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DELIVERED BY

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

At the Assembly Hall, on Sunday
a fternoon, March Hth, 1882,

REPORTED BY GEO. F, GIBES.

We are living in peculiar times;
we aie operating in an eventfal era;
we are as:ociated with a pecuiiar
dispensation, and we bave a labor 1o
perform which in many respects
differs from that of all othier ages or
times, The dispensation that we
are convected with is called in
Beripture the dispensation of the
folness of times in which, it is re-
corded, Goi will gather together all
things in cne, whether they be
things on the earih or things in the
heavens. 'I'here are ideas associated
with this dispensation that are in
many respects distinet, and dissimi-
lar from thcse that have been
esunciated and proclaimed in for-
mer azes and dizpensations; and in-
asmuch as the presentdispensation is
to embrace everything that has been
conuecled with all past dispensa-
tioas—all the prominent features as
well as the minor ones that charac-
terized ihe Church and Kingdom of
God in former days, that were essen-
tially neceszary to ils growth and
developement—must re-appear in
connestion with the wotk of Goed in
this our day. 1f the manifestations
and developements of other dispen-
gitions hive been made known to
us, we have had revealed to us doc- |
irices, theorles, organizations and
systems that have existed among
the whole of them; because it is
emphaticaliy the aispensation of
the fulne:s of times, 1{ they had
anything that was peculiarly char-
acteristic in.the days of the ancient f
Patriarcbs, we have the same re-
vealed tous. If they had anrthmgi

preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, to every nation, Kkindred,
tongue and people; eaying with a
loud voice, Fear God and give glory
to tHim, for the hour of His judg-
ment is come. This was a declara-
tion made by this ancient Apostle
and Prophet of God while banished
for his religion,as certain men to-day
would, if they could, banish us. We
row declare to the world that this
part of the vizionsof John has been
fulfilled; that the angel has come
and sppeared to man upon the
earth, conferring upon him this
heavenly charge, namely, the re-
sponsibility of opening up a new

ospel dispensation; and we declare
that God himself took part in it, and
that Jesus, the Mediator of the new
covenant, accompanied Him, both

of whom appeared to Joseph
Smith, upon which ocea-
gion the Father, pointing to the

Son, said, ““This is my teloved Bon,
hear him.” Following this the Gos-
pel was to be preached to every na-
tion. What Gospel? The same Gos-
pel that was preached to Adam, and
to the Patriarchs and men of God of
every age; the Gospel of salvation
and deliverance from gin through
the atonemet of Jesus Christ, the
resarrection from the dead, life im-
mortal and all the blessings associat-
ed therewith., And when this Gos-
pel was first proclaimed in this age,
who knew anything about it? No-
body; it was not and had not been
among men for centuries. The

world of mankind had been left|]

without direct communieation from
the heavens, and as a ng tural conse-
uence, while grovelling in the dark,
ﬁfulluwed thedevices and desires
of their own hearts; they were gov-
erned by man-made systems, end
bowed to the dietum, to the notions,
the theorles and follies of men.
There was no Apostle, no Prophet,
no Inagired men of God holding IHis
Holy Priesthood to say, Thus saith

