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I FEEL like bearing my testimony

tn the
zospel of the Son of God

, and I have it upon

my mind to impress on the Latter-day |&

Saints one particular item ofour faith, and
that is to take a eourse to possess the spirit

THE DESERET

spurned every argument and ignored every
scripture that was brought forward; but
et, they said, we ought to believe on the
d Jesus Christ because of His graat
miracles, ‘““Who were they,’’ said I, “who
testified of these miracles? 1 will return
you your own words, You say that this
I gentleman is one of Joseph 8mith’'s disei-
ples, and a party concerned and bas an in-

| terest in establishing the fact that he was
a Prophet and was called of God. If he is
a party concerned, were not Peter, Paul,
and Jude parties concerned? and when you
et the names of all who have written in
the New Testament,—eight in number—

N R WS,

truth and error, between light and dark-
ness, between the things of God and those
not of God, for by the revelations of the
Lord, and these alone, can you and I under-
stand' the things of . When Jesus
preached to the people they were destitute
of the spiritof truth, and if they believed
His teac for the moment, a8 soon as
they went away the spirit left them and
they were again in the dark, and chey did
not become the disciples of J esus. So it is
now. For instance, a great many stran-
gers come here; they see our work, they

ive us praise, they acknowledge our faith-
ulness, industry, prudence, économy and
go forth. How do they know that we are

|

383

what is the matter, but I do not enjoy my-
self here this evening.” o you know
what is the matter? You ought to live so,
that the very momaent the Spirit of the
Lord is grieved, Ek?) that instantly, and
turn the attention of every individual to
something else that will retain the good
spirit of the Lord and give you an increase
of it, This is the way to live, '
sl this experience,
many of you have,
Elders of Isr

eople apost

r

[
-

sters?  Yes,
We need not go to the
to ask them., m” see
tize? Yes. Will more go?
es, many more. Itis a day of trial,—a
day wherein the Lord will try the hearts of
the children of men; and He is taking a

fruu find they were all interested in estab-
ishing the divinity of the Savior; they were
all parties concerned and had an object in
view in endeavoring to establish the fact

of the Lord. According to your experience
and mine you cannot understand the things
ot God but by the syirit of (}01:1.1 1t w? w;::a
to examine the character of the Jews in the
days of the Savior we would learn this one has told you that there are twelve men
fact,—that the people at that time were | Who testify that thaglaaw the plates from
about as destitute of the spirit of the Lord | Which the Book of Mormon was written;
as any nation ever need be. In our day it | they saw and handled these plates, aud they
seems that the spirit will actually prompt | Witness to the world that the Book of Mor-
people to liberas thinkinging, to liberal ac- | TOR istrue. Here are fwelve living men,
tions and to liberal government, and not to | Who can be spoken to, against eight men
be as suppressive as they were in the days who have heen,:iaad for about seventeen
of the Jewish nation and other nations that | bundred years.” Well, but these great
then bore rule; although in christendom miracles, these wonderful miracles!

there have been times when governments | 1 domnotwish to speak the least deroga-
have been very oppressive, and when the tory tothe character of Him, or whoever
people were obliged to think as they were | Performed these miracles in the name of
told, and when the doctrines they believed | th® Lord; but I mention this to show how
in must be according to the precepts and | Men’s minds are wrought upon and how
teachings of priests; but the present age is they look at th . In my conversation I
Lord is commencing to pour out His Spirit | Bible? Yes, and they were very fervent in
upon the people. According to the words bringing forth the t miracles of Meses
g the
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Prophet the time is to come when the | Who was called to lead the Children of Is-
irit of the Lord shall be poured outupon | rael “W:aﬂ,; what did Moses do”? *Why,
flesh. He says ‘‘your sons and your |50 and so”; “and you say that Jesus raised

