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wojwe tried to gettua place to holdbold meet
11nt racedled in every ininstance

lally I1losi all hopes of getgettingtiti
bausnousaoso we began to preach
0streetiatreetis and wherever we could

fid any wwhoh0 would listen to us we
met many hospitable people we re

oticelom elder thomas our
conferencearence president that if a proper
placelace could be found in mobile to holdbold
conference in it would be held therewe immediately entered into a two

lastfast and prayer feeling that itif con-
ference could be held in mobile it
would crumble the walls of prejudice to
the ground but we could not get a
place we held a great many meemeetings
ann the public square and not meeting
jtbwith the success we thought we ought
to do we began to try to hold meetings
at private residences and succeededwe preached wherever we could get
anyone to listen to us

agreeable to the request of our pres-
ident elder D H taomas we closed
the county and city april 1897on our way we met elders pratt andpatterson traveling with them up
through darkclark county we met elders
reed andl cook and went up toVrJBothers hicks and johnsons and
were well received

E L TERRY

LETTER FROMFROK ENGLAND

STROUD Gloucester shire england
may 1897

As it iaafi sometime now since I1 read a
letter from any one in this part of bonnybonny
england in your valuable columns and
feeling that a letter respecting mission-
ary work here would be read with in-
terest

in-
terest by your many readers I1 take
treasurepleasure in relating some experiences
we have bad while in the cheltenham
conference of the british mission which
includesinc lades all of the southwest part of
england

since iI1 commenced mymv labors here
lootlast november the conference harshadhas had
a change of president elder W C
burburgongon was released and elelderder raguel
barber called to be his successor

judgingjudfaintsing from the number of people
both saints and strangers who attend
ouroar meetings I1 should saysai the stroud
district looks quite as promising as any
in the conference at every meeting
we have held some strangers have been
present and although our meetings are
only cottage meetings there are several
interested investigators at them who
show by their regular attendance that

i
they are truly sincere in their desire to
find the truth there is no doubt but
that a nourishingflourishing branch will be the re
taltadt of the labors otof the elders in
stroud if they continue to exert every
effort in the future as they have in theput to b- ingbring this about

if we can adt get a glimpse of a per-
sons daily life we will know almost
without fail how they will receive our
nesineslessagesage those whom the world de-

spiseise because of their lowly station are
iaone who receive us and our teachings
ath th the greater kindness

much of our tracting iah done in the
afternoon so we are not fortunate
enough to get a talk with the men of the
homes when we consider that the

dospel has been preached lot over fifty
years in england that it is no new thing
to the people in fact that there are but
veryver few in this whole country who have
not heard of the mormonscormons and their

doctrines it is a matter of re-
gret that pauls words are so
strikingly verified for wherever you
go you can hear the work spoken
evil of and it is an case where
anyone will even venture to say there
must be some good in them how-
ever this is only another testimony to
us otof its divinity and one object of our
mission here is to remove if possible
the prejudice that is the result of so
much misrepresentation

in opening up new districts it is often
the case that people refuse to take the
elders in even if they offer to pay for
lodgings in advance this happened
when two of our elders first opened the
stow on abe wold district about two
months ago another difficulty is in se-
curing halls to hold meetings in the
people will not rent them to us even itif
boube the amount of rent charged is
offered my companion elder thomas
england from plain city weber county
utahfeela and myself endeavored a few
weeks ago to get the use otof the babap-
tistery

p
in the baptist church of this pplace1 ce

we had two applicants for baptism and
desired to do the work for them but the
venerable minister informed us that the
committee would undoubtedly decline to
grant us the privilege of using it as they
were afraid the world would construe
such an action oiof theirs into a sanction
olof the principles we taught we next
tried the public baths but found they
had become the property olof the stroud
breweries and were being used for a
ginger berbeer facio ry disappointed
again we concluded to wait a little
longlongerer when we would perform the or-
dinance in one olof the neighboring
streams as the weather then was not
favorable for outdoor baptizing

