28
influence felt among thes Da-
tions of the eartb, awml people

would respect usfor our virtue as they
oow did for our industry and thrift; for
we could show them a poble example
of self-sucrifice. Thus would our testi-
mony inocrease,

The world would some day recognize
the fugt that Joseph Bwith was no {m-
postor, but a man of God filled with
the Holy 8pirit, wbo died a martyr to
the cause of trutb, and whose every Je-
sire during his lifetime—from the mo-
ment he was cailed to the minpistry—
was to benetit his hrethren amd sisters,
recognizing allue ehildren of the sanme
Father,

May God help us to endure unto
the end, 8o that we could starnid firm in
the face of temptation aud fpally be
found worthy to inherit celestial glory.

PRESIDENT GEURGE Q. QA NNUN
suid the subject of the divinity of the
mission of Joseph Bmith was one of
deep luterest to bimself’ s be had po
doubt it was to all Latter-day Bainte.
It ought, indeed, to tw one of intense
interest to mankind; because if Juseph
Smith was what he professed to be, and
what the Haints testified bhe was,
the world should kupow it, If
he were pot what the professed

to be, then it was equally important, at |

jeast, that the Latter-duy Baints should
kpow it. The evidences which were
at band, and withio reach, upon this
subject were so numervus that it would
require muech longer time than they
had at their Jisposal that afteruocon to
bring them forwara; but there were n
few that might be now esumerated as
worthy of their consideration.

. Allugion had heen made to the
bringing forth of the Bock of Muninen,
which was published in the yea: 1829,

all amoug other predictions
which it cuntalned was one
thut wes very remarkable, con-

sidering the circumstances which
surrounfled this patlon. It was pre-
dicted that thie Church would be
organized—for at the time the Book of
Mormon was issued it was not in ex-
istence—and that it should be perse-
cuted and pass through a great variety
of distressing conditions. Atthattime,
too, such a thing as reiigious persecu-
tion was upknown and unheard of in
this lund of freedom. The corper-stone
of the Republic, it might be gsaid,
was religious liberiy. Yut no
sooner was the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints orgapized than
persecution commenced-—an event that
would bave been unlecked for ordiu
arlily—and  this ccotioued until,
as foreshadowed in that book, the
Saiots were compelled to leave civil-
ization aud come out into this wilder-
ness—to seok A home in these remote
valleys from the persecutionsof civil-
ized men. He well remembered his
own feelings at that time, Though
quite a youth, yet he felt that if when
they reached here they couwid only
have brend aod water apd live in
peace, it would be the happiest con-
dition of exlsteure imaginable. Be-
cause, Iwfore journeyiug to this region
their principal men had been siain for
no offv-nse except that they worshipped
God diflerently from their neighoor,
and the lives of others among their
leaders had been sought for so con-
tinuully, so pemsistently, and so unre-
lentingly that for months apd years
before they left Nauvoo their houses

| went this Spirit accompanied
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bad to be guarded, in order to keep
them out of the handsof men who
would bave treated them as they did
Josepb and Hyrum Smith and thrse
who were associated with them. That
prediction was literally fulfllled, and
in connection with it there was an-
other concerning the gatheriug togeth-
er of the people who should join this
Church, havisg become converts to
|the Gospel ar preached o its purity,
There was on record, among the reve-
lations given to Joseph Bmith, one

dated Beptember, 1830, five
months after the orgauization
of this Chureh. in which it

wae plainiy set forth that the memburs
theroof would be gathered from every
nation under heaven and become one
Chureh which should be calied Zion—a
land reserved especially by the Al
mighty for this purpose—a land which
bad been hidden from the eyes of the
world lest it should be overruo by the
nations—that would become a land of
refuge. \Whoever saw the like of this
remarkable prediction? What could
have put It into Joseph Bmith’ mind?
Unless God did, who could think that
the man whom He ordained and sent
forth to preach the Gospet should have
had the power to convince the people
and gather them togetber from the four
quarters of the earth? This revelation,
again, had been perfectly fulfilled,
The spirit of gathering still rested upon
this people, and they bad today to use
their influence to restrain the inbabi-
tants of New Zealand, of the Band
wich Islapds, the Navigator Islands,
apd all the lands however remote
where the Gospel had been proclaimed
by the Elders of the Church. The
doctrine of gatbhering together might
not be told to them noranything he said
voncerniog it, yet the spirit thereof
rested Jown upon lhem and they

wunted to come o this country
anod be easeciated  with  their
biretliren uod  eisters. One of
the most extraondioary features

connected with thls preachiug of the
Goepel was that wherever the Elders
them.
Here we hadt a people from every
land, with different traditions, a diffexr-
ent sduecation, brought up in different
creeds, and yet w hen they recelved the
Gospel the same Spirit was with them,
and they wathered eveuiually with the
' Bainots of God.

