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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

FOUR LITTLE PLANETS.

An smstronomical feat bas just bheen
petformed hy Protessor E. E. Barpard,
the dieguverer of a fifth eatelllie of

Juprter, It conmeists in taking the
measure of four “{ the largeal srterolde,
the size of which has hitherto been
only a muiter of conjecture. Popular
Apstronomy givesa an account of thie
Iatest sclentifio triumph.

The asteroids are vory small planets
principally pursulng thejr course
around the aun belween the orhits ol
Murs a0 Jupiter, The firet of them
‘was diecovered in I801, but afler that
¥ear others buve been found in great
-nu mhers nntil at present ahout 400 are
‘Boown to exlst, while ihe suppositioo
fe that they in all probability amusunl
vto thousande, Poealbly there are mul-
stitudes of them ecattered like duet in
the immeneity of spuce and too small
to be seen hy earlhly aetiohomera,
-e¢ven through the most pertect tele.
.sooper, Howme of those that bave heen
ohserved are nol more than ten miler
in diameter, heing veritable Liilipu-
tlans among the worlde of the unl-
verse,

Tne fireg nssteroid dircovered wag
name i Ceres and It wue found to re-
volve around thesuu in a period of
fout yeats, beven monthe and six days,
‘The next three oheserved were oOalieu
Pallae, Juno and Vesta, A8 furiher
discoveries were made raptdly, the
theory waa advanped that these dimin-
ullve worldg must be the fraymenis o
an exploded planet, but Lhls supposi-
tlon bas again heen sbundoned with-
oul the adoption of uny olher watisfac-
-tory explanalion of thelr ¢xiptence.

Professor Bagnard states thut ali

eflorts to determine the sizs of
the four largest neterolde by ocoir-
pating the ilght they emittvu

lo that of tbe planeta bave proved un-
satief+ctory. BSchroter mensured lhe
diameter of Cures and made it 2,025
-iniles whiie Blr Willjsea Herschel esti-
mated It at 100 miles. Toe Inslruments
they had were exceedingiy lmpertect
cnmpsred to mouern teivacopes, aud
4ihis accounts for Lhe disorepancy.
When viewed through the L ok telr-
acope, however, it was fourd thatl the
diucs of Cerer, Palise, Juno anda Vesta
-assumed mensurahle proportions, The
professor then tovk up the work ul
measurcoient apd &aftel Lwo yesrs’
diligent Inbor be is prepared Lo stule
Lhat the true dimenslons of these Jitlie
planete are known for the fireL {ime
with certainty, Here are bis fgures;
BB -« «m st csrisssennions sorsssins smeerenn 480 Ml 08
Pallae... 304 mi es
Juno.... e 118 miles
LU 11 SR w213 miles

The dlscLvery may he regarued ap
of jmportance chiefly to astronomers,
but jt does not luck gonersl jnterest.
Evary little bit of informution added
to our stock 0! knowledye ot the uni-
veree, 0f which our own babltation Js
oniy n parl, furnisbes new grourd ol
sdmiration of thut sapreine power anc
wisdown 1bat directed the consiruction
of tie whole, and toat still gulder it
with never cessing care. To the an-
clenta the heaveuns furnishead evidence
of the glory, the lplelligence of the

Almighty, and in this age that evi-
dence is becoming still more strong
thruugh the in some réspecls more per-
feot koowledge ohtalued of the vigihie
unlverse,

TRIPLE ALLLAXCE AND SWEUEVN,

Bjorpstjerue  Bjorosop, the ocele-
oraled Norweygjan post and sistesmap
is respunsible for the slatevmeut the

the Triple alllance i seeking to maks
a harguln witn King Osocar, ancordiug
to which, in caee of » Kurojean war,
Hweden and Norway sbould aotin
coogert with the 1bree puwere, lu e
Norweglan paper be suye in etivot thai
#8 B00D a8 Lhe WAl oommences, Bweden
18 under obligaiiune tv svgage a Rus.
slau force In Finlaud in oruer tu make
{he czar’coperailons In vther diroctiune
that much less eflective, Fjoroeou
doen not meution the suurce wi bia i -
formustion, but it dJdues oDOL sounu
entitely Llm pussible, The Germsn
emperor tius psid eeveral visits 10 1be
sBoandlonvian  peno sula in order Ly
$hunt’? {i: company with uvtber royail
pereons: the geheral {eeliog 10 Sweden
auajpat Ruesia i that prevsiling lo
Fravce agalpst Grimany and for vim -
iat Fenaune; iate:y thiclfeo las been muoh
«olivity in army nd unvy olicles iL
Bweden, us weil a8 in Nurwnay, aud
regoilly Count Dougiee haw Deen ap-
peinted miulster of fureign nfaire, nnd
nie symputbies for the Triple athsnce
are pall to be weljkoown, These fucte
would aeein tu bear the ldea gul thai
QGermuny poasibly has a trump osrd ip
reserve whigch, if playe.d at the right
mument,would ouuse the Russian guv.
ernmenl symwe troubls fu tus Baltlg
pruvinces.

SIHUNUOR TU WHOMR.?

