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whirh the sole power rests inthe
monarch; the Iatter form recognizes
the power as divided between the
rpversign and the legislative body.
lo every government a sov reignty
must exist,  in  connection with
which is the power to make law.
Iu monarchical governments thls
sovereignty is in the king, as in
abgolute monarchies, or in the legis-
lative assembly, as in limited ones,
while in the aristoeratic form it
iz in the hands of a select class
of noble birth, called the uris-
tocracy - Many claim that the
Jast vamed form of government is
the best for the better educated
clues would have more wisdom
thau the people at large. But
such n centralization of power is not
good. The pure demouracy is that
form io which allthe people meet and
make the laws, while in the case of
a republic this power is delegated
to the representatives of the people.
The first, although the most highly
distributive in power, is imprac-
ticable except where the peo lo are
few in oumber. The latter form,
which is that existing in the United
States, possesses many advantages
over the other forms. Hometimes
all these forms are combined to-
pether, a8 1n the case of
Great Britain, there being =a
sovereign to  represent the
monarchical form, the House of
Lords, the aristocratiy, and the
House of Comamouns, the republican.
There “are certain rights, which
ptoperly belong to all men, and laws
are enacted to preserve these per-
sonal rights from interference on the
part of others. The first of these is
the right }u man possesses to enjoy
life and to uct as he chooses, 8o long
a8 he does not infrioge upon tbe
rights of others.

Bome of there natural righta are

given up by the individual to
the state io return for its
protection. This protection chn

be exercised oniy through law and
hence the necessity of law. Puolitical
rights or privileges are conferred by
law,amongthembeing the privileges
of voting, holling office, ete. Ln ad-
dition to these, we have certain civil
rights, which c¢an pot be taken
away from us without due process of
lnw, although the political privileges
may he taken away hy the legisla-
ture without such process. Civil
rights may, however, be takeu from
a man by the infliction of fines,
imprisonment, ete., but this must
be done only Ly due process of law.
The Pilgrin Fathers all wpsembled
together for the purposes of
legislation in the early part of
their history, but atterwards the
represestative form of government
had to be adopted on account of the
inereasing numbers of the people.
Virginia, before this time, had
elected a legislature’ from among
the people. It was o Lthis country,
for the first time in the history of
the world,that writteu constitutions,
based on the idea uf the pre-existent
right of all men to he free, beeame
the organic law of wovernment.
Virgioia {8 siid to have taken
the lead im this matter, and we
can point with pride to the fact
that constitutional law and ¢ivil
liberty had their origin in our
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country. The lecturer referred fo
the early colonial history, when
charters of a more or less liberal
character were granted to the colo-
nists hy the Kiug of England.
These charters were referred to in
some detail, it being shown that pri-
vileges were grapted to the two
branches of the legislature to make
laws under the restrictions that oo
law should be passed in opposition
to any act of Parliaraeut, and that
all laws were subject to veto by
the guvernor.

The parallel between the territorial
form of government bDow existing
in the Unpited Btates, and the co-
lopjal government was pointed out,
it being shown that im some re-
spects our condition is worse than
was that of the colonists, for while
they could make no law at variance
with thestatutes of Parliament, that
body was dented the authority to
legisinte for the colonists in their do-
mestic affairs as Cougress now legis-
lates for us. For purposes of
mutual aid, the colonies formed a
confederation, aiming to preserve
the Joriner rights of each colony,
anii still more to cement the union be-
tween the establlished communities.
The articles of confederation pro-
vided that Cougress should consist
of one house, the members voting
according to States. But this Con-
federation wuas comparatively weak,
there buing no power to levy taxes or
regulate commerce. Under the cir-
cumstances it was thought necessary
to form a gonstitution, aud as a result
of the calling of a convention
for this purpose, that grand instru-
ment known as the Constitution of
the United States wasoriginated. lts
foundation lies in the statement that
all men are created equal, and en-
dowed with certuin ioalienable
rights, this Idea haviug first been
enunciated in the Declaration of
Independence. This principle, in
fact, is the corner-stone of the gov-
ernment of the United States, and
all attacks upon it tend to jeopardize
the eutire fabric. Tlie members of
the- constitutional copvention had
many difficulties to meet, and it was
only by Diviue inspiration that the

reat and successful resuit of their
abors was achieved. Bome of the
representatives of the ple main-
tained that there would be dunger
in attempting to take any :l'ghts
from the Btates; but without Jdoing
this oo central government could
be formed. Omn the other hand,

there were two classes wbo favored’

the constitution. The leader of une
of these classes was James Madison,
who contended that only such pow-
ers ghould be given to the ceutral
government as were absolutely
necessary, and that centralization
should be avoided as much 28 possi-

ble. The other faction, led by
Alexander Hamijton, favored a
more comphte centralization of

power, as the only means of forming
a government of any strength. The
constitution, on its completion, was
submitted to conventions in the
different States, where it met with
determined oppusition on the part
of some, but was finally ratified
by the people of a majority of the
Btates. aud went into effect so far as
those Btates were concerned. This

constitution is oot a compact of the
thirteen original States, but it is the
organic law adopted by the people
of those Btates and is egually bind-
ing upon 4ll the pation. This
instrument forms the fundamental
and supreme law of the land, and
preecribes  the form, powers and
office of the government. It may
be changed, but it must not be dis-
obeyed, lis olject being to place
certain limitations upon the ofticers
of the government. Tt also protects
the minority against the encroach-
ments of the majority, which would
have complete control of the gov-
erument, were it not for the restric- -
tions of the Constitution.

Our government is divided into
three parts, the legislative, the ex-
ecutive apd the judicial. This di-
vision i8 negessary, as each of these
branches acty as a check upono thes
others, and thus ap undue exercise
of power in any portion of the gov-
ernment i8 prevented.

The legislative body is divided
ioto two parts, the Senate and the
House of Representatives, the meni-
hers of the first being appointed by
the legislatures of the States from
which they come, that they may not
be influenced too strongly by the
people. Senators are elected for gix
years, and one third go out of office
every two years, lnthe case of the
House of Representatives, it8 mem-
bers are elected by the people, and
the entire assembly iz re-elected
every two years. Each State has
two BSepators, but the Representa-
tives are apportioned to the SBtates
according to population, the pum-
bers rangiug fromn one to more than
thirty. he speaker defined at some
leogth the powers of eash of thege
bodies, and explained their method
nf doing business.

Congress ia restricted in some of
ita powers, especially regarding in-
fringements upon the rights of the
different States. Ezr post facto
laws, bills of attainder, and like en-
actments are prubibited, such
restrictions being of a most whole-
some tharacter.

The chief executive power W
vested in the President of tbe United
Btates, who is eleefes] in a peculiar
manoer. All the votes of the States
vote for electors, who meet and cast
their ballots for President, the
returns being sent to the Vice-
President, who announces the
result by declaring the one receiv-
ing the greatest number of all thé
electoral votes to be president-elect.
In case po choice is made, the
election of President is left to the
Houpe of Representatives, each
State, however, having but gne
vote. |
Tbe third branch of the govern-
ment is the judiciary, which is one
of the strongest members of the gov-
ernmental body, since it has power,
through the Supreme Court, to
pullify all acts of Congress. This
court is called the ““Voice of the
Constitution,”” because, in legal
contemplation, that instrument
means no more nor less thano the
Supreme Court says it meanps. [t
was thought by the founders of this
government that all necessary
safeguards were placed around
both civil and religious rights,