carrying out their nefarious objects,
other things that Brother Kimball | This is their work, if they can stand
told him waa, that where he was|it we think wecan. There are
going he would find means to re-|thousands of honcrable men who
lieve himself, and that many of the | will look do~n with contempt upon
people would embrace the Gospel, | all such unprinecipled and mendaci-
and that it would be the mehns of | ous efforts,
introducing the Gospel to England.| After the Lord bad spcken to Jo-
And furthermore, said he, your|seph Smith and Jesus had mani-
wife who is now childless ghall have | fected himself to him, and after Mo-
asgon. In the course of time she |roni had revealed to him the hid-
did have a son, and they named | den plates containing the history of
him Parley. I donot know butthat | tlie ancient inhabitants of this con-
he may be present; but I wasgoing to | tinent, which, in the wisdom of
say, I knew him before he was born. | God, have b-en trauslated into our
[Laughter,] |own language in the form of the
I speak of this to show that there | Book of Mormon, and which, in
was at that time nobody, of whom | connection with the Bible, is to be
we had any knowledge, from whom | the means of confounding false doc-
we could. obtain any information | trines, the one being coroborative
with regard to the Gospel of the Son | of the other in principle and doe-
of God or that could teach us thedoe- | trine and in relation to the designs
trines Jesus and His A postles taught, | and purposes of God—after this it
as contained in the BSecriptures, | was necessary that the Pricsthood
Brotbher Pratt came and found u«, | held by men in former days sheuld
end he came in answer to our pray-| be restored in these latter days, that
ers; at least, that is my faith in re ple now, as men in those days,
+rd to the matter. And werea!) theze | might be authorized to act in the
hings accomplishe:? Yes. Iwasbap- | vame of the Lord. Hence Johnthe
tized myself and others and [ baptized | Baptist, who held the keys of the
many others in that country; and | Aaronic Priesthood, came and Iaid
it was the means also of sending the [ his hands upon the heads ef Jose )h
Gospel to Engiand. John Goodeon, | Smith and Oliver Cowdery, u-in:
who apostatized Jong ago, John |these words: ““Upon you, my fellow
Snyder, & good, faithful man who |servants, in the name of DMles-
was one of the commitltee of the|siab, I cenfer the FPriesthood of
Nauvoo House and who died in the | Aaron, which holds the keys of the
17th Ward of this City, Isaac Rus- | ministering of angels,and of the gos-
sell, and Joseph Fielding, uncle to | pel of repentance, and of baptism by
Brother Jos. F. Smith, were of our | immerszion for the remission of sins;
number, embraced the Go:pel and |and this shall never be taken again
were afterwards called to a‘com-|from the earthuntil the sons of Levi
pany Brother Heber C, Kimball | do offer azain an offering unto the
and Orson Hyde to England for the | Lord inrighteousness.” After having
pur of cpening up fhe work in | been ordsined to this Priesthood
that land; and I was the first person | which is after the order of Aa‘on, it
that wrote a Jetter to England on | was necessary that théy should have
the subject of the Gospel; I did it at | another Priesthood which is after
the request of Brother Fielding,who | the order of Melchisedek, and after
got me to write for him to a brother | the order of the Son of God. And
and brother-in-law of his who were | consequently Peler, James and
ndnisters in England., These were | John came and conferred that

spaie for that purpose. Among

|

prominent and important in the dis-
pensation of Noah, we have it, and
if Noah wasa called upon to preach

::]llm_ é[mrd, this is the way, walk ye
it.
In connection with this I may al-

the wen that helped to introduce
the Gospel into Kogland in tist
early day. T speak of this for the

Priesthood, Why did they come?
Because they were the last who held
the keys of vhat Priesthood, After

the Gospel to the world in his day,
before its destruction, o are we,

if in the Abrahamic or Mosale dis-
pensations God revealed important
principles we have a'clear knowledge
of those thiogs made Enown to us,
and the reasons, the whys and
wherefores, pertafning to them, If
they had anything among the an-
cient Prophets and men of God, we
have the same principles'developed.
1f in the days of Jesus they had
manifestations, revelations, doc-

lude to an incldent in my personal
experlence, to show the state of the
world religiously some forty or fifty
years ago. Not being then acquaint-
ed wilth this Church, a number of us
met tegether for the purpose of
searching the BScriptures; and we

found that ecerfain doectrines were
taught by Jesus and the Apostles,

which nelther the Methodists, Bap-
tists, Presbyterians, Ipiscopalians
nor any of the religious erects taught;
and we concluded that if the Bible

trines or organizations, those things | wag true, the doctrines of modern

ars made known to -us. Or if the
people upon  this continent, to

whom God revealed His will—either | fajca.

the people that camne from the Tow-
er of Babel or those who came from
Jeruzalem during the reign of Zede-
kiah—if anything was 1evealed to

th::m, we have had it revealed unto various

us. And this is why certain things
exist pertaining to organizations,
ete., referred to by Brother Hatch.

