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hasbas placed on the earth to give his
word unto his people zion cannot be
built up in any other way and the
tord will givegilve us means and pour
wealth into our laps I1 have heard this
promise from my boyhood up I1 heard
the prophet joseph say that if this
people got so that they would listen
to counsel and be obedient and un
selfish the lord would pour the wealth
of the world into our lapslapa I1 know it
myself now I1 could not testify to it
then for I1 was but a youth but I1
know it ot myself now by the revela-
tions of god to me if our people will
only do what they ought to do as they
haveleave done in building this tabernacle
andjid as they are doing from time to
time in the various labors that are
assigned themabern if they continueconitinue to do
it god will continue to bless them
jfif we pay our tithing and axeare liberal
with the lord he will be liberal with

r UsOS iodo not thick for a moment that
when you give a dollar that you im

yourself that much it is a
I1
f mistaken idea I1 know that is the old

f yayway of looking at it but it is a fal
r lacy men will try to prove it to you

toutbut I1 say it is all wrong no man im-
poverisheses himself that obeys the

T commandments of god what he gives
god will restore to mmhim and more

f abundantlyundantly he wants us to be a
people that will put our trust in him
and bebelievelieve that he has the power to
fulfilltolfill his words and to give usue more

whan we can possibly give to him I1
jaun telling you the truth of heaven

7 tt know this people ought to be obed-
ientY 4 to the things that god has re

1I
healed and to the commandments he
loolias given if they will do so he will

beward them abundantly
I1 waswan reading the other day an ac-

count
acll

of a man by the name of george
imueller he was an extraordinary man
tasee lived to be ninety three years of
buffe and died a little while ago he

yaswas an independent in his religious be
lief I1 do not know that he joined any

church or associated with any par
albularcular denomination yet he was fam

aliar withalith almost all the denomina-
te some fifty or sixty years ago

toebe thought took possession of him
I1 that he would try and alleviate the

and the wrongs which ex
cubed ina society inn 1849 hee succeeded
juin building an orphans home not far
fromorn bristol engengland at the time of
Usilia death he had succeeded in build-
ingang five of these homm and had up
warda of two thousand children that

a cared for and educated he had a
corps otof assistants and his outlay for

ft work waswa about a year
lahee benefits of that which he did were
veryhery widespread he distributed about
9 million and a halthalf of new testa
42enU about hau a million bibles and
largege quantities of other literature

Yx
7 iA agethertogetherOgether from the time he com

aneed until his death he expended
t over six millions of dollars in this

vorkfc of course the mere recital of
as far noaa I1 have gone does not

awryAM with it anything at all remark
v TiBtble because other men have spent

eatrueEatrge sum of money in alleviating the
r tresses of their followfellow creatures
k this is thee remarkable thing

BCboutboot thisthip case andand it illustrates
lUBi principlerinciple upon which I1 am speak

alliaa man never asked any human
t ing for helpbelp he never beggedbegged a dol

lay hebe never entreated anybody to
ve him money ato0 eular wasa he

an relation to that which he was do
ang that for several yearsyeam he would

t even publish that which he was
17 mplishing for the reason thia it

stir up somebody to take
aidid otat it now how did he

eom this he waswag a poor man
f and sometimessometimees when he hadbad

fishednirtied one meatmeal he did not
he would get the next he

jaw bo baukbankba uk stocks he had no perpersonal in
avaanaeome fromfroin any source and yet as

64A

have said he accumulated and expend-
ed over six millions of dollars he did
this by the power of prayer even to
us who are so familifamiliarax with the results
of prayer it seems incredible that this
work could be done by a single man
through the influence of prayer but it
is declared to be the truth that he ac-
complishedcomplished all this without asking hu-
man aldaid but imploring god in prayer
to give him the means to carry on his
work in answer to his prayers peo-
ple would come and give him money
he with those who were with him
would beseech the lord to open the
way and supply his dallydaily wants and
he never went short he was jealous
about this lest anyone should have the
glory of it and so anxious was he that
god should have the glory that as I1
have said he would not make his
wants known to men A short time
before his death he challenged anyone
to prove that he had ever asked a hu-
man being for aidadd

