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over ten in england where the soil is
more carefully studied and cared for
the average is twenty nine bushels per
acre in holland twenty five bushels
and in france eighteen bushels the
most of the wheat in this country is
raised by italian immigrants many of
whom farm the land on shares they
do their work in the roughest and most
slovenly way much of the wheat is

sowedbowed on the ground as it is first
sloughedploughedhed the grain being dropped
among the clods other farmers drag
brush over the field and some of the
better farmers use the harrow the
ploughingsloughinghing is done with bullocks who
drag the ploughs through the furrows
by means of a yoke attached to their
horns no fertilizer whatever is used
and the only idea of the man seems to
be to get the wheat into the ground
and then sitelt down and wait torfor the
crop
the life of the argentine farmer

would never suit our people an amer
ican farmer could not be happy here
without he brought hishia associates and
friends along with him I1 cannot de- i

scribe the barrenness and dreariness of
the life in most of the wheat country
there are no trees the little hut of
tilethe farmer made of mud stands out
alone oafon the dreary landscape it has
not a sign of conicomfortfort and the farmers
do not seem to care for anything but
their wheat crop most of them have
no garden they run their accounts at
the nearest graceey and make annual
settlements when they sell their wheat
most of them drink to excess and few
of them have any thought beyond this
one avrop all have large families and
at times of planting and harvesting
nearly all work you may see boys of
eight riding horses in the field and
girls of nine and ten are doing their
share of the harvestbarvest the lack of ele-
vatorsikitors and other conditions demand
that the wheat should be harvested
quickly and at this time you will not
find a harder working people in the
world0O ald than these italian farmers odtheof the
arargentine women and girls men and
boys labor withith allal strength from sun-
rise to sunset and when it is moon-
lightt youou may see them out under the
pstarsfhir kindbindinging and thrashing wheat it is
the same in planting time but between
thess two seasons there is a long vaca-
tion the result tola that the failure of
Ua crop means partial starvation there
Is no reason for this the land is sus-
ceptibleceptible otof ggrowing of a great variety
of crops and asaig plowing can be done
heri every month in the year the ar
gentinai cafter couldbould raise everything
he uses I1kgAs it is Is lais saidgild ha can now
prodprovancefice wheatbeat at a wat 25 to
3020 cents a bushel this may be so
but taking theoe average otof good and
bittlbad drops it is probabletn that wheat
costs as much here as it does in the
united states

tl lais curious to see howbow the wheat to
carried to the cars from such farmsfarm ana
are tar from the railroad it Is hauled
iriin bullock carts the wheels of which
arearb about eight feet high A toadload

several tons is balanced be-
tweenaden a couple of these wheels and
from a dozen to sixtsixteeneen bullocks are
harnessedOAessed up in double file in front ofE
it As the cart moves onward over the
ujkarough road thethe wheels give out such a
screeching tanatI1 you think there must

afebe a hog going on near by itif
you tellball the ia that a bit of grease
onan the axle would top the noise he
replies that ahti is19 necessary andaind that
the bubullocksflocks will wt movemave unless ththeyey
hear it in somesom few ofdf the large farms

macenery Is used and the
threshing toIs commoncommonly17 done with euro-
pean or threshersthre
theirhe argentine isie subject tooto drought

and the crop arbes arid falls accordingtaid h weather the worst thingming how-
ever wast the tanners have to
withes thethe locus jb pstpet that in-is

tests the argentine Is fully as bad as
the locust plague with which the lord

I1 afflicted pharaoh the onlyionly difference
I1 was that pharaohphanh had his locusts for a
few days but the gentinesargentinesAr seems
to be having theirs as a regular thing
the plague does not extend to the ex-
treme south but foror the past seven
years the wheat farmers of the pa-
rana valley have been seriously dam-
aged by it there are a lot of locusts
thisthas year many people believe thatchait the
situation Is such that the number of
locusts will increase from year to year
and that the country can never be treefree
from them they argue this from the
loaauontion of the Argargentineentime it is you
know situated in the temperate zone
ath a delightful climate and a fairly
good soil just above it lies brazil
which is covered with tropical vegeta-
tion and vast areas of which will never
be different from what they are now
in this country it Is claimed that the
locusts have their breeding grounds
they tareare produced toyby the millions there
every year and as a swarm thinksthink
nothing of a flight of milles you
can see that an army starting out from
there isiff a dangerous enemy they say
that the locusts breed in brazil and
annually start out torfor the south eat
ng up everything as they go they ar-
gue and they did riot come in the re-
mote past because the argentine was
then covered ath the coarse grass of
the pampas this the locusts did not
especially care torfor but now since they
have learned of the juicy green wheat
they come every year I1

it is hard tobo realize what a terrible
thing such an invasion Is the locusts
appear in great swarms which often
darken the sun 1if they fly between you
and it they light on everything green
and begin eating the branches of the
trees bend down with ther weight and
you can hear the snapping of their jaws
and they crunch the leaves they will 1

