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signs of the times, cluiming that all
things were as they had been from the
beginning of time. According to tha
predictions of the Savior, very few
would be looking for, and therefore not
1n the least prepared for these events.
Joseph Smith declared that these
things were at our doors, and that one
pestilence would desolate after an-
otber, and that we should soon have
war and bloodshed, etc. Enoch, Noah,
Moses, the Prophets and Jesus Him-
self dealt largely in predictiog calami-
ty, desolation, and woe to the people
unless they would repent. In fact, the
?rlucip_al business of God’s servants in
he various ages of the world’s history
has been to reprove the world of sin
and to declare, like Enoech did, that
Judgment was about to be executed
upon the ungodly for their wmgodly
deeds, or as the Apostle Paul puts it,
“That the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven aganst all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men.” And
because these men of God have thus
declared against wickedness and pre-
dicted the downfall of nations, and the
destruction of the people their liberties
have been abridged, their lives have
been jeopardized, and in many instan-
ces have been sacrificed. There isonly
one instance quoted in theJewish record
where an entire fpﬁﬂplﬂ heeded the
warning voice of the Prophet and
thereby escaped the threatened calami-
ty, and that was the people of Nineveh.
Generally the warning has been un-
heeded and the destruction as prophe-
sied has been visited upon the unre-.
penting and wicked nations.

The Prophet Amos sald, **Surely the
Lord God will do nothing but He re-
vealeth His secret unto Ilis servants
the Prophets,’’ and, singular as it may
appear, ne nation has ever perished
without having first been visited by

~ Prophets, warning them of their dan-
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ger and asking them to repeént and
turn to the Lord.

The Latter-day Saints are accused of
being enemies to this government, be-
cause they continue to predict its
downfall, whereas they should be eon-
sidered the nation's greatest friends in
glving the people timely warging
thereof; for among the many things

that have been revesled to this people

there is
than

THE DOWNFALL OF THIS NATION

and the destruction of the people un-
less they repent and turn to the Lord.
And not only tnis nation, but every na-
tion under heaven that will not heed
the warning of Go1’s servants will
likewise be destroyed,

Among the first thin
to the FProphet Joseph was the de-
struction of the nations of the earth.
I will give the exact language :

noge more often repeated

made known

“Prepare ye, prepare, ve, for that!|

which is to come; for the Lord is nigh.
And the anger of the Lord is kindled

. and His sword is bathed in heaven,and

I shall fall upon the inhabitants of the
garth &+ ¢ * The hour is not
yet, bat is nigh at haad, when peace
ghall be taken from the earth * * #
Wherefore, I, the Lord, knowing the
calamity which should come upon the

~ Inhabitants of the earth, called upon
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shall
plagne and earthquake and the thunder
of heaven and the fierce and vivid

these things =hall I nrfl

my servant Joseph Smith, Jr., and
spake unto him from heaven, and gave
him commandmefits, and also gave
commandments to others, that the
should proclaim these things unto the
world, and all this thatit mignt be fal-
filled which was written by the proph-

8 ets.”?

In the revelation given December

5th, 1832, predicting the war that was

to commence 1n South Carolina, and to
be finally poured out upon all nations,
the Lord says:

‘“And thus with ‘the sword and b
bloodshed the inhabitants of the eart
mourn, and with famine and

lightning also shall the inhabitants of
the earth be made to feel the wrath and

indignation and chastening hand of an

offended God, until the consumption
decroed hath made a full end of all
nations. That the cry of the Saints
and the blood of the Saints shall ceass
to come up into the ears ¢of the the

Lord of Sabbaoth from the earth to be

avenged on their enemies. Wherefore,
stand ye in holy places and be not
moved until the day of the Lord come
for behold it commeth quickly, saith

the Lord, Amen,"”’

“with a view of
peace?”’  And
answers. ‘*No, I will Jift up iny voice
and testify of them,”’ etc.
The Prophet Joseph dare not forbear
to proclaim these minfs no matter
ow unpleasant they might be to the
rs of the people; neither dare the
rvants of the Lord to-day cease to
give warning to the inhabitants of the
rth wherever they go to proclaim the
spel, for this is a very essentlal part
f their mission and they have not
ken invain for alreadv are these

Joseph Smith asks:

%lredictlona

BEGINNING TO BE FULFILLED.

