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town otof suva thus I1 introduced my-
self to the proprietor and editor of the
suva times mr G L griffiths who
subsequently showed me several small
favors jamesfames stewart colonial secre-
tary who sent me a package of govern-
ment literature to my room mr G
gardner who gave me access to the
only library in theme town and a number
of others I1 also spent some time read-
ing and copying in the libralibrary and in
the evening attended a debate in the
library on the question is war ever
justifiable on anich all concerned
took the affirms ive

the town of suva the capital of fiji
is pleasantly situated on the suva bay
on the south coast of viti levu the
principalrincipal street called victoria parade
faces the harbor and contains nearly all
the business houses while the resident
vartpart of the city occupies the rolling
hillside which slopes westward to the
bay

the ininhabitantsbabi tants consists of govern-
ment officials merchants ana other
bubusiness men but he majority are
Fijifijiansans and there are also some indians
or coolies imported as contract labor
ers and some natives of the solomon
islands the carolines and other groups
there is also a sprinkling of samoans
and Ton gans nobody could tell me
theahe exact number otof inhabitants otof suva
but itit appears not to exceed 2500 otof
which about are whites suva is
distant from sydney astrallaAst ralia about
1700 miles from auckland new zea-
land isoo miles from honolulu
hawaii 27002700 and from new caledonia
about

the fiji group consists of twtwo large
islands viti levu large viti and
banua levu large land and up-
wards otof smaller ones ranging in
size from over square miles 1 I1 avi
nui down to islets consisting of an
acre or less of barren rock all the
islands make up an area of miles
of which 4 miles belong to10 the viiivid
levu the largest island of al this
island is about 97 miles long from east
to west and 67 miles across from north
to south at its broadest part and is oval
in shape its climate varies very con-
siderablysiderably in different parts generally
speaking shehe southern and eastern
districts andand greater part otof the interior
receive plenty of rain while the north-
ern and western parts especially the
coast lands are considerably drier
the mountain ranges are highest inin the
interior where they attain a mean height
of about 3 feet the southeast
trade wind prevails torfor about two thirds
of the year it comes from the ocean
ladenlaaen with moisture the average
yearly rainfall at suva is about
inches lurtherfurther inland and closer to the
mountains it is inches the siga
toka is the most important river inin theahe
middle and sou thein parts and rewa
in the eastern half of the island there
are other rivers of less importance
the rewa is by far the largest of all the
rivers in the group in thetae northeast-
ern part of the mountain ranges on
viti levu lie the sources of numerous
water courses most olof which make
direct for the north coast and from
either the wai ni buka or the wai ni
mala rivers these after very tortuoustortu
courses of some thirty miles meet to
form the rewa the length otof this

is about fifty miles and its general
Aidirection is toward the southeast it
drains about one fourth of the entire

island of viti levu banua levuleva the
second largest island in the fijian group
contains an area of 2432 square miles
the third in size is taviuni with an area
of square miles both viti levu
and banua levu are very mountainous
the latter having peaks which rise to
about feet above sea level they
are like the hawaiian islands of vol-
caniccanic origin well wooded and extreme-
ly fertile the east or weather side is
the most luxuriant and teems with a
dense mass of vegetation huge trees
innumerable creepers and
plants no break occurs in the green
mantle spread over hill and dale ex-
cept where such is effected by man
on the lea side the aspect is very differ
ent here one meets with a fine grassy
country which here and there is dotted
with screw pines the dense vegetation
is thoroughly tropical in aspect on
the mountains at an elevationeleva tion of about
two thousand feet are found hollies and
many other kinds of trees with bright
colored orchids and delicate ferns and
mosses there are many perfumed
barks and woods but sandalwoodsandal wood is
confined to the southwestern parts of
venua viti where it has been scarce
for many years rats are plentiful in
fiji and were probably introduced bybv
europeans and the dog pig and fowl
were domesticated when the islands
were first visited by the whites birds
are tolerably numerous and resemble
those of the tonga and samoa group
lizards are comparatively abundant and
varied but there are only two kinds otof
snakes where there are several kinds olof
tree frogs