There was still apother remarkahle
prediction the value of which bad
never been properly estimated and un-
derstood. On the 23rd of December,
1832, Joseph Bmith reveived a revela-

tion from the rd~ conceruing
the great eoivil war which broke
out in this npation, Thut reve-

lation was written and stood for up-
wards of tweuty-eight years before it
was fulfilled. Amonyg the Latter-day
HBalnts it was well understood. They
looked forward to the consummation
of that prediction just as much as they
did to the setting ol the sun, The
velry spot at which the war would
commeuce—iu South Carolina, was
designated tweniy-eight years before it
vecurred. Fort Bumpter was attacked
in 1861. It looked for » whiie as if the
war would oot break out there; but
circumstances were so shaped that it
did, and the events connected with It
bhad lwen plainly predicted, aiso it
cAauses and what should follow. He
kpew that a great many in the early

days, while dreading its fuifilment,
wondered at the delay which had ce-.
curred, bucause they anticipated that
the war would come gquicker than it
Jdid. But everything foretold by the
Prophet Joseph in “this regard bad
cotae to pass, together with other
things that were not written in that
revelation.

Notwithstanding these and the many
other predictions that had been given,
however, the lLatter-day Saints had
pot been disturbed, though others bad
been by apprehensions us to the future,
such, for instance, as the jabor troubles
—capital arrnyed agaipst labor and
labor against capital — and  vari-
ons disturbances between the
different eections of our conn-
try. Though the Latter-day Baints
were exposed to all these influ-
ences, yeb there prevailed among them
# feeliny of verenity aod eonfidence, n
freedom from apprehengion anod fear
that was very Jdelightful. This had its
origin in the fact that they Grmly be-
lisved God had revealed His mind and
will me to the futnre; that there were
prophets touay as in ancient gays. This
confidence ran through the entire peo-
lIJle and had been in their midstalways.

t bad given them peace of mind in all
ctheir trouble.

Joseph Bmith prediected thst the
tine would come wheu the Lat-
ter-day Saints would go to the
Rocky Mountains, which was theu
an unknown land to almost everyone.
But for years before leaving Nauvoo
they lovked forward to the time when
they would go into the western wilds,
where the Prophet had declared they
should become & mighty people,
When the Baints etarteid oo their
jouroey westward they had very little
knowledge as w where they were
going. 'Their ideas on this point were
very confused. The speaker gave a
graphic account of the journey of the
pioneers and the companies which
followed them. The pivneers, he said,
hnd no idea whether they would gu
across the Rocky Mountains and the
Bierra Nevadss, or on which aide they
would bhalt. But they were led here
by the spirit of inspiration. That same
spirit which inspired Joseph Smith to
Jeclare hefore his death that the Lat-
ter-day Balnts would become a wmighty
people in the Rocky Mouwutains in-
gpired Brigham Young and his com-
panions duriog their journeyings.

President Cannou next interestingly
relited how President Brighan Young
upon the comipany reaching the mouth
of Emigration canyon., and while he
lay iu the wagon sick with mountain
fuver, pointed towards Epsign peak
and said, in effect, **Af the Lase of
those mountaips we willl bulld our
city. “*Here again the spirit of iuspira-
tion wus manifest. Aflter traging the
course of subeequeént events in the
history of this people the speaker
went on to remark that some persons
seemed to thiok that propliets were dif-
ferent from other men—-that there must
be something supernaturai about them,
that sume great power must accompany
them in order to convince everyt;aody
that they were realty what they pro-
fessed to be. What a ridiculous notion!
Did they think the Bon of God would
have been crucified betweeu two
thieves if there had been anythiog so
extraordipary in His person as 1o make
Him known as the Bon of God to