We have here on the ceiling of | any.

this building pietured to us, Moro-
ni making known to Joseph Smith |
the plates, from which the Book of
Mormon was (iranslated, which
plates had been hidden up in the
earth; and in connection with them |
was the urim and thummin, by
which gacred instrument Jose
was enabled to translate the ancient
characters, now given untous in the |
form of the Book of Mormon; in
which 13 set forth the theories, doe-
trines, pﬂuuiﬁea, organizations, ete.,
‘of these peoples who lived upon this
continent. People talk about their
disbelief regarding these things.
‘That is a matter of ne moment to
us, Ido not intend to bring any
argument upon thisquestion, caring
nothing about what people believe.
We know certain things, and know-
ing them we regard them as matters
of fact. If we were to take the
world and its ideas and theories, we
should find that there is hardly one|
rson in every thousand who be-
ieves the DBible, TheChristian world
Frufa&&&a belief in the Bible; that
s, they believe it when shut, but not
when open. Consequently, Ido not
propese this afternoun, at least, to
address myself to infldels, whether
they gounder thename of Christian
or any other name. I am speaking
of certain principles to a people who |
believe them to be true; and I wish
to refer more particularly to some
events sgsociated with the dealings
of Qod with his earthly children,";
When John was on the isle of
Patmos certain things were revealed
to him that were to transpire in the
last days, and he prophesied of them.
While wrapped in prophetic vision,
gazing on the parposes of God as
they were to be unfolded in later!

|

|

qand all that they know now,

| reveal to them the truth.

Christendom were not true; or if
they were ftrue, the Bible was
Ouar investigations were
impartially made, and our search for
truth was extended. We examined
every religious principle that came
under our notice, and probed the

sects, to ascertain if there were any
that were in accordance with the
word of God. Bat we failed to find
In addition to our researches
and investigations, we prayed and
fasted before God; and the substances
of our prayers was, thatif He had a
people upon the earth anywhere,
and ministers who were authorized
to preach the Gospel, that He would
send us one, This was the condi-

PR | tion we werein. We knew all that

the Methodists knew then, and all
that they know now, We Enaw all
that the Presbyterians knew then,
We
knew all that the Episcopalians
kEnew then, and all that they know
now. We knew all that the Roman
Catholica knew then, and all thsat
they know to-day; for we made cur-
selves conversant with the doctrines
and examined them thoroughly, as
well as the theories of all men who
tended to have knowledge of
cepel light. We piayed earnestly,
and in answer to our prayers, the
Lord sent us Elder Parley P, Pratt,
who gives an account of this in his
auto-biography which has been pub-
lished since his death. Brother
Pratt,in relating the circumstsnces,
says that Brother Heber C. Kimball
came to his house one night after he
had retired; that Brother Kimball
uested him to get up, which he

did, and then began to propheey to
him. He told him there were &
people in Canada who were seeking
for a knowledge of the Gospel, and
they were praying to God to send
themm & minister who should
Brother
Kimball then commissioned him
to repair to Canada, telling
him that the Lord would bless him
and epen up his way. Just previous

to that time the Saints had been en-
gaged in building the Temple in

times, among other thinge he saw an
angel fiying in the midst of haﬂm,[

Kirtland, Ohio, and were all very
much embarrassed as to means,
Brother Pratt with the balange hay-!

systems as taught by the|

this order of Priesthood was intro-
duced, the organization which we
possess to~day was gradually eflect-
ed, which is as full and complete,
perbaps, as ever existed upon the
earth, How perfect it was inthe days
of Enoch weare not teld, but every-
thing t(hat they hed revealed
to them pertaining to the organiz:-
tion of the Chureh of God, also per-
taining to docirine and ordinances,
we have had revealed to us, except-
iog one thing, and that is the prin-
ciple and power of translation; that,
however, will in due time be restor-
ed also. And if they in their day
built a Zion, we have one to build iu
our day, and when this shall be
done and everything is in readness,
the Zion which the people of Enoch
bailt and which was translated, will
descend from above, and the Zion of
the Iatter days which this people
will build will ascend by virtue of
this principle and power, and the
former and the latt-r-day Zion will
meel each other, and the dwellers in
both will embrace and kiss each

information of many of you.

