhore joseph lay right
in the midst of the cacamp you will never
see him again 11 said irtoI1 to myself may
be so and may be not but I1 do not believe
a word 0off it andad continued he idisdis-
perse and becomebacome waaa we are do you
want I1 should tell you what I1 thought I1
do not think I1 will I1 thought a kind ataf a
bad thought that is it would be considered
so by a very religious person and espec-
ially if he was well stocked with self
righteousness but I1 would aaas soon aaas not
tell what I1 thought to those who have notmot
much of this and are not very pious and
it waswaa 1I will seegee you in hell first re-
nounce my religion no sir said itI1 it
is my all all I1 navehave on this earth what
is this world worth as itisibisit is now nothing
it is like a morning shadow it is like tirethe
dew before the sun like the grass
before the scythe or the flower be-
fore the pinching frosts of autumn
no sir I1 do not renounce my religion
I1 am looking beyond my hope is beyond
this vale of tears and beyond the present
life I1 have another life to live and it is
eternal the organization and intelligence
god has given me arbnotare not to perish in nonen-
tity I1 have to live and I1 calculate to take
such a course that my life hereafter will be
in a higher state of existence than the pre-
sent saldiesaidsald he forsake your religion and
become aaas we are I1 had been round the
country enough to know the praetpracticeice of
both priest and people on saturday they
would get together and run horses throw
up coppers to see who would treat getggs
pretty drunk and perhaps get up a good
bound quarrel and then thothe priest would
step in halfdrunk and with long face and
sanctimonious drawl preach on the evils of
intemperance and so on become as youon
are god forillforworeldeidild ll11 saidbaid 1I you areasare as lowtowlow
and degraded as possible living here with-
out schools orchards or mills like the
brutes almost in your little cabins bacon
and hominy bacon and injun bread
honey and milk and they were perfectly
satisfied As I1 heard one of these great
nobles say on a certain occasion when at
his house wewo were holding a two days
meeting he did not belong to the church
but his family did said hebe mr young
I1 have a great deal of property and some
money and I1 do not know what to do with
it I1 think I1 will go up to your place and
buy he had a log house all in one room
with six beds in it not a light of glass to
light the room and just to instruct my sis-
ters how to cook I1 will tell them some-
thing about the first meal we had there A
twelve quart tin milk pan was set on the
table filled with beef stacked as you see
cannondannon balls up to ithethe peak or roof iniannonkannonarsenalsserials I1 think there was about two
ounces of butter on the table white as
cheese curd this was in the month of au-
gust when the fat beeves were standing
around and I1 do not know how many
cows sheep oxen horses geese turkeys
and fowls were running round hisbis yard
and I1 do not think that thihiss pile of beef in
the milk pan had a half or a quarter of an
ounce of fat on it said they to usut help
yourselves lay hold and help yourselves I1

and we did to a piece of dry bread dry
beef and a little I1 clean I1 butter we always
called such butter clean because it
looked so white I1 recollect on sunday
morning yourou will excuse me for telling
this anecdote after we had sat down and

r hadpad eaten a littleblittle the lady ofodthethe house


