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we are living in peculiar times
we aieate operating in an eventful era
we are associatedastoelated with a peculiarpecullar
Edispensation and we have a labor to
perform which in many respectrespectstb
differs framfrom that of all other ages or
times thetha dispensation that we
are connected with lais called in
scripture the dispensation of the
falness of times in which it is re-
corded bozigoa will gather together all
things in onecne whether they be
things on the earth cror things hiin the
heavens there are ideas associated
with this dispensation that are in
many respects distinct and dissimi-
lar from theeo that havohave been
enunciated and proclaimed ininfor-
mer

for-
mer ages and dispensations and in-
asmuchas much as thetho presentdispensation Is
to embrace every thing that has been
conceded with all past dispensa
eions all the prominent features as
well as the minor ones thattha charac-
terized the church and kingdom of
god in former days that were eessen-
tially necessarynecenoce totu its growth and
develelopement must appearreappearre in
connection with thothe work of gad in
thiathis our day if the manifestations
and of other despen
sitione h ivo been made known to
us we have had revealed to us doc-
trines theories organizations and

that havehava existed among
the of0 them because it Is
emphatically thether dispensation of
the bulnes of times ifit they hadbad
anything that was peculiarly char-
acteristicact inthein thetho days of the ancient
patriarchs we have the samebame re-
vealed to us if they hadbad anything
prominent and lmimportant in the ddis-
pensation

Is
pensation of noah we have it and
if noah was called upon to preach
thothe gospel to the world in his day
before its destruction reo0o are wowe

if in the Abrahamloamio or mosaic didladia
pansa tlonationa god revealed important
principles we havohave allear knowledge
of those things made known to us
and the reasons the whysghys and
Wherewherefores pertaining to them if
they had amythineanythingamyanythine among the an-
cient profroprophetspeets and men or dosigod wowe
have the samesanae principles developed
if in the days of jesus they had
manifestations revelations doc-
trines or organizations those things
ara made known to us or if the
people upon this continent to
whom god revealed eitherelther
the people that came from the tow-
er of babel or those who came from
jerusalem during the reign of zede
klah if anything was ioveloverevealedaled to
them wowe have had it revealed unto
us and this is why certain thingthings0exist pertaining to organizationsorganizationst
etc referred to by brother hatch

we have here on the ceiling of
this building pictured to us moro-
ni making known to joseph smith
the plates from which the book of
mormon was translated which
platos had been hidden up in the
earth and in connection with them
was the arim and thummin by
which acred instrument joseph
was enabled to translate the ancient
characters now given unto us in the
form of the book of mormon in
which is13 setbet forth the theories doc-
trines princfrincprinciplesi

ifI1CS organizationslationszatiOnslons etc
of those deopdeorpeopleses who lived upon this
continent people talk about their
disbelief regarding these things
that laIs a matter of no moment to
us I1 do not intend to bring any
argument upon this question caring
nothing about what people believe
wovo know certain things and know
ingithemthem wowe regard them aaas matters
of fact if we were to takotake the
world and its ideas and theortheontheorieses we
should nindfind that there is hardly one
person in every thousand who be-
lieveslivesilves the biblo TheChristian world
PIprofesses1professesesses belief in the bible that
is1 they believe it when shut butnot
when open consequently I1 do not
propose this afterafternoonnoun at least to
address myself to infidels whether
they go under the name ofchristichristianan
or any other name I1 amELM 81makIngspeaking
of certain principles to a people who
believe them to be true and I1 wish
to refer more particularly to some
events associated with the dealings
of god with his earthly children 1

when john was on the isle ofpatmos certain things wenawere revealed
to him that were to tratranspire in thelast days and he prophesied of themwhile wrappedpedpea in prophetic vision
gazing onOR the purposes of god as
they were to be unfolded in later
time among other things he saw an
angel flying inA thuthe midst of heaven I1

