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splashing tountains and pretty girls in-
nunierable.

Sauntering about the Jovely place, we
climbed the mountain to inspect the old
churches, which, in this peculiar atmos-
ghere, seemed to vs from the valley

elow a tremendous structure looming
againsl the steel-blue sky, but which on
aPproaching dwindled to a little old pile
of ceniury-eaten stone, with no windows,
with but one door, and with a chime of
bells no bigger than the bells our Ameri-
can cows rattle, half-mufled in clover, at
the flies in the meadows. UBut the clinib-
ing showed us where there were njore
enfrancing studies than the guaintest of
old churches.

Every home in this village nest was
like a bit of old Doric Salem set in a
franme of honeysuckle, jastnine and rose;
and every pillared portico, wide and big
at the house itself was a scene for an
artist and student of simple toil and
Flowing beauty. Here, too, was a de-
ightful surprise in the pleasing discovery
that the cﬁ:licate beauty, the Cuban
wonian, conld do something in the
nature of work. These were the sweet-
est of Cubans and every one was as lazily
busy as pretty. And what brightengag-
ing groupings they were as we passed,
making our admiration as plain in our
eyes and loiterings as they all showed
us in their own eyes and blushes they
were glad that they pleased.

You must know that we were chival-
'rous caballerus, my companion, the don,
and myself, and that no good wonien
are indifferent to true interest and ad-
miration in any country. So it was with
no rudeness on our part nor alarm on
theirs, that we soon found a group of
some twenty senoritas and ninas, pre-
sided over by two or three pleasantly
grave senoras picturesquely bestowed
upon a great lower-enitbowered portico,
singing dainty suatches of Spanish bal-
lads, bandying back and forth harmiess
jests, and fuli as the vines of blossoms
of the alert aggressions and repulses of
budding womanhood,

San Francisco de Paula’s homes are
all diminutive factories of the cool, light
hat known in our country as the *‘palm
leaf,” the same being a leading article of
export from Yucatan to the States,
though it issaid the Americans are only
sent the inferior grades; and here these
falr maids, in a setting of architecture, of

uaint.environment and hlossoms pret-
tier than ever given us on the operatic
stage, were making their dainty and deft
fingers fly marvelonsly. The ninas, or
little girls, split the leaf of the alrgady
bleached palma guana, of fan palm, with
thin-bladed knives, each little one true
and dextrous in her work and rarely
‘making a wrofig stroke or destroying a
slender strand.

Woe set the entire coterie in a flutter
by contracting for the making of a hat
for each one of us, the dicker being
gravely conducted by the don with one
of the discreet senoras; and no two men
were ever put in pleasanter waiting than
we during those two sunny Cuban hours.

With the delicious hospitality of these |

Cubans everywhere we must needs be
made as comfortable as royal guesis;
and, while the stately don was placed in
a great rocking chair nearthe fair girl
whose nimble hands were ulready weav-
ing the snow-white strans of his som-
brero, withott any ado I must accept a
plaited-grass hammock swung by the
side of the entrancing senora who dex-
trous fingers fluttered.among the rust-

inglpalm-strands with the rapidity of the
swift coming and going of the blushes
upon the perfect face.

The old senoras beamed; the young
senoritas Kept up an undertone of gay
saliies, interspersed with gurgles of
laughter; the little ninas giggled hysteri-
cally; a crowd of fat negroes looked on
grinningly; the don rocked benignly to
and fro in his capacious chair; 1 swun
leisurely in my plaited hanimock; and
pledge you that, looking lazily through
our curling cigarette smoke, as the old
senoritas smoked with us, [ saw such
romance and situations in the real
scene and surroundings of this one
Cuban portico as the comedy-opera
makers might utilize with exquisite
pleasure and delight,

EpGar L. WAKEMAN.

——

CITY COUNCIL.

The City Council met jn regular
sessfon Maren 7th, Presivenoy Loot-
bourvw occupyl ¢ the chbuir. The
membrrs pregout were: *R ¢h, Hardy,
Karrick, Horn, Kvaoues, Benrueley,
Wantland, Helss, Folian1, Bell,
Simondl, Moran, Liaweon.

Recorder Btauton was abasent and
bis assistant, Mr. Frsu Deannie, per-
formed bis uuties,

The Froceedingn.

A. B.aud J. M, Hartmon asked ty be
allowed to plle building material on
Becond South street between Bast
I'cwnple and Btate sircets. Committes
on plreets,

Marcetius M, Gray asked fur a trano.
chise L erect anu malnisin & gas and
eleatric Jigbt menutacturivg plaot fur
& peried of twenty-five years. Com.
mitles ou slroets.

Philip Avuume ssked to be allowed to
svujutiin & bool bluck slupu sl the
Godbe: Pitts corper.  Usnmmities ou
slreels,

L, Petit mneked for Lhe releape of
cerlain laud  wsold for laxes. CiLy
atlorney.