daughters shall prophecy, your old men | the dead”? ‘‘Yes.” “If'you will turn to

ghgﬁ dream dreams, yﬂu;ranng men shall | the Old Testament, you will find that a

see visions, and also upon the servants and certain woman, called the witch of Endor,

upon the handmaids in those days will I | raised up Samuel the Propbet. Did Jesus
pour out my aplrit."lq:[‘hia appears to be | @Ver raise up a prophet”? They had to
the commencement; and I am very thank. | #cknowledge that He did not. What greater

that He was the Savior, This gentleman |

reaching the gospel, *‘Oh,’” say they, ‘‘we | course now with individuals and with mna-
0 not Know anything about that; we do | tions, to make them exhibit the very cen-
not come here to be Mormons.”” But sup- | tre of their hearts, a8 governments, as na-
pose they were perfectly honest befure God I tions, as cities, as heads of families and as
and songht unto Him until they got the | individuals, that He may reveal the secrets
yirit of revelation, they would be eon- | thereof, that they may be known to each
ced that we teld them the truth, or else | other . Consequently you can see the ne-
that we did not preach that which we pro- | cessity of every person living so as to have
fess to teach, one of thetwo. We know all | the spirit of revelation.
about it, but they do not., Did the pegple| Brother Geor . Smith has been speak-
in the days of the Savior? No, they saw | ing about our little trials in Missouri. I
His miracles, but they enjoyed no more of | do not wish to ¢ast reflections on amy per-
the spirit of truth than some of the stran- | son, but I do not acknewledge that I ever
gers who visit us. One thing is very re | received persecution; my path has been so
markable, and should be noticed by stran- | kind from the Lord I do not consider that
gers who come here, and that is the change | I have suffered enough even to mention it.
that takes place in their own feelin gs. Let | But when the words of Governor Lillburn
me say this to strangers, I mean those who | W. were read by General Clark,
have any regard for truth and holiness; | with regard to our leaving the State or re-
when you are here in this house or city and | nouncing our religion, I sat close by him,
you commune with the Latter-day Saints, | although I was the very particular ome
there is a spirit of peace, a holy reverence | they wanted to get and were inguirin
for trnth, righteousness, goodness, meray | for; but as kind Providence would have it
and virtue rests upon you; in fact youare | they could not tell whether it was ham
influenced by that spirit and influence Yuungﬂt_.hey were looking at, or some
which hover over this people; but what do | else. No matter how this was done, they
many of you say when you go away ? No | could not tell. Bui, standing clese by
longer ago than yesterday a reporter said | General Clark, 1 heard him say “You are
to me, ‘**“While in California, E{}fmg by | the best and most orderly people in this
what 1 heard, I supposed you no im- | State, and have done more to improve it in
provements here, you lived in dug-outs, | three years than we have in fifteen. You
you had no schools, and that the people did | have showed us how to improve, how o

fal for it. Still, according to the experience work did Jesus do than a witch, that our
of those who examine themselves, and the
operations of the different spirits upon
themselves, we learn that the power of evil
is very great, and we are more given to it
than to possess the Spirit of Christ. Yet
the Spirit of the Lord enlightens every
man that comes into the world. There is
no one that lives upon the earth but what
is, more or less, enlightened by the Spirit

of the Lord Jesus. Itis said of Him, that |

He is the light of the world. He lighteth
every man that comes into the world, and
every person, at times, has the light of the
spiris of truth upon him,

When we look at the conduct of the Jews
and of the Romans in Jerusalem, and other
nations around, among whom Jesus travel-
ed, we find that it was very little influenced
by those mighty miracles that we think,
talk and preach so much about. I mean,
the christian worlds They ery to their
hearers, ‘“Look at the Savior, look]at His
acts, behold His doings! What miracles
He wrought! How he suffered for us,”
and so on. What did the Jews or Romans
care about all this? Did they believe in
Him? It appears not, or but very few of
them. And, as we have just been hearing,
it was the same among the multitudes who
followed Him: although He fed them, and
they saw His miracles, yet they understood
nothing of the power by which His mighty
works were accomplished. It was just so

