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of religion. I mysel! have testified
pefore Presidents of the United Btates,
before Cabinet officers, before judges
of the Bupreme Court, before members
of the United Btates Benate and Houase
of Representatives, and before commit-
tees of Congress, that I kpew that doc-
trine waa from God. I told them I
felt that If I bad not obeyed it I would
have beeén damned, because the Lord
ave to me s direct command to obey
that prinelple. He was kind enough
to reveal this doctrine to me before I
esover heard that Brother Joseph had
received a revelation of that kind, He
manifested to me that that principle
would be revealed to this Church and
be practiced by the Church. [ have
testified to this, aud have endeavored
with my brethren, who also have
Jahored in this direction, te convince
the nation that we were not over-
stepping the bounds of the constitution
by believing and obeying a doctrine
that had been revealed to us. Overa
thousand have gone to prison to show
gur sincerity. A promitent official of
this Territory said to 8 gentleman the
other day: “They say to me that
these people are notsincere.”’ *“Why,??
gaye he, "'l know they are sincere. I
went myself o the penitentiary and I
labored with all the power I had to
convince Lorerzo S8now that he should
oxpress his willingness to obey the
1aw; but notwithstanding all my per-
suastons, and notwithstanding he had
n year and a half sentence upon him,
I could oot move him. I believe he
would bave gone out and been shot
rather thao to havesaid he would get
out of prisun on such terms. And
here ia L.orenze Bonow going oo the
stond Dow before the Master In
Chancery and testifying as he does;
and I kpow that manp i3 sincerein
giving that testimony, for if he had
snid ope-tenth to me what be said to
the Master in Chancery, be could
have been 8 (res man.”” We have
done -everything that we could
to perausde the nation that they were
doing us injustice in prosecutiog us for
this, and that the law was an uncoo-
stitutional opne. Now some say,
s«Why, look at these Mormon people,
how quickly they will do the thing
that the Presldeut of the Church tells
them to de;’’ and they bring that up
as all argument against us, ns though
we would continue to defy the law
unti} the President sald, stop. The
reason for this a very slmpie one. We
have been acting in this in the fear of
God. We belleved that it was right to
carry this principle out; and if we had
been sentenced td be killed, I euppose
some would hnve felt that it was right
for us to submit to that rather than
yleld the principle. God gave the
command and it required ihe com-
mand of God to causee us to change our
attitude. President Woodruff holde
the same authorlty that the man did
through whom the revelation cnme
to the Chureh. It required that same
authority to say to ue, It is anou%_{l.
(od has accepted your sacrifice, -]
has looked down upon you and seen
what you hnve passed threugh, and
" how Jetermined you have been to keep
his commandments, and now he says,
It is enough.” It is the same authority
that gave us the principle. It is not
the word of man.

Now, it is for us to obey the law. It
is for us 10 be conslstent. Io all these

things. We always have been, nnd we
will be in this Instance, I am willing
to leave this matter in the hands of the
Lord. He knows what 1a best, and He
will govern aod control all things for
our good. Bome have accused us of
defying the law. It has not been from
the spirit of dJefiance; it has been to
contend for those QGod-given rights that
we have inherited. I belleve the day
will come when the course we have
taken io this will be appiauded.
true feeling that has animated the
Latter-day 8aints will be recognized,
that it bas not been a spirit of defiance,
nor because we 1o not honor the gov-
erniment; but because thers was a prin-
ciple of human liberty Invoived, and
we fell. 1t our duty to see that the prin-
oiple was vindivated to the very ufter-
most. Then when every meaps was
ex hausted, we submitted and acknowl-
edged the supremacy of the law, and
bowed to it.

But, brethren apd pisters, we have
left to us all the priociples of the
Gospel. We have the Holy QGhost to
be our companion. We have the gifts
thereof to be and abide with us, if we
will live for them.' We bhave, as Presi-
dent Woodruff' says the voice of reve-
lation in cur midst, and God will pot
take it away (rom this Church. He
has restored His everlasting Priest-
kood. It wlli remain oo the earth. It
will exercise the power that God has
given to it,unti]! He comes whose right
itis to reign. (God bas great blessinge
1o store for the Latter-day Saints.
belleve that be is ready to pour them
out upon uf. I am satisfled that we

will be greatly rospered of
the Lord, and tbl;t p‘lale will
make up t¢ us for all our trlais
and for all wovur apxieties and
suflerioge. After thetrinl cometh the

