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w
ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

To the Presidents, Councils and Saints
tn the various Stakes of Zion:

It is thought advisable to hold our
next Annual Conference in the city of
Logan, Cache County.

Meetings will commence on Saturday
April 4th, 1885, at 10 o’clock a, m.

Yery respectfully,
Your Brethren,

JOHN TAYLOR,

GEORGE Q. CANNON,
Of the First Presidency of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

e
NOT ALL DISADVANTAGEOUS.

THE anti-**Mormon’’ press, in league
with the crusaders, is constantly set-
ting up new. apd ndiculous theories

regarding the present status and final
outcome of the local situation. One

after another of these flimsy fabrics
crumbles to chaos owing to the want of
mgenuity in thelr construction and be-
cause of inconsistency being siamped
upon every tirber used in their forma-
tion. Thus has the prospective reve-
latien,abrogating polygainy, subterfuge
been demolished. And the absurdity
of business men calling & General Con-
ference of the Church to be held in this
city, that their pockets may be made
the hoppers into which the money
of our country friends shall liberally
pour, has been extinguished by the
weigﬁt of its own incongruity.

Still the anti-*‘Mormon’ mill con-
tinues to grind out its fine spun theo-
rier in regard to the attitude of the
Saints. It is a species of manufacture
in which those who are engaged in it
are far from being adepts. The alleged
schemes are invariably prefaced with
““It is said,” or, ‘It has been stated;”
or perha}aﬂ ‘““We have it on good au-
thority.’ The organ of abuse and ad -
vocate of cruelty had another clumsy
apology for a ““Mormon”’ line of action
yesterday morning. We extract:

“The scheme is stated to be thus: |p

Trusted home missionaries are te be
sent out with instructions to every
polygamist, directing him to put be-
yond the reach of the officers all avail-

able evidence which might be used in | po

prosecutions for polygamy or unlawful
cohab on, and to keep the same out
of re until each particular offense

is barred by the statute of limitation,
thence to continue in obedience to the
law, ‘antil the Lord opens up our way
before us, so that we can live up to
oar privileges and the full require-
ments of the Gﬂﬂigel.' This looks very
much like a backing down.”’

The ignorant fellow who made up
that transparent stuff, did not seem to
be aware of the well known fact that
cases of alleged unlawful cohabitation
are not barred by the statute of limi-
tation, unless there be a permanent
“‘putting away”’ of plural wives by their
husbands. The head of the author of
that paragraph will cease to ache when
that occurs. There may be a few
cowardly poltroons who will trg to
save thewselves by casting adrift those
who are hmplessl{’ dependent u%un
them, but they will be few and far be-
tween. Doubtless it would gratify the
heariless villains who are hand and
glove with the cruel crusade now being
conducted in the community, to be
able to state in point of fact that,
under pressure the Latter-day
Saints had renounced their religion
or ‘“backed down' from its
principles. Batin order to be able So
say so they have to erect suppositional
premises that have no existence in ve-
ality. No good Latter-day Saint will
ever “‘go back’ on his family. No one
but a cowardly poltroon would do it,
and that class of persons - is scarcer in
this community than any other on
earth, considering the inducements
held out to lead them to a course of
recreacny. _

Looking at the situation naturally it
seems like a somewhat cloudy day for
the Saints, But the faithful who have
the witness of the Spirit are not a par-
ticle discouraged, feeling certain that
on the other side of the present, and
probably to some extent prospective
gloom there is & beaming outcome, -

The persecutions by which the break-
ine up of the Church is sought are not
without their uses. They constitute a
purifving process. The coward, the’
sneak, the hypocrite, the corrupt, she
traitor are hemﬁ cradually brought to
the surface., They are being shown u
in their true colors. There is a 8ifting
in progress. It may have to_continue
for a while longer, for the Lord will

L]

urify His Church in His own way.

he dross must be carried off that
nothing but the pure, unalloyed gold
may remain. -

Suppose this goes on until the cul-
minating point arrives. Suappose it
should ultimately appear as if all the
advantages, in the eyes of the natural
man, were on the other side, and that
the Church looked as if it would be
overcome and swallowed up by the
powers of earth and hell arrayed
against it? What would be the effect?
The unworthy would step over to the
side that scemed the stroager, but
which is in reality the weaker, and by
that climax the Church will be purer
brighter and better, and the Lord
would make bare his arm in behalf of
His people remaining steadfast.

