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long a period for our emigration from
europe commenced in 1840 and it hashaa
been continuous from that time to the
present and yet nothing serious hap
pen them but there has been and tois
a protecting care over this people be-
cause the elders who have had charge
of companies have generally been men
of god who have sought to know the
mind of the lord and who have been
led by revelation from him

in this manner this whole work has
been carried on from the bebeginninginning
the servants of god have nought to
know the mind and will of godcod and
they have obtained that knowledge
whereby they have been enabled to lead
the people these valleysvalley have been
settled in this way and by this spirit
we therefore are living s ofif
the truth that god lives and that he
bestowsbestons mis gifts as in ancient days
upon his servants we prof sspa as the
ancients did to have the delfs of theth
spirit of god we teach the people
to seek torfor these gifts we say hat
god is the same today that heae was
yesterday that in him there Is no
variableness nor shadow 0 tf turning
but men want to know whalv if this be
the ease there is not more knowledge
more revelation more of these gifts
from him the absence of meeme e gittagifts
tois due to unbelief men do not seek
for these things because they do not
believe in them and they have pastcast
out every man that professed to believe
toin these principles and in this power
they have been prompted by satan
who would have destroyed this bhole
church long ago itif god had per

it but he has restrained
satantan because this is the
dispensation of the fullness of timesnes
andaad the promise has gone forth that
this gospel shall not be taken from the
earth again and the church will not be
destroyed but this spirit of satan that
you see manifested is the spirit that
crucified the son of god and that slew
his apostles and that has slain the
prophets in our day ft is the spirit
that drove this church out from ttthete
midstmidat of civilization and compelled us
to take refuge among the indians in
Wsthis faxfar distant region it is the same
spirit that has annihilated every prin-
ciple of faith in men it has been a
constant warfare to maintain the prin-
ciples of the gospel and to declare them
tp the people men who have gone
forth to preach this gospel have been
exposed to violence in every form not
only have their characters been ma-
ligned and their names cast out as
evil but bodily violence has been ex-
tended to them it Is only the power
of god that has kept this church in
existence up to the present time but
it tajula to existence god has revealed the
gospel he has restored the ordinances
emdand the gifts and he has communi-
cated his nond and will to men once
more and there are men on the earth
who 60knoxW hese things

now our young men and all who
havebave in the work of god
a missionaries should not allow them
selves to be diverted from these laborslabor
and to have another spirit take posses-
sion

s
of them I1 can bear testimony tto0

all there ought to be pono necessity for
at howeverbowever because the men that have
gonegatie forth to preach the gospel ought
to know foror themselves how much hap
alnesaplnesa they have had in that laborslabor
but adoI1 ao bear testimony that through
my efey notwithstandingmaavestanding the trials and

I1 have had to pass
1 I have been happy in the

principles of the gospel fravlet have thanked
god and do every time I1 think of it
that I1 arnam a latter day saint because
the knowledgeknow lede of the truthhandand the
spirit of god have gladdened my en
tire existence and I1 rejoice in it as
much today I1 am thankful to say as
I1 ever did in my life I1 know there
fozore that there tola no path that we can
pursue there are no labors that we can

perform that will be so replete with
happiness and bring such peace and joy
as keeping the commandments of god
and being zealous and faithful in his
work this is my testimony and I1 have
had abundant opportunities in my life
to prove it my life has not run in one
channel it has not been surrounded by
one set of circumstances but it has
been greatly varied and in this variety
of circumstances I1 have proved it and
in saying this I1 know I1 only give voice
to the testimony of hundreds of others
in this congregation who have had
similar experience there is therefore
every incentive for us to be faithful
to the cause of god and get all the
benefit and blessblessing and all the gifts
that can be obtained

I1 am very desirous that the latter
day saints should keep their second
estate every one who is present be-
fore

1

me kent his and her first estate
the lord hasham revealedrevealpd to usua that before
we came here we had an existence our
savior existed before he came in the
flesh so did all of us our
spirits existed with him The evidence
that we kept our first estate is found
in the fact that we are here possessing
tabernacles before man was placed on
earth there was a rebellion in heaven
not only has that fact been revealed

I1

to us but it is to be found thm the bible
also the lord has revealed to us how-
ever some other things connected with
our pre existence he has told us that
the plan of salvation was discussed in
the councils of heaven lucifer a son
of the morning not the son thought
he bad a better plan than that which
the father and the lord jesus were in
favor of he told the father that he
would save all mankind by taking
away from us our agency and all he
asked was that god would give him the
honor bia the savior was willing to
come and do alsis the father wished
thistha made lucifer angry and it is
written that he led away after him one
third of the hosts of heaven no doubt
he waswaa a personage of great influence
and of great sophistry for he suc-
ceeded in convincing one third of the
entire family of god that his plan was
tipthe better plan he rebelled anandd was
thrust out and the punishment was
that hp and his followers should not
have tab and from that day
to waibis they have striven continually
to get possession of human taberna-
cles WPwe read of legion of devils being
iti a person and when the savior was

