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’iIUTUA‘]i- IMPROVEMENT |dent Jetse N, Bmith and Elkr
CONFERENCE. Joseph Fish,

The geml annual conference of
the Y. M. M. . A. waeg held in the
Asgembly Hall, Monday. morning
April 8, 1883, commencing at 10
o’¢lock, General Buperintendent
Wilforé¢ Woodraft presiding.

The #2inging exercises were pro-
vided by the Tabernaocle cholr and
rendered very beautifully.

The opening prayer wasrflered by
President Joseph E. Taylor.

Fourteen Btake superintendents
responded to the roll call and came
to the stand. The minutea of the

revioua conference were read by
Bccremry Nephi W, Clayton aud
approved,

emarks ware then made, which
indicated that the epirit ol the
work of mutual improvement was
fully alive in the hearts of the
speaters, by the following offlcers;
Milton H, Hardy, Utab; Morgan
Ricbards, Parowan, and Jozeph H.
Feit, 8sltLake; and Sisters I, B.
Taylor, Z!na Y. Williams, and Mary
Freeze, of the Young Ladles’ As-
spclation.

Conferencs adjourned until 2
o’clock. Prayer by Elder Hyrum B.
Woolley.

The afternoocn meetlng com-
menced by the choir eloging a
hymn on page 163, “Jesus mighty
King in Ziwon.”

Prayer was offered. Bloging by
the choir.

Thbe general report of Lhe associa-
tions was called for but na & would
take up a great deal of time Lo read
each ktike report it was thought
best to read oply the grawnd tofal,
which was read by the Becretary,
showing thst there was 260 as=ocia-
tions, with a mem bership of 10,550,
The report was ordered printed in
he Contributor.

H ghly instroetive eddresses were
then deiiversd by President Wood-
rutt, Junius F. Wells and Diathias
F. Cowley., Tho eubjecis spoken
upon were the necessity of young
men gualifying thenizelves to ce-
cupy the positions they would be
called upon to fil}; the valoe and
necessity of protecting chastity and
virtue among the young men and
women of Zion. Meeting adjourned
untit 7 o’clock. Blnging by the
choir.

Prayer by L. R. Martineag.

Meeting met pursuznt to ad-
journment. Prayer by Apostle Geo.
Teausdale.

The financial report of the gen-
otal fund was read by Treasurer W,
B, Burton, and accepted,after which
all the officers of the Assoclation
were urinimounsly sustained,

Apostle Moses Thatcher delivered
a brief but highly instractive amd
interosting lecture on ecepticism
and infldelity, showing that no im-
provement was ever made in the
world by euch men, but by men
that Lelleved In God. The address
was Metened to with marked stten-
tfon and enjoyed by a1l who heard
it.

President Woodrufl then addrese-
od the Conference, He made some
very interesting remarks on the
calling of ministers of the Goapel in
the worid. Bhowing that their call
was generally for money only, and
that when that was most plentifal,
it would be their call.

Tbhe Congtegation sang the doxol-
ogy and the Conferencs was dis
missed by Apostle Geo. Teasdale.

NEpPHI W. CLAYTON,
Becreiary.
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EASTERN ARIZONA STAKE
CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference of the
Eastern Arizona Btake of Zlon was
held at Bt. John’s, on March 31 and
Apri1 1,1853. There were prevent
on the pfand, Apostles Brigham
Young and H.J. Grant, President
Jesse N, Bmith, and most of the
Bilshops and leading Eidera of the

ke,

& March 31.

Tho speakers wore President Jes-
see IN. Bmith, Brothers J. (0, Owens,
J. H, Standifird, D. K. Udsll, 8. E,
Johneon, M. P. Romney, P. J,
hristofferson, A. N. Holden, E. A.
Noble, Warren Tenney, rnest
lietjen and Apcstle B, Young,

Reporta were made from the
Woodrufl, Bonowilake, Tsyior, Eras.
tue, B8t, Jobns, Omer, Amity, Bush
Vailey and Forest Dale Wars,
which were quite favorable, and
showed an Increase ¢f faith

The subjects treated npon durlng

the Conference were persons taking
tholr recommends when they leave
a place to move to enother, the In-
create of the Baints, the dotles of
the Elders in building up Zion, th.

preaching to the Lamanites, the
Iaw of tithing, word of wisdom, Ce-
lestlal Marrlage, home manufac-
ture, marrylng outside the Church,
and our duties ap Latterday Balnte,
wte. 8

The speakers had a rich flow of
the Bpirit, and portrayed tbe sub-
jects clearly to the understanding
and edificatior: of the Baints, Much
good counsel was gtven, which, If
obeyed,” will benefit the Baints. in
this land both epiritally and tempo-
rally, All felt that they had been
renswed and strengthened in thelr
faith.