- Recitals of calamities that wonld
lave appalled us a tew years ago, «-
teive only a =light mention to-day be-
fause of their frequent occurrence.
Nearly 200,000 cases of cholerain Spain
its outbreak a short time ago
tulting in 75,000 deaths, is treatec
indifferently, and is looked upon
ly a8 one of those periodical visi-
ns that may be expected and may
traced to very natural canses, The
%rrific storms and tempests that are
Constantly occurring in our own coun-
iryand are every year increasiog in
itude and in the destruoction of

fehnd property are mentioned merely

48-%the daily hurricane.” *“'The usual
: Jiete, A fire to-day must bea
I DIgY 51
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very holocaust to attract more than a
assing notice, so used are we to their
ourly occurrence. To attribute any

of these things to the visitations of the

Almighty, would call forth from the

sXeptical world expressions similar to

that used by a local writer, who said
that **God is a very bad God if He
would suffer such things to come upon

His children.”
uestlon: With al!

I will now ask a
the advance made in science, medical

-

and otherwise, that has been attained
during the past fifty years, are we any
better prepared to-day to effectually

resist any scourge that may come
upon us in the shape of a
pestilence? 1 answer, no, we are

not, and that portion of the medical
fraternity who have made humauitr a
close study would speak truthfally,
they would tell us that we are

POORLY PREPARED

to resist any epidemic scourge, be-
cause of physical weakness, the result
Of excesses of every kind in which the
people are daily indulging.

Instead of clamoring so loudly for
stringent sanitary measures to be
adopted about our dwellings and in our
streets, imagining this to be ine sole
preventive of disease (all of which I
grant is very essential and should be
strictly observed),we should go further
and nsist upon a radical cleansing
from the flithy habits and practices in
which humanity is constantly indulging
that render them such an easy prey to
disease ef every kind. We have become
S0 very scientific that we actually sin
by rule, our medical advisers guaglng
our indulgencies and our excesses, an
when we overstep the bounds set for
us we are dosec. with patent drugs,
mostly deadly poisons, which give only
temporary relief, Very few medical
men are to be found to-day who are
sufliciently honest and frank to tel
their patients the truth, especially
those who have money to pay for ad-
vice, not daring to sa)lf to sach, Stop
your excesses or I will cease to pres-
cribe for you. This the doctor is not
expected to do, but to patch up their
diseased bodies and not to forbid in-
dulgencies that are indirect opposition
to the laws of life and health.

The greatquestion of capital and la- |
bor that governments seem pewerless
te regulate or decide, must result im:
the most serious disasters.” Organized
capital and organized labor, cherishin
as they do the most deadly hatred to-
wards each other, are 1prut:'fm.r:ilzng like
two contending armies for the bloody
conflict, which no human power can
prevent, and thus will he inaugurated
uﬁilﬂl strife of such magnitude thas
W

SHAKE THE CIVILIZED WORLD

from cenrte to circumference; many
nations will be torn to pieces and their
governments entirely destroyed by this
means. Add to this the horrors of
national warlare, that is imminent and
cannot be avoided, in the wake of
which must follow famine and pesti-
lence of every kind. Then tell me if
prophets and apostles have made any
mistake in predicting the calamities
that should befall the people in the last
days? The resultof natural canses 'tis
true, but also the resalt of refusing to

¥ | accept the wgrnings of the servants of

God.

Ample opportunity has been given
the people to humble themselves be-
fore the L.ord and to repent of their
sins, that they might in & measure at
least eseape the calamities that will
follow each other in quick succession
like tidal waves, ﬂweerin g everything
before them and leaving naoght but
desolation in their track.

The agonizing throes of mother earth
in herendeavors to relieve herself of
the burden of sin and poillution with

anything that has heretofore truns-
pired; so that all former upheavals of

forgotten in the magnitude of those
which will shortly occur. Medical
science will stand. appalled before the
desolating scourges that will sweep
the earth as with a besom of destruc-
tion. The freed slave will be marshall-
ed and disciplined for war by the ene-
mies of our own government and their
former masters will find in them a
most formidable foe. The remnants
ot the almost extinet Indian tribes
will organize themselves without aid
from any quarter and wreak such a
vengeance upon the white man for real
and imaginary wrongs which they have
suffered that the people will flee like
sheep before a roaring lion,

In this manner will be fulfilled the
revelaticn which reads:

‘““And the arm of the Lord shall be
revealed and the day cometh that they
who will not hear the voice of the
Lord, neither the voice of His servants
neither give heed unto the words of

the prophets and apostles, shall
be cut off from amonyg the
eople.”” “For after vour test-

mony comeéth the testimony of
earthquakes, that shall cause groan-
ill".'ﬂ in the midst of her, and men shall
fall upon the ground and shall not he
able to stand. And al!so cometh the
testimony of the voice of thunderings,
and the voice of lightnings, and the
voice of tempests, and the voice of the
waves of the sea, heaving themselves
beyond their bounds.  And all things
shall be in commotien,for surely men’s
hearts shall fail them, for fear snall
come upon all people. And angels
shail go througzh the midst of heaven
crying with a loud veice, sounding the
trump of God saying, Prepare ye, pre-

are ye, O inhabitants of the earth
or the judzment of our God is come.”’

