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HILE Christmas g, of course
w still primarily thought of as the

birthday of Christ, some of the
modern methods of celebrating the day
are not strictly those of the land and
couptries in which He lved, Thes:
nethods are rather an outgrowth of the
customs and traditions of the tawny-
halred northern races of Europe, those
imaginative and sun-loving
who gave to us both Banta Claus and
the Chrigstmas tree.

The very name Christmag {8 of com-
)u’llqli\u"l_\f recent origin, though there
fs a remnant of the old heathen time
in the term Yuletide, for some time now
Among the old Teutons Yule-
tide wus the highest festival, as it was
algo among the Saxons when they still
dwelt in northern Germany and before
they had left the snow-carpeted castles
of their home-land gods,

Among those people the most im-
portant event in their year was the
winter solstice, Just why this was so
I8 obvious. In those cold northern
countries the sun was not always
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the original gods and
by g0 doing eventually dethrone them
from popular favor. 8o the primitive
slgnificance of Odin was lost. But
imagine the person of this god as he

appeared to the Teuton skald of old! |

He 18 described as an old man with a

OF SONE CHRISTMAS CUST

broad brimmed hat {8 pressed down | of the early Teutons and did not eoms
Lover his eyes. On the night before | from either the south or the east, bes |
Christmas -lw rides about over the | cauge no such custom or emblem wWas
{ Jand. There you are! Odin and our | ever known in those parts of the world
Banta Claus are one and the same per- | The first Christmas tree, In fact, was
gon, | put up in some dusky German forest

To the same origin may be traced our ' of the far north and was

t a medium

beaming warmly down, as it did In
funny  Italy and summer-steeped
Greece, When all the northern world
vas held in fetters of jece and snow, It
Was naturally a welcome sight to our
heathen ancestors when the sun chang-
€d his retreating coursge and, turning
wrathfully on the jcy foe who had fol-
lowed him, drove the usurper back to
his palace of fce, Then the days grew
longer and the nights ghorter, and heat
and warmth returned to the earth, and
the first premonitions of the distant
gpring filled the earth, It was no won-
der that the people of the frozen flords
and ice covered rivers and dark forests
of the north then grew light hearted
and h"jul(‘!'d.

This winter goletice was supposed to
take place about the £ith of December,
and from the evening of the 24th day of
December to the 4th day of January
extended the

period known of as
Twelve Nights, during which the
change In the zodiae was celebrated

with all manner of festival and merry-
making. Among those rough and ruddy
®ons of vikings and warriors joy found
its expression In odd and grotesque
creations and games, many of which
have come down to us, though strange-
iy altered,

It was during the Twelve Nights that
the Spirit Hunter rode through the alr,
wakening all the life, slumbering in
nature by his magle storm song. Odin,

2 the Spirit Hunter, is the most an-
clent conception of this delty among
the different Teutonic tribes and is
common (o all of them, In Eugland
the Wild Hunt many centuries later was
sometimes called Herlething, and the
story Is told of the king, Herla, who
was imprisoned in a mountain for 300
years by a dwarf and was later doom-
ed to ride for all time on the winds.

Now, it was a common resource
among the carly Christian misslonaries
when they found the beliefs of the
northern pagans too deep rooted to be
avercome o magnify the more terrible

SMALL ITEMS pOF INTEREST,

Berlin has 229 common schools, Sev-
enteen are Catholle,

Those who cannot write English can«
not land in Western Australia.

A Sicllian advocate charged with

|
i
|

|

fraud was recently sentenved to 189 |

years' Imprisonment.

A “Messlak’ at Bamara, Russla, has | Britaln aow had on hand an insurrec-

A dark cloak bespangled with K\‘!lli
gtars hangs over his shoulder, and &
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE,

| long white beard and a vigorous frame, | Chrlstmag tree, resplendent

with ite

colors and candles, It is nothing more

or less than a relic of the sun worship

OF BULAWAYO,

One of the secrets of Great Britain's success as a colonizing power I8 her
principle of always taking the native born, after his territory has been an-
nexed, and converting him into a fighting machine for the protection and

patrolling of his own Jand.

The accompanying (llustration, for instance,

shows the Matabele police force at Bulawayo, a body of well drilled soldiers,

drawn entirely from the native population.

These men not only police Mata-

beleland during times of peace, but form a reserve guard to be called on when
native uprisings beyond the border threaten the peace of the colony, and have
won much admiration for their coolness and bravery during active service.

selected as his special ministrants “ten
wise virgins.”