Al Bcitlund sent in a gonimunica:
oo seking fur 80 for delegll ve seIvices
in the Bhuwel investigation., Comumit-
tes o0 Clalus,

Barabh B. Gibson and uthers ashed
that s certuia streel in ilw recculiy
A, ¢Xed uistrigt be named Bieiue
streel. Commniltee on slreets,

A propositivn froma W, 8. McCor-
nick to foruish  five 1ncaddesce bl
lighta tree of charge for the projer
lhumination uf the Eugle GQiate was
necepted, '

The lIuvdustrial Architectural Iron
Workso! Cirucluuaty, Otile, seut 1uu
voiumunication in which Lhey slated
that Bume tlw.e ago Llbey regeivey
cupien of plane anu apecltications tor
the proposed city jaill, but stter ex.
uminjug them carefully concluved not
lo bju owing L the incompleleness ui
ihe plunesud the jodefinite characler
ot the gpecificatious. They asked o
Lo jurnished With new plaue thatl they
might hid intellipently. Cumoittceon
|prisuns,

C. A, Grueoer and others avked for
ub usphait sldewalk ou Becoun. Bouth
street from Kilth West 10 the Jordsy
river. ity engineer.

. F. Dautell and otbers asged for an
exivnslun of water maing uvn Canbou
streel. Cuommities ou waterwe Pky,

D. 8. Davidsou asked lor purmission
pite bullding material at Nu, 48 east

e,

Becond Bouth eireet, Cummittee on
sirests with power to act.

J.J. Bmith and othere asked for an -
electrle light on FrankHn avenue,
Committes on improvementa.

1. Ji. Wuouruff and others asked that
Third Bouth street be graded from
Tenth to Twelfth Xasi streete, Com-
miltes on streuts,

D. B. Carson asked to be appointed
to u pusition vn the police furce. Re.
ferred to the Mayor, )

Wendeil Benpson submitted a subst|.
tute tor a torumer petition which bug
been before the Couunecll, anil now
petitions fur & franchise for u gas anu
electric light plant, with tbe usuaal
privileges. Lald u¥.r to come up
unuer the head of miscell ineous buai.
ness.

H. G. McMillan and others asked
Lhat a [ranohbise he not granted to Lhe
Salt Lake City Btreet Ruliway com.
,any cn Kest Boulh Temple 8irevts,
Filed.

The Woolley Laundry ocompany
asked to be mllowed tu connect its
cetabilsbment with the sewer muios,
Committee on rewerage.

Henrietta Yeadon msked for reljer
from ibe payment of sldewalk $ux.
Board of publlic worka.

A, H. Cannun andJ others usked fop
an electrio li«htat the corner of Elghth
Soutnd and ¥i.th Wesl streele, Com-
wiliet vy 10 prove ments.

C. W, Hardy unJ uthers asked for
anl extedejom of tiwe Ju which Lo
ashe payments of sewer taxes. Cily
allorney,

Miss E. V. Davia and otbers ashed
that B sireet be yraded from First 1o
Fuourty wtreets. Commllive pgn sireets,

FROM FOUR TO S8(X MILLS.

The superfutenuent of walerwurks
reported tuut tbe estimated cost of ex-
tensivt ¢f  wulermsins ou  R,per,
Eleventh Eust streetz nnd Emersop
nvenue, I8 $5,700 apd the amount of
the nssessinent is only $3,978.83 mak.
ingf a juifference o1 $1,722; that the
property lo that purt of the city s cut
apinte rmall loth nnd be tbougut the
asscsptnent should be raiged to »ix
i,

Bearing on that eubject Rich offered
the tellowjog tesolutiovn which was
adopted:

Whereas, The amount of assessment of
the proposed watermain eoxtension on
Eleventh East in the new unnex to the
city, on 994,702 square fee: f{rontage
amounlts 10 $3,978.82 at o four mill assess-
ment and gthe actual cus. of same 1
#5,868.21; therefore, be it
hesolvad, That the Assessment be
rajsed -to’ 8ix mtlls per square foot to
cover the deflciency of £1,089.38 on sajd
oxtension.

RAILWAY FRANCHIEE,

In the matler jof the peution ufl Lthe
Balt Lake & Los Anpgelen Rallway
Company asking 10t a Irsnchire tor ap
vxtension of 148 racke vu Bixtb Wegt
Biruet, tbe city engiveer recommendeod
1hBl the request be granted upo con-
ditiyn tbat the comp.8ny remove Cer-
1ain other tragks and builuinge, Laid
over lu cume up under the nesd of
miscellaneous business,

WANTED—A HAPE,

City Auditor Raybould reprerented
that he wan whhbout » safe iy his office
iu which o keep vuluadle pupers in
his posteselon, and arked that one be
Frovided, .