PrROPHETIC.

glrose be allowed to

which she is afllicted will far surpass |

nature and terrible earthquakes will be |
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|From the Millennial Star.)

THE IRISH MISSION AND MR.
BARRON.

There are some interesting features
connected with the progress of the
wcrk of the Lord in Ireland, since its
recent revival under the presidency of
Apostle John Henry Smith. For a
number of years no missionary work
wias attempted in that country until
Elder George Wilson was sent there
last year, and it was frequently said
that the Latter-day Saints would
never accomplish anything in Ireland.
However, he and Elder Robert Mar-
shall, who followed and assisted him
in the ministry,were successful in bap-
tizing & number of converts, and a few
Irish Saints emigrated to Utah this
summer. These Elders were assisted,
and have been succeeded by a few ac-
tive young missionaries who are con-
tinuing the work of proselyting with
fair success notwithstanding some bit=
ter opposition they eoccusionally meet
with. The comversions have mostly
been made in the city of Belfast and
vicinity, but arrangemonts are being
made to enlarge the missionary tield,
and extend the preaching of
the gospel to 88 many of the in-
habitants of Irelana as possible.

The recent visit of President Wells
and party was attended by some inci-
dents of a noteworthy charsacter, one
of which was the large, open-air meet-
ing in Belfast. Notwitnstanding the
disturbance which abruptly terminated
the meeting, Elder Penrose was ena-
bled to speak about forty minutes, a
period of time quite sufficient for the
presentation of the tirst principles of
the Gospel, and the bearing of a strong
testimony to the restoration of the
Priesthood and authority to adminis-
ter in the ordinances of the Gospel.

It must not be supposed that be-
cause Elder Penrose’s preacning
aroused the ire and noisy opposition
of a4 few hypocrites and their turbulent
followers, thut the sermon was dis-
tasteful to the majority ot the immense
audience. The opposite seems to have
been the fact, for when the police, in-
stead of attending to the noisy disturb-
ers of the mesting, hustled the breth-
ren away, a great number of the people |
pruteute(f ayainst the ipjustice, and |
cried out $o the brethren that the po-
lice were depriving them of their
rights, and demanded that Elder Pen-
proceed with his
discourse. But we all knoew with what
ease a few ruffians can break np a
meeting, especially it the police are!
derelict in their duty,which was plain-
ly the case in this instance.

The letter of Elder Penrose to the
editor of the Belfast Evening Tslep'rﬂrh,
which we pablish in this issae, called
forth a rejoinder trom one of the
“*Christian’’ gentlemen who disturbed

[ the meeting, and in the Telegraph of

July 24th, he attempts to excuse him-
self and his pious friends for their dis-
orderly conduct by asserting that the
*‘real distursers of the peace are the
Mormon priests themselves, who in-
sist on forcing the peogle to hear their
pernicious doctrine.”” The modus
operandum by which two or three
“Mormon’ preachers compelled an
audaience of two or three thousand per-
sons to listen to them, and that in the
open air, is not explained by this
**Christian” street brawler.

The conclusive manner in which
Elder Penrose proves that the Bible
teaches ‘‘the rightfulness of some men
having more than one wife at the same
time,”” appears to be highly distasteful
to this **Christian’’ gentleman, who by
the way, calls himself Mr. Barron. He
sees that it is necessary to say some-
thinfmcnunwmt the strong Scri;;-
tural evidences brought forward in
favor of plaral marriage, and he does
it in true a la Beecher style, b seeking
to impeach the authority of the Scrip-
tures thewmselves, which every one
must acknowledge 18 a very suicidal
course for a “*Cnoristian”’ gentleman to
take. Here is how he puts it:

“In endeavoring to counteract aony
baneful influence they may haye al-
ready exerted upon the minds of my
countrymen, I call attention to the
fact that those Salt Lake City mission-
aries quote only from the Old Testa~
ment Scriptures, well knowing that
t.heY cannot find the least sanction to
their conduct in the New. The Patri-
archal dispensation gave place to the
Jewish, and both to the Christian dis-
pensation under which we now live 1n
these ‘last days.” Hence Paul, in his
first letter to the Corinthians, vii, 2,
says, ‘Let .every man have his own
wife, and let every woman have her
own husband.’ Algo in First Timothy,
iii, 2, wherein he deseribes the quul{*
ﬂcanjuuﬂ of Elders or overseers thus—
‘A bishop, then, must be blameless, the
husband of one wite,'”

The coolness and ease with which
some of our moderu “hristians throw
aside the Old Testament is surprising.
If the early Christians had done it,they
would bave had no Secriptures at all’
Jesus expounded - the Scriptures and
taught the people to search them, and
continually sustained their authority
by quoting from them, and yet those
Scriptures were restricted to the Old
Testament which some of His pro-
fessed followers now discard, What
a waste of time and talent, that so
many years have recently been spent
by learned men in revising it!