with the young man who was born blind, |

whom the Savior healed. ‘‘“Who ned
your eyes 7"’ said the zcribes and FYhari-
sees, “Why, this man whe is going about
preaching, who says He is the Savior, the
Son of God—the King of the Jews,”” The
priests replied; ‘‘That is nonsense; you, do
not pretend to say that this man opened
your eyes !’
that He spat on the ground and made a lit-
tle mortar from the clay and anointed my
eyes, and before that I was blind, but now
Isee,” “Waell, do not believe on him, he
is an imipostor, he is deceiving the people;”’
and when we examine, and understand the
facts in relation to this personage whom we
call the Savior of the world, there were not,
strange to say, as many persons believed
on Him as have believed en Joseph Smith
in the latter days. Not that Joseph was the
Savior, but he was a Prophet, As he said
once, when some one asked him—**Are you
the Savior 7,—¢ ‘No, but I can tell you what
[am,—~Iam His brother.” Sowe can say.
But Joseph was a Prophet; and so we testi-
fy, declaring that we know it. But how,
in the world, do you know it? Because
somebodv has made c¢lay and anointed
iﬂm eyes? No. The young man did not

now the real character of the personage by
whom his eyes were o , nor he mnever
would know unless the Holy Ghost,—tne

spirit of reve rested upon him to such
a degree as to t to himthat Jesus
was the Christ.

This is a matter that we should well con-
sider. Jesus fed the multitudes miracu-
lously; He walked on the water, healed the
sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the
deaf, and raised the dead to life, but what
of all this? Did it prove that He was the
Christ? I recollect once, when on my
travels, hearing some divines try to prove

that everybody ought to believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ use of the miracles
He wrought. When they had argued

some time I fook the liberty of mﬂigg:
‘‘Gentlemen, who were they who testified
of these great miracles that you speak of?”
ItEMt;:Elda:&m“gﬁmlg ﬂwng o

wi m, an ve r
minds that Joseph wfn ed of God to
open up this last dispensation. They

fathers in Massachusetts used to hang up
by the neck and burn, or make them swim
' across the bay, and if they went across,that
was proof théy were witches er wizards;
and if they could not get quite across, but
sank, they might possibly be innocent,
but they were at the bettom of the sea,
What proof have you that Jesus wrought
any greater miracle than the witeh of
Endor,—a wicked woman, who, to please
wicked Saul, brought the Prophet Samuel
from his grave’’?

Woell now, examine the character of the
Savior, and examine the characters of those
who have written the Old and New Testa-
ments; and then com with them the
character of Joseph Smith, the founder of
this work,~the man whom God ealled and
to whom He gave the keys of Priesthood,
and threugh whom He has established His
church and kingdom for the last tine, and
Fou will find that his character stands as
air as thatof any man’s mentioned in the
Bible. We can find no on who pre-
sents a better character to the world when
the facts are known than J h Smith, Jr.,
the Prophet, and his brothe:, Hyrum
Smith, who was murdered with ; 1m.

I will come now to my textu ain, and
will ask the Latter-day Bu.{ntn, Do rou know
that Joseph Smith wasa Propliet? Yes,
How do you know it? Why, father and
mother say it is so; Elder such-a-one says
it is =0, and 1 believe it. They prove their

ell, all I know about itis, |

doctrine by the Bible, and I am foreced to
believe the Bible through the traditions of

| the fathers; and these klders establish the

truth of their doctrines beyond all contro-
yversy from Scripture, and 1 cannot deny if,
hence I believe Mormonism, or the goespel.

