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long a period (for our emigration trom'perl’orm. that will be so replete with
Europe commenced in 1840, and it has happiness and bring such peace and joy

been continuous from that time to the
present), and yet nothing serious hap-
pen them. But there has been and la
a protecting care over thls people, be-
cause the Eilders who have had charge
of companles have generally been men
of God, who have sought to know tha
mind of the Lord, and who have wven
led by revelatlon from IIin:,

In this manner thia whole work has
been earried on from the begiuning.
The aservants of God have suught to
know the mind and will of God, nnd
they have obtained that knowledge.
whereby they have been enabled to lead
the people. These valleys havae been
settled in thls way and by this spirlt,
We, therefore, are living witnesavs of
the truth that God lives, nnd that He
bestows Hie gifts, as in anclent days,
upen His servants. We prof-®s, as the
ancients did, to have the plf's of thea
Bpirit of God. We teach the people
to meek for these -gifts. We say it
God Is the same today that >le was
yesterday; that in Him there {8 ‘no
varinbleness nor shadow o f turning
But men want to know why 1if this be
the case, there is pot more knowledge,
more rtevelation, more of these gifts
from Him. The absence of 1ne.e gitly
is due to unbellief. Men do not seek
for these things, because Lhey do not
believe in them;, and they have cast
out every man that professed to belleve
in these principles and in Lhis power.
They have been prompted by Satan,
who would have deatroyed this .wvhole

Chureh long ago It Ged had jpwr-
mitted it; but He haa restrapsed
Satan. because this 1s the

dlspensation of the fullness of times,
and the promise has gone forth that
this Gospe! shall not be taken from the
earth agaln and the Church will not be
destroyed. But this spirit of Satan that
you see manifested is the spirit that
erucified the Son of God, and that slew
His Aposties, and that has alain the
Propheta fn our day. It ls the Splrlt|
that drove this Church out from the
midst of civilization, and compelled us
to take refuge among the Indlans In
this far distant reglon. It is the same
spirit that has annihilated every prin-
ciple of fafth In men. It has been uI
constant warfare to maintain the prin-
ciples of the Gospel and to declare them
to the people. Men whe have gone
forth to preach this Gospel have been
exposed to viclence In every form. Not,
only have their characters been ma-;
ligned, and their names cast out as
avil, but bodily violence has heen ex-,
tended to them. Tt I8 only the power |
of God that has kept this Church in
existence up to the present time, But

. it §s In existence. God has revealed the

Gospel. He has restored the ordinances
and the gifts. and He has communi- |
cated His mind and wlll to men once
more; and there are men on the earth
who know these things. l

Now. our young men and all who
have been engaged in the work of God
as missionaries should not allow them-
gelves to be diverted from these labors!
and to have another gpirit take pogses-
glon of them. I can hear testimony to
all—there ought to be no necesasity for
it, however, because the men that have
one’ forth to preach the (Gospel ought
o0 know for themselves how muech hap-
pindss’ they have had in that labor—
but J-do bear testimony that through |
~my:.]ife,rnotwi?mtanding' the trials and
vicisédt#wdesl -4 'hmi;e h%d Lo,l pta':s\
sthwatehy .1 .havi. ‘heeg, bappy, in the
principles of the éospel.ql have thankéed |
God, and do every time I thimk of it,
that T nm a Latter-day 8aint, because
the knowledge of the truth and the
fApirit of God have gladdened my en-
tire existence. And I rejoice in it as
mueh today, I am thankful to any. as
I ever did In my life. I know. there-
fors, that there 18 no path that we ean
purgue, there are no labors that we can

‘anked was thnt God would glve him the

'antire famlily of God that his plan was

as keeping the commandments of God
and being zealous and faithful in His
work. This 18 my testimony; and I have
had abundant opportunities in my life
to prove it. My life has not run in one
channel; it has not been surrounded by
one set of circumdtances; but It has
been greatly varled, and In this variety
of clrecumatances I have proved it And
in saying this I know I only glve volce
to the teatimony of hundreds of others
in this congregation who have had
simllar experience. There ig, therefore,
every Incentive for us to be faithfu]
to the canuse of God, and get all the
benefit and blessine and all the gifts,
that can he obtalned.

I am very desirous that the Latter-
day Saints should keep their second
eptate. Every one who is present be-
fore me kent hls and her firat esiate.
The Lord has revealed to us that before
we came here we hnd an existence. Our
Savior existed hefore He came In the
flesh. Bo dtd all of us, Qur |
aplrits existed with Him. The evidence
that we kept our first estate is8 found
in the fact that we are here, possessing
tabernscles. Before man wags placed on
earth there was a rebellion in heaven,
Not only has that fact been revealed
to us, hut it ia to he found in the Bible
almo. The Lord has revealed to us, how- |
ever, some other things connected with'
our pre-existence. He hns told us that/
the plan of salvation was diseussed in
the counells of heaven. Lucifer, a son
of the mornlng—not the Son—thought
he had n better plan than that which
the Father and the Lord Jeaus were [n
favor of. He told the Father that he
would aave all mankind. by taking
away from us our agency, and all he

honor. Rnt the Savior was willlng to
come and do @8 the Father wished.
Thila mede Lucifer angry, and it is
written that he led away after him one-
third of the hosts of heaven. No doubt,
he wn= a personage of mreat influence,
and af great sophistry; for he auc-
ceeded In ronvinelng one-third of the