Oplum eating {8 deseribed as making
serlous ravages among the working
people in the fen district of Hants and
Cambridgeshire in England,

Some one figures out that If Great

tlon In Indla, & rebellion in Australia,
rioting in Ireland and a row in Canada,
it would, in addition to the war in
Bouth Africa, have its hands full,

The life sized bronze equestrian stat-
ue of Frederick the Great by J. L.
Gerome, the French sculptor, which he

will exhibit at the Parls exposition has |

been purchased by Peter Gibson of Cin-
cingatl, and immediately after the ex-
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“Cook n, aul 1 g0n a
| belted ean f best of the
young men of Ei wnd 1 off in
iE uth Africa, it ns, fighting against
'lh- Boers, Son the best famlilies
l‘h England have cheerfully volunteered

for service,
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There have been flying machines without end, but few indeed & such : 4 t' E.[‘.":Wju )
contrivances which have really shown any ability to soar ofi to the cloud : rec »-,,.i'_‘ e s;;
! Y
The accompanying illustration, however, shows Plicher's gliding machins uy AN (A A A
| : ing rit 11 1l on ¢fore th ~| )1
[ which met with comparative suceess during experimen arrled on befor .
} 3 ich a deslgn 1S ats
| untimely death of it Inventor. The principle of the gliding machine's fight | priaten ‘4 g Thi limlp
[ 1s that of the aeroplane, the idea being that the wings of the contrivance | has 4 y proved o favorite \n!:
would Keep 1ts body, together with t velght of the eratoy ended by | phila s and Ig 1 gnized as one of
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AFIGHTER'S SON FOR AFPRICA,

and many of them have al-

l |
! ready been targets for the sharpsh
ers of the Transvaal. One of the t
popular and best known young English- |
men to go to the front lately was Hor
F. Roberts, the son of Lord Roberts
generally known as “Bobs the sl
popular general in the British ar
i']’.‘.l.‘ fighting son of a fighting general
is a stalf officer with Buller and prom- |
se8 to follow in the footsteps of his fa |
% ther in his pursult ary glory.
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Pl A r\'» In some towns of G the tele.
e "‘(}r,ft l]\!mn-- I8 Introduced by toba SIS QS '
Doy, | an additional attraction t Tommy-~Hey, Mr. Santa Cla r ] back to the north pole?
P Y o P ) g 0
[ — e SOy Any one who bu a clgar may, It hg Santa Claus (alias Phillp ( 1boy )Y { .
\\ )/ desires Rk oy the tob nist's my—Then I wigh vou'd ! . ) y r sleigh. He's 8
: }’/\Kf |:I.l;_!_‘11.l:.l;-~-4.___._4_ ,j north pole exj ‘.," 7:11;1! ‘ t take hiy N
\‘\\\ W(My‘\ | TRENCH MAKING BY STEAM, THE PAST NAIL OF THE YOKOR,
“(v“ } ! and forth
{ Klondike by
Wuliing
| | \¢ will be

| of benevolence th the young, but an |
expression of adoration for that great |
god of the Northmen, the sun,

A MINIATURE OF QUEEN ANNE,

The revival of the minlature craze
has brought Into prominence many old
and Interesting specimens of this del-
lcate handiwork, of which a number
are owned by wealthy Americans, One |
of the most |
valuable and at
the same time
unigue minla-
tures owned in
America s an
old one of
| Queen Anne of
M England, the
| property of a
§ collector in|
New York, Al-|

ng picture, &

though the! In that greatest of businesses, modern warfars, ma hinery continues to
work on this play an ever greater and more important part. Time was when the =oldier
: portrait is not [ dug his trenches with a spade bayonet, and tedlous and difficult work it wa [ a
80 delicate as that of the usual minia- | In up to date warfare all this is changed, for hereafter progressive nations | mail s | x huskies hauling ‘l..M
ture of the period, the little tablet has | will use the steam trench maker, a pleture of which is shown in the a i ‘ e | .vVY
numerous historical assoclations that | panying |Hustration. This huge steam plow for cutting trenches was Invent. | 1 ! ‘““""“
give it a value of its own. The char- | ed by Colonel Templer of the Royal engineers and s being made usge of for hrougi the frogen 3 rnesses of Lhe
acter of the small painting may be the first time by British officers in Bouth Afrlca. This plow f= hauled by a | I t nd i ey
realized from the accompanylng illus- | large traction engine and can turn up several miles of trenches In a very few | have | news from the
tration, hours. ! res TR i
|
'posmon it will be shipped to this coun- | penalty is death for any one to pass| was refused the traveler was summon- | of the ten perature and the entire sufe
|try. along the roads until he has been | ed before the court, which awarded 6 | focs nflagratior -
The emperor of China {8 never geen | whirled over the route, marks to the plaintin | T, W, Da {1 ia, Ilis., now 1

walking, riding or driving. When he| A waiter at Chemnitz, Germany, re- In Germany a fire broke out in a | yea: I, & noted who has won
takes an airing, it s In a palanguin | covered by the process of law 6 marks | mine and wag found to be vi ry ob- | several for riding long dise
| eight feet long carried by 82 gayly | “tip” money from a jraveler. The lat- | stinate Finally some reservoirs of | tances and ha miles gince
| dressed servants, who advance at alter, who stald at the hotel about & | Hguid carbonle scld gas were brought | his sixt rsi rihday, s erecting for
swift trot, Before he goes out for this | month, offered the attendant 4 marks, | and put in connection with the seat of | himsel! L cemetery at Peorla a8 mon-
airing the roads are sprinkled with yel- | which were declined, The walter asked | the fire by means of the piping used for | ume { £t which bears @
low sand, and after the sprinkling the | for 12 marks, and when the demand | compressed air, resulting in a lowering | carved rej tation of a bicyels




