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yeara of age had been picked out of
the ecrowd and put upon a table. 1In
front of him wns a revolving wire bas-
ket filled with hollow ivory balls, each
tontaining one of the numbers from
T to 10. The basket was whirled and
the boy pleked out a bhall. The number
in {t was the thousands of the prize,
another whirl gave the flgure for the
hundreds, a third for the tens and =
fourth for the units. The whole thing
wagr fair enough, only, as the rlealde,
or the eity judge, In charge told me,
there was only about one chance In
five hundred of a ticket holder drawing
anything., The president of this ecom-
pany is a naturalized Amerlean eltizen
named Dugue. He is the owner of the
only paper in Panama and his profits
from his 3$80.000 worth of lottery stock
are about $35000 in sllver each year,
There i8 a chance for a concesslon
here for waterworks. Panama is now
supplied with water by peddlers, whe
zo about through the streets, seated
orn barrel earts, each of which is pullea
by a mule. In the wet meason the city
relieg on the clsterns. There is, I am
told, good water in the hills twelve
miles away. and 1t could easily be piped

to the city. Panama has about 25,000
people.
The tidesn prevafls in the Unitea

Btates that the greater part of South
Amerlea ig low, moist and unhealthful.
Thia is not 0. ‘There are vast areas
bere which are as salubrious as any
part of North America. Mr. Kennedy,
gen Ameriean mining engineer who has
prospected in all parts of our conti-
nent, as well as In many parts of this,
tella me that for every habitable square
mile in North America there is an
equnlly rich and healthful square mile
here, and that south of the equator
there are vast areas of undeveloped
agrieultural territory which have not
heen touched, He saye that this is the
Klondike of the future in gold as well
ana in other things, and prediets that
the eyes of the world will wsoon he
turned southward. In Colombia . most
of the prople live back from the coasts,
where there are plains and valleys of
vast extent from 3,000 to 6.000 and more
feet above the gea. Colombla {s'a land
of pold. It Is Uke Alaska In that you
cannot wash the sgoil anywhere along
the’ rivers without: finding what the
miners call enlor. I saw men washing
the eands ©of the sea in the bay of
Panama, Rnd though they said they dld
not get much. I have heen told they
have been doing the same work for
yeara. Tt was here that msome of the
S8 aniards cot some of thelr flrst gold,
and since the eonquest an aggregation
GE  $700.000,000 worth of“the preclous
metals has heen taken nut of Colombia,
A preat desl of mining Is now going on
fn the depsrtment or satate of Antio-

qun. which i reached by golng geveral |

fiundreds of milen up the Magadalena
river. Here small dinmonds are some-
timmes found with the mold. WBnglish
partieas own a number of the best

frres In this reglon, and much eapltal
i@ Invested. There are now between 300
and 400 gold mines being worked In

wia.

c%?:rly all of the Tndlan trihes have
more or leag zold. I hava heen told of
a curicus method which the ehureh has
of petting the Indlans to sive up their
gold. They are prone to hoard it, hut
an they
prieatzs have In pome of the churches
the {magzes of certain saints who are
aupposed to cure diseases, but to whom
must first be offered in gold a minia-
ture Image of the part which ia dis-
eanad. If a man has a sore leg he
molds & lttle leg of gold—it may he
the slze of his little fineger, it may he
larger—and offers it to the =aint. It I8
hung up hefore his blesgedness on a
atring with other similar offerings of
golden eves. teeth, heads and legs for
a time and {f the Bore part gets well
the Indian is convinced the saint and

the gold did the work. Mr. Mansfleld,
an Ameriean electrical engineer, who
Is In eharge of the eleetric lights and
the street rallway of Panama, is my
authority for this statement. He says
he has often tried to buy sueh relics
from the priesta [n the interior, but
that though they acknowledge that
they melt up and use the relies after a
time they will not sell them.

Mr. Mansfield 18 generally considered
one of the best of the foreign ‘author-
{tles on the wonderful wealth of vege-
table life of the Isthmus of Panama.
Before I left Washington I was asked
by the seeretary of agrieulture to look
up ecertain plants and trees which {t fs
thought might profitably be Introduced
inte the United States. Among those
agked for from the {sthmus was the
Platonie bamboo, whivh g sald to have
i leaf 4 foot wide and fifteen feet long.
It was this inquiry that brought me
into contact with Mr. Mansfield and
gave me mueh curious infermatlon.
Sald he: "There iz a wonderful variety
of plant life here. and many specimens
I believe swhich are not generally
known,