Mr. Barron, however, is unfortunate,
even in his New Testament quotations.
IE he will examine 1st Corinthians, vii.
2, again, and read the whole verse, he
will see that it has not the slizchtest
reference to plaral marriage, but was
wrilten against the crime of foreni-
cation, which is also very strongly de-

noanced in the Old Testament. Paul’s
object was to restrict men and women

—

to their on wives and husbands, and
keep them from interfering with those
of other people, and this advice would
not be at all out of place if given now
to the inhabitants of these islands, as
the ‘‘Christian’’ gentleman very well

knows. The practice of a man having
more than one wife was a common one
among the people with whom our
Savior and his Apostles associated,and
that form of marriage is nowhere con-
demned by them in the New Testa-

ment. The reference to the qualifi-
cations of a bishop, in requiring him to
be the husband of one wife, does not

more, and even if we strain the mean-
Ing and make it imply that, it by no
means follows that the prﬂniﬁitiuu ex-

from tbe fact that the bishops are ex-
ceptionally referred to. Mr. Barron
also tinds fanit with the doctrine of lﬂ.{-
ing on of hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost, and says: **As t3 their unwar-
rantable idea of *laying on of hands’ as
being essential to salvation, it is tor-
ever set aside by the fact that three
thousand believers were added to be
saved on the Day of Pentecost, on
complying with the inspired Peter’s
directivns to ‘repent and be baptized
every one in the name of Jesus for the
remission of sias!’ and this without
‘laying on of hands.” See Acts ii, 38,
Again we must ask Mr. Barron to
read the whole verse he quotes. Peter
told them that after they were baptized
they snould receive the Holy ost,
Now this is exactly what the laying on
of hands is for. Peter and John *“‘laid
their hands’ on those who had been
Faptized in Samaria, and they received
the H{.‘:H’ Ghost, See Acts viii. 14-17.
Paul laid his hands on those who were
baptized in Ephesus, and the Holy
Ghost came on them. See Acts xix, I-6
Paul, in Heb. vi. 2, speaks of the doc-
trine of the layinz on of hands. And
yet this “*Christian’’ gentleman calls it
an unwarrantable doctrine! |
There is not the slightest proof that
the three thousand who were baptized
ou the Day of Pentecost did not have
hands laid upon them, but the proof is
all the other way, for they certainly
received tne Holy Ghost accnrdinﬁ to
the promise of Peter, and we have
shown, bf our quotations, that it was
the practice of the Apostles to confer
the Holy Ghost by laying their hands
upon believers who haed been baptized.
Paul said there was but one body, and
one spirit, one Lord, one faith and one

| baptism, so it is likely there would be

but one way of imparting the Holy
(host, for the Apostles did not have
such a variety of ways of doing things
as prevail in modern Christendom.

Mr. Barron presumes too much,
when he asserts that hands were not
laid upon the three thousand who were
baptized, even if it is not positively
thus recorded. Ifdihe read the Millen-
nial Star, he would irequently see the
reports of our Elders, as to so many
being added to the Church by baptism,
without the slightest reference to the
laying on of hands for the gift of the
Holy Ghost. The latter ordinance
follows the former as a matter of
course,

The **Christian gentlewnan’ justifies
the high-handed proceedings of the
police, by saying, '‘I consider that the
thoughtful guardians of the peace
acted very wisely in removing such
objectionable, ungcriptural and unlaw-
ful speakers from our midst.”” Now
e can believe that Elder Peurose and
his party were objectionable to Mr.
Barron and his ruflianly friends, but
that they were not objectionable to the
majority of the audience, was shown
by their attempts to have Elder Pen-
rose proceed with his remarks. The
latter also based his discourse upon
the Scriptures, quoting freely from
them, hence the charge of being un-
scriptural falls to the ground, as does
the charge ot being anlawful, for the
Elders had just as much rignt to preach
there as the **Christian gentleman.”
We are glad that the opposition of
such men as Mr. Barron is aroused.
He is of that class who will not enter
the Kingdom of heaven themselves and
seek to prevent others from entering.
We have no doubt that it is through
seeing others willing te receive the

aroused, and we shall look for ﬁggd
results from the big meeting in Belfast,
and the spirit ef enquiry that it has
awakened in the minds of the E&‘}‘Blﬂ.
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