THE DESERET WEEKLY.

They had intreduced the course of M.
[. A reading, and this wus becomivga
very interesting feature,
APOSTLE HEBER J. GRANT

then addressed the cobogregation, re-
marking that he had always taken a
deep interest in the welfare of the
Young among the Latter-day Saints,
and in all the ipstruction be had given
in the meetings of the Mutual Im-
provement Associations, his principal

theme had been the testimony
of the Goapel. We heard a
Ereat deal about education ;

but to his mind that education which
gave us this testimony, and led us to
walk in the path that reached out to
life eternnl, was the kind of education
most likely to prove valuable to ua.
There were a great many who, because
of the seientific knowledge they had
gained, rejected God, claiming they
could demonstrate thereby the nop-exis-
tence of the Creator. He had no fear,
however, that the false sciences of
the day would have any injruious
effect whatever upon our young men
who had received a gospel testimony.
The npeaker earnestly exhorted the
members of the various Mutual Im-
provement Assoclations in our midst to
be earnest in all they undertouk, and to
Puraua it- with energy and understand-
ng;for it was within the power of every
iii?ung man to succeed in the battle of
o,
ELDEER JUNIUS F. WELLS

announced that in eoneegquence ot the
singing contest which would take

lace this (Monday) evening in the
I'nbernacle, the regular meeting of the
Sunday School Union had been post-
poned, until Monday, June 8th,

The choir then sang the anthem:

‘“‘Heavenly Father we would worship
Thy great name this hallowed Jday,”
etc., ( words by H. W. Naisbitt, musie
by Prof. J. J. Daynea). Itis an ex-
quisite composition and was splendidly
rendered.

The service concluded with the pro-
nounciong of the bepediction by Elder
W. 8. Burton.

EVENING SESSION.

The cheir and congregation sang:
How firm & roundauon,.ye 8aints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word.

Prayer by Apostle Abraham H. Can-
nomn.

The choir sang,

The vales of Deselet.

BUPT. ANGUS T. WRIGHT
read a lecture on ‘“The Corner-stone of
Character.?* This, he showed, is in-
tegrity. That term embraces many
virtues and qualities and s more than
honor, honeety, temperance or chasti-
ty, all of there anid much more being
essential to full integrity. The subjeat
was analysed and illustrated thorough-
1y, and its application to the work of
the Mutuaj Improvement societies was
made plain, also the absolute necessity
of true integrity to it mankind for the
presence and glory of God in the eter-

na) world.

A glee was then rendered In fine

style by the Harmony Glee club.

APOSTLE MOSEE THATCHER
delivered an excellent address on the
“Mission and Opportunities of the
Youong Men’s Mutual Improvement
asgociations.”” He spoke in substance
as follows: The subject that has been

aliotted to me is a vast one; it is lke
being dropped into the Atlantic ocean,
with the earth beneath and the sky

above, The mission of our young
men is as high as the heav-
ens, as deep as the earth,

and as broad as eternity; the opportun-
ity for doing good is everywhere pres-
ent. The object of these assogiations
is educational—that education which
comes f(rom true religion, without
which it is Impossible to make for our-
selves that character which belongs to
aBaint of God. There must be an
anchor to the soul. That anchor is
true religion. Our young meun should
not only improve themselvea but
should labor for the advancement of
othera. I know of no better fleld fur
such work than in Zion. 1f faithfully
pursued, the prosecutor of this elevat-
ing and ennobling object will reap a
reward that overleaps time apd ex-
tends into eternity and will be mnde
the reeipient of eternal life. Fox by
this work a knowledge of God ean be
obtained, and to know God and Jesus
Christ whom he has sent is elernat
life.

I was startied today by a report iu
which it was stated that there were 230
young men in one 8take who were not
identified with the Mutual Improve-
ment associations. In that and other
Stakes similarlysituated there is ample
opportunity for doing good. Those
young men should be labored with and
be brought under the influence of the
agsociations.

