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destriesdus tries of any people or any other
person

so great has been the injury to
fisheriessheries from the irregular and des-
tructivetructive slaughter of sealsbeals in the
open waters of behring sea by
canadian vessels whereas the gov
erneminentment had allowed a hundred

k thousandcusandth to be taken annually for a
series of years it isia now compelled
to reduce the number to sixty thous-
and if four years of this violation
of natural law and neighbors rightsrigig
has reduced the annual slaughter of
seals by forty per cent it is easy to
seeam how short a period would be re-
quired to work a total destruction of
the fisheries

the ground upon which her
MajestyMaje Ps government justifies or
at least defends the course of the
canadian vessels rests upon the fact
that they were committing their
acts of destruction on the high seas
it is doubtful whether her Maje
government would abide by the
rule if an attempt were made to
interfere with the pearl fisheries of
ceylon which extend more than
twenty miles from the shore line
and have been enjoyed by england
without molestation ever since their
acquisition so well recognized is
the british ownership of those fishfiah
eris regardless of the limit of the
three mile line that her Maje

H ggovernmentgovernmentovernment feels authorized to sell
t the pearl fisheries right from year to

H year to the highest bidder nor is it
it probablero bable that the modes of fishing

tonn tthehe grgrandand banks altogether
but highly destructive

V would be j asti fled or even permitted
I1 by great britain on the pleapica that

thea vicious acts committed were
moreore miles from shore

he m a dynamite as one of
these d ve methods

doesdoe h abestys government
seriouslyserious maintain that the law of
nations Tsis powerless to prevent such
violation of the common rights of
man ara the supporters of justice
in all nations to be declared

s detent to prevent wrongs so odious
and so destructive in the judg

ement of this government the law of
ththeP sea is not lawlessness one step
beyond that which her Maje
government has taken in this direc-
tion and piracy finds its jurisdic-
tion 91

this government has been ready
concede much in order to adjust

all11 the differences of views and
has in the judgment of the pres-
identde already proposed a solution

ly but generous
the president now awaits with in-
terest not unmixed with solicitudesolicit tide
any proposproposition0 for0 a reasonable ad-
justmentjust ent whichaich her Maje gov-
ernmentn ent may submit the forciblefoi cible
resistancesis nee to which this government
jsis constrainedcos strained in behring sea is inin
the presidents judgment demand
ede not only by the necessity of de
fefendingding the traditional long estab-
lished rights ofaloft p united states

kimtbut also the rights of good govern
ment and good morals the world

stiver
acinin this contentioncontentlin the govern

lentedt of the united states has no
selon and no deacre to withdraw

jar modify the position which it has
any time maintainedmaluta ned against the

imperial government of russia
the united states will not with-
hold from any nation privileges
which it demanded for itself when
alaska was a part of the russian
empire nor is the government of
tilethe united states dispodisposedged to exea
elsecise in those possessions any less

or authority than it was will-
ing to concede to the imperial gov-
ernment of russia when its sover-
eignty extended there

on april ath fote wrote
to blaine in answer to his invitation
for proposal for u bettlesettle-
ment that as the sole object of
the negotiations was the preserva-
tion of tilethe fur seal species regard-
less of advantage to any particular
nation or private interest it would
be strange if there should be a
failure to devise means ofsolving the
difficulties which lied arisen in
view of the divergent views held
no solution would satisfy opinion
in canada or great britain with-
out a full inquiry by a mixed
commission of experts mean-
while liehe was prepared to re-
commend to his government cer-
tain provisional and precautionary
measures to remove apprehension
of the depletion of the fur seal
species pending the report of the

icommissioncommissiocommiss fofonn he then cites author-
ities to show that the number of
seals is on the increase the minis-
ter says

I1 but inn order to ququietlet all apprehen-
sion on that score heha would propose
the following provisional regula-
tions that scalingcaling should be pro-
hibited in behring sea the sea of

and adjoining waterswater
during the months of may june
october november and december
which may be termed the migration
period of the fur sealreal

second that all sealing vessels
be prohibited from approaching the
breeding islands within a radius of
tentell miles

the minister then embodies the
draft of an agreement for a mixed
commission to cocoverver thetheseseandand other
points and report

the marquis of salisbury under
date of may in a letter to the
british minister after saying that
the negotiations between blameblaine and
the minministeristir affords a strong reareason
to hope that the question is in a ffairair
way towards a satisfactory adjust-
ment undertakes to reply to blainesblaineIS
arguments relative to the statement
that the seizures were justified by
the fact that they engaged in the
pursuit contra mores the marquis
says

it Is obvious that two questions
are involved first whether the
pursuit and killing of fur seals inin
certain parts of the open sea isie from
the point of view of international
morality an offense contra bonos
noresmores secondly whether if such
be the case this justifies seizure on
the high seseasas and subsequent con-
fiscationfis in time of peace of private
vessels of a friendly nationdation 51

he says further that it is an
axiom of international maritime
law that such action is only ad

in case of piracy or in pur-
suance of a special international
agreement this principle has
been universally admitted by jur

lots and was very distinctly laid
down by president tyler in a special
message to congress dated febru-
ary 27 1843 when after acknowl-
edging the right to detain and
search a vessel on suspicion otof
piracy he goes on to say with
this single exception noDO nationdation has
in time of peace any authority to
detain the ships of another upon the
high seas upon any pretext what-
ever outside of its territorial juris-
diction

now the pursuit of seals in the
open sea under whatever circum-
stances liashas never hitherto been
considered piracy by a civilized
state nor even itif the united
states had gone so far as to make
the killing offuof fur sealsreals piracy by their
municipal lawjaw would this have
justified them in punishing offenses
against such law committed by any
persons other than their own citi-
zens outside the territorial jurisdic-
tion of the united states in the
case of the slave tradetarde a practice
which the civilized world agreed to
look upon with abhorrence the
right of arresting the vessels of an-
other country was exercised only by
special international agreement aud
no one government has been alloialloweded
that general control of morals iuin
this respect which blaine claims in
behalf orthe united states in regard
to seal hunting but her Maje
government must question whether
thisthia pursuit can be as goncon
imi bono mores unless and until
for special reasons it has been
agreed by the international ar-
rangementranrau gement to forbid it fur seals
are indisputablydisputablyiu animals ferae
naturae and have universally been
regarded by jurists nsIS res
until caught no personsperson there-
fore can have propertypre perty in them un-
til he has actually reduced them
into his possession by capture it
requires something more wanthan a
mere declaration that the govern-
ment or citizens of the united
stateSta r even other countries ioin
tere an the seal trade are losers

ibby a course of protection to
render tha IbiAimmoralnoral

her M W vernment would
deeply rregresseg that the pursuit ot fur
seals on the IIIhigh seas by british
vessels should involve even the
lightlighetttt injury to the people of the
bated states if the case be proved
theythery will be ready to consider what
measuresmeasurer camcattleIWe properly taken for
a remedy of injury but they
would be unable on that ground to
depart from the principles on which
free commerce onoil the high seas de-
pends 11

respecting blai nos statement of
the exclusive monopoly enjoyed
by russia the marquis from
john quincy adams united states
minister in russia which nationdation in
1821 prohibited all foreign vessels
from approaching within ththreeree
miles from the coast of behring
straits to the fifty first degree north
latitude to tilethe effect thathat tilethe
united states could admit no part
of ahse claims he also cites the
easecase of the united states brig
lariat to show that the right of
fishing thus asserted included tilethe
right of killing fur bearing animals4
the brig was forced by an artlarmeilieti