the hetter plan. He rebelled. and was
threst out: and the punishment was
that he and his fotlowers should not
have tahernpeles. And from® that day
tn thia they have striven continually
tn get possesalon of human tnhﬁrnn-{
rleg. We rand of legion of devils being
fh n per=on, and when the Savior was
ahant to esrt tham out. they beszed
thot thav might enter into the swine.
Thorafore. T Apy, the evidence that we!
krant ovr firat eatate iz to be found iIn.
the fapt that we are here today with
taharnacing, Mhers may have heen, and
Aovhtieca ware differences of degres In
onr faith ard our zeal. Some, no doubt.
at that prant ecrigls, were more vallnnt|
nnA ctondfaat than othera, But that we |
Aalt Tant anr Arst eapate fa evidenced
bv the fart that we are here.

We hove been sent here with our.
arenev. for the sxbress pnrpose of be-|
ine teatad and nroved. We have hnd
thiz aspnnd eatate granted nnto uA thnt
it ypavx he ascartained whether we shall
keoapn It ar nnt, A vell hra heen drawn
hatwraen vae and onr Father In heaven,
That whinrh pertaing to our ore-eXxfat-
ent Nfa la comeasiad from us. thouch
thare fo ararear n porsnn nf mature
venra rerheana whn hnAa pot had ename
arrore hic mind o shadow of something

thet hna arenreend at some bdrevious
time whirh he eanld not reeall: hat
anr nra.ovictent stata hna heen oaAn-
rapnlad  from  ue, and wisely  fo, M0
Anuht: for ir it had nnt
hoen. we shonld hesame ro  tired
af thic avistancs gnd tte trinls that
ma  eanld nnt he  eontented  here,

Wa nara left tn exerrise oUr asepncy,
fisat ne we AlA In pur first estsate At
tha tima arf nor trial. to see whether
wa will he fafthl to God In this see.
ond eatate. We are shut out, as I

i the work of God; but they fel]

have said, but God points out to us the
way in which we should waik. He tells
ug what to do, and entreats us to be
obedient to Him. He asks us to cul-
tivate His Spirit, to seek to Him for
light and guidance; and He promises
us that If we will do this and be faith-
ful to Him in this earthly existence, He
will crown us with glory and will give
unte us eternal happiness, We are
the chlldren of God. God i3 our Father.
He wants us to be like Him. He wants
us to enter upon a career that will lead
us {0 as great heights as He has at-
tained to. ‘Therefore, it is well that
we should be tested—tested even unto
death, if necessary; because He intends
to make us His heirs and to bestow
upon us the glory that He possesses,
leading us along In the path of prog-
ress till we will be in our sphere as He
fa in His sphere. But Satan has de-
termined to destroy this plan. He has
determined to lead away ds many of
the children of men as he possibly can.

Do you doubt the existence o
and of evil spirita? Need Irn[;kdet;i:
Latter-day Saints this? Have you not
seen his spirit manifested? You have
geen men and women {n this Church
who once were faithful and devoted to
sin, and another spirit took i
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of them. Men ns high ay m,;?:zz?‘:i%l:
the First Presidency have done this.
I remember very well Willlam Law, a
counselor te the Prophet Joseph ‘a
friend of the Prophet, a friend of God
apparently, a staunch man f{n the
Church; but he eommitted sin, and that
man, who had occupled that high and
erxalted station, compassed the death of
the Prophet. He was one of the chlef
consgpirators in arranging plans for his
destruction, and took an aetive part
in urging on his martyrdom. Members
of the Councll of the Twelve Apostles
also partook of the same spirit It is
the spirit that Satan possesses: for
Jesus said of him that he wag a liar
and a murderer from the beginning.
He s seeking constantly to destroy the
work of God, Alling men with his splrit,
and urging them forward to acts of
deadly hate, even to kil and to destroy.
That Is the spirit of Satan, and we see
it manifested in men,

Brethren and sisters, God has sent us
here. He has selected us from all na-
tions where the Gospel has been
preached, that we might he His in-
struments In laying the foundation of
this work. A new ern Ig dawning—n
new epoch. There are a thousand vears
of peace ahead of us, The day is not
far distant when Batan will be bound
when he shall not have power to tempt.
the nations, and when the reign of
righteousness to which all the Prophets
have looked forward will be ushered
in. The Lord has gathered us from the
ends of the earth for this purpose. The
Latter-day Saints have heard the voice
of the Shepherd, which fllled them with
joy, and they have come troaping to
this land, imbued with peculiar feel-
ings. A newly-begotten Jove has en-
tered into their hearts, which has
bound them together, and drawn themr
to each other; and they are now
throughout these valleys, striving to
lay the foundation deep and strong of
the glorfous work with which they
have become identified, and working
for righteousness.

It Is for us to keep our second esatate,
We should think of this continuaily.
The Widers who return from missions
ghould think of it. "I want to keep my
second estate, and to maintain my in-
tegrity as T did in my first. T want to
be true to my Father, as I wasa true be-
fore I eame into this earthly existence.
I want to listen to Him. I do not want
to listen to Satan, nor to he led by
him. T want to say., ‘Get thee hehingd
me, Satan:’* T have chosen my Father
as my gulde, and I will be led by Him
all my days on the earth; I will not



