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has placed on the earth to give His
word unto His people. Zlon cannot be
butlt up in any other way. And the
T,ord will give us means and pour
wealth into our laps. I have heard this
promise from my boyhood up. 1T heard
the Prophet Joseph say that [f this
peaple got 30 that they would listen
to counsel and be ohedient and un-
gelfish, the Lord would pour the wealth
of the world into our laps. I know it
myself now. I could not testify to it
then, for T was but a youth; but 1
know it of myself now, by the revela-
tions of God to me. If our people will
only do what they ought to do, as they
have done In building this tabernacle,
and as they are doing from tlme to
time In the various labors that are
assigned them—if they continue to do
§t, God will continue to bless them,
If we pay our tithing and are liberal
witbh the Lord, He will be liberal with
ug. Do not think for a moment that
when you glve a doliar that you Im-
po\-erish yourself that much. It Is a
mistaken idea. I know that is the old
way of looklng at it: but it i3 a fal-
lacy. Men will try to prove It to vou;
put I say It is all wrong. No man im-
poverighes himself that obeys the
commandments of God. What he glves,
God will restore to him, and more
abundantly. He wants us to be a
people that will put our trust in- Him
and believe that He has tbe power to
fuliill His worde and to give us more
than we can possibly give to Him. I
am telling you the truth of heaven.
1 know Lhis people ought to be obedi-
ent to the things that God has re-
wvealed and to the commandments He
has glven. If they will do so, He will
reward them abundantly.

1 was reading the other day an ac-
count of a man by the name of George
Mueller, He was an extraordinary man,
He lived to be ninety-three years of
age, and died a 1ittle while ago. He
wa#s an independent in hla religious be-
* Ijef. 1 do not know that he joined any
ghurch or associated with any par-
ticular denomination; yet he was fam-
fliar with almost all the denomina-
tions. Bome fifty or sixty years ago
the thought took possession of bim
that he would try and alleviate the
sufferings and the wrongs which ex-
jated in soclety. In 1849 he succeeded
in building a&n orphans’ home, not far
from Bristol, England. At the time of
his death he had succeeded in bulld-
ing five of these hom:s, and had up-
wards of two thousand chitdren that
he cared for and educated. He had a
corps of assistants, and his outlay for
this work was about 3$130,000 a wyear.
The benefits of that which he dld were
very widespread. He dilstributed about
a million and a half of New Tesla-
ments, about half a million Bibles, and
large quantities of other literature,
Atogether, from the time he com-
menced until his death, he expended
aver sBix millons of dollars In thia
work. Of course, the mere recital of
this, as far as 1 have gone, does not
carry with it anything at all remark-
able, because other men have spent
Jarge sums of money in alleviating the
Qistresses of thelr fellow creatures,
But this is the remarkable thing
about this case—and It lllustrates
this principle upon which T am speak-
fng: this man never asked any human
being for help; he never begged a dol-
lar; he never entreated anyhody to
give him money! 8o particular was he
in relation to that which he was do-
fng that for several years he would
not even publish that which he was
accomplishing, for the reason that it
might stir up somebody to take
hold of 1t. Now, how did he
accomplish this? He was a poor man
himself, and sometimes when he had
fipished one meal he did not know
where he would get the next. He had
no bank stocks; he had no pergonal in-
come from any source; and yet, as 1

have sald, he accumulated and expend-
ed over slx millions of dollars. He did
this by the power of prayer! Even to
us, who are 30 tamliliar with the results
of prayer, It seems incredible that this
work could be done by a single man
through the influence of prayer; but it
Is declared to be the truth that he ac-
complished all this without asking hu-
man aid, but imploring God In prayer
to glve him the means to carry on his
work. In answer to hls prayers, peo-
ple would come and give him money.
He, with those who were wlth him,
would beseech the TLord to open the
way and supply his daily wants, and
he never went short. He was jealous
about this, lest anyone should have the
glory of it; and so anxlous was he that
God shoutd have the glory that, as I
have said, he would not make his
wants known to men. A short time
before his death, he challenged anyone
to prove that he had ever asked a hu-
man being for ald.