1 to east them out they begged
tnt tb v might enter into the swine
therefore I1 say the evidence that we

i 1 otni gilr frit estatetate Is to be found in
I1 theohp fart that wpwe are here today with
aph ther may have been and

a worewarp differences of degree in
I hiir fjofhiab Paftd our zeal some no doubt

0att ththat3 t broatpt crisis were more valiant
1 11 1 11 than others but that we
an Timortrt winii estate Is evidenced
bv ilipI liphp fartfant that we are here

Wwe bavevp been sentrent our
nderev for the express purpose of be
iff testedtestatest A and proved we have had
abia secondR ennd estate printed unto us that
it mav b apo whether we shall
akkeppprP it or not A vellveil hs been drawn
btwepT laiqi rindand our father in heaven
ththatP t h to our vrepre
ent lifafo is eone aled from us
there iq a person of mature
vear corhn haq not had omecome

mo aniva nP hadow of somethingso
thit bib i nemi ptat some previous
time heba coned not recall but
our anre santganto has been con
ollorr from usup and wisely sosat no
dolbt for tfif it had not
bean we khoii ld become so tired
of th rist nep and its trials that
woT P rot be contented here
wewa Ppt o 1loftf to exercise our surencV

aoa a wowe AMalin in our farst estate at
the taio ofnf ivr trial to see whether
wpwe willn habo faithful to god in this seesec
and estate we are shut out as I1

have said but god points out to us thway in which we should walk he tella
us what to do and entreats us to be
obedient to him he asks us to cul
sivate his spirit to seek to him torlight and guidance and he promises
us that if we will do this and be faith-ful to him in this earthly existence hewill crown us with glory and will giveunto us eternal happiness we axeare
the children of god god is our fatherhe wants us to be like him he wantswantus to enter upon a career that will ieca
us to as great heights as he hashad alt
bained to therefore it is well thatwe should be tested tested even unto
death if necessary because he intends
to make us his heirs and to bestowupon us the glory that he possessespossessedleading us along in the path of prote
ress till we will be in our sphere as heis in his sphere but satan has dwdatermined to destroy this plan hebehasbaa
determined to lead away dsas many ofatthe children of men as he possibly cakcaa

do you doubt the existence of a devdelaaand of evil spirits need I1 ask thlatter day saints this have you anotseen his spirit manifested you
seen men and women in this chura

r

who once were faithful and devoted til
the work of god but they tellfell tutbak
sin and another spirit took posseposaesat 41

of them men as high as member aFthe first presidency have done 0I1 remember very well william lawcounselor to the prophet joseph A
friend of the prophet a friend of0 ato

k

apparently a staunch man in tbellchurch but he committed sin and tjaffman who had occupied that highhi b
exalted station compassed tiltheie deadeathg
the prophet he was one of the dtconspirators in arranging plans fofe
destructiondeatruction and took an active w
in urging on his martyrdom em
of the council of the twelve
also partook of the same spirspirit it W
the spirit that satan possesses forjesus said of him that he was a UWitty
and a murderer from the beginninghe is seeking constantly to destroy tho
work of god filling men with his spirit
and urging them forward to acts ordc
deadly hate even to kill and to destdestroyrOVthat is the spirit of satan and we ame
it manifested in men

brethren and sisters god has sent uwu
here he has selected us from all na
eions where the gospel has deewpreached that we might be his in-struments la-stst in laying the foundation at
this work A new era tois dawning q
new epoch there areaare a thousand yea
of peace ahead of us the day is not
far distant when satan will be bound
when he shall not have power to tempt
the nations and when the reign efatrighteousness to which all the archeProphebr
have looked forward willwll be ushered
in the lord has gathered us from taends of the earth for this purpose tblatter day saints have heard the voltof the shepherd which filled them
joy and they have come trooping taot
this land imbued with peculiar tehteen
ingsingo A newly begotten love has en-
tered into their hearts which bvha
bound them together and drawn them
to each other and they are nownov
throughout these valleys striving to
lay the foundation deep and strong tc
the glorious work with which theytherhave become identified and working
for righteousness

it is for us to keekeeppourour second estatewe should think of this continually
ithethe elders who return from miemissionsstoVa
should think of it 1 I want to keep my
second estate and to maintain my in-tegrity as I1 did toin my first I1 want ta
be true to my father as I1 was true be-
fore I1 came into this earthly existexistenceft01I1 want to listen to him I1 do not ekitto listen to satan nor to be led A
him I1 want to say get thee
me satan I1 have chosen
as my guide and I1 will be I1leatny by himanall my days on the earth I1 irell
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