When Brother Pratt came to me
| I was, perhaps, as well read in the
letier of the Bible ss I am to-day,
and 8s eoon as he commenced to
talk about Prophets, 1 said, Yes, we
believe in them. And he talked
about Arostles and 1 remarked, Yes,
we have been looking for such men,
buf we cannot find them. He talk-
ed about the organization of the
Chureh as it was anciently; and
about the gift of tongues and the
gift of healing, ete., and we were de-
lighted with his message, it was
something we were seeking for, and
it was all new tous., We had heard
rumors about the Mormons, just as
pecple hear rumors now-adays of u-;
and the rumors we heard were not
of the most complimentary charac-
ter, any more than are those that
are circulated about us to-day, or
those that were circulated about
Jesus and the former day Saiuts,
You know, the pious, hypocritical
clergy of that day puf the Savior
down as the vilest creature that
ever lived, and influenced the popu- | other, 80 we are teld in the revela-
lace against Him; for sa.d thev, if | tions of God.

He tbe sick, glve God| Weare indebted to no oneexcept-
the glory, for we know that this man | ing God, our Heavenly Father, for
is a sinner; and when He cast out | the organization which we posress;
} devils this same class attributed itland as a little clroumstance with
to the power of Beelzebub, the prince | regard to its practical working occurs
of deviis; and they spoke of Him as|to me, I will mention it. Among
being a bastard, and cast all manner | other places, we sent to Bear Lake
of retlections upon Him. The Savior |a copy of the form of petition wh e
In speaking to His disciples gave | we are now presenting to Congress.
them to understuand that inasmuch |I think it was on Wednesd.y that
as they had persecuted Him, they | it was sent out from here, »nd on
would also persecute them; and said | Saturday night it was returned
He, further, when they persecute|with thousands of signatures. That
you in cne city, flee to another; and | Is the way we do things here Ina
He also told them to be exceeding | few days we had some fifty thousand
glad when they were persecuted for | #ignatures, and I presume before this
righteousness sake. What, to be|there are some ten or twenty thou
lied about by adventurers snd poli- | sand more from the more distant
tical demogogues who seek to rob |settlements, What does it mani
and plunder you? Yes; that ia a |fest? Union and sympathy one with
good and favorable sign. If we were | another, all tes:ifying to one thing,
guilty of the infamies that they | which I was very xlad to see, Peo-
seek to lay at cur door, that +ould | ple have said that we know that
be another matter, But whilst we | polygamy is not a principle of our
are not as good as we might be, we | religion; but here are petitions
do know that what they eay und |sigued by seme seventy or eighty
Eubliah to the world about us, which | thousand, all of whom teatify to
as had a tﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ_}' to arouse the|their farth in regsrd to this p!‘fﬂﬂi-
feellngs of the general public against [ ple. I think the testimony of sev-
us, are infernal falsehoods, “Bless- |enly or eighty thousaud persons
ed are you when men shall revile | living right among it, and most of
you, and persecute you, and ehall | whom are born in it, ought to be as
say all manner of evil against you |s'rong as that of a few guidnunes
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be | who know litile or nothing about it.
exceeding glad,” etc. In this we| The Gospel was then revealed,
but share the lot of the honorsable of | what for—for you and me, or for this
other aces, the men of God who|man and that man? No; it was for
stood the abuge of thelr fellow-man, | the benefit of the world; it was in
and who, in many instances, were | the interests of humanity; and it
persecuted much worse than we are, | was to be proclaimed to every nation,
Our present assailants have not |kindred, people and tongue, by men
learned how yet; but they are try.|commissioned of God to do so. That
Ing upon & small scale to introduce | duty belongs to the Twelve &pe
the Inquisition, and mey, by and ° cially,

|

]
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se.f tens of thousands of miles, anj
80 have my brethren, visiting th
nations of the earth in their
prominent citles declaring to they
the principl:s of the Gospel as Gy
has revealed them. And could w
ind nen upon the earth that couj
successfully oppose us? I declare be
fore God 1 never found one, takiny
the Bible as a standard; neither ey
any one be found to-day that cang
it, aud that is the trouble.