having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the
earth to every nation kindred
tongue and people saying with a
loud voice fear god and give glory
to ahlm foroon the hour of his judg-
ment is come this waswaa a declara-
tion made by this ancient apostle
and prophet of god while banished
for his rellreilgionas certain men today
would if they could baulshbaniah u6 we
now declare to the world that this
part of the visionsj of john hashaa been
fulfilled that the angel has come
and appeared to man upon the
earth conferring upon him this
heavenly charge namely tilothe re-
sponsibility of opening up a new
gospel dispensation and we declare
flint god himself took partpitt in it and
that jesusjems the mediator of the new
covenant accompanied him both
of whom appeared to joseph
smith upon which occa-
sion the father pointing to the
son said this is my tolover bonROD

hearbear him following this the gos-
pel was to be preached to every nhna-
tion what gospel the same gos-
pel that was preached to adam and
to the patriarchs and men of god of
every age the gospel of salvation
and deliverance from sinein through
thetheatoatonementato of jesusjebus christ the
resurrectionresur from the dead life im-
mortal and all the blessingsblekblessinga associat-
ed therewith and when this gos-
pel was birstfirst proclaimed in this ageagey

who knew anything about it no-
body it was not and had not been
among men for centuries the
world of mankind had been left
without direct communication from
the heavens and as a naila tural conse-
quence while grovellinggrovelling in the dark
theythoy followed the devices and desires
of their own hearts they were 9gov-
erned by man madomade systemsystems onend
bowed to the dictum to the nnotionsons
the theories and folfoifollieslIcis of menen
there was no apostle no prophet
no inspired men of god holding his
holy priesthood to say thus eaithhaith
the lord this Iss the way walk ye
in it

in connection with this I1 may aal-
lude to an incident in my personal
experience to show the state of the
world religiously some forty or fifty
yearsyeara ago not being then acquaint-
ededwiwithh this church a number of us
met together for the purpose of
searching the scriptures and we
found that certain doctrines were
taught by jesus and the apostlesapostle
which ineltherneither the methodists bapnapP
fists presbyteriansrians Episcopalepiscopaliansians
nor any of the religious sectsbeets taught
and we concluded that if thothe niblebible
was true the doctrines of modern
christendom worewere not true or if
they were true the bible was
false our investigations were
impartially madomade and our search for
truth was extended we examined
every religious principle that came
under our notice and probed the
various systems aaas taught by the
sects to ascertain if thertheree wore any
that were in accordance with the
word of god but wowe failed to find
any in addition to our researches
and investigations we prayed and
fasted before god and tbthec substance
of our prayers was that itif he had a
people upon the earth anywhere
and ministers who were authorized
to preach the gospelgospels that he would
send us one this was the condi-
tion we were in wowe knew all that
the Methodista knew then and all
that they know now wowe know all
that the presbyteriansrians knewknow then
and all that they know now we
know all that the episcopaliansEpiscopal lansians
knewknow then and all that they know
now we knew all that the roman
Catcatholicsholles knew then and all that
they know todayto day for we made our-
selves conversant with the doctrines
and examined them thoroughly as
well as the theories cfallof allali men who
pretended to have knowledge of
gospel we playedprayed earnestly
and inin answer to our prayers the
lord sent us elder parley P pratt
who gives an account of this in his
autoautobiographybiography which has been pub-
lished since his death brother
frattiPrattin relating the circumstances
saysbays that brother heber mckimballC KIdball
earnocamo to hlahia house one night after he
had retired that brother cimball
requested him to getgot up which hebe
did rindand then bbesanbeganan to prophecy to
him ho0 told him there were a
people lain canada who were seeking
for a knowledge of the gospel and
they were praying to godvod to send
timthem a minister who should
reveal to them the truth brother
kimball then commissioned him
to repair to canada tellingtolling
him that the lord would blessbiess him
and open up 1113his way just previous
to that time the saints hadbad been en-
gaged in building the temple in
kirtland ohio and were all very
much embarrassed aaas to meanemeant
brothebroths pran with tho balanceplanes bayhay

ing devoted everything he had to
sparespire for that purpose among
other thingsahinga that brother kimballkimbau
told him was that where he was
going he would findnind means to re-
lieve hinibleahimselfselfseif and that many of the
people would embrace the 0gospel
and that it would bobe the mesenamesina of
introducing the gospel to england
and furthermore said he your
wife who Is now childless shallahall have
aabonasonbonson in the course of time she
did have a boneon and they named
him parley idonatI1 do not know but that
sayssay I1 knewknow him biforabarbra he was born
laughter
I1 speak of this to show that there

