826

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

TIME OF CITY ELECTIONS.

A Reader" anks this question:

Does the NEws belleve that ofther
February or May would he bhetter
umonths than November ns the time for
bholding muualcipal elections, and whv?

The NEws does not thiok that
either F«bruary or hiay would be
hetier months for the holding nf muni-
oipal electiona tham November.
Eitber migbht hbhe Jjust as good,
but we ipcline to the later
month as preferable, because 1
ig by common rule aD election
mopih, The ooly polnt we ralze In
regard to the e ections named” lu that
they should not be at 1he sem®» tLime wue
general eleotions. Fur losleance, ir
thie Biate, the geners) eleotione oome
in eveDn yeare, and it was slated in the
report of leglslative proceedinge thai
there wan [avored u proposition to
bave municipal electiope at the sime
lime, We now upnderstand, bowever,
that ip the bil)l which looks 1o a chun:e
from Februsary, i1 i8 provided to Diake
municipal electloar In the odd years,
commeucing with November, 1897,
apd thus avpid Biele ¢r general
eleotlone, The Jalter proposition w»
favol strongly, for the reasons we oh-
jecied to the other; and we helieve th:
legislature will take the same view
wheD tbhe matier comes to be consid.
ered and acted upen,

EXHIBITION AT STOCKHOQLM.

While the great powers of Europe
anxioUsly are walching the gatherli g
slormclouds in the east and preparing
for a poselble combat in which foroe
will be the declding element, the
Boundinaviab countries sre cxerting
thelr eneryy Lo hold & content ot peave,
where superlority in industrinl skiil
will wiu the prize, An exkLibition
that promlees to eclipse previpus cnee
inthe Beandipsvian countries will he
held st Btockbnlm tbia year from
tbe 15th of May till the en:
of Beplember, anu a» Ruesla and Fin.
land cfflolally haeve signifled their
jotention to be reprepented in the art
as well as the fuuustrial deparimeats,
the exhibition 1s sure to be ome of
general jutlerent,

T'he place selected Is D)urgaardeun,
-Btockbolm's Buls ue Bolog e, and this
is eaid to be the most beautitul spol
ever offered for an exhibition of thie
kind. The art exhibition will be {u-
terpationnl. Prl ce Eugeue, King
‘Oucar’s yuungest sop, who s a talewuleg
Painter, bea thie department io churge,
and he has pervonaliy eisiled meny
leading artiste and oblajned their
Pprouaies to be represented. It is be-
lleved that this part of the exhlbiticn
Will be one of rie most rematkable
ever helu. The Unlled States wii) be
represented by the works of John
A lexander, Alexander Hurrivon,
Juliue @Qarl Melchers, John HBinger
tHargent, Rovert Willlam Vobnoh,
James McNeil Whistier and others.

In conuection with the exhibition
the fourth internativnsl press congress
wll be beld st Biockbolm In the

month of June, Xing Qucar, always
ipwerested in the representatives of the
prees, bae signified his intentlop of
entertalolpgthedelegates nt his heautl-
ful osstle Drottuingholm,

A nother feature ooipcident with the
exhibition will be the celebration in
the month of Beptember of the 25'h
nopiversary of the asceneion o the
throne of King Qusoar. (reat festivi-
ties wiil mark this oocasion, enuipg
the exhihition, ae it were, In & blazs of
glory.

It is now 81 years einoe the first ex-
bibition wae beld o Stockbolm.
Hince that time the oouotry
bas made masaterinl advances 1D
everylhiog. 1te agricuitural prod-
uate, dalry produots, mining
todustries, trade and rsllroad buildiog
have made |arge strides forward and
43 B copeequeDnce Lhe general prosper.
ity of the people hae been advapoed,
Asan instance of this 1t i mectioned
thal in 1866 deposits in the savioge
banks amounled 38 000,000 Ekroper,
whereas the Juleat reLurpe sthow n
balapce of 850,000,000, The increase
of the consumptiva of suysr is laken
as anclher Ludication of prosperity.
[n 1866 four ulios per head n year way
e uverage; now it in 14 kilos,

The Boanulnavisu penineuls ls gene-
rally ettippoesed to be poor ju natoral
resotiroes, and Loe history of ita peovpie
has mapy & puge recording sufterfog
oD account of loog wipters sod famine.
But the tngt 18 Lthet these would never
bave ocourred bad it not heen for iLhe
almost Ineane policy of the ralers tor
s turies past~—a policy ol lnternsl strife
‘DU contests with npelghbors, Oa the
allars of civll and foreign ware the
liilers of tbe ground ana otber work-
tng men were sacrificed, Bod the
ludustries were bpeglecled, The bge
culled hurpes of tbe nations became
Lbelr curee,