There are more than twenty varieties
of bamboos on the {sthmus. There are
woods superlor in their lasting qualities
to the teak wood of Siam and a great
amount of mahogany and dye woods.
There are plants and woods whieh the
Indians use for medieal purposes, which
I am surprised are not taken up by our
doctors. Take the cacique wood. This
will stop the flowing of blood almost
Instantly, If ¥You serape off a little
dust from a cacique stiek and put It
on a cut the blood will immediately
atop running. The Indians use 1t for all
kinds of ecuta, and they say that If g
person who has & hemorrhage of any
kind takes hold of a cacique stiek it
will atop it. You find sueh & stick in
many an Indian hut ready for use |n
case of aceldent., This wood is ex-
penaive, a piece the size of a walking
cane corting in Panamsa $I0 and up-,
ward. The necha frult ls good for ean-
cerd and tumors. Another tree Is a
snake-poison antidote, and Mr. Mans-
fleld sayp that he learns of some new
medicinal plant or tree nearly every
time he visits hia little plantation awsay
off in the Interior where he buys of
the Indians and has & factory for the
making of aleohol, rum and other such
thinga. During his last trip he was
shown a plant which wagr said to he a
wonderful emetle. He asked an Indian
girl to make some tea of it for himseif
and a partner, and they agreed to-
gether that they would test the virtues
of the plant by drinking a cup. They
did an. The llquor tasted sweet and
reemed not at all had as It went down.
A meoment later both men made & rush
for the door. Thelr stomachs were
turned inside out, and as Mr. Mans-
fleld expressed it, they thought that
even thelr heels wersa coming up
through their throats. There In a fruit
somethini like a melon sold in the mar-
kets of Panama which !s a strong Ai-
gestant, and whieh. I am told, has
almost Az much pepseln in it as a pig's
stomach. and farther down in Colombin
growa the lechemiel tree, the sap of
whieh 18 like ecow’s milk and has much
the same nutritious properties. Then
in some vrovinees the ecinchona or
quinine tree grows, sand slgo the cacao,

are very superstitious the|from whieh comes our chocolate,

Along the lowlands of Colombia there
are plenty of ecocoanut treea. The
eocoanuts, you know, grow on A palm
tree. ‘They are to be anen by the
hushel along the Tsthmus of Panama,
hanging close to the stem of the tree,
away up at the top. often as hizh as
thirty feet above the ground, where
the great palm leaves spring out. It ia
only lately that men have gone into
cocoAanut raialng as a business, and 1
am told that groves of thewe trees have
recently been pianted in Florida. There
i8 a big cocoanut plantation owne('i by

an  Amerlean In partpership with a
Colombian an the Lighthouse polnt just
opposite where the stéamers land at
Colon. The Ameriean {5 the Mr. Hyatt
of Washington of whem I have spoken
as belng connected with the big man-
ganese mine owned by John K. Cowen
and others. Mr. Hyatt tells me that
the plantation conslsts of 1,600 acres
atid that they have already planted
40,000 trees and have about §0060 in
bearing. They are now shipping from
fifteen to twenty thousand nuts a
month to New York, and within three
vears from now, when the rest of their
trees will be in fruit, they expeect the
orchard to produce 76,000 nuts & month,
Cocoanut trees, you know, bear all the
year round, and the blossoms and the
ripe nuts are on the tree at the same
time. The nuts are not pleked, but drop
from the tree when they are ripe, and
the workmen go daily from tree to
tree and plek up the nuts, husk them,
and they are then ready for shipment.
They bring from $20 to 336 a thousand
in New York, and the greater part of
this s clear profit.

I asked Mr. Hyatt to tell me some-
thing of the expense and management
of such an orchard. Sald he:

“It comts very little to run it. We are
now paying out, all told, only about
$I60 & month, and our receipts are from
$300 to %500 a month. You see, the
trees need practieally no eultivation,
and after they are once In bearing ail
we have to do I8 to gather and ship the
nuts. We have one part of the planta-
tlon whiech we eall the nursery. Here
we raise the voung trees. The nuts
are placed on the top of the ground a
short distance apart. Within a short
time each nut sends out a sprout from
one of the little eyes or holea which are
found in one end of it. The Eprout
shoots up into the air and a root shoots
down Into the ground. Withln & few
montha, without any attention what-
ever, the sprout grows from two to
three feet high and It is then ready for
transplanting. This i8 done by break-
ing off the root and putting the nut
and sprout into & little hole in the
ground Jjust a little deeper than the
thickness of the mut. We press the
earth around it and the planting is

done, We set the trees out ahout iif-
teen feet apart. For the first three
years we cut out the brush from

|around the trees, but after this they
|are left to take care of themselves.
They begin to bear at sbout seven
vears of age and keep on bearing for
mAany vears. A pgnod tree should drop
about wmeventy-flve nuts s year, and
many of ours do much better than
that.”

| T found Panama one of the gqueer
towns of the world. It is like a little
elty of old Spain, and tocking out at it
i from the harhor it makes you think of
Venice. The houses along the sea hang
out over the water, and the waves dash
in some places apgainst thelr walla.
The streets of Panama wind in and
out, up hiil and down. The housesa are
close to the narrow sidewnlks. and
every houge hag® an overhanging porch
or gallery extending out from ite sec-
ond story, so that you are protected
from the sun ns you walk along the
streets. The richer classes live on the
upper floors. The ground foors are
given up to the poor and to the atores.
Few of the ground-floor rooms have
windows, and you can look in the open
door as you pass through the streets
and see all sorts of household operi-
tions going on. Here n woman |s comb-
ing her hair, there one I= sewing. and &
little further on one !s cutting up beef
tor her breakfast stew. The #stores
have no display windows, and the goods
geem to he plled about without regard
to show or order. There are no fixed
prices, I am told, and most of the trad-
ing !a A matter of dickering. The Grand
Central Hotel, where I stopped, was op~



