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of religion I1 myself have testified
before presidentsdenta of the united states
before cabinet officers before judges
of the supreme court before members
of the united states senate and house
of representatives and before commit
twotees of Concongressgrem that I1 knew that doedoc
fineairine waswae from god I1 told them I1

felt that if I1 hadbad not obeyed it I1 would
have been damned because the lord
gave to me a direct command to obey
thatat principle he was kind enough
to reveal this doctrine to me before I1
everbeever heard that brother joseph had
received a revelation of that kind he
manifested to weme that that principle
would be revealed to this church and
be practiced by the church I1 have
testified to this and have endeavored
with my brethren who also have
labored in this direction to convince
the nation that we were riotnot over-
stepping the bounds of the constitution
by believing and obeying a doctrine
that had been revealed to UP over a
thousand have gone to prison to show
our sincerity A prominent official of
this territory said to a gentleman the
other day they saymay to me that

not sincere 111 1

these people are why
saysbays he 1I know they araare sincere I1
went myself 40j the penitentiary and I1
labored with all the power I1 had to
convince loterzo snow that he should
express his willingness to obey the
law but notwithstanding all my per
suaieuaevasionsalone and notwithstanding he hadbad
a year and a half sentence upon him
I1 could not move him I1 believe he
would have gone out and been shot
rather than to have said he would get
out of prison on such terms and
here is lorenzoIjorenzo snow going on the
standgland now before the master in
chancery and testifying as he does
and I1 know that man isin sincere in
giving that testimony for if he had
saidgaid one tenth to me what hebe saidmid to
the master in chancery he could
have been a free man 21 we have
done everything that we could
to persuadeperau ade the nation that they were
doing us injustice in proseprosecutingprosecutioncuting us for
this and that the law was an uncon-
stitutional one now some say

why look at these mormon people
howbow quickly they will do the thing
that the presidentPresideut of the church tells
them to do and they bring that up
asan an argument against us as though
we would continue to defy the law
until the president said stop the
reason for this a very simple one we
have been acting in this in the fear of
god we believed that it was right to
carry this principle out and if we had
been sentenced to be killed I1 suppose
somegome would have felt that it was right
for us to submit to that rather than
yield the principle god gave the
command and it required the com-

mand of god to cause us to change our
attitude president woodruff holds
the same authority that the man did
through whom the revelation came
to the church it required that same
authority to say to usup it is enough
god has accepted your sacrifice he
has looked down upon you and seen
what you have passed through and
how determined you have been to keep
his commandments and now he says
it is enough 111 1 it is the same authority
that gave us the principle it is not

7 the word of man
now it tois for us to obey the law it

is for us to be consistent in all thesethem

I1

things we always have been and we
will be in this instanceInetance I1 am willing
to leave this matter in the hands of the
lord he knows what toie bestbeat and he
will govern and control all things for
our good some have accused us of
defying the law it has not been from
the spirit of defiance it has been to
contend for those god given rights that
we have inherited I1 believe the day
will come when the course we have
taken in this will be applauded the
true feeling that has animated the
latter day saints will be recognized
that it has not been a spirit of defiance
nor because we do not honor the gov-
ernmenterernment but because there was a prin-
ciple of human liberty involved and
we felt it our duty to see that the prin-
ciple was vindicated to the very utter-
most then when every means was
exhausted we submitted and acknowl-
edged the supremacy of the law and
bowed to it

but brethren and sisterssterasi we have
left to us all the principles of the
gospel we have the holy ghost to
be our companion we have the gifts
thereof to be and abide with us if we
will live for them we have as presi-
dent woodruff the voice of reve-
lation in our midst and god will not
take it away from this church he
has restored his everlasting priest-
hood it will remain on the earth it
will exercise the power that god has
givel to it until he comes whose right
it is to reign god has great blessings
in store for the latter day saints I1
believe that he is ready to pour them
out upon us I1 am satisfied that we
will be greatly prospered of
the lord and that he will
make up to us for all our trials
and for all our anxieties and
suffering after the trial cometh the
blessing and certainly this people
have been tried they have passed
through the furnace of affliction no
human tongue can describe no pen
can write that which this people have
suffered in their feelings for the past
few years the anguish of
ersere and children and the sorrow of
men concerning their familiesfamiliec but god
has kept a record of it and it will tend
to the purification and exaltation of
this people I1 have thought many
many times over the devotion of our
wives and our sisters their unalter-
able unshaken devotion to the princi-
pleslea of righteousness no women thatfI1 know of for many centuries at least
have pawedpassed through such trials as
the women of this church have
during the past few years yet
they have not faltered who has
heard of women turning traitorstr
they have not been guilty of this
they have been most faithful to every
covenant that they have made now
god has a great blessing to bestow uuponpou
them and upon their children and
upon all the people I1 pray that we
may live so as to receive this andadd live
so closely to the lord that we shall
have his voice continually in our
hearts to guide us to comfort us to
fill us with pencepeace and joy and lead us
along until we come back into the
presence of god and the lamb which
I1 ask in the name of jesus amen

THE insurance companies have paid
over to groesbeck and
houghton for damage done badreby fire to
their lace house property

so john BR howard has been sengen
fenced to confinement in the peniten-
tiary for one year under conviction
for adultery ththisIs is a singular casecam
the defendant seems to have acted in
a most extraordinary manner toward
the woman with whom he was charged
with committing the offense there
was not however in our judgment
one particle of evidence produced at
the trial that was entitled to be accept
ed as actual proof of his guilt it looks
as if the jury had been govergoverned in
making up a verdict by their opinion
unsupported by sufficient testimony
this view of the case Isie we believe
almost universal among people who
have given it any attention

SOUTH ALABAMA conference
following lain a brief report of the

southbouth alabama conference held near
victoria cuffiee county ala on
saturday and sunday dot 81slatstandandnov list 1891

the conference convened at 1180
a in saturday

there were present of the priest-
hood J G kimball president of the
southern states missionmis luman E
Shuitshurtliffliff president of the southern
alabama conference and elders alf-
red W peterson john pearsonPeareon joe
sorensen chas S cottam frank
croft wmwin H ashby jr and joeJOB
condlecondie

after the usual opening exercises
president shurtlifflff addressed the con
ference for a short time stating the
object of the meeting

president kimball followed speak-
ing at some length on the progress
made by the latter day saints in set-
tling up new countries and other top-
ics of intointerestrest

elders sorensen ashby condieCondle and
croft also spoke explaining the first
principles of the gospel and bearing
heir testimonies to the divinity of the
work

on sunday morning the conference
was addressed by elder cottam and
president kimball the main tenor of
their remarks being on the teachings
of christ as literally believed and
taught by the latter day saints in
contrast to the creeds and tenets of
other denominations

in the afternoon the speakers were
elders pearson peterson presidents
shurtliff and Teimkimballball who spoke on
the restoration of the dospelgospel its divin-
ity and identity with thitthat taught by
christ and his apostles the power of
satan and the temptations and snares
he throws in the pathway of mortals

there were three counciluncil meetings
held in which the alders reported
their labors for the past year and re-

ceived valuable instructions from
president kimball they were ap-
pointed to their fields of laborlabo as folfoi
loweowe elders pearson and condie to
holmes co florida and geneva co
alabama elders sorensen and croft
to henry and dale counties alabama
and elders cottam and ashby to
lowndes and crenshaw counties ala-
bama

elder alfred W peterson was a u
pointed president of the conference t
succeed elder L E shurtliff who was
released to return to his home in idaho

FRANK CROFT
clerk of conference

VICTORIAvicToRrA coffee co ala nov
ath 1891