but all these things are nothing com-
pared to tiiethe exasperating indifference of
the people the spirit tfof indifference is
the most discouraging thing I1 have met
wi h yet they have allowed them-
selves to be dragged into a religious
bondage that would be unbearable to
anyone who had the courage to think
for themselves but to them it is unaunap-
parent and it seems it will take a I1life-
time

i
to coaconvincevince them of this fact

here in stroud the elders take up
their lodgings inin a regular boarding
house the saints are none too wealthy
and are not able to furnish accommoda-
tion torfor holdiholdingnir meetings therefore we
are obliged to use our dining and sitting
room at the boarding house to meet in
on sunday evenings the room is
usually comfortably filled and somesome-
times crowded part of our time is oc-
cupied in visiting the saints exhorting
them to be faithful to the covenants they
have made lain discharging this duty
the elders in their district have a circuit
of over seventy five miles to travel each
month which is all done on lootfoot the
elders travel mordmore and see more during
the two years they are here than the
majority of the residents do in their
whole lives an instance was brought
to our notice not long since of an old
lady who had died at the age of ninety
four beirse its who had never been outside
of the village where she was born As
a contrast I1 have traveltraveleddd 1003 milesmies
over england in six months and that is
a very common record compared with
some of the elders here

more missionaries are needed even
in this country where the gospel has
been preached so long there are many
towns where a missionarys voice has

not been heard for many years how
evereve our only concern should be that
we do1 outour part and he whose power is
behind this great work will proviprovidee a
means by which every obstacle may be
surmounted EDWARD E

IN SOUTHERN california
SAN luis obispo california

may aist 1897
it is now fourteen months since I1 left

my home in meadow utah in obedience
to the call made of me to assist in
spreading the gospel truths in the state
of california one year of my time was
spent in the cities olof san francisco and
san josesjosen while there I1 was blessed
with the privilege olof seeing a goodly
number of honest souls gain entrance
into the fold of christ by their obedience
to the divine principles of the gospel
while many more were gaining light

our conference convened april nth in
san francisco for several days after
coufconferencecouferenceterence we were busily engaged in
visiting friends sight seeing picnickingpicnic ing
etc the last mentioned took place in
the golden gate park the place and
joyous time of temporal feasting engaged
in by a happy band of sixty two
california mormonscormonsMormons as we sat upon the
grass under the evergreensevergreens that nourishflourish
in this land of flowers while partaking
of the hospitality of the san francisco
saints

the day following conference our
president elder E H nye gave us our
appointmentsapp toour fields of labor broth-
er W A bringhurst iromfrom toquerville
utah and I1 were to come to san luis
obispo county our appointed field it is
about two hundred and fifty miles down
the coast south from san francisco we
landed in san louis obispo city april
byh we dedicated the county to the
lord asai our field of labor and earnestly
prayed that his spirit would guide us
in our feeble attempt to spread the
precious gospelgospe message this we
could not do without money and that
was beyond our reach as we were trav-
eling without purse or scrip being de-
terminedter mined to deliver our message we
held meetings on the street in that
respect our success was not flattering as
thehe place is poorly lighted as well aass ue
inging small having a population of aaboutbou
three thousand

since then we have completed a tour
of the county calling at sixteen small
cities and villages we held meetings
in fourteen of them the other two re-
fused us a place in which to speak the
number in attendance at our meetings
was not large the smallest thirty the
largest one hundred and fifty we made
many friends distributed some two hun-
dred tracts and loaned a number of
books many of the peoplepe e were verv
curious as we were the first mormonscormons
ever in this district and therefore the
first they ever saw As a rule they are
very indifferent as regards religion and
especiallyespecial when coming from a mormon
the population is greatly mixed
principally mexicans spanish and
swiss

san luis obispo county is the banner
dairying county in californiaCalifor aia anere is
much grain raised in the eastern partpar
but little fruit some of the farms and
ranches contain itss high as fifty thousand
acres the climate is lovely especially
near the coast being kept cool by the
ocean breeze the people dressiss about
the same the year round and always