was at that time nobody of whom
we had any knowledge from whom
we could obtain any information
with regard to the gospel of thothe son
of god or that could teach us the doc

jesus andnishis apostles taught
as contained in thetha scriptures
brother pattpratt came and found ugeu
and he came in answer to our pray-
on at least that iaIs faith in re
girdgaird to the matter and aereal these
things yes iwas bap-
tized mysmyselfelfandand others and I1 baptized
many others in that country and
it was the means also of sendingfending the
gospel to england john geodeonGoodeon
who apostatized ionglongionlon ago john
snyder a good faithful man who
waswaa one of the committee of the
nauvoo homehouse aad who lieddiledtied in the

ward of this city isaac
and joseph fielding uncle to

brother jos F smith were of our
number embraced the and
were afterwards called to aacomeomcom
pany brother heber C kimball
and orson hyde to england forlor the
durfospurpose0 of opening up hethe work in
thattha land and I1 was the first person
that wrote a letter to england on
the subject of the gospel I1 did it at
the request ofbrother Fielding who
got me to write for him to a brother
and brother in law of his who were
ministers in Ehenglandgiandglaud thebethese were
thothe menwen that helped to introduce
the gospel into england in
early day T speak of this for the
information of many of you

when brother pratt came to me
I1 wa perhaps as well read in the
letter of the biblebitile asrss I1 am todayto day
and as eoonsoon as he commenced to
talk about prophets I1 said yes we
believe in them and he talked
about apostles andlandi remarked yes
wowe navebave been looking for such men
but wowe cannot find them hohe talk-
ed about the organization of the
church as itift was anciently and
about the gift of tongues and the
gift of healing candetetland we were de-
lighted with his message it was
something wo were beeking for and
it waswaa all newnow to us we ldhad heard
rumors about the mormonscormonsMormons just as
people hear rumors inow of ui
and the rumors we heard were not
of the most complimentary charac-
ter anymoreany moremoro than aroarc those that
aroare circulated about us todayto day or

that were circulated aboutjesus and the former day saluteyouyon know thetile pious bycohypocriticalbiticari tica
clergy of that day put the savior
down aaas thetho vilest creature that
everover lived and influenced the popu-
lace against him for sad thethey I1
hohe heals the sick give god
the glory for wowe know that thishismanman
is a sinner and when he cast out
devils this same classclasa attributed it
to the power of beelzebub the prince
of devils and they spoke of him as
being a bastard and cast all manner

upon him the savior
in speaking to his disciples gave
them to understand that inasmuch
aaas they had persecuted him they
would also persefersepersecuteutesute them and eaidsaid
he further when they persecute
you in one city fleefleo to another and
he also told them to be exceeding
glad when they persecuted for
righteousness sake what to be
liedled about by adventurers and poli-
tical demagogues who seekseeh to rob
and plunder you aesyes that is a
good and favorable sign ifit we were
guilty of the infamiesamies that they
seek to lay at runvur door that wouldouid
be another matter but whilst we
are not asgoodas good aaas we might be we
do know that what they say midfand
publishpublish to thetho world about us which
hnshasas had a tendency to arouse the
feelffclingsings of the general public against
us are internalinfernal falsehoods bless-
ed are you when men shall revile
you and persecute you and shall
baysay all manner of evil against you
falsely for my sake rejoice and be
exceeding glad etc in this we
but share thothe lot of the honorable of
other azosazes the men of god who
stood the of their fellow man
and who in many instances were
persecuted much worse than we areouroar present assailants have not
learned how yet but they are try-
ing upon a emailsmall scale to introduce
theth inquisition and may bypy andaad

by in some degree succeed in
carryingcarry ing out their nefarious objects
this is their wworkork if they can stand
it we think wowe can there are
thousands of honorable men who
will look don with contempt upon
all such unprincipled and mendaci-
ous efforts

after the lord bad spoken to jo-
seph smith and jesus had mani-
fested himself to him and after mo-
roni had revealedrovealed to him the hid-
den platea containing the history of
thetiie ancient inhabitants of this con-
tinenttin nt which in the wisdom of
Ggodod have biblenbienbenb en translated into our
own language in the form of the
book of mormon and which in
connection with the bible is to ba
thetho means of confounding fahefalio docdoe