—_—

Aneloquent plea jor lhe [ree coinage
of milver i de pluge ou the editoriul
page of the Plaln Dealer (Clsveland)
for Bunday last. Itle from Lhe pen o

“wl, I5. H.” whom (ew readeia will
husve trouble in identifyipg as Hon,
L. E. Holden, well-kuown 1n tule olty
apo Territoty sa well ar throughout
ithe West. Hlis paper s headen,
S Wulks anu Teike svout the New
Woesl,'! snd we quote & few puata-
wraphs, which a e deserving of lucal
perusai by resson of their aAppreciative
referencos Lo Utuh pioneer life:

1 have spent a monlh in Utah, Idaho
and other western states. Af.er an ah-
sence of thrée years I nm nblo to note the
effecis of the panio and the conditlon of
the people there. 1t is almost impossihle
tor people of the East to understand the
condiiion of 1he peuple in the Naw West,
Pioneer lite nlwuys calls for the sirong
and the ecergClic anddaring, They are
an ox pression of thesurvival of tne fittest.
Iu this case thoee who had wings strong
enough 10 Ay over the mountains and
stroug endugh to endure the hardships
bave lived and made their homnes there.
The peasant life of ihe New West, these
territories in the great hasin heyond the
mountains, is ditferent, vastly different,
from anything that we know in the older
stales.

History some day will do justice to1he
Mormons, who sought homes in the wil-

deinase and who have made *‘the dessrt
to blossom ns the ro:e,’”” who bwuve done
more than this, who have madc wheat
flelds to wave in (he aunlight where once
gray sage brush grew hefore. Whether
they weant bacausc of thelr religions or
whether driven by ati unreen power, or
whether they were made the forerannera
of empires that are yet t0 he, I chre not.
Thoey desorve all oredil for Lheir chorgy,
to~ thelr fortitude snd their aourage.
Thev planted the Territory and they have
now mude [c a Stale, fur better qualified
10 be a Sta'o than suy one of ithe new
stales that has heon admitted from the
new northwest,

They went into u ralnless country
Think of it If you onn. They have pro-
vided furms thal are surer of crops than
any o! the farms in Lhe easlern states, he-
caunrn they conirol the water and sunlight
is jerpetual. That rich soll, if irrigated,
in a<nsure of & orop as the runshine is lo
flow over it, and their sunshine is from
May til]l Novemher.

But { um wandering into generallties
and I jntended to give a picturs of the
tife as I have neon i ln years gone by and
a+« 1 have reen it during thie last montb.
Most of the people that went into thenre
territories went from 1he frontiers of the
newer siaten, Lhe western and sonthern
staign, or were hrocght thers by the mis-

1marlesof the Mormon Church trom the,
poor and lowly of Europe. These people
from our own sla'eés went out with ox
teawns, oftentimes inking from alx to eight
monihe, cainping by thia trail at night
cooking their food in the rudest possible
way ins ketilc and a coffea pot, sleeping,
the men upon the ground and 1he women
in the wagons, while their oattle, their
oxen or their horses grazed on the bunch
grasn st night. How many ofthese tralns
I huve seen! I remembher one year within
six weoks 10 have counied frow a place
where I was located 1,700 wagons, I
bave sean thoml by thelr campfires at
night, 1 have seen them windlng their
slow trail along, creeping as it were into
a destiny which thoy bardly dreamed of
ﬁet all-patient, dusty and hopeful. i

ave followed them finto the differant
siates and terrlirries, I have seen 1hem
rollle upon the public domain aod build
first & house froin 1the popler poles that
they could gather from the atreams’
shores nr billsides, or dig & dugoutinto
the bunk and pu. a roof over ii, or cat
the turf and pile one plece upon another
utinil the waulls of the house were huilt,
without a floor, with only rusb a rootl as
coold be muade of the long reeds or
grassea gaihered from Lhe swales of a
nelghboring bruok ot river. I have seen
the rude bunks for beds put one nbhove
spother in these ptimitive houwses and
the 1ahle made by apiliting a log and
hewing one side and putting the two
bulvea togetber. I buve seen tke chalrs
1n such bouszes made from blocks of
wood or & section of a sish, and
many a bench that bas given ine reat
and hospliaiity inthese cebines was hut s
slnh with four legs pus into it,and many
awoman bhave [ vecn who was thanktul
for such & bouse and such accnmmoda-
\ions, who obeerfully put up with the pri-
vailons hecaued she hoped tohave a home
and land and comfort in the fulure.

The huuse bullt, then the land must be
cleared and hroken and most of the land
that is laken np in thas new West is cov-
ered with a low bush known as tho sage
brush. It is nbout the color of u camel.
1t is cold nnd gray sand cheerless. No
antmal butthe jackruhbit lives in and
around i1, hut it always grows on fertile
soil and fs the garment tba: nature
weaves to cuver bher nakedness in Lbat
great new Weat., This sage Lrush must
be torn out hy the roots, waior must he
brought on 1o the land by aditoh and Lhen,
4 crop is sure Lo come if planted. Thesq
ure the conditions under which life bas
been started in thst new gounury, There



