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over ten. In England, where the soil ls'rests the Argentine is fully as bad as
more carefully studied and cared for, the locust plague with which the Lord
the average Is twenty-nine pushels per; afijcted Pharach. The only difference
acre, in Holland iwenty-five busheis, was that Pharaoh had hia locusts for a
and ir France eighteen bushels. The' few days, but the Argentines seems
most of the wheat Iln this country i8¢0 be having thelrs as a regular thing.
ralsed by Italian immigrants, many of The plague does not extend to the ex-
whom farm the land on shares. They|(re.me saouth, but for the past seven
do their work in the roughest and most| years the wheat farmers of the Pa-
siovenly way. Much of the wheat is!yana valley have been seriously dam-

sowed on the ground as it is first aged by it. There are a lot of loeusts
ploughed, the grain belng dropped|this year. Many people believe that the
among the clods. Other farmers drag|cituation Is sueh that the number of
brush over the fleld and some of ithe||peusts will inerease from year to year
hetter farmers use the harrow. The | 3n0d that the country can never be free
ploughing is done with bullocks, who|from them. They argue this from the
drag the ploughs through the furrows|gcation of the Argentine. It ls, you
by means of a yoke attached to "thelr! kpow, situated in the temperate zone.
horns. No fertilizer whatever 1s used, wth a delightful climate and a falrly
and the only idea of the man seems 10| good scil. Just above it lies Brazil,

be to get the wheat Into the ground
and then sit down and wait for the
crop.
The life of the Argentine farmer
would never suit our peopie. An Amer-
jean farmer could not be happy here
without he brought his associates and
friends along with him. I cannot de-
seribe the barrenness and drearihess of
the life, In most of the wheat country
there are no trees. The lttle hut of
the farmer made 0of mud, stands out
alone on +he dreary landscape. It has
not a sign of comfort, and the farmers
do not seem to care for anything but
their wheat erop. Most of them have
no garden. They run their accounts et
the nearest gracery and make annual
settlernemts when they sell their wheat.
Most of them drink to excess, ahd few
of them have any thought beyond this
one evrop. All have large families, and
at times of planting and harvesting,
nearly all work., You may see boys of
elght riding horses In the fleld, and
girls of nine and ten are doing their
ghare of the harvest. The lack of ele-
vators and other conditions, demand
that the wheat should be harvested
quickly, and at this time you will not
find a harder working people in the
world than these Italian farmers of the
Argentine. Women and girls, men and
boys, labor with all strength from sun-
rise ¢0 sunset, and when It Is mooh-
light you may see them out under the
atars bindlng and thrashing wheat. It {s
the same in planting time, but between
these two seasons there |3 a long vaca-
tion. The result is that the fallure of
a erop means partial starvation. There
ja no reason for this. The land is sus-
ceptible of growlng of a great varlety
of crops, and, as plowing ean be done
here every month In the year, the Ar-
gentine farmer could raise everything
he uses. As it Is, is 13 gsald he ean now
produce wheat at a cost of rfom 25 to
10 cents a bushel. This may be s0,
hut, taking the average of good and
bad crops. It ls probable that wheat
cogts as much here as it does In the
United States.

tI is eurious to eee how the wheat s
carmed to the cars from such faPms as
are far from the railroad. It is hauled
in bullock carts, the wheels of which
are ahbout eight feet high. A load

welzhlng several tons is balanced be-|

tween @ couple of these wheels, and
from a dozen to sixteen bullocks are
harnessed up in double file in front of
it. As the cart moves onward over the
rough road the wheels give out such a
screeching that you think there must
be a hog-killlng going on near by. If
you tell the farmer that a bit of grease
on the axle would sbop the noise, he
replles that this i3 necessary, and that
the bullocks will not move unless they
hear it. In some few of the large farms
modern machinery is used, and the
threshing i3 commonly done with Euro-
pean or American threshers.

The Argentine 48 subject to drought
and the crop rizes and falls according
to the weather. The worst thing, how-
ever, that the farmers have to contend
with is the locusts. The pest that 9n-

whieh 18 covered with tropleal vegeta-
tion and vast areas of whieh will never
| be different from what chey are now.
In this country <4t 1s clalmed that the
locusts have thelr breeding grounds.
They are produced by the millions there
every year, and as a swarm thinks
!nothing of a flight of 500 miles, you
can se¢ that an army starting out from
there is a dangerous enemy. They say
thrat the locusts breed In Brazil and
annually start cut for the south, eat-
ng up everything as they go. They ar-
gue and they did ot come in the re-

mote past, hecause the Argentine was
then covered wth the coarse grass of
the pampas, This the locusts dld not
especially care for, but now, since they
have learned of the juiey, green wheat.]
they come every vear,

It is hard bBo realize what a terrible
thing suech am 1nvasion 1s. The locusts
appear in great swarms, which often
darken the sun if they Ay between you
and 1¢. They light on everything green
and begin eating. The branches of the
trees bend down with ther weight and
you can hear the snapping of their Jaws
and they crunch the leaves. They will!
strip an orchard in 4 night. They often
eat the flesh from the fruit, leaving the
stones of the peaches hanging to the
bare branches. They are eapricious in
their feedlng and al!l choice trees or
those which have been especially culti-
vated are sure to be eaten. They will
clean the crops from the flelds, eating
the grain down to the ground. Some-
times they will take the greem wheat
from one side of the road and pass by
that on the other, and they sometimes
fly on and on for days over rich flelds
t0 feed on those beyond. The next

Iswwa.rm may eat that which is left.