blessing. And certainly this people
have been tried. They have passed
through the furnace of affliction. No
human tongue can describe, no pen
can write, that which this people have
suffered in their feelings for the past
few years—the anguish of wives,moth-
ers and children, and the sorrow of
men concernlog their families; but God
hus kept & record of it, and it will tend

to the purification and exaltatlon of}
I have thought many, |

this people.
muoy times over the devotion of our
wives and our aisters—their unalter-
able, unshaken devotion to the princi-
ples of righteousness. No women that
[ know of, for many centuries at least,
have passed through such friais as

the women of this Church have
during the past few years. Yet
they have pot faltered. Who has

henrd of women turning traitors?
They have pot been guilty of thia.
They have teen most faithful to every
covenant that they have made. Now,
God has a great blessing to bestow upon
them, and upon thejr childreo, aod
upon nll the people. I pray that we
may live go as to recejve this, and live
80 closely to the Lord that we shall
have Hls volce continually In our
hearts, to guide us, to comfort us, to
£1I us with pence and joy, and lead us
alopg until we oome back loto the
?reaenoe of God and the Lamb, which
ask, lo the name of Jesus. Amen,

TnE insoraoce companies have paid
over $5000 to Messrs. Groesbeck and
Houghton for damage done by fire to
their Lace House property.
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;and Elders Cottama aod Ashby
, Llowndes and Crenshaw counties, Ala-
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SOUTH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.

Followlng is a brief report of the
Bouth Alabama conference, held mnear
Victoria, Cuffee county, Ala., on
Saturday and Bunday, Oot. 316t and
Nov. 1st, 1891,

The conference convened at 11:30
a. m. Baturday.

There were present of the Prlests
hood; J, (1. Kimball, president of the
Southern Btates mission; Luman E,
Bhuitliff, president of the Boutheru
Alabama conference, and Elders A]l-
fred W. Peterson, John Pearaon, Jos.
Sorensen, Chas. 8. Cottam, Frank
Croft, Wm. H. Ashby, Jr., and Jos.
Condie.

Atter the usual opening exercises,
President Bhurtliff addressed the con-
ference for a short time, stating the
ohject of the meeting.

President Kinabali followed, speak-
ing at some lepgth on the progress
made by the Latter-day Baints in set-
tling up new countries, and other top-
ice of interest.

Elders Borensen, Ashby,Condie and
Croft also spoke, explaining the firat
principles of the GQospel apd bearing
heir testimonies to the dlvinit y of the
work.

On Bunday morniog the conference
was addressed by Elder Cottam apd
President Kimball, the main tenor of
thelr remarks being on the teachings
of Christ as literally believed and
taught by the Latter-day Baints, in
contrast to the creeds and tepetes of
other denominatione.

In the afternoen the speakers were
Elders Pearson, Peterson, Presidents
Bhurtliff and Kimball, who spoke on
the restoration of the dospe], its divino-

jity and ldentity with that taught by
' Christ and His A postles, the power of
,Batan and the temptations and soares
; he throws in the pathway of mortale.

There were three council meetings
held, In which thec\Eldera reported
their Inbors for the past year and re-
ceived valuable Instructione from
President Kimball. They were ap-
ointed to their fields of labor as fol-
ows: Elders Pearson and Cbpdie to
Holmes Co., Florida, and Geneva Co.,
Alabama; Eiders Borensen and Croft-
to Henry and Dale counties, A labama,
to

baman.

Elder Alfred W. Peterson was n©
pointed president of the conference, t
succeed Elder L. E. Bhurtliff,who was
released to return to his bome in Idaho.

. FrRANK CRoFT,
Clerk of Conference.

Victoria, Coffee Co., Ala, Nov,

4th, 1891.
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So John R, Howard bas been sene
tenced to confinement jo the peniten-
tiary for one year, under cooviction
foradultery. This is asiogulnr case.
The defendant seems to huve acted in
a most extraordinary manoer towsard
the woman with whom he was charged
with committing the offense, There
was not, however, in our judgment,
one pariicle of evidence produced at
the trial that was entitled to be accept-
ed a8 actual proof of hig guiit. It looks
a8 If the jury had been governed, in
making up a verdiet, by their oplnion
ansupported by suflictent testimony,
This view of the case is, we believe,
almost unlversal nmong people who
havegiven It any attentlon.