The spectacle that is presented by
this people to-day, and will continue
to present a breader and deeper ex-
tent in the future, is phenom-
enal, and is one of the grancest
on rezord. Take the overwhelm-
ing bulk of the Saints, and what
is their sentiment in relation to the
finality of the present attack upon
their liberties? Their {faith in the
ultimate intervention of God in their
behalf is as flrm as the everlasting
hills; thewr trust is not shaken but
strengthened. The existing condition
of affairs is but a wveritication of the
predictions of their leaders regarding
coming events, made in times past
under the spirit of inspiration. Not
only have these trials been predicted,
but the final victory of the.righteous
has in the same way been pointed out.

The people who are oppressed look
at the presentcrusade apart from the
inconveniences that accrue to them.
They see its uses. They also havea
trust in God such as can find but few
Eamllela, and to which He is bound

y covenant to consider in His own
time. The scoffer may treat this faith
as fanaticism: let them so consider it.
It matters not. It is.the bridge that
has carried the Saints over all the deep
rivers of trouble the]y; have had to
cross thus far in their history. Death
Lo them is preferable to its relinquish-
ment. ‘‘Mormonism’’ itself is the
{graudest, ereatest and noblest relig-
ous faith in existence, and its honest
adherents will stand by it unfalteringly.
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THAT (SUPREME COURT
DECISION.

THE decision of {the Supreme Court of
the United States in the election suits
planted against the Utah Commission
and carried up on appeal, creates an
unusual local interest., A synopsis wiil
be found among the dispatches which
reached here last night. While in the
main it is decidedly unfavorable, in
some special features it is otherwise.
It effectually oblhiterates the registra-

tion oath, formulated by the Commis-
sion. That body, as we have always
held, had no authority to prescribe it,
so the infamous test with its anti-
,'marriage relation” loophole tor cor-
ruptionists, has had an extinguisher
laced upon it. It is declared to be
without force or eflect, although one of
our morning cotemporaries, probably
in the hurry of current work, compre-
hended the decision differently on that
int, and so stated.

The decision establishes the rule that
the registration officers and not the
Commissioners are liable for damages
accruing from the wrongful depri-

vation of electors of their rights
to vote, The ground assumed
on this point 1is, that although

the Commission made the illegal rules
and regulations under which the
wronged persons were deprived of
their rights, the registration oflicers
were not bound to apply them, and did
80 at their own risk. According to this
he officers who deprived Mary Ann
Pratt and Mildred E. Randall of their
right to vote are liable to suits for
damages.

The Court appeared to go out of its
way inorder to declare the Edmunds
Act valid. This action will obviate
the necessity of car £ up any future
case that may arise er it on appeal,
on the ground of its'¥alidity. The main
issue necessarily depeénded upon by the
appellant in the Rudeger Clawson case
is as to the right of the lower court to
2o outside of the Poland law and issue
an open venire in. order to secure a
traverse jury to try the sait. -

The doctrine of thesovereign power
of Congress over the Territories an
their inhabitants is ilguﬁ, of the mos
extreme and extraordinary ever prom-
ulgated by an augast bedy of any char-
acter in the country, to say nothing of
the Court of Last rt, and naturally
leads the genuine loYer of freedom to
exclaim—*"Whither is the nation drift-
ing!”” The idea that any portion of the
people of this Republic can, at the op-
tion, whim or conceit, of any power
outside of themselves be awarded a
rriﬂlege of self-government, or have

t swept away as with the breathof a
simoon is monstrously foreign to the
genius of American liberty.
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THAT EXTRAORDINARY DECI-
SION.

Tne decision of the Supreme Court of
the United States on the Utah election
cases, arising under the operation of
the Edmunds law, continues to be the
chief topic of conversation. Its effect

Plso far as elective franchise qualifica-

tions are concerned, is to deprive all
persons from voting who are living in
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the plural marriage relation, no matter
when it was entered upon. And, so far
as can be gleaned from the synopsis,

people who cease from living in that
relation, whether by the death of or di-
vorce from those with whom theyare
matrimonially connected in the piural
wife system, are rendered eligible to
exercise the franchise if otherwise
qualitied.

It may be sumewhat premature to
closely criticise the decision in detail
in the absence of its fall text, con-
densed statements ot important docu-
ments being liable to embody errors.
Still the report that has come to hand
appeuars to be substantially if not en-
tirely correct.

I'he Commission are placed exactly
where we have frequently put them—in
the sphere of merely ministerial and not
in any seuse judicial oflicers. Registra-
tion officers are relegated to the same
category. Here appears to _
language of the court upon that point:

‘*As regards the power and responsi-
bility of registration ollicers, the court
holds they were werely ninisterial
oflicers, and if they deprived complain-
anis of their cight Lo be registered as
voters in viclation of law they are
responsible in all action tor dawmages.’