strip anam orchard in a night they often
eat the flesh from the fruit leaving the
stones of the peaches hangingbanging to the
bare branches they are capricious in
their feeding and all choice trees or
those which have been especially culti-
vated are sure to be eaten they will
clean the crops from the fields eating
the grain down to the ground some-
times they will take the green wheat
from one side of the road and pass by
that on the other and they sometimes
fly on and on for days overever rich fields
to feed on those beyond the next
swarm may eat that which tois left

it seems funny to think of these lo-
custs railroad trains but I1
have been told again and again that
this the case they come in such num-
bers that they cover the arartrackska thebafscars crush them the railmile becomegreasy and the wheels spin around
without touching the rails and without
moving the earscare onward aftAA such times
the railspails have to be sanded to get the
care to run in some of the towns it
is said that they even ate the paint off
the houses

the pest of the locust has been sogreat that the argentine government
has been spending large sums of money
tobo get rid otof them among otherthingsthi nige they have sent to the unitedstates forator proc lawrence bruner of
the university of nebraska to bomelcome
hereher to investigate the subjectoubaeot anandd to
give them advice mr bruner Is one
of the best authorities of the world oncm
locusts it Isie from his reportreport whichhas just been received that I1 get muchof my the pictures I1 use
are from him the Argedargentinetine locustslook very much like grasshoppersshoppersthey lreare very prolificfic and the greatest
damage is caused notfinot by those whichcome in swarms butbat by the young
locusts which follow As the locust
trievemove over the V they lay theireggs in the grou nid baxfai female I1lo10

oust makes a hole in the ground widandlays about eggs andaind a month or eo00 i

later these turn into young locusts
who crawl ault and begin their march
over the country their pareparentsnibs havepretty well clecleanedaried up the crop the
babies start out to eat what has grown
up irvin the meanwhile they cannot fly
faratfar at first and they crawlcrawl along bait
linging up everything as they go they
covercorver the ground crawl over the fences
and sweep the country of everything
green

in a few weeks they grow wings and
then fly onward to other feeding
grounds no conicconceptioneption cancam be formed
of the enormous numbers of these lo-
custs in one year sixteen tons of eggs
were destroyed in one place billions
of eggs are nowmow being dug out of the
ground aad crushed and tactodaylaY the
argentine farmers are fighting for
their life with the locusts

the methods for exterminating them
are many and costly thousands of
dollars are spent every year to kkill11

them at the time of an invasion all
the farmers must turn out and destroy
tthemhLM they are caught in traps of
corrugated ironimn they are scooped up
with scrapers and killed poisons are
used and the grass plants and weeds
are sometimes sprinkled with arsenic
kerosene and creosote they are caught
in bags driven into ditches and are
killed in all sorts of ways neverthel-ess in 1896 it is estimated that 80

worth of wheat was thus de
strayed in two states of theithe argentine
this impoverished the farmers of those
blistatestates and the national governgovernments 1

spent that year in giving
them seed wheat

As to what is toito be the future no onecan tell if litit is true cheit the locustslocusitsare to come every year it will be a Itongonig
time before the argentine can have tola
serious effect upon the iwheat market of the world still the
invasions up to thisthiis time have not ex-
tended very far south and ft may be
that the new wheat regions ddll not beaffected by them
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WHEN THE GAME WAS BIG

times lack a lot of being whatwhatthey used to be said ed findley the
onceolnee famous gambler bosabooss

findleyfind ley was reflective he had just
puttput a small bet on meddlesome anam evenmoneymomey favorite atait ingleside through
the clouds of emoke rose up in thecrowded pool room the blackboardshowed that meddlesome had beenheavily backed there were othereither
horses in the racepace but the wise ones
figured that meddlesomeMedd leeome ought to winon form 1 I

the telegraph instrument clicked thefhetelegraph operatorloper albor anao thatrare perfume was off in the leadtaraniTyra tois secondaecond donybony boy Is third
Mmeddlesomeeddlesome a length behindno one paid much atteattensonnUon to thistorfor the horse ithac has the lead at thestart doedreamtsnit always win the race

As I1 was slayingsaying findley resumedin a rem strain 1 I remenaberwhen there were two faroblinks on main street sadanidaround missouri avenue
here the of the ope brokeI110qi aandnd fordor a in lan te everybody elsanelse inthe pool room kept bulet

ini the stretch the caller shoutedtyran Is ahead meddlesome lais sec-ond tyrantynan wins
hyraw wasVMS an 8 to I1 shot pi nd I1leytore up the ticket on meddlesome andsat down to resume themoneymoney clinked but the bookmakersbookmakerspaid out H atle for very few had betonan tyrantyran
chwee waa plentyle 19 tar of0 f moneyin0 ney toin th ow edays he went onoin there anylimit afo some of the games it was apal