Improvement should be taught not
only in public gatherings but at the
family hearthatone and in every pri-
vate place. The workers themsel ves
should first be converted. It hus bheen
stated by a writer of profound thought
that it is better to givethan to receive;
but how can we give without first having
required? There is more genuine en-
joyment in doing good than ean be
derived from any other thing. The
miser may clutch his gold with selfish,
sml)ing satisfaction, and point with
pride to the power he wielda over the
poor, but he knows pot the joy and
contentment of him who takes the
hetter course.

Qur young men when called to go
upon missions are willing to place their
earthly all upon the altar of sacrlfice,
in order to carry the message of truth
to the world. Is there any reason why
the Guspel of cur Redeemer should not
be taught with the rame willingness in
Utah? Still water becomes stagnant
and breeds disease and fosters death.
Bo does neglect of opportunitics and
tailure to do good.

The present is an auspicious time for
the youth of Zion. In the field of poli-
ties they should be carefu) to choose
the right and not join themselves with
any party uutil after mature delibera-
tion. To think that the youth of Zion
should stoop at the brink of the foul
stream of politics and drink therefrom
at the pacrifice of prineciple, to accom-

lish vertain ends,is an awfal thought.

oung men, I eaution you to be care-
ful and aveid that trickery which ia
called politics by the world. Should
you study such politics? No. Should
you study ¢ivil government? Yes.
But do not handle those things that
will drag you down. Let principle be
your watchword, and do not talk pub-
licly on subjects you do dot under-
stand.
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Be saviors to your fellow-man. Res.
cue those who are tempted and who
frequent the saloon, the gambiing den
and haunts of vice. Lead them to a
higher and a purer life. A physicizn
goes not unto those who are whole, but
to those who are sick. Our youth have
not been privileged to associate with
kings, queens, statesmen and philoso-
phers, but they shouid be g0 educated
a8 to be bright lights 1o good aociety.
Study civil and social government, but
do not neglect Lthe diviune. Firat make
Jesug the Rock of your salvation.
I would have you study the writings
of Dante, Shakespeare, Milton, Cur-
lisle, Bancroft and fRibbons; I wouid
have you read the records of the rocks
a8 written by the pen of geology; the
language of the leaves and the coal
beds. I would have you stand on the
mountain topa and view the magnlfi-
cient creatious of God everywhere. 1
would have you know how the jewels
are created for which men sacrifice
their honor. I would have you pune-
trate the earth to its supposed molten
secthing interior. I would have you
study astronomy and read the musle
of the stara. I would have
you vieit the great pyramida of Mexico
aud Egypt around which is deposited
the dust of ages. I would have you
veiw all the great architectural de-
pigns that man has made by the ln-
gpiration of his Maker and prove to
you that man did pot originate from
the lower animals,and that the creator
ig greater than that which is Created.
I would have you see and know all the
things enumerated that yon might oot
ignore dod any exalt man.

As we are, God once was; a8 God is,
we can become. True greatness ecan
only be achieved by ineekness; such
meckness a8 was exhibited by Jesus
Christ. Why should man be vain?
In and of himselfhe is feeble. Suppose
that man becomes versed on all carthly
subjects and does not know what
the humblest member of our mutual
improvement associations can kuow,
namely, that Jesus Christ lives; he has
fallen far shiort of the object of his
existence. To know that when death
comes it is not a leap into the dark,
but an opening into true life, 1a worthy
an effort to obtain.

My youuy brethren let me admonish
you toseek the Lord. Like Sclomou,
the wise, if humble you will receive
more than you ask. A testimony that
Jesus lives; that He did stand on the
pulpit of the Kirtland Temple; that He
can speak to my soul and yours, is a
boon worthy a special effort.

May the God of the humin fumily
incite you to ihelove of mutual im-
provement, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus Christ, Amen.

SUPT. JOSEPH H. FELT

reported the condition of the Mutual
Improvement associations of the Salt
Lake 8take. He said: I never felt
better in regard to the future of our
asspciations than todny. We have
forty-six associations in the B8alt Lake
Btake, with a total membership of 2700,
with an increase of 300 since our report
was maide up. There are more than
500 young men who bave not enrolled
their names. A mong them there isa
field for mutual improvement and to
them we propuse to extend our labors.

The choir sang the motette, **God of
Israel.

Benediction by Elder B. H. Roberts.

—~



