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i TO BE OBOR NOT TO BE
I1

I1

vintahi utah is about to present her petition
thian for admission intoarito the family of
statesstites as the state of deseret on what
grounds that petition cncan be justly re-
jected we confess entire ignorance the
constitution of theState of deseret hashat
lienbeen pronounced by the best sstatesmen
in the national council who are not by
any meinsmeans among those who are favor-
ably disposed towards us as eminently
republican and in strict conformity
with the constitution of the nation
As amended it extends the right of
fragesuffragesufauf to every citizen irrespective of
color in this respect its breadth of
liberality is equal 1if not superior to the
constitution of any other state in the
union

the ability of the state of deseret for
self government is beyond question for
as a territory when much less able
than now we have had to govern our-
selves in the face of opposition mis-
government and incapability from those
who were sent here to govern and ad-
minister justice financially todayto day
deseretdeseret presents a treasury which any
other state or territory in the union
would be proud of free from debt and
with a balance in the treasurersTreasurers hands
and while our finances are in so pros-
perous a condition we have unaided by
the general government advanced the
real and permanent development of this
lately barren wilderness to a degree
which our gold and silver producing
neighbors with aid from calcaicapitalists and
large governmental grants can show
nothing to equal under the cirellcircum-
stances Eeducationducationcatlon hashaghasteenbeen fostered
works of art conducive to our prosperity
haibhave abeenbeen exueauexecutedted immimmigrationat k has

is f 1 n
beebeen encouraged aada assistedi indian
attacks have been repelled and their
ravagesI1 preventedcanted peace hahas prevailed
althin our bAnhaaryflary lines elcexcept the
indiaindiann difficulties1 kiesfies referreddeferred to and the
industry of our citizens hashedhashns fed thou-
sands in the surrounding territories

every constitutional requirement de-
mandedmand edofof territories who seek admis-
sion as states has been complied with
the law of custom which has prevailed
idiri ihtha admission of such states is hon-
ored our population is sufficiently nu-
merousmaderous and while in every territory
asking the right of self government
there are many who from various causes
oppose thetho claim thothe few who do so
here are so far in the minority that
their expressed opposition is not enti-
tled to a moments consideration when
thevoicevolee of the great majority is weighed
and recognized

then the constitution of the state of
deseret is in harmony with the calisti
aution of thetho nation our population is
larger than that of other territories
whwhichich have become states we are per-
fectly capable of self government we
are at a great distance from the seat
of the general Qgovernmentovernment the mem-
bers of which have few opportunities of
ascertaining our true requirements and
are exposed to be misled by thehe interes-
ted statements of unscrupulous men who
haveve pecuniary motives for

benting us our citizens are noted norfor
being orderly and law abiding charac-
teristicsterlterite which mark all agricultural
communities and we ask the right of
self government a right which has
never been denied to any other terri-
tory with the same population and ca

whose constitution has hirhar-
monized with that of the nation why
should that right abtnutmotnot be granted to
deseret

though it is contended by some of the
ablest jurists that territorial govern-
ments are in their verytery essence vandand
character opposed to the spirit of thethel
constitution and incompatible there-
with we will not stop to argue the
point A territorial government haslias
been extended toostopsto us for years we abwnow
ask to change it and adopt ongone the
legitimacy and constitutionality of
which cannot be questioned Ihavelave we
not the right to so ask and is itlec

anything but a simple act ofjustice that
we should obtain it

it may be urged that plurality of
wives is an objection to our being ad-
mitted as a state because it is an insti-
tution not recognized by any other
state without entering into a ques-
tion which has been treated on at length
in our columns not a great while ago0
without again showing the plain and
indisputable truth that honorable mar-
riage is in all11 countries and under every
circumstance superior to illicit sexual
communioncommunion without doing more than
saying that the doctrine is a vital part
of our religious faith having holy almsaims
and noble ends in view we will present
a point for consideration that is highly
pertinent to the question and the occa-
sion Is it not thothe proud aim of every
american statesman and the hope of
every american citizen that the form of
government under which we live should
be extended worldwideworld wide until it wields
universal dominion if that object and
that hope were realized would our
states starry folds
of our national flag over the four fifths
of the human family who are
ests compel them to abandon the
tice andaind enforce a coridiconditiontion which the
constitution bequeathed nsus by our fa-
thers never demandemandeddedi or would they
permit them to enjoy the fullfuli liberty
guaranteed by that instrument