In that day, we are told, the med
ehall rejoice in tre Lord; and th
poor among men shall rejoice in th
holy «ne of Israel. God has had Hj
people gcatlered among the nation
and His testimony was to go foill
to all lands; and it becomes the dut
of the Twelve, the Seventies, ti
High Priests a:d Elders to cam
this message and present it to they
in the spirit of the Gespel, not§
cram the truth down the throatsg
mea, 88 certain individuals wouk
cram their peculiar views down oy
throa s. But when we were sey
forth we were sent to teach, and ng
to be taught. We could not Jlean
anything from them about
Glospel, for they did not know i
They could not teach us, hence tl
Lord in sending out the first Elde
told them they were sent to tead
and not! to be taught. We went §
the midst of opposition and perses
tion,mobbings and drivings,and we
ected to every insult, indigniy
infamy that wicked and corrup
mep could inveont, and we have
up with such things all the time,an
many have had tolay cown the
lives in the confiict, and they wil -
as others formerly uid, whben th
time comes, gain a better resurre
tion. And we are still strugglin
on; in the face of a general oppos
tion, trusting in our God to sustsh
us while we shall copntinue to sn
the precious seed of the everlastiy
Gospe!, and maintaio in our om
midst the prineciples of life eternd
and freedom, liberty and equality
the human race. And our sons wh
have grown up are now doing whe
we have done; snd they too an
full of the Spirit, full of life, ligh
and inielligence, having, as we hg
aund still have, the interests of h
manity at heart, as they mow
among the people as messngers (
life andsalvation. Our course is o
ward; aud are we going to stop? N

J

| Gospel.

Zion must be built up, God hasd
creed it and no power can stay i
progress. Do you hear that? |
{T}Jphﬂcy that ia the name of th
rd Jesus Christ. Yor Zion mus
and will be built up despite all o
position, the Kingdom of God esis:
lished upon the earth in acomd
ance with the designs and purpos
of God. Thatis trus, and you wi
find it to be true if you live Jou
enough, and if you die you will fix
it to be true; it.will muake no difle
ence. ‘““But shall we not be pers
cuted?” Yes, and does got Jem
#ay, Blessed are ye when men revik
you and persecute yon, etc.—woull
you be deprived of that bltﬂlng'.
““But we have had enough of i
O, have you? no matter, you wi
have to put up with it, “But,”
you, ‘““have we not certain constite
tional rights?” Yes. on psper, b
when you get throngh with thes,
the paper does not amount to muh;
it is like pe crust, easily br.ke
We do not pay much attention t
Lhiese thing® - Honorable men wi
be governed by constitutions,an
laws. snd principles, but dishonor
ble persons will not. Theref re,w
have to do the best we can, takin
8 righteous course that we mayb
entited to the blessings of Guo
“What will be the re-ul. of this?”
care nothing about what the resu
may be, 1t s & matter of very Jiw
lwportsnce to me, “Doyou ex
such thinge?” Yes, and have dop
for years; I have never exp-efe
anything else associated with t™
When I firet emabraced it
considered it a life long affa'r; an
when | came to Jook at it aquarl
in the face, if I could have satisfie
my consclence by getting »ln
without it, I would have done s
but I could rot,and I appreh
that meny of you have been iut
same situation., 1 belioved it w
true, and so did you; and afier I
bapt zed and had hands Jaid u
my head for the reception of
Holy Ghost, I knew it was true
the operations of the Holy Sp
upon my heart And this is f
common experience of all Ssin
Some pecple seem to think that
are going ‘o throwaway our rel
at the **dropof the hat.” I do
Enow of any such feeling amo
this pesople. There have been m'
who learned to endure things q
as bad as those which affiict us, ¥

I

mind runs back to Daniel who ¥

to eliher do zo in person or pea ! man that feared God, There W