But this theory regarding the nature
of the registrar’'s otice appears to be
flatly coniradicted in anowtner part of
the ruling, as will be seen by tals ex-
tract:

““The court holds, it is made the duty
of registration oflicers 10 see that per-
sons offering o register are 1ree 1roin
the disqualiticatious detiped therein,
In so doing they are required to exer-

‘cise diligence and good faith 1n tueir

inguiries, and are responsible in dam-
ages for rejections made without
reasonable cause, or maliciously.”

Thus is placed upon the shoulders of
the registration oicers the duly of de-
termiulng by the**exercise ol duigence,
and good faith,” who are disqualitiea
and who are not, But how, 1u tuis
connection**dillgence and good taitn’’
can gbe separaled Irom judguent, is
something rather difticult o find out.
And if judgment must be introdaced 1n
discrimipating (we fail to see how 1L
can be otherwise) then oflicers whose
duties are defined as pureiy winisverial
in one portion of this learned decision
are credited with power w briug the
judicial function tv bear ln anotuer.

We have always held the dwmunds
ACU 10 be uncoustitutional, in that it is
4 bill of attainder and ex post fucto in
its effects, The suwmmary witbhdrawal
of the elective franchise, for which it
provides, 1s puunisuiuent, and thabis
1aflicted without due process of law,
Congress cannot hold the Lerritories
a8 provinces aud disregard ihe lundi-
Imental principles ol vur institations
local self-government; and the ninch
section of (he Kdwunds Actsubstitutes
the will of five Couwnnissioners for the
will o1 the people.

1'he decision is directly opposed to

that theory and not ouly reuders  the
Act valid, but, for souie reasoun—re-
gaurding toe nature of whicia each 1u-
dividual is left to form his own
opinion — 1t stretcnes 1ur beyooad
it and swoops down upou
the Territories with a tat of over-
whelming scope. T'he etiect of this
part ol tue doculoent 1s toat Cougress
cul pass suy luw it pleases 10 relacion
Lo what are sometilues lerined tne
“‘creatures’’ and at ochers the' wards”’
of the wovernment. The Congress of
the United dtates has, according to
this extraordinary rullng, '‘sovereign
dowicion’’ over tae **Llecritories and
their inhabltants.”” To state that such
4 position isinopposition w the tunda-
Ieptal prineiples o1 ITree goveruument
18 puttiug it with the milduess ol the
geullest Zephyr colnpared with the
nurricane wvhat would arise were It
not uaderstood that - e ruling 1s
imerely a plow at au uupopular resigion
and people, anu ot suppused Lo allect
auy otlicd cosnuuity. 1t WUKs liKe au
LUy italion W pass legislation stili wore
stringent, orat least opens & wide gap
for its passage,

We should not imagine that it
would require a very broad compre-
Liension of the fundamnental princip les
of Demgcracy 1o see that the positien
assumed is radically opposed to them,
aud places the Territories in the posi-
tion of provinces, giving to Congress
an absolute grip on them far more po-
tent than that held by the British gov-
ernment upon the dependencies of that
Ewmpire, Is it possible tnat such a situ-
ation can arise within the scope of the
‘*freest government under tone sun?”’
What a remarkable docirine to prom-
ulgate under a liberal Republic?
There are approaching a million people
in the Territories, aund toe new and
astounding doctrine is substantially
that they are under the unqualitied
control of the representatives of the
other fifty-four miuions.

However much the ruling may be en-
dorsed in sentiment by Democrats,
they must go outside Democratic
principles o sustain it by advocacy,
With themit is in decided contlict. And
it manifests the lamentable fact that
one branch of the government, and that
probably the most important within
the body-politic, can take a positionat
variance with the fuadamental princi-
ples of government, and no other de-
partment of the fabric can prevent so
undesirable a sitnation if it were will-
ing. The ruling holds that: )

““The personal and civil rights of in-
habitanis of Territories are secured to
them, as to all other citizens, by the
principles of constitutional liberty,
which retains all agencies of Govern-
ment, State and national.”

be the

Yet the principles of constitutional
liberty demand tnat a republican form
of government be guaranteed to the
people, in accordance with the grand
doctrine of popular sovereignty. No-
where is there any warrant for the ex-
istence of any power 1o deprive, at
will, any portion of the people, of
participation in their own government,
whether t.hey dwell in a Territory or
otherwise. The people are or should
be sovereign in the sections in which
they exist, no matter as to locality.