To me the story of this man's life
was a most impressive ope. 1 said to
myself, "Here I8 an illustration of
what God will do even to a man who
does not hold the Priesthood of the Son
of God-—a man who has such prayerful
confidence and such supreme faith In
God that he can truat Him to_the very
uttermost.,” I belleve this story with
all my heart. I believe it 1s possible to
do this, My own life is an lllustration
of It in a very small way. I have
preached a~, great deal with-
out purse and scrip, and 1
never yet asked a human
would have been a great trial to me to
belng for anything that 1 wanted. It
have had to ask my fellow men for
atd. The firat money ever gliven to me
while on a misgion, I was so ashamed
to take Lt thrat I returned it to the
widow who gave it to me, for I could
not bring myself to accent it. 1 re-
pented of it, however, because T Knew
it was wrong; I deprived that woman
of a Dblessing by not taking that
money. But I had this feeling of
shrinking-——maybe It wnas pride; and I
could not bring myself to ask men for
means. But I could go to the Lord,
and I did go to Him, and He supplied
me in most extraordlnary ways, I was
on the Sandwich Islands, where a
picayune—six and a quarter cents—
was As much to them as fifty dollars
almost would be to us now; and I re-
member being asked by Brother and
Qister F. A. Hammond where I expect-
ed to get some new clothing, as my
clothes were getting very shabby. 1
could not tell them. I said, The Lord
will bring it about,” because I knew
He heard and answered prayer; and
He did do so. And is not that the ex-
perience of hundreds of Elders—shall I
not say thousands? Perhaps there are
hundreds In this congregation whose
experience 13 similar to mine in this
respect. And if the Lord can hear the
prayers of humble Elders and furnish
them with means, can He not hear the
prayers of His servants concerning
greater enterprises, which require
more means and more faith? Certain-
ly He can. God I8 not limited In His
power to the furnishing of some article
of clothing. As I have said, the whole
earth is Hls. The heaven of heavena
iz the Lord’'s. The cattle on a thousand
hills, the fizh that swim In the sea, and
everything there is_upon the face of
the earth—all are His. And He has
His agents by the thousands ready to
do His bidding, and to Interpose ln he-
half of His children. They are invis-
1hle to us perhaps, though occastonally
one may see them: but they are never-
theless around us, and we can feel
thelr heavenly presence. Now, how
easy it is for them to overrule and con-
trol and shape things to suit the Lerd
and His purposes, He has done this
all the time in conpectlon with this
work. He has turned aside our ene-
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mies when it has meemed as though
we should perlsh. He has made the
wrath of men to praise Him,
He thas defeated thelr wmachina-
tiong, and their well-laid plans
He has brought to naught, And

He {8 able to do this always, and wll|
do It if we will only have faith in hlm,
and belleve that He can do this, and
put untaltering trust in Him. All that
{3 necessary Is to &now what is the
right thing to do. How shall we know
it? We can know it by receiving it
through the constltuted authority that
God has placed on the earth to repre-
sent Him. When the word of the
Lord comes through that authority, and
a command Is glven to ue to Ao a cer-
tain thing, Jet me tell you, in the name
of the Lord Jesus, that can be done if
we will do it. It may seem as !mpos-
sible as the crossing of the Red Sea
wasa to the Israelites. When they got
to the Red Sea there was the sea in
front of them, the mountains on elther
side, and their enemies behind them,
But the Lord was equal to the oceasion,
He caused his servant Moses to amite
the Red Sea, and a way of deliverance
was opened up to His people, So It is
now, and it ever will be when Hlis peo-
ple put their trust in Him and go and
do In faith that whlech He requires at
their handa. It they will do this, there
ia nothing that can prevent the accom-
plishment of the work that I8 entrusted
to them.

Do you pot belleve this, ‘my brethren
and slsters? I know you do. I know
that in every heart in this congregation,
In which there la falth, there is a Teady
response that this is the truth of
heaven, and that possible to God s
everything that He requires at our
hands. I am glad, therefore, that this
Tabernacle haa been built. I am glad
that the falth of the Latter-day Saints
has been drawn forth sufliciently to do
this. Now, continue your good works,
my brothren and sisters. .Continue to
exercise faith. Contlnue to cultivate
the principle of union and love in your
midet. Cease your wrongdoing. Control
vour children. Honor the Priesthood
of the Son of God, Let no word he
spoken In your streets, or in ¥Your
dwellings, or in your associatlons, dero-
gatory to the work and the servants
of God, or that would in any manner
grieve the 8pirit of God. 1t is true, Hia
servants are fallible men. No one Knows
their fnilibility better than they do
themselves, speaking generally. They
know how much they shrunk from
bearing the responslbility which Ged
has placed upon them. Joseph F. 8mith
and George Q. Cannon, who are heére to-
day, never wanted the office that they
hold. We both would have aveided it
1f we could. We did not seek for power,
but have endeavored to protegt againat
recelving it. Nothing hut the commanaq
of God would have induced us to have
taken it. But God did command; He did
make this requirement of us, and we are
here today, standing in the position we,
do, unsought for by us. So it s with
all of us. Ali you who know Wilford
Woodruff know that that man never
had any aspiration to preside over this
Church., He presides today because God
required it at His hands. Therefore,
should you not uphold these men?
Should you not pray for them? Should
you be envious of them? &hould you
speak evil of them, and be jealous
of them? 1 say, No:; for if you do,
God will be angry with you. 1 have
apoken about the First Presidency of
the Church; but I need not confine
thepe remarks to them; they apply with
equatl force to the Twelve Aposties.
and to the presidenta of Stakes. FEd-
ward Partridge did not get the offlee
of president of the Utah Stake of Zion
because he sought for it. David John
does not stand where hé does becAuse
he desired It; neither does Reed Smoot,
The same thing applies, no doubt, to
the High Council, and to the Bishops,
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