to me the story orof this mans lirelife
was a most impressive one I1 said to
myself here is an illustration of
what god will do even to a man who
does not hold the priesthood of the son
of god a man who has such prayerful
confidence and such supreme faith in
god that he can trust him to the very
uttermost I1 believe this story with
all my heart I1 believe it is possible to
do this my own life is an illustration
of it in a very small way I1 have
preached a great deal with-
out purse and scrip and I1
never yet asked a human
would havehaive been a great trial to me to
being for anything that I1 wanted it
have had to ask my ffellowellow men for
aid the first money ever given to me
while on a mission I1 was so ashamed
to take it that I1 returned it to the
widow who gave it to me for I1 could
not bring myself to accept it I1 re-
pented of it however because I1 knowknew
it was wrong I1 deprived that woman
of a blessing by not taking that
money but I1 had this feeling of
shrinking maybe it was pride and I1
could not bring myself to ask men for
means but I1 could go to the lord
and I1 did go to him and he supplied
me in most extraordinary ways I1 was
on the sandwich islands where a
picayune six and a quarter cents
was as much to them as fifty dollars
almost would be to us now and I1 re-
member being asked by brother and
sister F A hammond where I1 expect-
ed to get some new clothing as my
eaothesclothes were getting very sheshabbyabby I1
could not tell them I1 said 1Ithehe lord
will bring it about because I1 knew
he heard and answered prayer and
he did do so and is not that the ex-
perienceperience of hundreds of elders shall I1
not say thousands perhaps there axeare
hundreds in this congregation whose
experience is similar to mine in this
respect and if the lord can hear the
prayers of humble elders and furnish
them with means can he not hear the
prayers of his servants concerning
greater enterprises which require
more means and more faith certain-
ly he can goG od is not limited in hishia
power to the furnishing of some article
of clothing As I1 have said the whole
earth Is his the heaven of heavens
is the lords the cattle on a thousand
hills the flabfish thatthat swim in the sea and
everything there tois upon the face of
the earth all are his and he has
hisdjs agents by the thousands rreadyeady to
do his bidding and to interpose in be-
half of his children they are invis-
ible to us perhaps though occasionally
one may see thernthem but they are never-
theless around us and we can feel
theirthe ir heavenly presence now how
easy it is for them to overrule and con-
trol and shape things to suit the lord
and his purposes he has done
all the time in connection with
work he has turned aside our oneene

mies when it has seemed as though
we should perish he has made the
wrath of men to praise him
he has defeated their machina-
tions and their well laid plans
he has brought to naught andhe is able to do this always and will
do it itif we will only have faith in him
and believe that he can do this and
put unfaltering trust in him all that
is necessary is to know what is the
right thing to do how shall we know
it we can know it by receiving it
through the constituted authority that
god has placed on the earth to repre-
sent him when the word of the
lord comes through that authority and
a command isia given to us to do a cer-
tain thing let me tell you in the name
of the lord jesus that can be done if
we will do it it may seem as impos-
sible as the crossing of the red seaflea
was to the israelites when they got
to the red sea there was the sea in
front of them the mountains on either
side and their enemies behind them
but the lord was equal to the occasion
he caused Mshis servant moses to smite
the red sea and a way of deliverance
was opened up to his people so it is
now and it ever will be when his peo-
ple put their trust in him and go and
do in faith that which he requires at
their hands if they will do this there
toIs nothing that can prevent the accom-
plishmentment of the work that is entrusted
to them

do you not believe this rnyny brethren
and sisters I1 know you do I1 know
that in every heart in this congregation
in which there is faith there tois a ready
response that this is the truth of
heaven and that possible to god tois
everything that he requires at our
hands I1 am glad therefore that this
tabernacle has been built I1 am glad
that the faith of the latter day saints
has been drawn forth sufficiently to do
this now continue your good works
my brethren and stsistersaters continue to
exercise faithfaath continue to cultivate
the principle of union and love in your
midst ceasebesse your wrongdoing control
your children honor the priesthood
of the son of god let no word be
spoken in your streets or in your
dwellings or in your associations dero-
gatory to the work and the servants
of god or that would in any manner
grieve the spirit of god it tois true htahis
servants are fallible men- no one knows
their fallibility better than they do
themselves speaking generally they
know how much they shrunk from
bearing the responsibility which god
has placed upon them joseph F smith
and george Q cannon who are here to-
day never wanted the 0officece that they
hold we both would have avoided it
if we could we did not seek torfor power
but have endeavored to protest against
receiving it nothing but the command
of god would have induced us to have
taken it but god did command he did
make this requirement of us and we are
here today standing in the position warW
do unsought for by us so it tola
all of us all you who know wilfordWl lford
woodruff know that that man never
had any aspiration to preside over this
church he presides today because god
required it at his hands thereforeTheWOT

I1 should you not uphold these men
should you not pray for them should
you be envious of them should youyomyo m

speak evil of them and be jealous
of them I1 say no for if you do
god will be angry with you I1 have
spoken about the first presidency of
the church but I1 need not confine
these remarks to them they apply with
equal force to the twelve apostles
and to the presidents of stakes ed-
ward partridge did not get the office
of president of the utah stake of zion
because he sought torfor it david john
does not stand where he toesdoes because
he desired it neither does reed smoot
the same thing applies no doubt to
the high council and to the bishopsBl