the4c apquestiontlan bamaymav seempeins ep
audand iveryvery hyphypothetical yek itillsis nnotot BOso
much EOso asag might be supeupsupposedposed at first
glance the pacific slope has a large
and largely population di-
rect from polygamous asia their
mum merlesmeriea of worship tbtheyy are per-
mitted to enjoy the connecting link
between free american institutions and
chinese idolatry is forged the right
of suffrage is being extended to themthein
they bring here with them their becupecu-
liar notions and ideas their children
born on this soil and having those
notions graftedin uponupon their minds
grow up american citizens will they
become sufficiently numerous to control
the vote ofa state say california it
is within thetho range of probabilities
should they do so and extend the poly-
gamy of asia there could congress
constitutionally interfere to prevent
them but to carry thetho idea further
we talk of annexing canada and
throwing a protectorate over mexico
will the destiny of the nation stop
there 2 no its course is onward ever on-
ward ifits statesmen do notcallcali up storms
of political strife beneath the fury of
wh ich thebark of state will be shattered
japan and china long buried inin exclu-
sivenesssivenessess have opened their ports for
commerce with us the exclusive
spirit of ages is disappearing before the
progress of thithisls great republic therother
is nothing utopian in the thought that

Aamericanamerlean institutionson giftwill yet hold
domdominancebiance jnri ihlithose distant rekregionsionslons
can the inhabitants accept our consti-
tution and remain idolatersidolidola torsaters certainly
can they do so and remain polygamists
why not in nivefive years

i railbail road completed china and japan
will be in closer communication with
washington than london was fifty
years ago the growth of liberty
among the teeming millions of asia
is only a workvork ofot time Is our consti-
tution sufficiently liberal to embrace
under it people of every shade of color
with every form of religious faith
christian jew hindmo
and 4pagan such waa the desdesignign in
framing it must all those vast nations
be compelled to change the form of
marriage hallowed to them bypy the tra-
ditions of many centuries and accept
the monogamy of christendom with
the social sin which has ever accom-
panied it before they can enjoy that
liberty even though they should in all
things respect the rights of their
fellow beings I1

sneering at our hypothesis will not
meet the point true statesmanship
does not alone legislate for the present
it looks from the present to the future
and to the consequences which the acts
of the present will have on the genera-
tions of the future here is an argu-
ment worthy the consideration of every
intelligent mind in the nation

the question of the extension of our
free institutions or their restriction with-
in narrow bounds is opened by it even
the amount of freedom which may be
enjoyed under those institutions is
brought to issue we have given free-
dom to the slave As a nation wove have
declared that the bondman suffering
involuntary servitude shall stand forth
emancipated free disenthralled we
raise him from the degradation of a darkdirk
slavery to the dignity of american
citizenship we give him the nightright to
say who shall govern him and how he

i shall bee taxed nay we open the path
of honor to him and bid him aspire to
thedhe highest positions we offer the
same rights to citizens of every hadeshade
of colorpolor butput should those citibifi
zenszons invite theirtheir asiatic friendafriend to gomecomecome
here for the purpose of remaining perperi
manently shall bigoted prejudice nd
narrow 11 step in andaidfatfsrfaray