Conference was adjourned o con-
vene at Omer, on the 30th day of
June next.

Joseril Fieg, Clerk.
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LITTLE COLORADO STAKE
CONFERERCE.

The 20th quarterly conference of
the Little Colorado Biske convened
at Buneet Arizona, Batarday and
Bundsy, March 17th and I8th, 1863,
There were present Apostles B.
Young and H., J. Grant, the Presi-
dency of the Btake, Bishops, High
Councllors and others.

Baturday, 10 a.m., the epeakers
were President Lot Bmith, Bi-hop
L. M. Bavage and Apo:tls B Youny,

2 p.wo.—Bishop A. L, Farnsworth
sud J. H. Richards, readibg of the
nsnal statistieal reports and remsarks
by Elder 8. G. Ladd.
=1 p.m—A Priesthood meeting was
held, when some Lamanite mlesion-
arfes were called.

Bunday, 9 a.m.—Priesthood meet-
Ing again convened, when some
brethren were set apart £s Lamanite
misslonaries and to fill otber offices
in tke Btake,

10 s, m.

Couference convened.
The Gemeral Church snd Btake
Autborities were presented and su-
stained, and the time ooenpled by

hlessed them and a!l who had s de-

elre to do good, oppose evil and

serve the Lord, Explalned points

of dectrine and gave much good and

wiee counkel long to Lte remember-

ed by the Bainta,

Wu, H, HOLY0AK
Clerk of Blake.

Correspondence.

THE WOKK IN GERNANY,

HaueURaG, March, 14, 1858,
Editor Deseret News:

A few ltema from Gurmany will
perbape be rend with Interest by
thorte who have the success and
welfare of the great Latter-day
work at heart, and who are looking
anxionsly forward to the fulfillment
of the werde of the Savior, that the
Gospel o' the kingdom rhould be
prexched for awitness in s}l theworld,
a1.d to the {ime when the principles
of truth shall grow together to the
confouniding of false doctrines and
laying down of contentlons.

It can but be a cause of regret to
the Latter-day Saints that the liber-
ty ot cur missfonzriesa in this Em-
pire i so Hmited, and their opporto-
nitles of tezching the (loepel 50 un-
favorable; for, if they could hiold
open, pablis meetings, thouzands of
sincere,honest soul-, who are look:
fng longingly forward to the restor-
ation of the Gorpel of Christ, in ali
Its original beaunty, eimplicity and
purity, could then hear tbe fglad
tdipgs of joy” to whom that privi-
legeis uow denied; but then it is
unpopulzr In this enlightened age
tot*preach Christ and Him ¢ruci-
fled,” and thas all myen must re-
pent and render obedfence to the re-
quirrmenis of the Goepel In order
ty become gitizens of tbe kingdom.
Rather js the fashlon to teach that:
we and cur predecessors have un-.
Joubtedly been in error In belteving
i Crlst as the Son of Gad, for that
hs was but a renowned and success:
ful reformer of His rge, and that
the Bible ts ¢nly the thoughts and

THE WORK IN KFW ZEALAAD.

AUCKLAND, NEw ZEALAND,
February 25th, 1883.
Editor Deseret News:

On the 11th of Jovuary, havlag
made neceaeary arrangements, em-
barked on the steamchip Roforaa-
hana, for the Thames in company
with ¥lder James C. Williams,
Having been duly sppolnted by
President Wm. M. Bromley to pre-
sent the Gospel to the jeople of the
Waikato Distriat.
We sailed slong a narrow arm of
the ocean, lsnd-locked on eitber
side. On the right by the main-
laud of Naw Zealand which was
diversified by emall elevations, gen-
tle slopes and villages, in which
may be teen ocessionsl habitations
of the Europeans and Maoris, while
on the left there are a group of ia-
lands, Ravgitoto and Inanintine be-
Ing the principal ones, Fonr hours
eail broughtZos fo an open gea, the
Thames Galf, ro named by Captain
Cook when he explored these re-
mote parts of the globe, in making
his circumnavigation of the earth.
At ¢ p. m. we pulled nlong side
the Grabhsmstown wharf where we
were met by Brotber Thomas H.
Locke, theonly Latter day Saint at
the Thames. He received ns very
hosp'tably by conducting us to his
residence and caring for vur neces-
silties  O.r soJourn in that plice
wa3 (wo weeks, durlng which time,
Freaented the Gospel 1o the ILhab-
tants by tracting the principal por-
tlon of the eity, and held one pub
lie meeting, at which the attend-
ance was 8lim, however the beat of
order and earnest attention was
manifeated.

———=—
elderable experience 1o the miny
tr¥.”” Woarted on good terms,

Tae principsl recouree of obtajy
ing a livellbood In the city of the
Thames is the gold fielda in the ig,
mediate vicinlty, However, the
mines are not ylelding as great y
smount of gold as they did soy
years ago. On the 28ih of Januar
belng eatlafled that the peor
of that city had been
ciently warned, I took lem
of Brother ILocke and cop
menced our pllgrimage into thej
terior of the island on foot, followly
the serpentine form of the 1y
Thames, coming occasionslly
emall villages, whose inhabitag
were Maoris and Eouropeane, {
theee we presented the Gosjel b
tracts (Maori and Enghsh), |
three days hard walk we arrived
Cambridge, on the Walkato Rivg
In msking this trip of aboot |
miler, the Qoapel was preeenedt
aix eettlement-, the principal {
which were Paeroa end l'e Aroly
In both of these places we uppiy
for food and sbelter, but In eve
toslance received almost a positln
denisl, in consequence of which w
were neceesitnted to walk 40 mil
in ore day, on a dry rosd, ander th
burning raye of a New Zaalang eng
On that day, the 28th of Sauuar
we arrived at Cambridge, our fi
gore, llmbs achlog and- stomag
empty. Thanks be to ticd for
viding frlends in that place. Thw
kind ; eople were Brother and Biy
Cox and family, who receiveiy
very kindiy, Their door s alwp
open for the Elders. Here we »
mained for the space of eight dy
durisg which time we presented ti
Gloepel to the people by holding @
public meeting and distribuiy

In distributipg and gethering
tracts an opportanfty of discussing
the principies of “Mormonfam?
with two of the most prominent
ministers of the place was afforded.
Of course they leveled their artil-
lery on the atructure of the Goepel,
especially polygamy and pretense
of the performance of miracles, and

ideas of learned men of different
nges, and the only inspliation they
bad in writleg and compiling those
books was Lheir own genius, If the
“Mormon® mistionnries would teach
such doclrines re the-e, ther would

Apostles H, J. Grant and B Youn
Zpm=

Bacrament was admiuilstered auu
remarks by Elders C. L, Chri-ten-
gen, Warren b, Johnson aud A pos-
tlea B, Young and H. J. Grant.

Benedictlon by Pre-ident Lot
Bmith,

The subjects treated upon were
with rezsrd toour dutles with theLa-
manites, United O:der, slewardship,
selting ourselves and fumlliee in or-
der, asking forglveness for wronge
done to others, ety.

The Bishops who rpoke reported
their warda as generally in s favor-
able condition,

The instroctions given wereof n
plain and practical nature; 8 goodly
portion of the Bpirit of the Lord
was ebDjoyed. All felt that tbey
had been adified and gratified in at-
tending the conference and listeniog
tothe exhortatlons of the Apostles,
Respectfull, F, 3. N1gLson,

Btake Clerk,

il
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PAROWAN STAKE CONFER-
ENCE.

The Quarterly Coaference of the
Parowan Btake was held In Cedar
City, March 24th and 25th. The
stand was cecupled by A postle Eras-
tus Snow, Presidency of the Btake,
High Council and Bishops, the rop
resentation of the Wards being fu|l
and complete.