the fiji archipelago lies east of the
new hebrides between 16 and 20
south latitude and east
and west of greenwich the iloth
meridian passes through the group and
nearly through the centre of the island
of taviuni but all the inhabitants keep
the same time torfor convenience sake the
eastern group conforming to that which
obtains on the main islands which are
west of the meridian named fiji has
many good natural harbors each one
is surrounded with a barrier reelreef through
which numerous openings lead to safe
anchorage protected by a natural break-
water

fiji is one of great britainaBritains crown
colonies the affairs of which are admin-
istered by a governor appointed by the
crown and executive council there is
also a legislative council undertinder the pre-
sidency of the governor composed of
the chietchief justice and other heads of de-
partmentspart ments as official members and an
equal number of unofficial members
the present governor sir john B
thurstonThur sion is an old resident of fiji but
new as to title he is well liked hyby
some and habec by others but as his
excellency is absent from the islands
at present I1 have been unable to see
him and thus form an opinion from his
personal acquaintance

the population of the colony accord-
ing to the official census taken april 5
1891 was of these 2036 were
europeans 1076 half castes in-
dians 2267 polynesians mostly from
the solomon iwanda and caroline
group fijiansFijians 2219 rothmansRot
and others according to a census
taken in 1881 the native population
then numbered this shows a
decrease in ten years otof but it is
claimed that the census otof 1891 is not
correct that there are more natives

than the returns showed the de-
crease according to a statement made
in a hand book to fiji published by
the government in 1892 is due almost
entirely to the high morality among the
infants the precise cause ofof which it is
difficult to specify among other rea-
sons advanced are the comparatively
weak maternal feeling of fijian women
the introduction of new diseases such k

as measles whooping cough influenza
etc with which the natives cannot cope
and the disappearance of many of their
old necessities and social customs which
tended to ensure the close care of in v
fant children

the faiansfijians are a well made stal-
wart race differing inin color according to
the location in which they live the
mountaineers show the frizzelfrizzed hair and
dark color of the melanesian while
their neighbors on the coast betray a
trongstrong mixture of malayo polynesian
blood

in character they have been des-
cribed isas full of contradictions but per- i

naps the unfavorably opinion oioc them is
due to the fact that they are incapable
of feeling any enduring gratitude or
lasting attachment on the other hand
they are very tractable docile and hos-
pitablepi table and in war when following their
chiefs or european leaders they have
shown themselves brave and loyal

they have now all embracedembraced the
outward observances of christianity
having few wants and blessed by na-
ture with the means of supplying them
they are not spurred on to exertion by
the want of money and they dislike pro-
longed and sustained work but in their
own fashion they are industrious

they are by nature intensely con-
servativeserva tive and slow to discard their own
customs in favor of those of civilized
peoples but the gradual use of europ-
ean articles for which money must be
procuredpio cured has of late years led many of
them to seek work on the plantations
and the supply of native labor is at allall
times equal to the demand for clear
ing new ground or shipping cargo they
are by some settlers red to coolie
indian or polynesian laborers

the government has aimed at dis-
turbing their social and political organi-
zation as little as possibleposs ioleitile and has
nithithertoherto most successfully controlled the
people through their chiefs the na-
tive laws are administered by native
agents under supervision of european
officers and although native officials
make mistakes the people on the whole
have shown themselves worthy of being
allowed a share in their own govern-
ment it would be impossible without
incurring enormous expense to replace
the chiefs by white officials and the ex-
perimentperiment would be unsuccessful the
recognitionnon by the government of
the leading chiefs would not abate their
influence in the least and in place of
the loyal assiassistance they now tenderrender to
the government they might become
the foci for discontent and opposition

at the present time there is not a
more law abiding community in the
world than these former savages and
with greater attention to sanitary mat-
ters and the attainment of a higher
moral standard it isis hoped and believed
that the fijians will be an exception to
the alleged rule that before the white
race the dark must decay and disap-
pear

certain changes in the habits and in
the food of the people must however be