Now, the question is, how much good
will it do me to believe the gospel on the
evidence of others, without possessing the

|t. at I can answer very readily.

gpirit of the gospel? This is a question
here is
no man or woman on the earth that will
live according to' the law of God, but will
possess the spirit of God. This answers

| the question. But suppose we believe and

we do not quite live this law. We em-

brace the gospel, we gather up with the
Saints, and yet we live in the neglect of our
duty and beneath our privileges; we do
not call upon the Father in the name of
Jesus with that sincerity and earnestness
necessary to bring down the revelations of
the Lord upon us, and we live in this man-
ner for days and years fogether; by and by
something or other comes along that we do
not like, we cannot understand it, we have
not the spirit to understand it, and conse-
%nantly we reject this and reject that; and

the church is just right and its leaders
are just right, why the individual is not
right, and he turns away from the holy
commandments of the rd Jesus, and
goes back to the beggarly elements of the
world, like the dog to his vomit, or the
gow that was washed fo her wallowing in
the mire.

Now, let me ask the Latter-day Saints,

ou who are here in this house this day,

ow do you know that your humble ser-
vant is really, honestly, gtﬂding and coun-
selling you aright, and directing the affairs
of the kingdom aright? Let you be ever
so true and faithful to your friends and
never forsake them, never turn traitor to
the which you have espoused, but
live on in lect of your duty, how do
you know butI am teaching false doc-
trine? How do you know that I am not
co g you wrong? How do you
know but I will lead yon to destruction?
And thisis whet I to urge upon you,
—live s0 that you can discern between the

not look as the people do anywhere else,—
quite another Kkind of people,—neither
industry, judgment nor diseretion amongst
them; but I am perfectly disappointed, my
whole mind is revolutionized, and 1 see
things so different from what I expected to
see them, that I am really another person
‘here,”” What will he write about us? Ifhe
does as others have done, we may expect
to see a batch of misrepresentations from
him just as quick as he gets away and the
gpirit of the enemy takes ion of
h Such men cater to the world and to
the ungodly priests that the world is afraid
of. But I will confine this wholly to the
political world. ¢‘Yes,”’ says the senator,
or the man who wishes to be a senator, re-

resentative, governor or any officer, ‘‘if I

0 hot cater to these priests 1 shall lose my
election.”’ But I would see them further
in heaven than they will get in ten thou-
sand years before I would cater to them.
Truth, honesty and uprightness in evariy-
thing, and if that will not stand upon its
own basis, falsehood, deception, lying to
and deceiving each other certainly will
not, either here or hereafter. Itis the hon-
est and honorable, or in other words, it is
truth and righteousness, that will stand the
day of Almighty, When the Lord
Almighty thunders from the heavens to
try the souls of thechildren of men they

11 want truth and righteousness,

But to return to my question to the
Saints: ' i low are you gﬂing to know about
the will and commands of Heaven?” By
the spirit of revelation; that is the only way

ou can know, How do I know but what
am doing wrong? How do I know but
what we will take a course for our
utter ruin? I sometimes say to my breth-
ren, *‘I have been your dictator for twenty-
seven years,—over a quarter of a century
I have dictated this people; that ought to
be some evidence that my course is on-
ward and upward. But how do you know
that I may net yet do wrong?, How do
you know but I will bring in false doctrine
and teach the people lies that they may
be dammed. Sisters can you tell the dif-
erence? I can say this for the Latter-day
Saints, and I will aaiy it to their praise and
my satisfaction, if 1 were to preach false
doetrine here, it would not be an hour af-
ter the people got out, before it would
begin to fly from one to another, and they
wonld remark, I do not quite like that!
It does not look exactly right! What did
Brother Brigham 1nean? That did not sound
quite right, it was not exactly the thin%”
All these observations would be made
the people, yes, even by the sisters. It
wnumut sit well on the stomach, that is
on the spiritual stomach if yon think you
bave one. It would not sit well on the
mind, for you are sesking after the things
of God; you have started out for life and
salvation, and with all their ignorance
wickedness and failings, the majority of
this people are doing just as well as they
know how;and I defy any man to
preach false doctrine without being detec-
ted; and we need not go to the elders of Is-
rael, the children who have been born in
th mountains enough of the
spirit to detect it. But be careful that you
dg not lose it! Live so that you will know
the moment the spirit of the Almighty is
grieved within you. Do you ever see such
times? I do. I watch you. I see, for in-
8 a company of young people go and
mangle, perhaps, with old people, and hear
them laughing, joking, and g non-
_mds folly, By and by darkness comes,
—~J]eanness of the goul; and one “my
head don’t feel right; heart is not right,
my nerves are not right, I do not know