the one being co
of the other in principle and doo

i trine and in relation to the designs
and purposes of god after this it
was necessary that the priesthood
held by men informerin former days should
be restored in these latter days that

now as men
might be authorized to act in the
name of the lord nencehence john the
baptist who held the keys of the

priesthood came and laid
his hands upon the heads efof josejoseahjosephh
smith and oliver cowdery u finx

these words uponchupon you my follow
berfrerservantsvante in the name of mes-
siah I1 confercenter the priesthood of
aaron which holdhoid 3 the kosskeys of thetho
ministering of the gos-
pel of repentance and of baptism by
immeimmoraionbion for the of sins
and this shall never be taken again
from the earth until the sons of levi
do oneroffer againblain anau offering unto thothe
lord in rig after having
been ordained to this priesthood
which is after the order ofot awonamon it
waswaa necessary that they should have
another priesthood which Isa after
the order of Melchisedek and after
the order of the eonsoa of god and
consequently poterpeter james and
john came and emifconferrederred that
priesthood why did they come
becausebebaue they were the lastwho held
thetho keys of hatbatthat priesthood after
this order of priesthood was intro-
duced the organization which we
posiepositbosheses todayto day waswaa gradually effect-
ed which is as full and complete
perFerhapbap as everover existed upon the
earth how perfect it was luthela the days
of elenoch wearewe are not told but every-
thing that they bidhad revealed
to thernthorn pertaining to the organize
tion of thothe church of god also per-
taining to doctrine and ordinances
we have had revealed to us except
loglor one thing and that is the prin-
ciple andd power of translation that
howeverr will in due timotime be restor-
ed also and if they in their day
built a zion behavewe have oneono to build iu
our layday and when this shall bobe
done and everything is in readrendreadinessmess
the zion which the people otof enoch
built and which was translated will
descend from above and the zion of
the latter days which this people
will build will ascend by virtuevirtus of
this principle and power and the
former and the latter day zion will
meet each other and the dwellers in
both will embrace and kiss each
other so we are told in the revela-
tions of god

wowe are indebted to no one except-
ing god our heavenly father for
the organization which wowe pozpossesssess
and aas a little circumstance with
regard to its practical working occurs
to me 1 will mention it among
other places we sent to bear lakonako
a copy of the form ofpetition
we are now presenting to congress
I1 think it was on wednesday that
it was sent out from here und on
saturday night it waswai returned
with thousands of signatures thatlitheIs the way we do things here inalnain a
few daysdaya we had some fifty thousand
signatures and I1 presume before this
there aroarc bomesome ten or twenty thou
sand more from thetho more distant
settlements what does it mani
festfeat union and sympathy one with
another all testifying to one thing
which I1 waswaa very kiadglad to see peo-
ple have baidsaid that wowe know thauthai
polygamy is not a principle of our
religion but herehero aroare petitions
signed by some seventy or eighty
thousand all of whom tetestify to
their faith in regardreg rl to this princi-
ple I1 think the testimony of sev-
enty or eighty thousandthou saud persons
living right among it and moatmeat ofehgwhom are born in it ought to bobe as
strong as that of a few
who know little or nothing about it

thothe gospel was then revealed
what for for you and me or for this
man and that man no it waswaa for
the benefit of thothe world it wasWM in
thetho interests of humanity and it
was to babe proclaimed totoeeveryvery nation
kindred people and tongue by men
commissioned of god to do eoso that
duty belongs to thothe twelve ape
clclabyclady to elther do eoco in person or amden

that it iais done I1 have traveled myray
sefsereef tens of thousands otof miles and I1i

so have myray brethren visiting tettitituii
nations of the earth in their XUmoelmoet
prominent cities declaring to theal
the principalis of the gospel as googod
has revealed them and could wi I1

fondfind inennien upon the earth that cou ii

successfully oppose usut I1 declare be4
fore god I1 never found one taking
the bible as a standard neither cul
anyoneany one bobe found todayto day that cancanaiidi