e trust we will nat be considered
treasonable or rebellious because we
differ from this decision of the Su-
preme Court. If we should be thus
viewed as a consequence it would not
change the situation—the difference
would still exist. We do not under-
stand that the Court of Last Resort
Jays claim to infallibility. That it
is liable to err has been shown Dy
reviews and reversals of its own
decisions, as.in the case of the legal
tender act, in which the decree was
twice changed. We are also in the
same category as Justice Field, Our
peculiar contemporary the Lribune is
also iff the same position, taking, how-
ever the standpoint which is the anti-
podes to ours. It assumes that the
ruling should have been sufliciently
broad to enable the registrars to ex-
clude from the polls all **Mormons™’
who believe in the rightfulness of
plural marriage, and thus disfranchise
every member of the Church, and in-
stitute political ostracism on the
ground of religious conviction inde-
pendent of any overt act.

- - I AG— -

CONFERENCE AND THE RAIL-
3 ROADS.

AS ANNOUNCED last evening, the rail-
road companies who are in the pool
lately negotiated, have decided to give
reduced rates to two places during the

ensuing Conference. The objective
points to which the cheap fares are to
be given from various parts, are Salt
Lake City and Logan, The temporary
reduction of passenger rates to this
city has been determined in the interest
of business men who are pecuniarily
disappointed because of the decision
of the Church Authorities to hold the
General Conference at Logan in place
of here. Therefore the movement is
simply a cheap excursion to draw peo-
ple from the country to the capital to
spend their substance in the stores.
The infamous, scandalous and lying
Salt Lake Tribune speaks on the sub-
ject after this characteristic fashion:

“The Priesthood and those who
have any special work to do in the
Temple will, ot course, go to Logan,
but the bovs and girls who want to
come to the races will stop off at Salt
Lake. The cattle convention, :the
shows, the ribbons, feathers and hats
are to be fouad in this Stake of Zion,
and these are the substantial things for
which the country people come to Con-
feregf:e. There mnay be, possibly will
be, superaoundance of the holy
spirit on draught in Logan after the 3d
of April, but that Kind of spirit—the
ardent—which every true Latter-day
Saint is known to adore, will be found
here. It is not to be had in the shadow
of the Logan Temple.”

Comment on that slanderous, and
sacrilegious paragraph is unnecessary.

The Latter-da aints understand
that the General Conference is to be
held at Logan, and while the chea
fares to Salt Lake City may be terme
as they are, Conference rates, they are
not rates to enable the people to attend
Conference, but to come to town to
spend their money.
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A REAL IIFE ROMANCE.

Tne, discovery of H. A. M. Butler
Johnstone in the capacity of a tram.p in
Turker is a somewhat romantic inci-
dent. It is another evidence of the
peculiar freaks of fortune in this vale
of tears and trouble. We met the un-

fortunate gentleman several times in
this city while he was manager of the
Mammoth property. One misfortune
aiter another has planged him from an
elevated standing in*fashionable socie-
ty “o a position in the lowest stratum
of life. We are disinclined to the be-
lief that he hasreached his present low
level by dishonesty, feeling that he was
simply crushed under a weight of un-
toward circumstances, He is a
polished and caltivated gentleman, his
eduncational attainments being of the
most liberal character, and we hope
that his fortunes will soon change. He
has struck the bed rock of human af-
fairs, so that when the wheel does
move he i8 bound to rise. May the
revolution begin early.

e A A —
DEATH OF ELI B. KELSEY.

NEws reached us this afternoon that|
Mr. Eli B. Kelsey died suddenly to-
day atabout half-past 2 o’clock,

A few days since, the clique who are
running the anti-*‘Mormon’’ crusade,
commenced proceedings against the
poor old gentleman for unlawful co-
habitation. He renounced *‘Mormon-

ism” & good many years ago,
although formerly oOmne of its
most  zealous expounders, but

he had enough honor remaining to
prevent him from discarding his wives.
This (apparently afforded a sickly op-

portunity for Messrs, Dickson and Co. :

| to show their impartiality by pursuing

{and Riley were

a man for unlawful cohabitation who
was not & ““Mormon.” ‘The victim had
reached an advanced age, and while it

safely and strongly inferred that
the shock and annoyance which it
caused him in all likelihood hastened
it. He has gone beyound the reach of
partial, unjust and inhuman prosecu-
tions. It can probably be consistently
£ald in his case, with some degree of
justice, to those who are running the
extr;ﬁ?gnl crusade — *“‘Behold vour
work!