raise fruit and wheat,how to make gardens,
orchards, and 8o on; and on these accounts
we want you; but we have this to say to
you: No more bishops,no more high coun-
cils, and as for your Prophet,”” and he
pointed down to where Joseph lay, right
in the midst of the camp, “you will never
see him again.” Said I to myself, ‘“May
be so and may be not; but I do not believe
a word of it.”' *“And,” continued he, “‘dis-
perge, and become as we are.”” Do you
want I should tell you what I thought? I
do not think I will. I thought a kind af &
ba.% thought, tllﬁ;i% it would be mgaidared
s0o by a very gious person, and espec-
ially if he was well stocked with self-
rightmuanaas; but I would as soon as not,
tell what I thought to those who have not
much of this and are not very pious, and
it was “I will see you in hell first.”” Re-
nounce my religion? ‘‘No sir,”” said I, it
is my all, all T have on this earth, What
is th]y;a world worth as it is now? Nothing.
It is like a morning shadow; it is like the

dew before the sun, like the grass
before the the, or the flower be-
fore the frosts of Autumn,

nching

No sir, I 3:1 not renounce my religion.
I am looking beyond; my hope is beyond
this vale of tears, and beyond the present
life. I have another life to live, and if is
eternal. The organization and intelligence
God has given me arenot to perish in nonen-
tity; I have to live, and I calculate to take
such a course that my life hereafter will be
in a bigher state of existence than the pre-
sent.”” Said he, *‘forsake your religion, and
become as we are!” I had been round the
couptry enough to know the praetice of
both priest and people., On Saturday they
would get together and run horses, throw
up coppers to see who would treat, get
pretty drunk, and perhaps get up a geod
eound quarrel, and then the priest would
step in hal!fdrunk, and with long face and
sanctimonious drawl preach on the evils of
intemperance and so on. ‘‘Become as you
are? God fonbid,”” said I. You areas low
and degraded as possible, living here with-
out schools, orchards or milis, like the
brutes almost, in your little eabins! Bacon
and hominy! Bacon and injun bread,
honey and milk, and they were perfectly
satisfied. As I heard one of these great
nobles say, on a certain occasion when at
his house; we were holding a two days’
meeting; he did not belong to the chureh,
but his tamily did. Said he, “Mr. Young,
I have a great deal of property and some
money, and I do not know what to do with
it, I think I will go up to your place and
buy.” He had a log house, all in one room,
with six beds in it. Not a light of glass to
light the room; and just to instruct my sis-
ters how to cook, 1 will tell them some-
thing about the first meal we had there. A
twelve quart tin milk pan was set on the
table, filled with beef, stacked as you see
cannon balls, up to the peak or roof, in
arsenals. I think there was about two
ounces of butter on the table, white as
cheese curd. This was in the month of Au-
gust, when the fat beeves were standing
around, and I do mot know how many
COWS, nlmap, oxen, horses, geese, turkeys
and fowls were running round his yard;
and I do not think thatghis pile of beefin
the milk pan had a half, or a quarter of an
ounce of fat on it, Said they to us: *Hel

yourselves, lay hold and help yourselves;”
and we diti.to a piece of bread, dry
beef and a little *‘clean’ butter,—we always
called such butter ‘‘clean,” because it
logked s0 white., I recollect on Sunday
mnmingédyuu will excuse me for tel'ling
this anecdote, after we had sal down an

had eaten a little, the lady of the house