it and that Is the trouble
in that day we are told the meo

bhailshall rejoice in titiotetiee lord ic andandthilth
poor among men shailshall rejorejoicea in tuntuuth
holy t neno of israel god irlasnas had hi
people beatscAtscatteredered among the nations
and his testimony was to go foitfois
to all lands and it becomes the dutdot
of the twelve the seventiessevBeventies tlettatl
high priests a d elderseiders to carrcan
this message and present it to therthen
in the spirit of the gospel not ti
cram the truth down the throats
mermeo as certain individuals auliyuli
cram their peculiar views down owoua

theoa a but when we were seniseas
forth we were sent to teach and in

to be taught we could not iealealeaclean
anything from them about wh
gospel for they did not know itft

they could not teach us hence Qtk
lord in sending out the first eidereldereldeid
told them they were sent to teliteiltell
and not to bobe taught weave went IBJ
abo midst of opposition and

and drivingsand wefica
subjected to every insult indi mllK
and infamy that wicked and corrocorracorroa
rutnmen could invent and wewa have p
up with such things all the timemany have had to layjay down thith
lives in the conflict and they vwi

ai others formerly did when t
timotime comes gain a better reburn
tion and we are still scrugg
on in the face otof a general appo
tition trtrusting in our lodrodiodgod to suet

whilewhilo weWO shall continue to soihot

the precpreciousOUS ecedseed of the everlastingeverl astlastin
gospe and maintain inn our ov0
midatmidst the principles of lifea etereterna
and freedom liberty and equality if
the human race and our bonson vaw
have grown up aroarc now doing whohr
wowe have done and they too anall
full of thetha spirit full of ilfelife1liz liefa01

and intelligence having as wemehai
and still have thothe interest 3 of toh
manity at heart as they mamow
among the people asus rneine
life and salvation our bouee is CM

ward and arearc we going to stop eina

zion must be built up god has
creed it and no power can stay ai I1

progress do you hear that
prophecy that iain thetho name of
noidloid jeusjesus christ Feorporor zion mulmuain

1

and will bobe built up despite all 0CK

position thetho kingdom of god estal
I1

4

dished upon the earth in aclid
ance with thothe designs and purdomMt

I1

of god that is trufrue and you wlYI
find it to be true ifit you livelihewI1
enough and if you die you wlwill binfin
it to babe true irwill make no admi
encoence but shall we not be perpem

I1

ibuted yes and does pot jeshjess
sayany alescbieszoded are ye when men retrevravnrevn
you and persecute you etc
you hejo debrideprivedcedred of that bit

but we havehalve hadbad enough of 11it
0 have you no matter you viTO
have totp put up with it but sfai
you have we not certain consconatitutto
lional rights yes on paper bt
when you get through with
the paper does botriot amount to makmaomachmaeh

1

it is ilkolike pe crustemst easily br kehkeiken
wowe do not pay much attentionlonion
tuese thinethingss ronnHounhonorablerablerabie men wllvil
bobe governed by constitutions
laws ond p but dishonor I1

blebe pera n8 wail not re xi
have to do the best we can taki
a righteous course tbthatat wowe may I1

ennit ed to the blessings ofor gatgot4

what will be thothe reroulroulreulul ofot this
care nothing about what the rebres
may be it is a matter of voryverj 1II11I

importance toco mpme do you exexper
suehsuch things yes and havedonhave doddoa
for years I1 have never
anythingC eleeieeloelc associated with t
gospel when I1 firstil st 1 ilit j
considered it a lifelifo ionelone affair ani
when I1 came 0too look at it squarequaequartrj41

in thothe face if I1 could have satisfies
my conscience by gettinggettine hiahild
without it I1 would navehave done ats
but I1 could hotnot and I1 appapprehendrellen
that many of you have been iu wltrti
barnoearno situationsitua fonlon I1 believed it w
true vindand eoso did you and af crer I1 Ww
badt zed and had hands bald up
my head for the reception of 0
alyhisholyhols ghost I1 knewknow it waswaa true I1

thetile operations of the holyhay apspir
upon invdinv heart and this iais tth
common experience cfof all sainesaint
some people seem to think that
are going to throwawaythrow away our
at the drop of the hat I1 do ir
know of any such feelenfeeling9 arnoramor
this people there have beenbreen ia
who learned to endure things av
as bad as those which afflict ueus 9H
mind runs back to daniel who T
man that caredeared godclod therathero va