YOU cannot come ununless youu sunder
your domestic ties cruelly desert part
of your family and bring here but one
wife or beirlbrinig all and brostiprostitutelaute all but
oneoneyones

i

gentlemengentlemeriemeli honorableho members of
Concongressconglesgres the solution of this question
is easy and it is in your hands here
Is a commcommunityunitiunity who believe in christ
worship god accept the sacred scrip-
tures and practice that patriarchal
order of marniamarriamarriage0e which god hashab aap-
proved

p
blessed andind commanded we

are qualified to become one of the fam-
ily otof states extend to us that right
and proclaim to the world that mono-
gamist and polygamist white red or
black christian infidel jew and pagan
can all enjoy herehero the blessings of liber-
ty and freedom if they will uphold the
constitution of ounwar country and extent
to all others the same inalienable rights
which they enjoy themselves

f PROPHECY FULFILLED

overver thirty three yearsago theGhurchchurch
of jesus christ of latter day saints re-
ceived a commandment from the lord
to seek redress at the hands of the
legally constituted authorities for the
wrongs which they had suffered they
were then few in number compared
with the present time but thethe same
spirit of persecution which afterwards
drove them mercilessly from the eastern

states to this wild region of country
jiamhad eeven theme ilaylamadeigeire ifiechent buffersufferer bit-
terly by mob violence to recount the
persecutions which they endured would
be to relate the most barbarous and un-
precedented acts ever perpetrated in any
country claiming to be civilized

statements of their sufferings and the
outrages committed upon them were
submitted to the constituted authorities
sustained by the strongest and most un-
impeachable testimony but their peti-
tions were treated with neglect and
contemptuously cast aside in accord-
ance with the commandment which
they had received judges governors
state legislatures ththepther congress of thothe
nation presidentwere severally
appealed to as redress failed to be ob-
tained from each whileawhile the
eions increased in virulence in propor-
tion with the increasing numbers of
those who composed the church

judges disgraced theirjudicialuricial position
refused to the injured saints even the
shadow of justice leagued themselves
withith the and rumrufruffiansflans to de-
stroy the mormonscormonsMormons and harrased
them and their leaders with the most
unjust accusations and vexatious law-
suits denying them the privilege of
calling witnesses by trumpingtrampingtrumping up
charges against those whom they thus
called and having them arrested while
men were subornedsuborned to swear anything
and everything whichchich might secure a
conviction yet in that they were foiled
through the providences of the al-
mighty governors instead of hearken
ing to their importunities winked at
their enemies to whom no crime was
sufficiently enormous to prevent its per-
petrationpetration and one of those governors
issued an order to have the cormonsmormonsMormons
exterminated or driven from the state
A state legislature where noted I1

brats sat as representatives of the people I1

threw out the petition of the saints and
would not permit a committee to hinves j

their case as the evidence would
havehavo revealed their own turpitude
congress referred back the memorial
forwarded to them to the same legisla-
ture and the then president of the na-
tion after treating the deputation which
waited oncp hihimm almost with contempt
said I1 I1 gentlemen your cause is just but
2 can do nothing forfon saullsaulyjausau and if I1
mketake up for souyou lo10wa

T ZIPthoth of
uismessoupt

the lord in the revelation referred
to doclardeclareded what would be the result if
these repealedrepeatedre apappealspalspatsI1

were unheeded
and if of his persecut-
ed saints did not obtain redress for
them iandanandd if the president heed them
not then will the lord arise and come
forth butof his hiding place and in his
fury vex the nation and in illshis hot dis-
pleasurepleapieasurgsurd and in his fierce anger in his
time will cutoffcut off those wicked unfaith-
ful and unjust stewards and appoint
them their portion among hypocrites
and unbelieversbelieversun doc cov page

european ed from the time
when the commandment was given un-
til the first appeal was made to the pre-
sident by the prophet joseph smith in
person something like six years had
elapsed during which petition after
petition and memorial afteraften memorial
had been presented to various authori-
ties and supported by immense numbers
of affidavits from the outraged and op-
pressed and from friends of law and
order who were not members of the
church but redress was not obtained
and the appeal was carried to the lord
of hosts whose commandment had been
thuthus strictly obeyed have the words
of the lord been thus far fulfilled when
he declared the consequences of refus-
ing redress to his people has not the
nation been vexed withwitha a sore tevexation


