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influence felt among the na-
tions of the earth and people
would respect us for our virtue asaa they
now did for our industry and thrift for
we could show them a noble example
of self sacrifice thus would our testi-
mony increase

the world would some day recognize
the fact that joseph smith was no im-
postor but a man of god filled with
the holy spirit who died a martyr to
the cause of truth and whose every ue
sire during his lifetime from the mo-
ment be was called to the ministry
was to benefit hisbis bretbrethrenbren and sisters
recognizing all as children of the same
father

may god help us to endure unto
the end so that we could stand firm in
the face ofaf temptation and finally be
found worthy to inherit celestial glory

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q CANNON
said abe subject of the divinity of the
mission of joseph smith was one ofaf
deep interest to himself as be had no
doubt it was to all latter day saints
it ought indeed to toot one of intense
interest to mankind because if joseph
smith was what he professed to be and
what the saints testified he was
the world should know it if
he were not what tiehe professed
to be then it was equally important at
leastleask that the latter day saints should
know it the evidences which weree
at hand and within reach upon this
subject were so numerous that it would
require much longer time than they
had at their disposal that afternoon to
bring them forward but there were a
few that might be now enumerated as
worthy of their consideration

allusion bad been made to the
bringing forth of the book of mormon
which was published in the year 1829
and among other predictions
which it contained was one
that was very remarkable con-
sideringsi the circumstances which
surrounded this nation it was pre-
dicted that this church would be
organized for at the time the book of
mormon was issued it was not in ex
istance and that it should be perse-
cuted and pass through a great variety
of distressing conditions at that time
too such a thing as religious persecu-
tion was unknown and unheard of in
this land of freedom the cornerstonecorner stone
of the republic it might hebe said
was religious liberty yet no
sooner was the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints organized than
persecution commenced an event that
would have been unlookedunlocked for ordin-
arily and this continued until
as shadowedforeshadowedfore in that book the
saints were compelled to leave civil-
ization and come out into this wilder-
ness to seek a home in these remote
valleys from the persecutions of civil-
ized men he well remembered his
own feelings at that time though
quite a youth yet he felt that if when
they reached here they could only
have bread and water and live in
peace it would be the happiest con-
dition of existence imaginable be-
cause before journeyjourneyingaug to this region
their principal men had been slain for
no offense except that they worshippedworshipped
god differently from their neighborneigh bor
and the lives of others among their
leaders had been sought for so con-
tinually so persistently and so unre-
lentinglylen tingly that for months and years
before they left nauvoo their houses

bad to be guarded in order to keep
them out of the hands of men who
would have treated them as they did
joseph and hyrum smith and those
who were associated with them thatthac
prediction was literally fulfilled and
in connection with it there was an-
other concerning the gathering h
er of the people who should join thismis
church havlak become converts to
the gospel as preached in its purity
there was on record among the reve-
lations given to joseph smith one
dated september 1830 five
months after the organization
of this church in which it
was plainly set forth that the members
thereof would be gathered from every
nation under heaven and become one
church which should be called zion a
land reserved especially by the al-
mighty for this purpose a land which
had been hiddenbidden from the eyesdeyesoof the
world lostlest it should be overrun by the
nations that would become a land of
refuge whoever saw the like of this
remarkable prediction what could
have put it into joseph mind
unless god did who could think that
the man whom he ordained and sent
forth to preach the gospel should have
hadbad the power to convince the people
and gather them together from the four
quarters of the earth this revelation
again bad been perfectly fulfilled
the spirit of gathering still rested upon
this people and they had today to use
their influence to restrain the inhabi-
tants of new zealand of the sand

islands the navigator islands
and all the lands however remote
where the gospel bad been proclaimed
by the elders of the church the
doctrine of gathering together might
not be told to them nor anything he said
concerning it yet the spirit thereof
rested down upon them and they
wanted to come to this country
and be associated with their
brethren and sisters one of
the most extraordinary features
connected with this preaching of the
gospel was that wherever the elders
went this spirit accompanied them
here we had a people from every
laudland with different traditionstrad itibus a differ-
ent t brought up in different
creeds and yet when they received the
gospel the same spirit was with them
and they gathered eventually with the
saints of god

there was still another remarkable
prediction the value of which had
never been properly estimated and un-
derstoodderstood on the of december
1832 joseph smith received a revela-
tion from the lord concerning
the great civil war which broke
out in this nationdation that reve-
lation was written and stood for up-
wards of twenty eight years before it
was fulfilled among the latter day
saints it was well understood they
looked forward to the consummation
of that prediction just as much as they
did to the setting olof the sun the
very spot at which the war would
comcommenceence luiu south carolina was
designated twenty eight years before it
occurred fort sumpter was attacked
in 1861 it looked for a while as if the
war would not break out there but
circumstances were so shaped that it
tiddid and the events connected with it

had been plainly predicted also its
causes and what shouldaboud follow he
knew that a great many in the early

days while dreading its fulfillmentfulfilment
wondered at the delay which had oc-

curred bemusebecause they anticipated that
the war would come quicker than it
did but everything foretold by the
prophet joseph in this regard hadbad
come to pass together with other
things that were not written in that
revelation

notwithstanding these and the many
other predictions that bad been given
however the latter day saints hadbad
not been disturbed though others hadbad
been by apprehensions as to the future
such for instance as the labor troubles

capital arrayed against labor and
labor against capital and vari-
ous disturbances between the
different sections of our connconlu
try though the latter day saints
were exposed to all these influ-
ences yet there prevailed among them
a feeling of serenity and confidence a
freedom from apprehension and fear
that was very delightful this had its
origin in the fact that they firmly be-

lieved god had revealed his mind and
will as to the future that there were
prophets bouayay as in ancient baya this
confidence ran through the entire peo-
ple and had been in their midst aialwaysways
it had given them peace of mind in allail
their trouble

joseph smith predicted that the
time would come when the lat
ter day saints would go to the
rocky mountains which was then
anAD unknown land to almost everyone
but for years before leaving nauvoo
they looked forward to the time when
they would go into the western wilds
where the prophet bad declared they
should becomebecome a mighty people
when the saints started on their
journey westward they had very little
knowledge as to where they were
going their ideas on this point were
very confused the speaker gave a
graphic account of the journey of the
pioneers and the companies which
followed them the pioneers hebe said
hadbad no idea whether they would go
across the rocky mountains andadd the
sierra nevadasWevadas or on which side they
would halt but they were led here
by the spirit of inspiration that same
spirit which inspired joseph smith to
declare worebefore his death that the lat
ter day saints would become a mighty
people in the rocky mountains in-
spired brigham young and his com-
panions during their

president cannon next interestingly
related how president brigham young
upon the company reaching the mouth
of emigration canyon and while he
lay in the wagon sick with mountain
fever pointed towards ensign peak
and said in effect A the base of
those mountains we wiliwih build our
city here again the spirit of inspira-
tion was manifest after tracing the
course of subsequent events in the
history of this people the speaker
went on to remark that some persons
seemed to think that prophets were dif-
ferent from other men that there must
be something supernatural about them
that some great power must accodaccompany
them in order to convince eveyeverybodyy
that they were reallyy what they pro-
fessed to be what a ridiculous notion
did they think the son of god would
have been crucified between two
thieves if there hadbad been anything so
extraordinary in hishia person as to make
him known as the son of god to