Toe house of Bernadolte has [fol-
iowed s policy of peace. For pearly
century the two unlted kingdoms have
rosled on their armse, and wheo It s
remembered what Sweden aud Nor-
wuy Wers 1n 1814 and what they are
lwoay,s Matetr.kingi laetratio » laseen
of wuat the whole world mlght he,were
1t eaved irom the curse of miljiariem
aml atlowed to follow the pursuits ol
penow 1o righteousaess,

THAT PROPOSED AMENDMENT.})

In acother part of thls lsue foa
communication frem County Bohool
Buperintesdent Van Cott, on the
proposed amendment to the State Con-
stitutlon allnwing the taxing of oty
property for maintensncs of coupty
rchools. Mr. Van Cotl falis into the
line of argument commonly lollowed
by mauvy who mietake rentlment for
logio, whetbher the fofmer ue right
or wrong. His Jeiters make him appear
to thiok that in the relations of cily
aDd country districts the former
s the vamplre that graspa all the ben.
efits, and therefore abould be ocom-.
pelled by law ta relinguish soma 1.
gotten galpe. For Instance, he eays of
the cduoly people:

We are taxed to maintain (and that too

in the city) oor antire connty goverment.
All our roads lead to the ecity, All our
produce finds market there, %ut, whether
we smell or buy, the profits remain
where the city is enriched.

Ope migbt thiok from that kind of
reasonlng that pone of the money or
ite equlvalent pald by city people for
coaptry produce ever found jte way lo
the pooket®s or homes of the couns
try people; that the coumy c¢fllges
are maintaloed In the clty for the
latter’s conveuienoca lnstend of equally
for city and county,or tbhat the county
commissioners devoled funds to olty
governmelil in preference to the
interestse of the counly cutside of the
oity-—nll of which s wrong, It s
time to cease wslog that kind or argn.
ment—the only eflecl of which §a to
oreale D fpjurlous prejudice between
city =auod country dJdlstricte—sand get
dowD to the merits of the gane,

The proposition is to tax the city for
maintenancs of echools which the tax-
poyers have no voice in controlineg.
That 18 not the ‘oase with the State
tax, 1or lababliaule of clijes have
their voice lo the Blute gohool ad-
ministration; but not o In the county.
Besldes,1be counly distriots of counties
io which clities ol the firet and second
olups wre sltuated ste Ioher jn propor-
tiom to the taxes they have topay thaa
nre the majority of the ity taxpayers.
It muet be remembered that there ia &
greal  dlepurity 1D the taxee pald
I the oty apd 1ip the gounty,
beavy ad they miy be iy the latter.
For tnslance, tn 8alt Lake county, the
owner of s emall plece of land on the
gutekirta of this oity, In the rlohest
country dletrict, pald last year $1.25
taxe; ior the same elzed traot in the
olty himite, distant from buslneaa, and
which was of no more aclual valpe to
bim for wse, be pald $20.87. What
would Balt Lske county property
owners 58y ify for ineianoe, they were
requited to pey tsXea for the county

sdminletration of eChools in
Tocele, buavnuse the latier is
not ebch & Tich couoty 20
far ab appesssd valuativn 18

concernec? They ere wiliing to pay
to a general Btate echool fund, but to
do o lo a speoific county school fund
which tbey have no voice in dishurs-
loy, Ie apnother thing,

We do oot take this matter up for the
purpose of dicouesing it, bul to show
that there are logitimate arguments on
both sides, and that Mt js unowise to
resort to epeclous pleadings to juvoke
u seoilonul prejudice thut never did
wn ¢ never will be of bepefll to elther
olty or counly dlstricts, "in or ot of
sobool matiel-, .

We would call attentionto one other
fentare in connection wilh the echoel
iax question., The Btate provides that
‘the common school sehall be free,’?
apt direots the Lieglsiature to provide
a unifoim syestem of publlc schoole,
That ja u Blale gaarsntee of ffee coms.
mon echoole which, It open ten mooths
u Balt ILake ocounty or olly,
under Stasle Jow, shall be open
% Jike period, upder like con-
ditions, 1o Piute or Washington
countles, If the Biate oarries out ite
gunrantee In thie reepecl, which 1t
does nul do now onder existing iaws,
the local quesiisan ralsed oo this county
tax business will De seitled; hut to
arrange it as proposed under the
amendigent advocated, wonld not re-