President Thomes J. Jones spoke
of the blessings the Baints were eu-
{:ylng, and God’s purpoee ia plac-

gthem upon the earth, Invoked
the bleesings of heaven upon the
Balnts aseembled,

The verbal raports of the Blehops

Indicated a determination on the
part of the Bainte to terve the Liord,
The speakers wero greatly bleesed
In treating upon the training of chil-
dren, the restoration of the Qorpel,
falth in God, observance of the law
of tithing, evil resnlts or using to-
bateo and intoxicating drinks, and
other subjeots suifed to our wants
and requirementn,
The general and loca]l anthoritles
of the Church were presented and
sustalned by unanimons vote of the
conference, Also home missionaries
of the Biake,

mo the Esinte. Quite a
:umltl:'ser of the Balufts had moveq
from the different Wards to the
southern part of the Territory.

Aprii 1.

The spenakers were Apostles Brig-
ham Young and H. J. Grant, Presi.

Apostle Erastus Bnow, thongh
feeling romewhat fatigued, was
Pleased to meeot wity the Baints,
encouraged them to be valiant in
the work of the Lord, was glad to
&ee the young men atepping forward

be received everywhere with open
arm8, for (he world loves her own,
tut becsuco they ralee their voices
fnd ory againet ench damning theo.
rier, and bave the temerity to teach
that “ai] fleah has sinned and come
ehort of the glory of God,” they are
denied fresdom of rpeech and prese,
sod ate obliged to ““keep shady,”
douging from place to place, in or-
der to ¢tscape the wary eye of the
eveér watshful gen d armes.

Despite these obatacles with which
our misstonarles must combat, they
are full of courage and hope and
whenever n branch of the Church
la orgaunlzed thelr isbors meet with
gratifylng  success. The greatest
¢itficulty they meet with is to get a
firm focthold, for wherever the peo:
ple hear thename “Mormon” they
lurn their syes heavenwsrd, and
hifts their handa in holy horror that
they have come in contact with that
staln upon the page of modern chris-
tianity “a Mormon.” I am happy
to eay that there are oceasional ex-
ceptions to this ru'e, for His sheep
inow His volce,and raise their hearts
in thankegiving and praise to God
that He bas again set His hand to
redeem His,people, and has lifted
the cloud of darkness that has for
centuries enveloped the world in its
midnight gloomas pertalning to the
truths of the Gospel.

At our last Conference In Berne
the German mission was more egu-
ally divided and another added to
our mlssionary corps making six in
ell, thus giving all 8 better chance
of lavoring and saving muoch time
and expenss. Formerly nearly half of
the time was spent in traveling from
olty to city, and even now we have
much traveling to do, and our mis-
sionaries in North Germuny are
stationed one in Berlin, one in IKiel
and the other in Hamburg, and in
Bouth Germany they are no lesn
scattered,

The progress i3 ss fuvorable as
could be expected under existing
circumstances, and the goepel s
grodually meking head WARY, Very
slowly 1 must admit, bat all (ha
brethren feel iike persevering, for
they know that the work of God
mu- t eventually prevall in the earth
And the power of man snd the devil
be broken, the kingdoms of esrth
laid waste, and ths power of the
Creator be maugifest to euch sp ex.
tent that ¢‘every kuee shall bow and
every tongue confees that Jesus is
the Obriag to ths glory of God the

ured a volley of abase and slander,

ut after firing their green peas of
error and false doctrine against the
adamantine fortiflcations of trath,
and inveatigating the tenets of the
persuasion adbered to by the Latter-
day SBaints and comparing the same
with the word of God they were
compelled to hoist the white feather.