It seems funny 40 think of these -
custs stopplng rallroad trakns, but
have been told again and again that
this the case, They come In such num-
beérs ¢hat they cover the tracks, The
cars crush them. The nrafls become
greasy, and ¢he wheels spin around
without t¢ouching the rails and without
moving the cars onward. At such times
the ralls have 10 be sanded 1o get the
cars o run. In some of the towne 1t
is sajd that they even ate the paint off
the houses, |

The pest of the locust has heeni 5o
great that the Argentine povernment
has been spending large sums of money
to get rid of them. Among other
‘things, they have sent 4o the United
; States for Prof. Lawrence Bruner of
{the Umniversity of Nebraska to come
here to inwestigate the subject and to
give them advice. Mr, Bruner is one.
of the hest authorities of ¢he world on
krcusts, and it le from his repont which
haa just been received that I get much
of my Information. The pictures I use'
are from him. The Argentine lvcicu-sttsl
look very much ke grasshoppers.®
They are very prolific, and the greatest
damage i3 caused mot by those which
come in ewarms, but by the young
locusts whleh follow. As the locusts
{ move over the courtry they lay thair

eggs in the g’rpur:d. ga.d: female M-

| money favorite at Ingleside.
{he clouds of emoke that rose up in the

cust makes a hole Iln the ground and
lays about 100 eggs, and & month or so
later these turn imto 100 young locusts,
who crawl ou't and begln thelr march
over the country. Their paremts have
pretty well cleaned up the crop. The
bables atart ©ut to eat what has grown
up io the meanwhile. They cannot fly
far at first, and they crawl along, eat-
ing up everything as they go0. They
cover the ground, ¢craw] over the fences
and sweep the country of everything
green.

Ina few nveeks they grow wings and
then fly onward to other feedibig
grounds. No concepticn can be formed
vf the enormous numbers of these lo-
custs. In one year sixteen tons of egps
were destroyed in one place, Billlons
of eggs are now being dug out of the
ground and crushed, and today the
Argentine Parmers are flghting for
their life with the locusts.

The methods for exterminating them
are many and costly, Thousands of
dollars are spent every year to kilt
them. At the time of an invasion all
the farmers must turn out and deatroy
them. They are caught in traps of
corrugated iron, They are ecooped up
with scrapers and killed. Poisons are
used and the grass, plants anrd weeds
are sometimes sprinkled with arsenic,
kerosene and creosote, They are caught
in bags, driven into dibches and are
killed in all sorts of ways. Neverthe-
less, in 1896 1t i3 estimated that $R0,-
000,000 worth of wheat was thug de-
stroyed in two states of the Argentine.
This impoverished the farmers of those
states, and the mational governmenw
spend $10,000,000 that i giving
them seed wheat.

As to what ls to be the future no one
can tell. If It is true that the Mocusts
arc to come every vear it will be a long
time before the Argentine can have a
serious permanen’t effect upon the
wheat mrarket of the world, Still the
invastors up to this time have not ex-
tended very far south, and ™ may be
that the new wheat regions wil! not be
affected by them. -
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THE GAME WAS BIG.

year

WHEN

“Tkmes lack a kot of belng what
they used to be,” sald Ed. Findley, the
once famous-gambler boss,

Findley was reflective. He had just
put a small bet on Meddlesome, atw even
Through

erowded pool Toom, the Dblackboard
showgd that Meddlesome had been
heavily backed. There were other

gorsesd i'?h the race, bint the wise ones
gurea at Meddlesome ought
fEL i E 10 win

The telegraph instrument clicked, the
"t.e-legraph operator annouhced that
‘Rare Perfume” was off in the jead,
“Tyran is second, Bony Boy is third
Meddlesome a length behind.”

No one pald =mmueh attention to this,
for the horee that iras the lead at the
start does'nt alvays win the race,

"As I was saying,” Flndley resumed
in a reminiscent straim, "I rerthember
'when dhere were tweniy-two faro
banks runming om Main street and
arcund Missourl avenue,”

Here the voice of the operator broke
in and for a minute everybody else in
the pool room kept guiet.

"'Il‘;lrm 'thf st;etcél." the caller shouted

ran j8 ahead, Meddlesome § N
ong-—‘l‘ymn wins,” e

yran was an 8 to 1 shot. Fin g
tore up the ticket on Meddlesome Tﬁé
sal down to resume the con versation
Money elinked, hut the bookmakers
pald out llitle, for very few had bet
on“;‘l‘rram

"“There wnaa plertty of money in thoge
days,” he went on. ‘'‘There wasn’t any
Umit to eome of the games. It was al-
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