LOCAL NEWS,
FROM FRIDAY’S DAILY, MAR. 27

District Court Proceedings.—The
complaint by the intervenor, Jackson,
jn the case of the D. & R. G. W. nrail-
way company vs. the D. &R. G. railway
company was filed by order of the
court. -

In the case of T. 8. Griffiths vs, E.A.
Ireland, a motion to amend the com-
piaint and substitute instead of the
sum of eight or nine thousand dollars
one half of that amount was granted
and an exception was taken. A motion
that the court order the execution of &
new bond in replevin was denied. Mr,
Rawlins moyed for judgment upon the
pleadings. fThe matter was argued,sub-
mitted and overruled, and an exception
taken. Thecase of Worthy Nash vs. A.
Mosher, was dismissed.

A Good Example.—Provo secms to
be in earnest in dealing with the cater-
pillar. At a mass meets held in that
city last ¥Friday to discuss the matter,
the following resolutions were unani-
mously adopted :

Liesolved, That a united effort be
made by the citizens of Provo City to
destroy the eggs of the Tent caterpillar
now on our orchard and shade trees;
and to more effectually carry this reso-
lution into effect.

Lesolved, Thatthe City Council be re-
quested to appoint one or more coms-
petent persons in each ward, whose
duty it shall be to induce every owner
of trees to thoroughly trim the same,
%u?destruy the bands of eges on the

wigs.

The City Council in response to the
resolutions appointed a committee of
five persons to canvass the town and
use their best endeavors to have all of
the eggs destroyed before they hatch.

Releases and Appointments.—The
Millenniai Star of bliarch 9th announces
that Presidents Louis P. Lund, of the
London Conference, and Richard H.
Baty, ef the Newcastle Conference;
also Elders Robert Braby and Chatles
Denny, of the London Conference
Edward A. Steed of the Liverpooi
Conference, Robert Johnson of the
Manchester Conference, Reuben Carter
and John Rowley of the Birmingham
Conference, Joseph Spendlove ot the
Nottingham Conference, and Robert
Maw of the Newcastle Conference, are
{Eleaaed tor Eu:;n tc{lghfeir homes with

¢ company that sa rom Liverpool
April 11, 1885, )

Elder Thomas F. H. Morton, of the
Newcastle Conference, is appointed to
preside over that Conference.,

Elder Lawrence H.Young is released
imm iahuric:l;g in the tgdﬂmffttamm Con-
grence, and appoin to 0
London Confergnce. g

Stabbed in the Throat.—Yesterday
afternoon, at abous half past four,
Officer Wm. Calder, on duty at the D.
&R, G. W, depot, happened to be
called into Bubring’s saloon
and just after his entrance (5Iiver Bess
rushed in and said to the officer, “Ar-
rest that man; he has stabbed a man
up the road,” at the samé time point-
ing toJulgn Riley, a section boss on the
D. & R. G. W.,awwho was sitting 1n the
saloon, apparently drunk. The officer
directed Bess to go 16 the buelk of the
room, and Riley, seecing ths,
made the door
ghltare he was :

alder, and handcuffed. At this tim
Ed. Wilson, the man who had be:ﬂ:

and face covered with
was streamitg

He asked the prisoner what had made:

him stab him, but received no an
und Officer L!}alder, upon mnkingwt?é
same inquiry,was answered,*‘Nothing.’
.E:-E 1;33 lg& ed 11‘1I jaEilut night, and
g efore Justice
u‘%@fk this afit.ernnun’. b ilat *
viison was immediately broucht to
Godbe, Pitts & Co.’s dmgrsture,%mere
he was attended to by Dr. R. B. Pratt,
who sewed nE the wound, which was
about an inch and a half long. He
said that he was employed as a section
hand on the railroad; that he did not
know what he was gi:fal;bed for, as he
00d friends:
informed that the latter was ﬂali'?-ewstedhen
said he wanted him to be liberated. He
was pretty well under the influence of
liguor, and sometime afterward was
taken to his home by some friends.
Shortly before the affray took place
the two men, who had been drinking
together a great part of the da , left
the saloon in company, apparently be-
ing on the most friendly terms. le
had in his hand a hi.rie jack-kniie.witﬁ
a heavy blade. As they were talkin
Wilson' made some esting remar
about taking the knife away, and soon
Riley struck him in the neck, the knife
)Ig\mt glancing off the ‘““Adam’s apple.”
he wound is net a dangerous one
though had the weapon penetrated a
quarter of an inch farther, the man
would have bled to death.

Bound for the San Juan.—Bisho
F. A. Hammond, of Huntsville, arl:

would be stating too much to say that
the . prosecutior was the direct '
cause of his death, it may be

!

opposite,

|

seized by Officer

stabbed, entered the saloon, his hands

blood, which |
i_rnm a gash in his neck. -