One ¢f there learned individusls
thought that I was wuncharitable
and unchristian like to express my
convictiona of the necesaity of bapt-
iam for ealvaiion, Also for arguing
that the Gospel with 81l its power,
aunthority to officlate in the ordi-
nancea thereof, and blemings had
taken its ascension from the earth
Years ago. He sald: “If power and
authorlty of the Uospel is notjn
Yogue AmMOngE the Christian
denomination extant on the earth
bhow do you account for Lhe great
transformation from sin and dark-
nea to light and a high standard of
morality?? ¢Again,” he continued,
“see what Christianity has done for
the development of science and
Jearning.” I challenged him to
point out his boasted morality, 1
eald, “*Cast your eyes of reflaction
over the precent state of sflaira of
the whole world, religions and mor.
al. Bekold, if you please, the hun-
dreds of contending and conflileting
doctrines and thecrles among the
numerous sects and creeds. Again,
the drunkenness, intemperance and
proetitution which are eating and
diseacing millions of the human
race, mentally and physically. Mur-
der fllls the hearts of thoueands of
this generation. This fact belng
demonstrated beyond the posaibili-
ty of & dounbt, by the glaring ac-
count of foul and satrocions murder
and assaeelnation, with which the
dally and weekly perlodicals teem.
The old world is embroiled by reat-
less, internationa) jealousies and
oonfilcting interests. Ths great
powera and nations are brightening
their guns for war. The crowned
heads of Enrope stend in greaf peril of
the ausassins knife. This,sir,is your
boasted, prodigioms transformation
from sin to a high standing of pg-
rality, I told him, as for Chrietian-
ily aiding In the advancement of art
and sclence, 1t had little to gloat
over, as many of the most eminent
ecientiflc men were gennine in#-
dels.

He Intarrogsted me respeoling
Utah, her people and the Edmuuds
Bil), #nally inguired of my birth,
etec. I rcadily informed him that [
Wwas brooght up in Uteh and wee a
thorough bred and a patural born
“Mormon,” when he stood aghast
with wonder and amszement, gay-
Ing: %You are no dirgracein genernl
Appearance and intelligence to yonr

aud magnifying the prlesthood, ang

Fpther,” Youra truly,.
WaRD ¥, PAOR, IR,

tracts through the fown,

I might here observe that fi
prinelpal work In epreading W
trath, is being done among fi
Maoris., The gospel which w
opeed to the natives of this landl
Prest, W. M, Bromley, aesisted b
Wm. J. McDonnel and Thomast
Cox, has taken root, and many§
them are coming forward and boy
ing in obedience to the plan of i}
and salvation, Duoring our eojor
we assisted in the baptiam and &
firmation of seven of there natiw
Also adminisiered to their sicksl
bleesed rome of their children.

In evidence that God Is workh
among this people, cne of th
came {wo or three times everyly
to ua, asking questions pertalning
the principlee of Mormonism. §
could not refrain, for the Spirit!
Almighty God was upon his i
causipg him to thirst after thew
vation of his eeul. Finally, &
evening, he demanded baptism, ¥
consented, he led the way downl
the Waikato River, in au ambitin
and hurried manner. It remind
me of an animal. rushiog toth
strenm to drink, belng eatreme
thirsty. After baptism and cook
mation, contentment, joy apd pe
characterized his genera] appet
ance, His once eager conntenant
now wore an aspect of smiles &
gratitude.

While standing on the brinki
that beaatiful river, over whid
breoded a solemn tranguillty o
casionally disturbed by the grosn
of the maelstrom, intmediately oo
der the bridge which spans the
stream, rousing over the pstand

prezent, I thonght az my eyes
on the dark A image sitting at B!
feet waiting anxiously for imme
sion, that the fight of heavenbhe
dawned upon the minde of the
natives, who have wandered fi
many long years in grose darkne
8in, indolency and Ioathsomene
One's mind Instantly revertefits
to the annals of the hlatory ofx
clent America, In which Is cleals
depicted the meandering, wm
tronbles, prophecies and heavex
principles which existed among ¥
aboriginea of America, Aleo it
wickednees and disobedience toll
commandments of God, eflecthl
and bringing about their press
sinte of degradation and savy
condition. The Macti’s receivet
Gloepel calmly and dellberatelr,
has a great moral effecton the
conduct. There szre 74 identis
with the Church, a!l of whom h*
been added within the last (M
monthe,

Wae left Cambridge on Feb 5d
for Te Awamuatu, on thies do
sbeence, precented the Goapel toilt
people of the above named plt
also to Hihikthi, Alexandris
Obnupo, then returned to (a¢
bridge., After recruiting one o
started to Auckiand, 100 miles fro2
Cambtidge, warning the peopled
Hamllton, Ngaruawshia, Tagp!
and Hontiey, refurping to this off

ancestors. -You rouet have had conn

on the 10th inst., making thefﬂﬁ-"
ney of sbout 500 miles pringfpally *



